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15. Health: Information Sharing 
“We reaffirm our commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and standardized data 
and information [IHR].” 

G20 Riyadh Leaders’ Declaration 

Assessment 
 No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance 
Argentina   +1 
Australia   +1 
Brazil   +1 
Canada   +1 
China  0  
France   +1 
Germany   +1 
India   +1 
Indonesia  0  
Italy   +1 
Japan   +1 
Korea   +1 
Mexico   +1 
Russia  0  
Saudi Arabia  0  
South Africa   +1 
Turkey   +1 
United Kingdom   +1 
United States   +1 
European Union   +1 
Average +0.80 (90%)  

Background 
The G20 members have remained committed to maintaining and improving citizens’ health, however, 
the focus of health commitments has been centred around general improvement of health systems, 
universal health care and crisis response (such as antimicrobial resistance). Information sharing is a 
critical aspect of cooperation in ameliorating global health systems and tackling advancement of 
overall health and response to global health issues such as antimicrobial resistance and COVID-19 
pandemic. Thus, World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Health Regulations (IHR) 2005 
require countries to detect and assess acute public health events, report such events to WHO and 
respond to any risks and emergencies.7985 

At the 2014 Brisbane Summit, G20 members committed to support others in implementing 
International Health Regulations to “prevent, detect, report early and rapidly respond to infectious 
diseases,” implying commitment to sharing of data and information pertaining to such infectious 
diseases.7986 Health information sharing was first explicitly mentioned at the 2017 Berlin Summit as a 
critical component of Global Health Crises Management. Commitment to enhancing the 
transparency of sharing key information was made to facilitate timely communication and elicit faster 

 
7985 International Health Regulations, World Health Organization (Geneva) 2005. Access Date: 28 February 2021. 

https://www.who.int/health-topics/international-health-regulations 

7986 G20 Leaders’ Brisbane Statement on Ebola,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 15 November 2014. Access Date: 28 

February 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1115-ebola.html 
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responses from the international community. G20 members recognized that information sharing 
efforts, especially information pertaining to Public Health Emergencies of International Concern 
(PHEIC), may be thwarted if members would face consequences such as trade/travel bans. Thus, 
G20 members reaffirmed their commitment to the reporting obligations outlined in the IHR 
pertaining to PHEIC and following applicable WHO recommended measures. 

From 19-20 May 2017, G20 health ministers met for the first time in Berlin, Germany under the 
theme of “Together Today for a Healthy Tomorrow.” In their Berlin Declaration, the health 
ministers stated that “enhancing transparency facilitates the sharing of key information that can 
prompt faster responses by the international community. Early communication of disease outbreaks, 
including those which may constitute a PHEIC, may be discouraged if countries are led to believe 
they will face negative consequences due to unjustified travel and trade restrictions by other countries. 
To limit the negative impact on economies and societies and to foster early communication, we 
reiterate our commitment to adhering to reporting obligations under the IHR concerning a potential 
or declared Public Health Emergency of International Concern and underline the importance of 
following relevant WHO recommendations, including those on travel and trade.”7987 At the 2017 
Hamburg Summit, G20 members recognized that implementing and complying with IHR is crucial 
in preventing and responding to the polio crisis.7988 Furthermore, G20 members also committed to 
remaining prepared for research and development (R&D) through globally coordinated models 
directed by WHO R&D blueprint.7989 

On 4 March 2018, G20 health ministers met in Mar del Plata, Argentina where they stated that “the 
G20 ministers would like to highlight the work done by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), the World Bank and WHO on this subject regarding data 
collection and recommendations for best practices and encourage sharing of this information” in 
reference to people-centered care and increasing the quality of health care delivery systems.7990 At the 
2018 Buenos Aires Summit, G20 leaders committed to “continue to strengthen core capacities 
required by International Health Regulations (IHR, 2005) for prevention, detection and response to 
public health emergencies, while recognizing the critical role played by WHO in this regard.”7991 

Prior to the 2019 Osaka Summit, G20 health ministers met to discuss universal health coverage, 
which “builds an essential basis for sustainable and inclusive growth.”7992 At the 2019 Osaka Summit, 
G20 members reaffirmed their commitment to enhanced information sharing pertaining to plant and 
animal health issues to facilitate response to emerging and existing issues. G20 members also 
committed to supporting countries experiencing the Ebola epidemic through financial and technical 
assistance.7993 

 
7987 Berlin Declaration of the G20 Health Ministers: Together Today for a Healthy Tomorrow, G20 Information Centre 

(Berlin) 20 May 2017. Access Date: 1 March 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/170520-health-en.html 

7988 G20 Leaders’ Declaration: Shaping an Interconnected World,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 8 July 2017. Access 

Date: 28 February 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-declaration.html. 

7989 G20 Leaders’ Declaration: Shaping an Interconnected World,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 8 July 2017. Access 

Date: 28 February 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-declaration.html. 

7990 Declaration: G20 Meeting of Health Ministers, G20 Information Centre (Mar del Plata) 4 October 2018. Access 

Date: 1 March 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-10-04-health.html 

7991 G20 Leaders' Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 1 

December 2018. Access Date: 1 March 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html 

7992 G20 Shared Understanding on the Importance of UHC Financing in Developing Countries: Towards Sustainable and 

Inclusive Growth,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 6 June 2019. Access Date: 1 March 2021. 

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2019/2019-g20-health-finance.html 

7993 G20 Osaka Leaders' Declaration,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 29 June 2019. Access Date: 1 March 2021. 

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2019/2019-g20-osaka-leaders-declaration.html 
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Prior to the 2020 Riyadh Summit, G20 finance and health ministers held a joint meeting. They 
committed to “full compliance with the International Health Regulations (IHR 2005), to improve 
their implementation and to the continued sharing of timely, transparent and standardized data and 
information including on health measures and the effectiveness of non-pharmaceutical 
interventions.”7994 At the 2020 Riyadh Summit, G20 members took note of gaps in preparedness for 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and reaffirmed their commitment to continue sharing of 
information to advance “global pandemic preparedness, prevention, detection and response.”7995 
G20 members specifically commended the proposal towards establishing access to various pandemic 
tools, including data.7996 

The IHR “were adopted by the Health Assembly in 1969, having been preceded by the International 
Sanitary Regulations adopted by the Fourth World Health Assembly in 1951. The 1969 Regulations, 
which initially covered six “quarantinable diseases” were amended in 1973 and 1981, primarily to 
reduce the number of covered diseases from six to three (yellow fever, plague and cholera) and to 
mark the global eradication of smallpox.” The IHR summarise the purpose and scope as: “to prevent, 
protect against, control and provide a public health response to the international spread of disease in 
ways that are commensurate with and restricted to public health risks, and which avoid unnecessary 
interference with international traffic and trade.” It contains “a range of innovations, including: (a) a 
scope not limited to any specific disease or manner of transmission, but covering “illness or medical 
condition, irrespective of origin or source, that presents or could present significant harm to 
humans”; (b) State Party obligations to develop certain minimum core public health capacities; (c) 
obligations on States Parties to notify WHO of events that may constitute a public health emergency 
of international concern according to defined criteria; (d) provisions authorizing WHO to take into 
consideration unofficial reports of public health events and to obtain verification from States Parties 
concerning such events; (e) procedures for the determination by the Director-General of a “public 
health emergency of international concern” and issuance of corresponding temporary 
recommendations, after taking into account the views of an Emergency Committee; (f) protection of 
the human rights of persons and travellers; and (g) the establishment of National IHR Focal Points 
and WHO IHR Contact Points for urgent communications between States Parties and WHO.”7997 

Commitment Features 
The G20 commitment is “reaffirm(ing) our commitment to the continued sharing of timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information [IHR].” In this commitment, there are two 
targets: 1) the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and standardized data and 2) the continued 
sharing of timely, transparent, and standardized information. 

To “reaffirm” is understood as “affirm again” whereby affirm is to assert strongly, state as fact, 
confirm or ratify a judgment. 7998  “Continued” is understood as “lasting or enduring without 
interruption.”7999  “Continued sharing” will be understood as disseminating all relevant data and 
information. Thus, a single act of sharing data or information will not count as compliance. 

 
7994 Joint Statement: G20 Joint Finance and Health Ministers Meeting,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 17 September 

2020. Access Date: 1 March 2021. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2020/2020-g20-finance-health-0917.html 

7995 Leaders’ Declaration,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 21 November 2020. Access Date: 1 March 2021. 

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2020/2020-g20-leaders-declaration-1121.html 

7996 Leaders’ Declaration,  G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 21 November 2020. Access Date: 1 March 2021. 

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2020/2020-g20-leaders-declaration-1121.html 

7997 International Health Regulations (2005) Third Edition, World Health Organization (Riyadh) 1 January 2016. Access 

Date: 1 March 2021. https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241580496 

7998 Compliance Coding Manual for International Institutional Commitments (Toronto) 6 August 2019. Access Date: 28 

February 2021. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/compliance/Compliance_Coding_Manual_2019.pdf 

7999 Continued, dictionary.com (Detroit) n.d. Access Date: 28 February 2020. 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/continued?s=t 
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Furthermore, a G20 member can share data or information with another country or with an 
international organization, such as the WHO. 

“Timely” is understood as “coming early or at the right time.”8000 Data that is “timely” should be 
“recorded as quickly as possible and used within a reasonable time period.”8001 The WHO recognizes 
that the “rapid data sharing is critical during an unfolding health emergency. The ethically appropriate 
and rapid sharing of data can help identify etiological factors, predict disease spread, evaluate existing 
and novel treatments, symptomatic care and preventive measures, and guide the deployment of 
limited resources.”8002 

“Transparency” is understood as “governments making information publicly available so that their 
actions and decisions are visible and understandable to the public and so they can, therefore, be held 
to account.”8003 Examples of compliance include sharing data pertaining to COVID-19 infections 
and mortality rates through an open access government website. 

To achieve compliance, the standardized data and information shared must be relevant to “advancing 
global pandemic preparedness, prevention, detection and response.”8004 This is generally understood 
as standardized data and information relevant to COVID-19 pandemic, however, compliance can be 
achieved if the standardized data and information shared is pertaining to any global pandemic. 

Part One: the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and standardized data 

“Standardized data” is understood as data that is in “a common format that allows for collaborative 
research, large scale analytics, and sharing of sophisticated tools and methodologies,” according to 
Observational Health Data Sciences and Informatics (OHDSI).8005 Healthcare data can be found in 
various formats and the same term may be represented in different contexts. To comply, members 
should share data that is consistent longitudinally and comparable with other datasets and variables 
should be precisely defined. 8006  Examples of standardized data in the context of COVID-19 
pandemic could include variables such as per cent 7-day average positivity and infection fatality ratio. 

Part Two: the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and standardized information 

“Information” is understood as “knowledge gained through study, communication, research, 
instruction, etc.”8007 This includes any knowledge that can have a material impact on a members’ 
understanding, preparedness, prevention, detection and response to public health issues. 
Furthermore, “information” will also include analysis generated from standardized data or any other 
non-standardized data. Examples of information can include understanding of adverse side-effects, 
effective policy approaches, and best practices. These examples are not meant to be exhaustive. 

 
8000 Timely, Merriam Webster (Springfield) n.d. Access Date: 27 February 2020. https://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/timely 

8001 Quality Health Data, Unite for Sight (New Haven) n.d. Access Date: 28 February 2021. 

http://www.uniteforsight.org/global-health-university/quality-data 

8002 Guidance for Managing Ethical Issues in Infectious Disease Outbreaks, World Health Organization (Geneva) 2016. 

Access Date: 28 February 2021. https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/250580/9789241549837-eng.pdf 

8003 Increasing Transparency and Accountability in National Pharmaceutical Systems, World Health Organization 

(Geneva) 30 August 2018. Access Date: 28 February 2021. https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/11/17-

206516/en/ 

8004 G20 Leaders’ Declaration: Riyadh Summit, G20 (Riyadh) 21 November 2020. Access Date: 28 February 2021. 

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2020/2020-g20-leaders-declaration-1121.html. 

8005 Data Standardization, Observational Health Data Sciences and Informatics (New York) n.d. Access Date: 28 February 

2021. https://www.ohdsi.org/data-standardization/ 

8006 Data Standardization, Observational Health Data Sciences and Informatics (New York) n.d. Access Date: 28 February 

2021. https://www.ohdsi.org/data-standardization/ 

8007 Information, dictionary.com (Detroit) n.d. Access Date: 28 February 2021. 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/information 
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To achieve full compliance (+1), a G20 member must share standardized data and information in a 
timely and transparent manner, that is numerous times over the course of the compliance period and 
without delay from the time the information is received by the G20 member. If a G20 member does 
share data and/or information but it is not timely, transparent or standardized, it would only be 
considered partial compliance. If a G20 member only shares data and/or information once or twice 
over the compliance period, it would still be considered partial compliance. Furthermore, if a G20 
member only takes action to share either timely, transparent and standardized data or information, it 
would only be considered partial compliance. Non-compliance (−1) will be considered if a G20 
member does not continually share timely, transparent and standardized data or information, 
including if members have shared data/information on a single occasion. This commitment requires 
concrete actions for compliance. If a G20 member reaffirms the commitment or makes verbal 
statements on sharing data and/or information, it would not count towards compliance. 

Scoring Guidelines 

−1 G20 member does NOT continually share timely, transparent and standardized data or 
information.  

0 G20 member continually shares timely, transparent and standardized data in a timely and 
transparent manner OR continually shares timely, transparent and standardized information. 

+1 
G20 member continually shares timely, transparent and standardized data in a timely and 
transparent manner AND continually shares timely, transparent and standardized 
information. 

Compliance Director: Joy Fan and Sonja Dobson 
Lead Analyst: Ingrid Wong 

Argentina: +1 
Argentina has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, 
and standardized data and information. 

On 30 November 2020, President Alberto Fernandez and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
exchanged experience in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic and challenges it posed to their 
respective countries.8008 

On 14 December 2020, the Ministry of Health in partnership with the UK organized a virtual seminar 
discussing vaccine distribution strategy and combating misinformation regarding COVID-19.8009 It was 
the third in a series of joint events between Argentina and the UK within the Latin American and 
Caribbean region. The CEO of GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, spoke at the seminar to share information 
on the progress of COVAX, the global initiative to ensure fair and equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines.8010 

On 7 January 2021, health officials from Mexico visited Argentina to discuss Argentina’s experience 
with the Russian vaccine, Sputnik V, as to help Mexico in its consideration of acquiring the 

 
8008 Videoconference between presidents Jair Bolsonaro and Alberto Fernández (Brasilia) 30 November 2020. Access 

Date: 7 May 2021. https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-releases/videoconference-between-

presidents-jair-bolsonaro-and-alberto-fernandez 

8009 Argentina and the United Kingdom organized virtual seminar on vaccines against COVID-19, Ministry of Health of 

Argentina (Buenos Aires) 14 December 2020. Access Date: 23 April 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-

reino-unido-organizaron-seminario-virtual-sobre-vacunas-contra-covid-19 

8010 Argentina and the United Kingdom organized virtual seminar on vaccines against COVID-19, Ministry of Health of 

Argentina (Buenos Aires) 14 December 2020. Access Date: 23 April 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-

reino-unido-organizaron-seminario-virtual-sobre-vacunas-contra-covid-19 
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vaccine.8011 Argentina and Mexico exchanged information about “distinct vaccine initiatives” and 
“the strategic agreement signed between both countries to produce and distribute the (vaccine) 
developed by the University of Oxford and AstraZeneca, which is produced in Argentina.”8012 

On 5 February 2021, President Fernandez and French President Emmanuel Macron met virtually 
where they discussed the epidemiological situations in both of their countries at length.8013 The 
discussion included the vaccination process, the need to increase production of vaccines and how to 
ensure a more equitable production and distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine.8014 

On 15 March 2021, Foreign Minister Felipe Sola held a videoconference with Tunisian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Migration and Tunisians Abroad Othman Jerandi. They discussed opportunities to 
increase exchanges and shared experiences with combating the COVID-19 pandemic.8015 

On 16 March 2021, Minister of Health Carla Vizotti met with the United Kingdom’s Minister for the 
Deployment of Vaccines against COVID-19 Nadhim Zahawi to discuss developing and distributing 
the COVID-19 vaccine.8016 The ministers discussed postponing second doses to ensure as many 
people as possible are vaccinated and prioritizing by age, risk and activity.8017 

On 31 March 2021, Foreign Minister Guillermo Justo Chaves met with the EU Ambassador to 
Argentina Audo Maio-Coliche. They discussed enhancing cooperation and multilateralism in the view 
of a more equitable supply of vaccines among countries, “as well as for the sharing of experiences 
and knowledge regarding COVID-19.” They also agreed that the vaccine should be a universal public 
good for all the access, manufacture and distribute at will.8018 

 
8011 Top Mexico health official in Argentina to discuss Russia's Sputnik vaccine, Reuters (New York City) 7 January 2021. 

Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-mexico-argentina/top-mexico-

health-official-in-argentina-to-discuss-russias-sputnik-vaccine idUKKBN29C2X9 

8012 Top Mexico health official in Argentina to discuss Russia's Sputnik vaccine, Reuters (New York City) 7 January 2021. 

Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-mexico-argentina/top-mexico-

health-official-in-argentina-to-discuss-russias-sputnik-vaccine idUKKBN29C2X9 

8013 The president spoke with French counterpart Emmanuel Macron and agreed on declaring covid-19 vaccine 

universal good, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship (Buenos Aires) 5 February 2021. Access 

Date: 27 April 2021. https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/president-spoke-french-counterpart-

emmanuel-macron-and-agreed-declaring-covid-19 

8014 The president spoke with French counterpart Emmanuel Macron and agreed on declaring covid-19 vaccine 

universal good, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship (Buenos Aires) 5 February 2021. Access 

Date: 27 April 2021. https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/president-spoke-french-counterpart-

emmanuel-macron-and-agreed-declaring-covid-19 

8015 Videoconference between foreign minister Felipe Solá and his Tunisian counterpart, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

International Trade and Worship (Buenos Aires) 15 March 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/ 

en/announcements/news/videoconference-between-foreign-minister-felipe-sola-and-his-tunisian-counterpart 

8016 Ministries of Health of Argentina and the United Kingdom exchanged experiences on vaccination strategies against Covid-

19, Ministry of Health (Buenos Aires) 16 March 2021. Access Date: 23 April 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/ministerios-de-salud-de-argentina-y-reino-unido-intercambiaron-experiencias-sobre 

8017 Ministries of Health of Argentina and the United Kingdom exchanged experiences on vaccination strategies against Covid-

19, Ministry of Health (Buenos Aires) 16 March 2021. Access Date: 23 April 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/ministerios-de-salud-de-argentina-y-reino-unido-intercambiaron-experiencias-sobre 

8018 Argentina and EU agree on need for fairer and more equitable global distribution of vaccines, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

International Trade and Worship (Buenos Aires) 31 March 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/ 

en/announcements/news/argentina-and-eu-agree-need-fairer-and-more-equitable-global-distribution 
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On 19 April 2021, Mexico announced that cooperation with Argentina has led to the two countries 
to coproduce AstraZeneca vaccinations as well as create a network of vaccine projects throughout 
Central and South America.8019 

On 29 April 2021, Minister Vizotti and Presidential Advisor Cecilia Nicolini met with the Chargé 
d’Affaires of the United States Embassy MaryKay Carlsson to discuss joint cooperation on scientific 
and technological development to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.8020 They reviewed actions 
already taken by the Argentine government to respond to the pandemic.8021 

On 3 May 2021, Minister Vizotti and Presidential Advisor Cecilia Nicolini met virtually with the UK 
Minister for the Deployment of Vaccines against COVID-19. They met shortly thereafter with UK 
Ambassador Kirsty Hayes in person to discuss vaccination campaign strategy based on the UK’s 
experience.8022 

On 3 May 2021, Minister Vizotti, Advisor Nicolini and the Ambassador for Argentina to China 
Sabino Vaca Narvaja met virtually with the Chinese Ambassador to Argentina Zou Xiaoli and 
pharmaceutical executives to discuss Argentina-China bilateral cooperation in COVID-19 virological 
research and vaccine production, as well as vaccine distribution experiences.8023 

On 21 May 2021, President Fernández participated in the Global Health Summit in which all G20 
members shared the lessons they learned from their experiences with the COVID-19 pandemic. He 
appealed to the other countries for more efficient transfer of technology and licensing of intellectual 
property to aid countries such as those in Latin America who are struggling to fight the pandemic.8024 

On 24 May 2021, Minister Vizotti and Advisor Nicolini met with the Mexican Secretary of Health 
Jorge Alocer Valera in Mexico City for the Mexico-Argentina Binational Meeting Towards a Latin 
American Platform for Preparation and Response in Public Health. They discussed their COVID-19 
experiences and planned cooperative vaccination strategy.8025 

On 25 May 2021, Minister Vizotti and Advisor Nicolini met virtually with the UK Minister of 
Vaccination Nadhim Zahawi and the UK Minister for Europe and the Americas Wendy Morton to 

 
8019Mexico calls on the UN Security Council to guarantee access to vaccines against COVID-19, Secretary of Foreign 

Relations (Mexico City) 19 April 2021. Access Date: 1 May 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/mexico-llama-al-

consejo-de-seguridad-de-la-onu-a-garantizar-el-acceso-a-vacunas-contra-covid-19 

8020 Vizzotti and Nicolini met with the Charge d'Affaires of the United States Embassy, Ministry of Health of Argentina 

(Buenos Aires) 29 April 2021. Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-y-nicolini-se-

reunieron-con-la-encargada-de-negocios-de-la-embajada-de-estados 

8021 Vizzotti and Nicolini met with the Charge d'Affaires of the United States Embassy, Ministry of Health of Argentina 

(Buenos Aires) 29 April 2021. Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-y-nicolini-se-

reunieron-con-la-encargada-de-negocios-de-la-embajada-de-estados 

8022 Vizzotti and Nicolini met with the British Ambassador to Argentina, Mark Kent (Buenos Aires) 03 May 2021. Access 

Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-y-nicolini-se-reunieron-con-el-embajador-britanico-

en-argentina-mark-kent 

8023 Vizzotti and Nicolini started talks with Chinese and Israeli authorities for the local production of vaccines against 

COVID-19 (Buenos Aires) 3 May 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-y-

nicolini-iniciaron-conversaciones-con-autoridades-de-china-e-israel-para-la 

8024 Argentina participated in the G20 Global Health Summit (Buenos Aires) 21 May 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-participo-en-la-cumbre-global-de-salud-del-g20 

8025 Vizzotti and Nicolini led in Mexico binational meeting with Health, Science and Social Security authorities of both 

countries to enhance response to the second wave of COVID-19 (Buenos Aires) 24 May 2021. Access Date: 23 July 

2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-y-nicolini-encabezaron-en-mexico-encuentro-binacional-con-

autoridades-de-salud 
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discuss COVID-19 experiences and vaccination strategy.8026 The UK representatives approved of 
Argentina’s vaccination strategy and offered to help Argentina begin cooperating with Oxford 
University in vaccine production.8027 

On 10 June 2021, the intergovernmental commissions relating to food and drug control convened an 
extended meeting with several other Latin American public health agencies, including representatives 
from Brazil, as well as Paraguay and Uruguay. They discussed the increasing rates of alcohol 
consumption and sedentary lifestyles in their countries and cooperated in formulating a strategy to 
combat these dangers.8028 

On 29 June 2021, Minister Vizotti led a meeting of several Latin American public health leaders, 
including representatives from Brazil, in formulating a regional strategy to combat antimicrobial 
resistance.8029 They considered that it was imperative to cooperate in responding to this problem, to 
continue to communicate about their experiences, to recognize antimicrobial resistance as an 
emerging health problem, and to consider their unique social and biological environment in forming 
strategy.8030 

On 12 July 2021, Minister Vizotti and Advisor Nicolini visited London to meet with the UK Minister 
of Health Sajid Javid, Minister of Vaccination Zahawi and Minister of Europe and the Americas 
Morto to discuss COVID-19 experiences and strategy, as well as the issue of antimicrobial 
resistance.8031 

On 14 July 2021, Ministry of Health representatives cooperated with other officials of the Pan-
American Health Organization, including some from Brazil, in formulating an evaluation of the 
effectiveness of the various COVID-19 vaccines used in Latin America.8032 They decided that the 
study would be carried out simultaneously in all participating countries beginning in August 2021 
with results coming in February 2022.8033 

 
8026 Exchange between Argentina and the United Kingdom advances to explore cooperation in the local production of 

COVID-19 vaccines (Buenos Aires) 25 May 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/avanza-intercambio-entre-argentina-y-reino-unido-para-explorar-cooperacion-

en-la-produccion 

8027 Exchange between Argentina and the United Kingdom advances to explore cooperation in the local production of 

COVID-19 vaccines (Buenos Aires) 25 May 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/avanza-intercambio-entre-argentina-y-reino-unido-para-explorar-cooperacion-

en-la-produccion 

8028 Mercosur countries make progress in joint prevention of chronic non-communicable diseases (Buenos Aires) 10 

June 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/paises-del-mercosur-avanzan-en-la-

prevencion-conjunta-de-enfermedades-cronicas-no 

8029 Vizzotti led a MERCOSUR meeting to address the problem of antibiotic resistance (Buenos Aires) 10 June 2021. 

Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-encabezo-encuentro-de-mercosur-para-

abordar-la-problematica-de-la-resistencia-los 

8030 Vizzotti led a MERCOSUR meeting to address the problem of antibiotic resistance (Buenos Aires) 10 June 2021. 

Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-encabezo-encuentro-de-mercosur-para-

abordar-la-problematica-de-la-resistencia-los 

8031 Vizzotti meets in London with the Minister for COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment and the UK Health Minister (Buenos 

Aires) 12 July 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/vizzotti-se-reune-en-londres-

con-el-ministro-para-el-despliegue-de-vacunas-contra-la-covid 

8032 Health teams participated in the presentation of the project "Effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines" organized by 

PAHO (Buenos Aires) 14 July 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/equipos-de-salud-

participaron-de-la-presentacion-del-proyecto-efectividad-de-las-vacunas 

8033 Health teams participated in the presentation of the project "Effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines" organized by 

PAHO (Buenos Aires) 14 July 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/equipos-de-salud-

participaron-de-la-presentacion-del-proyecto-efectividad-de-las-vacunas 
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On 29 July 2021, the Minister Vizotti presented Argentina’s findings regarding the effectiveness of 
the Sinopharm vaccine to a World Health Organization panel including representatives from China 
and Brazil, among other countries.8034 The vaccine was found to have 84 per cent effectiveness based 
on its’ use in Argentina.8035 

In meeting with representatives of the governments of other G20 countries to discuss health 
strategies and outcomes and to cooperate on formulating new ones, Argentina has fully complied 
with its’ commitment to continually share timely, transparent, and standardized public health 
information. By cooperating with other G20 countries in original public health research, it has fully 
complied with its’ commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized public health data. 

Thus, Argentina receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Dre Daley 

Australia: +1 
Australia has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 26 November 2020, foreign affairs and health officials from Mexico, Indonesia, Korea, Turkey 
and Australia (MIKTA) met to discuss ways to strengthen the global health system and co-operation 
and collaboration, among the five MIKTA countries, specifically regarding how to overcome the 
current pandemic and preventing others.8036 

On 4 December 2020, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Women of Australia Marise Payne co-chaired 
the third Malaysia-Australia Annual Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. The ministers discussed the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and agreed to further cooperation to combat the pandemic. 
Furthermore, they “underlined the importance of sharing the benefits of scientific and medical 
research and development on mutually agreed terms, strengthening public healthcare systems, and 
improving readiness for future global pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response, and 
recognised the importance of the World Health Assembly’s independent evaluation into the 
COVID-19 response in this regard.”8037 

On 15 December 2020, Australia met with Indonesia and Timor-Leste to discuss strengthening their 
trilateral cooperation. The first item on the agenda was to discuss the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the respective countries and region, as well as the challenges faced due to the pandemic. 
“Ministers discussed the importance of working together in support of the health security, economic 
recovery and stability of the region, including to ensure fair and equitable distribution of safe and 
affordable vaccines, and supporting vulnerable communities. Ministers also discussed ways to 

 
8034 The WHO strategic advisory group of experts on immunization invited Argentina to present a study of the 

effectiveness of the Sinopharm vaccine (Buenos Aires) 29 July 2021. Access Date: 29 August 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-grupo-de-expertos-de-asesoramiento-estrategico-sobre-inmunizacion-de-la-

oms-invito 

8035 The WHO strategic advisory group of experts on immunization invited Argentina to present a study of the 

effectiveness of the Sinopharm vaccine (Buenos Aires) 29 July 2021. Access Date: 29 August 2021. 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-grupo-de-expertos-de-asesoramiento-estrategico-sobre-inmunizacion-de-la-

oms-invito 

8036 MIKTA Holds 1st Foreign Affairs and Health 2+2 Senior Officials’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 27 

November 2020. Access Date: March 18, 2021. http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321395  

8037 3rd Australia-Malaysia Annual Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 4 December 2020. 

Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/3rd-australia-

malaysia-annual-foreign-ministers-meeting 
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combat the rise of threats in cyber space including disinformation and misinformation in the context 
of the pandemic.”8038 

On 18 December 2020, Australia participated in the 14th regular multilateral teleconference with the 
US, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and Vietnam. The participants “exchanged views on facilitating 
regional cooperation on COVID-19 response, developing and distributing vaccines, resuming 
economic activities, and facilitating international travel.”8039 

On 19 February 2021, Australia attended the third Quadrilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting with 
Japan, India and the US. The participants pledged to deepen cooperation on the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as cyber and critical technologies to countering disinformation.8040 

On 30 March 2021, Australia issued a joint statement alongside the UK, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Korea, Slovenia, and the US on the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) study on COVID-19 origins. The statement underlined the commitment of 
the governments to working with the WHO on data and information sharing regarding the start and 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, they stated that “With all data in hand, the 
international community may independently assess COVID-19 origins, learn valuable lessons from 
this pandemic, and prevent future devastating consequences from outbreaks of disease…We will 
work collaboratively and with the WHO to strengthen capacity, improve global health security, and 
inspire public confidence and trust in the world’s ability to detect, prepare for, and respond to future 
outbreaks.”8041 

On 4 May 2021, Minister for Foreign Affairs Marise Payne met with Indian Minister for External 
Affairs Subramanyam Jaishankar and French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le 
Drian in London to discuss trilateral cooperation in confronting challenges from the COVID-19 
pandemic.8042 Topics discussed included fair and equitable access to high quality, safe, effective and 
affordable COVID-19 vaccines and treatments globally.8043 They highlighted that this is essential for 
collective recovery.8044 

 
8038 Australia-Indonesia-Timor-Leste Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Minister for Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 15 

December 2020. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-

release/australia-indonesia-timor-leste-trilateral-foreign-ministers-meeting 

8039 Outcome of 14th Teleconference on COVID-19 Response between Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Choi and his 

Counterparts, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 21 December 2020. Access Date: 9 May 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321466 

8040 Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 19 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 

2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/quad-foreign-ministers-meeting 

8041 WHO-convened COVID-19 origins study: joint statement, Government of the UK (London) 30 March 2021. Access 

Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-who-convened-covid-19-origins-study 

8042 India-France-Australia Joint Statement on the occasion of the Trilateral Ministerial Dialogue, Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 6 May 2021. Access Date: 2 August 2021. 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/india-france-australia-joint-statement-

occasion-trilateral-ministerial-dialogue 

8043 India-France-Australia Joint Statement on the occasion of the Trilateral Ministerial Dialogue, Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 6 May 2021. Access Date: 2 August 2021. 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/india-france-australia-joint-statement-

occasion-trilateral-ministerial-dialogue 

8044 India-France-Australia Joint Statement on the occasion of the Trilateral Ministerial Dialogue, Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 6 May 2021. Access Date: 2 August 2021. 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/india-france-australia-joint-statement-

occasion-trilateral-ministerial-dialogue 
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On 27 July 2021, Minister Payne discussed regional response and collaboration to the COVID-19 
pandemic at the Pacific Island Forum Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. 8045  The Foreign Ministers 
recognized that certain communities in the region were experiencing hardship with new 
outbreaks.8046 

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized data 
or information by taking on significant measures to develop new programs to educate the public on 
new health information. 

Thus, Australia receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Arun Eswaran 

Brazil: +1 
Brazil has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 24 November 2020, Brazil attended the 2020 Korea-Latin America and the Caribbean Future 
Cooperation Forum through pre-recorded videos. Topics of the forum included how Korea and 
Latin America would officialise their cooperation in health, medical, and disease control and 
prevention, and how they would ensure the fair distribution of treatments and vaccines.8047 

On 30 November 2020, President Jair Bolsonaro and Argentinian President Alberto Fernandez 
exchanged experience in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic and challenges it posed to their 
respective countries.8048 

On 25 February 2021, Brazil met with Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay and Peru for the 
5th Extraordinary Meeting of Presidents of the Forum for the Progress and Development of South 
America. The participants discussed the importance of using the IHR to strengthen health response 
and collaborate with other multilateral organizations to ensure universal, equitable, and timely access 
to COVID-19 vaccines, demonstrating the sharing of best practices. They declared to “Exchange 
best practices in communication and access to information that is timely, correct and easy to 
understand on public health issues and health emergencies and combat misinformation and 
misinformation, especially about vaccination against COVID-19.” And “To request the countries of 
South America to resort to the application of the International Health Regulations, when the 
management of such an event deserves, through timely communication and exchange of information, 
and with the support of the Pan American Health Organization.”8049 

 
8045 Pacific Islands Forum Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 28 July 2021. 

Access Date: 2 August 2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/pacific-islands-

forum-foreign-ministers-meeting-0  

8046 Pacific Islands Forum Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 28 July 2021. 

Access Date: 2 August 2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/pacific-islands-

forum-foreign-ministers-meeting-0 

8047 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Health and Welfare Co-host 2020 Korea-LAC Future Cooperation Forum, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 24 November 2020. Access Date: 18 March 2021. 

http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321380 

8048 Videoconference between presidents Jair Bolsonaro and Alberto Fernández (Brasilia) 30 November 2020. Access 

Date: 7 May 2021. https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-releases/videoconference-between-

presidents-jair-bolsonaro-and-alberto-fernandez 

8049 Declaration of the 5th Extraordinary Meeting of Presidents of PROSUR [Portuguese and Spanish] (Brasilia) 25 

February 2021. Access Date: 7 May 2021. https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-

releases/declaration-of-the-5-extraordinary-meeting-of-presidents-of-prosur-portuguese-and-spanish 
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On 7 March 2021, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ernesto Araujo and Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Gabi Ashkenazi held a dialogue to discuss pressing issues, including potential recovery paths from 
the COVID-19 pandemic through a public health perspective. They agreed to “support engagements 
and foster partnerships between research institutes in Israel and Brazil, in the public and private 
sectors, for the development of vaccines, treatments and medicines for COVID-19.”8050 

On 7 May 2021, Minister of Foreign Affairs Carlos Alberto Franco França and Spanish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Arancha González Laya held the Ministerial Political Dialogue Commission where 
they exchanged COVID-19 pandemic experiences and reaffirmed their commitment to collaborate in 
a timely manner to ensure equitable and prompt access to vaccines.8051 

On 13 July 2021, Health Minister Marcelo Queiroga and World Health Organization (WHO) director 
Tedros Adhanom met to confer about immunization advancement, vaccination of Indigenous 
peoples and increasing local capacity for vaccine production.8052 

On 21 July 2021, Minister Queiroga participated in a High Level Panel organized by the WHO and 
the World Trade Organization and discussed the role of the Brazilian Unified Health System in 
responding to the pandemic and considered strategies to improve the distribution and timely access 
to vaccines.8053 

On 28 July 2021, Minister Queiroga engaged in the Meeting of Health Ministers of the BRICS where 
he emphasized the importance of strengthening Brazilian Unified Health System during the 
pandemic and supporting national and multinational strategies to respond to the pandemic.8054 

On 9 September 2021, President Bolsonaro attended the 8th BRICS Summit in New Delhi. The 
leaders at the Summit emphasized the importance of global vaccine equity and support the 
establishment of a BRICS Integrated Early Warning System to prevent mass infectious disease risks 
for identifying future pandemics.8055 The need for this system was based on satisfaction within intra-
BRICS cooperation throughout the pandemic.8056 

Brazil has taken steps to regularly and continually share timely, transparent and standardized data or 
information by sharing experiences with various countries and international organizations. 

 
8050 Joint Brazil-Israel Declaration – Jerusalem, March 7, 2021 (Brasilia) 7 March 2021. Access Date: 7 May 2021. 

https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-releases/joint-brazil-israel-declaration-2013-jerusalem-

march-7-2021 

8051 Meeting of the Brazil-Spain Ministerial Political Dialogue Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Brasilia) 7 May 

2021. Access Date: 24 July 2021. https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-releases/meeting-of-the-

brazil-spain-ministerial-political-dialogue-commission 

8052 Minister meets WHO Director-General to discuss solutions for more vaccines, Ministry of Health (Brasilia) 14 July 

2021. Access: 24 July 2021. https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/ministro-se-reune-com-diretor-geral-

da-oms-para-debater-solucoes-para-mais-vacinas 

8053 Minister reinforces role of SUS and vaccination program at WHO and WTO event, Ministry of Health (Brasilia) 21 

July 2021. Access Date: 25 July 2021. https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/ministro-reforca-papel-do-

sus-e-programa-de-vacinacao-em-evento-da-oms-e-omc 

8054 Queiroga highlights the strengthening of the SUS and the vaccination campaign against Covid-19 at a meeting with 

BRICS Health ministers, Ministry of Health (Brasilia) 28 July 2021. Access Date: 29 July 2021. 

https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/queiroga-destaca-fortalecimento-do-sus-e-campanha-de-

vacinacao-contra-a-covid-19-em-reuniao-com-ministros-da-saude-do-brics 

8055 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8056 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 
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Thus, Brazil receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Mehr Mukhtar 

Canada: +1 
Canada has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 29 March 2021, Canada and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) donated computer 
equipment to Belize. The equipment will support Belize’s ability “the implement health measures 
such as planning, and surveillance and risk monitoring, the ability to efficiently prevent, detect, and 
respond to health risks and emergencies.” The data and information gathered with this equipment 
will then be able to be shared with the rest of the world.8057 

On 30 March 2021, Canada issued a joint statement alongside the UK, Australia, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Korea, Slovenia, and the US on the World Health 
Organization’s study on the source of COVID-19 origins. The statement underlined the 
commitment of the governments to working with the WHO on data and information sharing 
regarding the start and spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, they stated that “With all 
data in hand, the international community may independently assess COVID-19 origins, learn 
valuable lessons from this pandemic, and prevent future devastating consequences from outbreaks of 
disease…We will work collaboratively and with the WHO to strengthen capacity, improve global 
health security, and inspire public confidence and trust in the world’s ability to detect, prepare for, 
and respond to future outbreaks.”8058 

On 5 May 2021, Canada announced that it is teaming up with international partners to develop a 
“standardized vaccine certification for travel.”8059 Minister of Tourism Melanie Joly stated that there 
were ongoing talks with G7 and some G20 partners regarding vaccine certification. This stance is to 
position themselves as a safe destination, according to Minister Joly.8060 

On 7 May 2021, Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and International Trade Mary Ng 
released a statement on intellectual property waiver for COVID-19 vaccines. Minister Ng stated 
“The Government of Canada remains committed to working with all international partners to reach 
a rapid and just end to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our government firmly believes in the importance 
of protecting [intellectual property], and recognizes the integral role that industry has played in 
innovating to develop and deliver life-saving COVID-19 vaccines. Canada is ready to discuss 
proposals on a waiver for intellectual property protection, in particular for COVID-19 vaccines, 
under the WTO Agreement on [Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights].”8061 

 
8057 PAHO/WHO Belize and the Government of Canada donate computer equipment to strengthen public health 

surveillance at Belize’s land borders, Pan American Health Organization (Belize City) 29 March 2021. Access Date: 18 

May 2021. https://www.paho.org/en/news/29-3-2021-pahowho-belize-and-government-canada-donate-computer-

equipment-strengthen-public 

8058 WHO-convened COVID-19 origins study: joint statement, Government of the UK (London) 30 March 2021. Access 

Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-who-convened-covid-19-origins-study 

8059 Canada Working with G20 Partners to Develop Standard ‘Vaccine Certification, Reuters (Ottawa) 5 May 2021. 

Access Date: 29 August 2021. https://globalnews.ca/news/7835342/canada-vaccine-passport-travel-immunity/ 

8060 Canada Working with G20 Partners to Develop Standard ‘Vaccine Certification, Reuters (Ottawa) 5 May 2021. 

Access Date: 29 August 2021. https://globalnews.ca/news/7835342/canada-vaccine-passport-travel-immunity/ 

8061 Statement by Minister Ng on intellectual property waiver for COVID-19 vaccines, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 7 

May 2021. Access Date: 19 May 2021. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/05/statement-by-minister-

ng-on-intellectual-property-waiver-for-covid-19-vaccines.html 
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On 11 May 2021, Canada’s COVID-19 Immunity Task Force (CITF) and the Vaccine Surveillance 
Reference Group (VSRG) announced ongoing and new studies on the effectiveness and safety of the 
vaccines authorized in Canada. The Public Health Agency of Canada, the Canadian Research 
Immunization Network, the National Advisory Committee on Immunization and the CITF are 
working together through the VSRG to find and support the necessary studies to contribute to the 
data and information on vaccine efficacy.8062 

On 14 June 2021, the European Union-Canada Summit was hosted in Brussels in which Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, President of the European Council Charles Michel and President of the 
European Commission Ursula con der Leyen discussed how to jointly solve the COVID-19 
pandemic.8063 The discussed plan of recovery centres around overcoming COVID-19 through a 
“sustainable, people-centred, and inclusive recovery.”8064 The leaders discussed coordinated efforts to 
ensure universal and equitable vaccines and treatments as well as working together to strengthen 
global health security through the World Health Organization to be much more prepared for future 
pandemics.8065 

On 27 June 2021, Minister of Foreign Affairs Marc Garneau and Indonesian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Retno Marsudi met to discuss expanding access to vaccines to lower income countries and 
how to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.8066 

On 14 July 2021, Minister Garneau met with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken to 
discuss Canadian and American progress in ending the global COVID-19 pandemic, which was 
identified in the Roadmap for a Renewed United States-Canada Partnership.8067 

On 11 August 2021, Assistant Deputy Minister for Asia-Pacific at Global Affairs Paul Thoppil and 
Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members virtually met to deepen the 
cooperation of their fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.8068 The meeting discussed appreciations 
that ASEAN has for Canada’s support in aiding them through the Mitigation of Biological Threats 
plan as well as provisions of protective equipment for the COVID-19 pandemic. The second point 
of the meeting was to discuss Canada’s possible support for the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund 
and the ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery plan to which Canada discussed mutual issues of 
common concern between the two countries.8069 

 
8062 Studies being launched to support vaccine effectiveness and safety monitoring across Canada¸ COVID-19 Immunity 

Task Force (Ottawa) 11 May 2021. Access Date: 19 May 2021. https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/studies-

being-launched-to-support-vaccine-effectiveness-and-safety-monitoring-across-canada/ 

8063 EU-Canada summit, Brussels, 14 June 2021, Council of the EU and the European Council (Brussels) 14 June 2021. 

Access Date: 11 September 2021. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2021/06/14/ 

8064 EU-Canada summit, Brussels, 14 June 2021, Council of the EU and the European Council (Brussels) 14 June 2021. 

Access Date: 11 September 2021. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2021/06/14/ 

8065 EU-Canada summit, Brussels, 14 June 2021, Council of the EU and the European Council (Brussels) 14 June 2021. 

Access Date: 11 September 2021. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2021/06/14/ 

8066 Minister Garneau meets with Indonesian counterpart, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 27 June 2021. Access Date: 1 

August 2021. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/06/minister-garneau-meets-with-indonesian-

counterpart.html 

8067 Minister of Foreign Affairs speaks with United States Secretary of State, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 14 July 

2021. Access Date: 1 August 2021. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/07/minister-of-foreign-affairs-

speaks-with-united-states-secretary-of-state.html 

8068 ASEAN, Canada reaffirm commitment to deepen partnership, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Jakarta) 11 

August 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021. https://asean.org/speechandstatement/asean-canada-reaffirm-

commitment-to-deepen-partnership/ 

8069 ASEAN, Canada reaffirm commitment to deepen partnership, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Jakarta) 11 

August 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021. https://asean.org/speechandstatement/asean-canada-reaffirm-

commitment-to-deepen-partnership/ 
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Canada has fully complied with its commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized data or 
information through exchanging experiences and collaborating with other countries as well as 
regional and international organizations to overcome and mitigate problems relating to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Thus, Canada receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Shereen Marouf Mourad 

China: 0 
China has partially complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, 
and standardized data and information. 

On 2 January 2021, State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi discussed China’s efforts in 
combating the COVID-19 pandemic. Minister Yi underlined how China “organized over 100 video 
meetings with experts from other countries, opened an online knowledge center to share China’s 
experiences with all countries, and published eight updated versions of diagnosis and therapeutic 
solutions and seven updated versions of prevention and control protocols.”8070 

On 14 February 2021, one of the members of the World Health Organization (WHO) team 
investigating the source of SARS-CoV-1-19 stated that China refused to hand over key data on early 
cases and only provided a summary. Specifically, the WHO requested the raw data on the 174 
identified cases of the virus from Wuhan in December 2019.8071 

As of March 2021, mass vaccinations are being administered to the population in China. However, 
due to the withheld trial data, none of the vaccines developed in China have received full regulatory 
approval from the WHO and only one out of more than a dozen Chinese vaccines has received an 
emergency approval from the WHO.8072 

On 30 March 2021, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the National Administration of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine co-hosted the Forum on Traditional Chinese Medicine and International 
Cooperation to Fight Against COVID-19 Pandemic, under the theme of Deepen Traditional Chinese 
Medicine Exchanges and Cooperation, Build a Global Community of Health for All. Officials and 
leaders from 28 countries and regions, as well as the WHO, attended the forum to exchange views 
and share information on tackling the pandemic, including through traditional Chinese medicine.8073 

On 31 March 2021, WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that “Data was 
withheld from World Health Organization investigators who travelled to China to research the 
origins of the coronavirus epidemic.”8074 

 
8070 Chinese FM pledges continuous efforts in global COVID-19 response, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s 

Republic of China (Beijing) 2 January 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1844082.shtml 

8071 Covid-19 pandemic: China ‘refused to give data’ to WHO team, BBC News (London) 14 February 2021. Access Date: 

22 March 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-56054468 

8072 China’s Dangerous Game Around Covid-19 Vaccines, Human Rights Watch (New York) 4 March 2021. Access Date: 

22 March 2021. https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/04/chinas-dangerous-game-around-covid-19-vaccines 

8073 Forum on Traditional Chinese Medicine and International Cooperation to Fight Against COVID-19 Pandemic Wraps 

up, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China (Beijing) 30 March 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1866235.shtml 

8074 Data withheld from WHO team probing COVID-19 origins in China – Tedros, Reuters (Geneva) 31 March 2021. 

Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/china/who-says-covid-19-origins-study-not-extensive-

enough-cites-data-access-2021-03-30/ 
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On 27 April 2021, China hosted a meeting with Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka to discuss and exchange information on responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. “The 
Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the concerted and productive efforts made by their 
countries since the start of COVID-19 to combat the virus and promote economic recovery in the 
spirit of overcoming challenges through cooperation and mutual assistance.”8075 

On 1 June 2021, China confirmed the first human case of H10N3 bird flu. The authorities stated that 
the infected was in stable condition and in recovery but did not share the details of how the 
individual was infected.8076 

On 15 July 2021, China reported the first human case of H5N6 bird flu and activated an emergency 
response in Sichuan Province. Unidentified experts believe the risk of a large-scale spread of the bird 
flu to be low.8077 

On 15 July 2021, the WHO restated its concerns over China’s failure to provide raw data on 
COVID-19 pandemic’s origins. On 16 July 2021, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
responded to the concerns by stating that some data is unable to be copied or leave China as it 
involves personal information.8078 

On 16 July 2021, Director-General of the Department of Asian Affiars Liu Jinsong met with 
Philippine Ambassador to China Jose S. L. Sta. Romana to exchange views on anti-pandemic 
cooperation.8079 

On 20 July 2021, China reported its first human death from Monkey B virus. The authorities shared 
the details of how the individual became infected.8080 

On 28 July 2021, Councillor and Minister Wang attended the Opening Ceremony of the Conference 
on Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China 
Dialogue Relations and emphasized the need for both China and ASEAN countries to deliver on the 
China-ASEAN Cooperation Program on Public Health Management to protect health in the 
region.8081 

 
8075 Joint Statement of the Foreign Ministers of the People's Republic of China, the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the 

People's Republic of Bangladesh, Nepal, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka on Joint Response to COVID-19, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China (Beijing) 28 April 

2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1872149.shtml 

8076 Bird flu: China sees first human case of rare H10N3 strain, BBC News (London) 2 June 2021. Access Date: 15 July 

2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-57326075 

8077 A human case of bird flu was reported in China, The New York Times (New York) 15 July 2021. Access Date: 15 July 

2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/15/world/china-bird flu.html 

8078 China should provide raw data on pandemic’s origins – WHO’s Tedros, Reuters (Geneva) 16 July 2021. Access Date: 

20 July 2021. https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/china-should-provide-raw-data-

pandemics-origins-whos-tedros-2021-07-15/ 

8079 Director-General of the Department of Asian Affairs of the Foreign Ministry Liu Jinsong Meets with Philippine 

Ambassador to China Jose S. L. Sta. Romana, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Beijing) 19 July 2021. Access Date: 2 August 

2021. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/zzjg_663340/yzs_663350/xwlb_663352/t1893595.shtml 

8080 China reports its first death of a human from rare Monkey B virus, The Washington Post (Washington D.C.) 19 July 

2021. Access Date: 19 July 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/07/19/monkey-b-virus-china-human/ 

8081 Wang Yi Attends and Addresses the Opening Ceremony of the Conference on Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of 

ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Beijing) 28 July 2021. Access Date: 2 August 2021. 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/zzjg_663340/yzs_663350/xwlb_663352/t1895951.shtml 
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On 29 July 2021, Director-General Liu met with Bangladeshi Ambassador to China Mahbub Uz 
Zaman to exchange experiences in combatting COVID-19.8082 

On 9 September 2021, President Xi Jinping attended the 8th BRICS Summit in New Delhi. The 
leaders at the Summit emphasized the importance of global vaccine equity and support the 
establishment of a BRICS Integrated Early Warning System to prevent mass infectious disease risks 
for identifying future pandemics.8083 The need for this system was based on satisfaction within intra-
BRICS cooperation throughout the pandemic.8084 

China has partially complied with its commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized data 
or information through sharing identified diseases and sharing experience and best practices with 
other countries. However, it lacks transparency in relation to disintegrated healthcare data. 

Thus, China receives a score of 0. 

Analyst: Arina Mnatsakanyan 

France: +1 
France has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 7 December 2020, representatives of the French government virtually convened with World 
Health Organization officials to further develop their existing partnership and cooperation. The 
meeting largely focused on France’s continued contribution to the Access to COVID-19 Tools 
Accelerator’s progress, which the government of France helped fund earlier in 2020.8085 Other topics 
discussed were the One Health approach, a concerted effort to inform and prepare countries on a 
global scale about addressing zoonotic diseases.8086 

On 15 December 2020, health ministers from France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland met to share and coordinate vaccination strategies in the effort 
to curb the spread of COVID-19.8087 The countries pledged to share information regarding their 
respective vaccination campaigns to promote transparency and implement any successful 

 
8082 Director-General of the Department of Asian Affairs of the Foreign Ministry Liu Jinsong Meets with Bangladeshi 

Ambassador to China Mahbub Uz Zaman, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Beijing) 29 July 2021. Access Date: 2 August 2021. 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/zzjg_663340/yzs_663350/xwlb_663352/t1896432.shtml 

8083 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8084 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8085 Strengthening vital partnership between WHO and France, World Health Organization (Geneva) 13 January 2021. 

Access Date: 16 March 2021. https://www.who.int/news/item/13-01-2021-strengthening-vital-partnership-between-

who-and-france 

8086 FAO, OIE, and WHO launch a guide for countries on taking a One Health approach to addressing zoonotic diseases, 

World Health Organization (Geneva) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 16 March 2021. 
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8087 Major EU countries to coordinate COVID-19 vaccine release, Deutsche Welle (Bonn) 15 December 2020. Access Date: 20 

March 2021. https://www.dw.com/en/major-eu-countries-to-coordinate-covid-19-vaccine-release/a-55951608 
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measures.8088 The government officials led this initiative in an effort to facilitate cross-border travel 
for workers and do combat disinformation concerning COVID-19.8089 

On 1 January 2021, the French government created a new autonomous research agency, National 
Aids Research Agency (ANRS), merging two previously existing research institutions: the ANRS and 
REACTing.8090 This research agency studies infectious and emerging diseases in an effort to better 
inform the global response to such health-related challenges. France’s Minister of Solidarity and 
Health, Olivier Véran, stated that the ANRS initiative would allow for a link with “the countries of 
the South” and therefore enable information sharing between nations.8091 

On 5 February 2021, French President Emmanuel Macron and Argeinian President Alberto 
Fernandez met virtually to discuss the epidemiological situations in both their countries at length.8092 
The discussion included the vaccination process, the need to increase production of vaccines and 
how to ensure a more equitable production and distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine.8093 

On 30 March 2021, President Macron joined other global leaders calling for an international 
pandemic treaty.8094 Such a treaty would improve both national and global health systems in order to 
facilitate cooperation between nations, in the event of another global health crisis. The main goal is 
to foster pandemic preparedness and response.8095 France formally backed the ides of a treaty to 
ensure universal and equitable access to health-related information and data for future pandemics.8096 

On 6 April 2021, the French Development Agency in collaboration with Expertise France, another 
public agency, and the Governance Lab at the NYU Tandon School of Engineering announced the 

 
8088 Large EU states commit to coordinated launch of COVID vaccinations, Reuters (London) 15 December 2020. Access 

Date: 20 March 2021. https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-europe-vaccination/large-eu-states-

commit-to-coordinated-launch-of-covid-vaccinations-idINKBN28P29W 

8089 La France et ses voisins frontaliers coordonnent leur stratégie vaccinale dans l’intérêt de leurs citoyens, Ministry of 

Solidarity and Health (Paris) 16 December 2020. Access Date: 20 March 2021. https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/ 

presse/communiques-de-presse/article/la-france-et-ses-voisins-frontaliers-coordonnent-leur-strategie-vaccinale 

8090 L’ANRS | Maladies infectieuses émergentes : Sous titre la nouvelle agence de recherche héritière de l’expérience de 

l’ANRS et de REACTing, Maladies infectieuses émergentes (Paris) 21 January 2021. Access Date: 20 March 2021. 

https://www.anrs.fr/fr/presse/communiques-de-presse/775/la-nouvelle-agence-anrs-maladies-infectieuses-emergentes 

8091 Création d’une nouvelle agence de recherche sur les maladies infectieuses et émergentes, Ministry of Solidarity 

and Health (Paris) 16 December 2020. Access Date: 20 March 2021. https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/ 

presse/communiques-de-presse/article/creation-nouvelle-agence-de-recherche-maladies-infectieuses-et-emergentes 

8092 The president spoke with French counterpart Emmanuel Macron and agreed on declaring covid-19 vaccine 

universal good, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship (Buenos Aires) 5 February 2021. Access 

Date: 27 April 2021. https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/president-spoke-french-counterpart-

emmanuel-macron-and-agreed-declaring-covid-19 

8093 The president spoke with French counterpart Emmanuel Macron and agreed on declaring covid-19 vaccine 

universal good, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship (Buenos Aires) 5 February 2021. Access 

Date: 27 April 2021. https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/president-spoke-french-counterpart-

emmanuel-macron-and-agreed-declaring-covid-19 

8094 Global leaders unite in urgent call for international pandemic treaty, World Health Organization (Geneva) 30 March 

2021. Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-global-leaders-unite-in-urgent-call-for-

international-pandemic-treaty  

8095 Global leaders unite in urgent call for international pandemic treaty, World Health Organization (Geneva) 30 March 

2021. Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-global-leaders-unite-in-urgent-call-for-

international-pandemic-treaty 

8096 Leaders of 23 countries, WHO call for international treaty to face future pandemics, France24 (Paris) 30 March 

2021. Access Date: 30 April 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210330-leaders-of-23-countries-call-for-

treaty-for-future-pandemics  
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seven projects selected to receive the #Data4COVID19 Africa Challenge.8097 This project, in large 
part funded and driven by French public agencies, sought to promote “new collaborations around 
non-traditional, non-statistical datasets,”8098 informed by the experiences of African nations during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On 6 May 2021, France announced its support for the India and South Africa proposal to temporary 
eliminate intellectual property rights on vaccines. The argument for the temporary elimination of 
intellectual property rights on vaccines is that “rules requiring countries to protect patents and other 
forms of intellectual property are an obstacle to increasing the production of vaccines and other 
products needed to tackle the pandemic.”8099 

On 24 May 2021, President Macron spoke at the 74th World Health Assembly to reaffirm France’s 
commitment to “coordination, monitoring and information-sharing, and solidarity.”8100 He proposed 
several tangible measures to support this mission: bolstering the WHO, strengthening the 
implementation of the International Heath Regulations, incorporating the “One Health” approach 
and ensuring access to accurate and reliable scientific data and information.8101 

From 11 to 13 June 2021, G7 Leaders, including President Macron, discussed a more “systematic” 
approach to data collection and sharing as part of their pandemic preparedness partnership.8102 The 
partnership supported the roadmap put forward by the G7 science academies, which focuses on 
better global disease surveillance and emphasizes public health response data informing policy 
responses to epidemics.8103 

France has fully complied with this commitment and taken steps to promote the continued sharing 
of timely, transparent, and standardized data and information. France has taken active steps to 
continually share health information with other EU member countries and abroad but has been less 
consistent concerning the sharing of health data. France has partnered with other countries and 
global organizations to improve the accessibility of health information throughout the past year and 
has reaffirmed their commitment to taking similar steps concerning the sharing of health data on a 
timely basis. 

Thus, France receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Ana Djordjijevic 
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Germany: +1 
Germany has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, 
and standardized data and information. 

On 15 December 2020, health ministers from Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland met to share and coordinate vaccination strategies in the effort 
to curb the spread of COVID-19.8104 The countries pledged to share information regarding their 
respective vaccination campaigns to promote transparency and implement any successful 
measures.8105 The government officials led this initiative in an effort to facilitate cross-border travel 
for workers and do combat disinformation concerning COVID-19.8106 

On 19 February 2021, the Federal Institute for Vaccines and Biomedicines, the Paul Ehrlich Institute, 
published a report on the AstraZeneca vaccine. The report stated that the AstraZeneca vaccine is 
high effective and safe, providing 70 per cent efficacy against the COVID-19 virus.8107 

On 28 April 2021, Chancellor Angela Merkel and China’s Prime Minister Li Keqiang met for the 6th 
Sino-German government consultations. They discussed several topics, including the respective 
experiences with the COVID-19 crisis. Chancellor Merkel stated, “We can only contain this 
pandemic if we work together – China and Germany can play an important part” and “advocated an 
open and transparent discussion about vaccine production and called for reciprocal recognition of 
vaccines – at least at the World Health Organization – to help us win the battle against the virus.”8108 

On 30 April 2021, Germany and the Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization 
(PAHO/WHO) donated computer equipment to Belize to support its ability to conduct data entry 
where internet may not be available, to improve Belize’s capacity for monitoring and evaluation. This 
will allow Belize “to gather and record individual data for reporting and documenting any adverse 
events following immunizations and respond timely,” which then can be shared with other countries 
and the PAHO/WHO.8109 

On 5 May 2021, Germany announced that in partnership with the WHO, it would “establish a new 
global hub for pandemic and epidemic intelligence, data, surveillance and analytics innovation” based 
in Berlin. The WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence “will also promote greater access 
to data and information.”8110 

 
8104 Major EU countries to coordinate COVID-19 vaccine release, Deutsche Welle (Bonn) 15 December 2020. Access Date: 

20 March 2021. https://www.dw.com/en/major-eu-countries-to-coordinate-covid-19-vaccine-release/a-55951608 
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May 2021. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/germany-china-1898824 
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new-global-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence 



2020 G20 Riyadh Summit Final Compliance Report 

G20 Research Group and CIIR 
10 November 2021 

1005 

On 6 May 2021, Germany announced it opposed the India and South Africa proposal to temporarily 
eliminate intellectual property protections on vaccines. The argument for the temporary elimination 
of intellectual property rights on vaccines is that “rules requiring countries to protect patents and 
other forms of intellectual property are an obstacle to increasing the production of vaccines and 
other products needed to tackle the pandemic.” However, Germany, which hosts BioNTech, and 
other countries that oppose the notion state that the removal of intellectual property rights will not 
solve the problem of inequitable access to vaccines.8111 

On 15 July 2021, Health Minister Jens Spahn requested for China to allow further investigations 
about the origins of the COVID-19 virus. 8112  While visiting the WHO headquarters, Spahn 
announced that the shared information was necessary to obtain.8113 

On 1 September 2021, Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel joined forces with WHO Director Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus to finally open the WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence in 
Berlin.8114 The new centre will be operated by WHO and will collect health data internationally in 
hopes to be “Better prepared for future epidemics and pandemics.”8115 The WHO Hub will collect 
and evaluate data from all countries, and the information will be shared on a global level.8116 

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized data 
or information by meeting and collaborating with other countries and international organizations like 
the World Health Organization to eliminate barriers to ending the COVID-19 pandemic. These 
strategies include opposing intellectual property protections on vaccines and collecting health data to 
share on an international level. 

Thus, Germany receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Ghazaleh Darini 

India: +1 
India has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 18 February 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Nodi presented at a workshop hosted by India on 
COVID-19 Management: Experience, Good Practices and Way Forward with Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Mauritius, Nepal, Pakistan, Seychelles and Sri Lanka. Prime Minister 
Nodi discussed the “creation of COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund to meet the immediate costs 
of fighting the pandemic and sharing of resources – medicines, personal protective equipment, and 
testing equipment”; “noted sharing of experiences and learning from each other’s best practices in 
testing, infection control and medical waste management”; “suggested that we can create a regional 
platform for collating, compiling and studying data about the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines 
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among our populations”; and asked “can we similarly create a regional network for promoting 
technology-assisted epidemiology, for preventing future pandemics?”8117 

On 19 February 2021, India attended the third Quadrilaterial Foreign Ministers’ Meeting with Japan, 
Australia and the US. The participants pledged to deepen cooperation on the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as cyber and critical technologies to countering disinformation.8118 

On 22 March 2021, India supplied over 60.4 million vaccine doses to 76 countries through World 
Health Organization-GAVI’s COVAX alliance. The goal is to share information about vaccine 
production in India and global distribution of these vaccines.8119 

On 6 April 2021, Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan launched the Integrated Health Information 
Platform. This new digital platform will enhance the current disease surveillance programme to allow 
for real-time tracking and track an additional 15 diseases. This initiative will improve disease 
surveillance and the distribution of disease data.8120 

On 7 May 2021, India met with Colombia for the 9th Foreign Office Consultations. The “two sides 
also discussed respective national strategies to counter and mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic and possible areas of cooperation in exchange of best practices, management strategies and 
medical research.”8121 

On 8 May 2021, India attended the India-EU Leaders’ Meeting. India and the 27 member states 
discussed “forging closer cooperation on combating the COVID-19 pandemic and economic 
recovery,” among other topics.8122 

On 19 August 2021, India announced that it will be offering the Co-WIN platform as an open-
source software to partner countries to address health-related challenges. This platform provides the 
technology for vaccine registration and monitoring to partner countries.8123 

On 9 September 2021, Prime Minister Modi hosted the 8th BRICS Summit in New Delhi. The 
leaders at the Summit emphasized the importance of global vaccine equity and support the 
establishment of a BRICS Integrated Early Warning System to prevent mass infectious disease risks 

 
8117 Prime Minister addresses a workshop on ''Covid-19 Management: Experience, Good Practices and Way Forward'' 

with 10 Neighbouring Countries, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 18 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. 

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/33542/Prime_Minister_addresses_a_workshop_on_Covid19_ 

Management_Experience_Good_Practices_and_Way_Forward_with_10_Neighbouring_Countries 

8118 Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 19 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 

2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/quad-foreign-ministers-meeting 

8119 India’s vaccine diplomacy: made in India, shared with the world, Development Policy Centre (Canberra) 29 March 

2021. Access Date: 29 March 2021. https://devpolicy.org/indias-vaccine-diplomacy-made-in-india-shared-with-the-

world-20210329/ 

8120 Union Health Ministry launches Integrated Health Information Platform to track 33 diseases, The New Indian Express 

(Chennai) 6 April 2021. Access Date: 26 April 2021. https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2021/apr/06/union-

health-minister-harsh-vardhan-launches-integrated-health-information-platform-2286270.html  

8121 9th India-Colombia Foreign Office Consultations, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 7 May 2021. Access Date: 18 

May 2021. https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/33852/9th_IndiaColombia_Foreign_Office_Consultations 

8122 India-EU Leader’s Meeting, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 8 May 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. 

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/33856/IndiaEU_Leaders_Meeting 

8123 Foreign Secretary’s Address to the All India Management Association on “Post-vaccine World Order: Dismantling 

Barriers to Global Business and Travel”, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 19 August 2021. Access Date: 25 August 

2021. https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-

Statements.htm?dtl/34194/foreign+secretarys+address+to+the+all+india+management+association+on+postvaccine+

world+order+dismantling+barriers+to+global+business+and+travel  
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for identifying future pandemics.8124 The need for this system was based on satisfaction within intra-
BRICS cooperation throughout the pandemic.8125 

India has fully complied with its commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized data or 
information by taking on significant measures to develop new programs and platforms to share 
information with the public. 

Thus, India receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Arun Eswaran 

Indonesia: 0 
Indonesia has partially complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, 
and standardized data and information. 

On 26 November 2020, foreign affairs and health officials from Mexico, Indonesia, Korea, Turkey 
and Australia (MIKTA) met to discuss ways to strengthen the global health system and co-operation 
and collaboration, among the five MIKTA countries, specifically regarding how to overcome the 
current pandemic and preventing others.8126 

On 15 December 2020, Indonesia met with Australia and Timor-Leste to discuss strengthening their 
trilateral cooperation. The first item on the agenda was to discuss the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the respective countries and region, as well as the challenges faced due to the pandemic. 
“Ministers discussed the importance of working together in support of the health security, economic 
recovery and stability of the region, including to ensure fair and equitable distribution of safe and 
affordable vaccines, and supporting vulnerable communities. Ministers also discussed ways to 
combat the rise of threats in cyber space including disinformation and misinformation in the context 
of the pandemic.”8127 

On 19 January 2021, Minister of Health Budi Gunadi Sadikin attended a virtual roundtable to discuss 
the development of value-based healthcare. The discussion, hosted by the Ministry of Health in Saudi 
Arabia and the World Economic Forum, focused on the construction and transformation of 
sustainable health development after the COVID-19 pandemic through value-based healthcare. 
Value-based healthcare focuses on patient’s health outcome along with the digitalization of health 
services. The minister emphasized the needed development in information technology.8128 

On 17 March 2021, Director for Communicable Diseases Prevention and Control Dr. Siti Nadia 
Tarmizi addressed the concerns regarding the COVID-19 AstraZeneca and Sinovac vaccines. Dr. 
Tarmizi also clarified the worries regarding the connection of blood clots and the AstraZeneca 
vaccine where she states that on 11 March 2021, the World Health Organization along with the 

 
8124 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8125 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8126 MIKTA Holds 1st Foreign Affairs and Health 2+2 Senior Officials’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 27 

November 2020. Access Date: March 18, 2021. http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321395  

8127 Australia-Indonesia-Timor-Leste Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Minister for Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 15 

December 2020. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-

release/australia-indonesia-timor-leste-trilateral-foreign-ministers-meeting 

8128 Indonesia Supports Value-Based Healthcare in Health Development, Ministry of Health Republic of Indonesia (Jakarta) 

19 January 2021. Access Date: 22 March 2021. https://www.kemkes.go.id/article/view/21012100001/indonesia-dukung-

konsep-value-based-healthcare-untuk-atasi-masalah-kesehatan-di-tanah-air.html 
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European Medicine Association clarifying that there is no link to blood clots and the AstraZeneca 
vaccine.8129 

On 8 May 2021, Indonesia called to waive patents on COVID-19 vaccines.8130 Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Retno LP Marsudi, emphasized the need for waiving patents to “boost global COVID-19 
productions” similar to how Indonesia has “consistently spoken for equal access to vaccines for 
all”8131 to the COVAX Advanced Market Commitment mechanism. Through the COVAX Advanced 
Market Commitment Engagement Group meeting on 17 May, co-lead by Minister Marsudi and 
backed by Ethiopia’s Minister of Health and Canada’s Minister of International Development, 92 
countries will be able to acquire vaccines and other materials.8132 

On 12 May 2021, the Ministry of Health conducted a brief study on the effectiveness of the Sinovac 
vaccine against COVID-19 infections. The results concluded that two doses of the Sinovac vaccine 
significantly reduces the risk of COVID-19 and prevents symptoms.8133 

On 27 June 2021, Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno Marsudi and Canada’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Marc Garneau met to discuss expanding access to vaccines to lower income countries and 
how to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.8134 

On 9 August 2021, Minister of Communications and Informatics Johnny G. Plate and Argentina’s 
Secretary of State for Public Innovation Micaela Sanchez Malcolm, held a virtual meeting to discuss 
digital technology in the upcoming G20 presidency.8135 Specifically, how digital technology could be 
used as a solution for handling the COVID-19 virus through digital vaccine certificates.8136 Argentina 
affirmed that they would support the discussion of digital technology during Indonesia’s G20 
presidency.8137 

 
8129 Govt Clarifies Issues Regarding COVID-19 Vaccines, Government of Indonesia (Jakarta) 17 March 2021. Access Date: 

22 March 2021. https://www.indonesia.go.id/kategori/feature/2609/govt-clarifies-issues-regarding-covid-19-vaccines 

8130 Foreign Minister: Indonesia Supports COVID-19 Vaccine Patent, Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia 

(Jakarta) 8 May 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021.  https://setkab.go.id/en/foreign-minister-indonesia-supports-

covid-19-vaccine-patent-waiver/ 

8131 Foreign Minister: Indonesia Supports COVID-19 Vaccine Patent, Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia 

(Jakarta) 8 May 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021.  https://setkab.go.id/en/foreign-minister-indonesia-supports-

covid-19-vaccine-patent-waiver/ 

8132 Foreign Minister: Indonesia Supports COVID-19 Vaccine Patent, Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia 

(Jakarta) 8 May 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021.  https://setkab.go.id/en/foreign-minister-indonesia-supports-

covid-19-vaccine-patent-waiver/ 

8133 Ministry of Health Quick Study: Sinovac Vaccine Effectively Prevents Death, Ministry of Health Republic of Indonesia 

(Jakarta) 12 May 2021. Access Date: 25 July 2021. https://www.kemkes.go.id/article/view/21051300001/kajian-cepat-

kemenkes-vaksin-sinovac-efektif-cegah-kematian.html 

8134 Minister Garneau meets with Indonesian counterpart, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa). 27 June 2021. Access Date: 1 

August 2021. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/06/minister-garneau-meets-with-indonesian-

counterpart.html 

8135 Indonesia, Argentina Discuss Collaboration in G20 in Digital Sector, Antara News (Jakarta). 9 August 2021. Access 

Date: 29 August 2021. https://en.antaranews.com/news/182906/indonesia-argentina-discuss-collaboration-in-g20-in-

digital-sector 

8136 Indonesia, Argentina Discuss Collaboration in G20 in Digital Sector, Antara News (Jakarta). 9 August 2021. Access 

Date: 29 August 2021. https://en.antaranews.com/news/182906/indonesia-argentina-discuss-collaboration-in-g20-in-

digital-sector 

8137 Indonesia, Argentina Discuss Collaboration in G20 in Digital Sector, Antara News (Jakarta). 9 August 2021. Access 

Date: 29 August 2021. https://en.antaranews.com/news/182906/indonesia-argentina-discuss-collaboration-in-g20-in-

digital-sector 



2020 G20 Riyadh Summit Final Compliance Report 

G20 Research Group and CIIR 
10 November 2021 

1009 

On 9 September 2021, the seventh Indonesia-Australia Foreign and Defence Ministers took place in 
Jakarta Indonesia.8138 Regarding COVID-19, the ministers emphasized their commitment to timely 
and equitable vaccines towards a shared regional recovery through being a part of the COVAX 
Facility (headed by Indonesia).8139 The Ministers also discussed limited medical equipment a health 
worker as well as misinformation and disinformation around the pandemic and the vaccines.8140 

Indonesia has partially complied with its commitment to share timely, transparent, and standardized 
data or information by discussing information regarding the safety and collection of the vaccines as 
well as participating in roundtables to further technological innovations in health but has failed to 
consistently share timely, transparent and standardized data. 

Thus, Indonesia receives a score of 0. 

Analyst: Shereen Marouf Mourad 

Italy: +1 
Italy has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 1 December 2020, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Luigi Di Maio 
participated in the 23rd European Union-Association of Southeast Asian Nations Ministerial Meeting, 
where he shared that Italy’s response to the pandemic was based on the concepts of people, planet, 
and prosperity. The Minister emphasized that these concepts would bring prosperity through a better 
distribution of opportunities.8141 

On 7 December 2020, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Emanuela Del 
Re attended the 12th call for the Ministerial Coordination Group on COVID-19, where she shared 
how Italy was confronting the second wave of the coronavirus by prioritizing citizens’ health while 
maintaining the national economy, and also by taking precautions. The Vice Minister also 
emphasized the importance of a coordinated multilateral, global response to mitigate pandemic 
impacts.8142 

On 15 December 2020, health ministers from Italy, Germany, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland met to share and coordinate vaccination strategies in the effort 

 
8138 Joint Statement on the Seventh Indonesia- Australia Foreign and Defence Ministers 2+2 Meeting, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021. 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/joint-statement-seventh-indonesia-

australia-foreign-and-defence-ministers-22-meeting 

8139 Joint Statement on the Seventh Indonesia- Australia Foreign and Defence Ministers 2+2 Meeting, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021. 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/joint-statement-seventh-indonesia-

australia-foreign-and-defence-ministers-22-meeting 

8140 Joint Statement on the Seventh Indonesia- Australia Foreign and Defence Ministers 2+2 Meeting, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021. 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/joint-statement-seventh-indonesia-

australia-foreign-and-defence-ministers-22-meeting 

8141 Minister Di Maio participates in the 23rd EU-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in virtual format, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation (Rome) 1 December 2020. Access Date: 10 May 2021. 

https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2020/12/il-ministro-di-maio-partecipa-alla-23-

riunione-ministeriale-ue-asean-in-formato-virtuale.html 

8142 Del Re at the ministerial meeting on emergency response to COVID-19, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation (Rome) 7 December 2020. Access Date: 10 May 2021. https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/ 

archivionotizie/comunicati/2020/12/del-re-a-riunione-ministeriale-su-risposta-a-emergenza-covid-19.html 
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to curb the spread of COVID-19.8143 They pledged to share information regarding their respective 
vaccination campaigns to promote transparency and implement any successful measures.8144 The 
government officials led this initiative in an effort to facilitate cross-border travel for workers and do 
combat disinformation concerning COVID-19.8145 

On 16 December 2020, Minister Di Maio attended the European Union-Latin American and 
Caribbean Countries dialogue and shared that a commitment to a multilateral response and 
promotion of health as a public asset, like Italy has been advocating for, will be key to overcoming 
the COVID-19 pandemic.8146 

On 8 February 2021, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Marina Sereni announced at the T20 Inception 
Conference that action towards COVID-19 response should be based on the three pillars of: people, 
planet, and prosperity. This affirmed Italy’s practices towards their response to the pandemic on a 
national and international level, recognizing the need for equity and sustainability.8147 

On 25 and 26 March 2021, Italy hosted a two-day group health meeting among G20 members. This 
meeting was to affirm coordination among G20 members and to share data and ideas. A professor at 
the Sapienza University of Rome, Moreno Di Marco, noted correlation between the pandemic and 
environmental health. Additionally, there were presentations held regarding preparedness and 
antimicrobial resistance. 8148  The meeting detailed using technology to gauge risk and spread of 
zoonotic diseases, and potentially applying a vaccination campaign on animals to prevent 
zoonosis.8149 

On 13 April 2021, the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness discussed COVID-19 vaccine development. Both officials 
discussed establishing a database for all information relating to COVID-19 in order to develop a 
vaccine that could potentially combat all coronaviruses. This idea was brought up given the rise of 
new COVID-19 variants.8150 

 
8143 Major EU countries to coordinate COVID-19 vaccine release, Deutsche Welle (Bonn) 15 December 2020. Access Date: 

20 March 2021. https://www.dw.com/en/major-eu-countries-to-coordinate-covid-19-vaccine-release/a-55951608 

8144 Large EU states commit to coordinated launch of COVID vaccinations, Reuters (London) 15 December 2020. Access 

Date: 20 March 2021. https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-europe-vaccination/large-eu-states-

commit-to-coordinated-launch-of-covid-vaccinations-idINKBN28P29W 

8145 La France et ses voisins frontaliers coordonnent leur stratégie vaccinale dans l’intérêt de leurs citoyens, Ministry of 

Solidarity and Health (Paris) 16 December 2020. Access Date: 20 March 2021. https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/actualites/ 

presse/communiques-de-presse/article/la-france-et-ses-voisins-frontaliers-coordonnent-leur-strategie-vaccinale 

8146 Minister Di Maio at the Informal EU – Latin American and Caribbean Countries Ministers Meeting, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (Rome) 16 December 2020. Access Date: 10 May 2021. 

https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2020/12/il-ministro-di-maio-alla-ministeriale-

informale-ue-paesi-dell-america-latina-e-caraibi.html 

8147 G20; Vice Minister Sereni, build a future focussing on people, the planet, and prosperity, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation (Rome) 8 February 2021. Access Date: 10 May 2021. https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/ 

sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2021/02/g20-sereni-costruire-un-futuro-con-al-centro-persone-pianeta-e-

prosperita.html 

8148 Italian Presidency of the G20, second meeting of the Health Working Group, Ministry of Health (Rome) 29 March 

2021. Access Date: 29 April 2021. 

http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=2196 

8149 Second Health Working Group Meeting, March 25-26, 2021, CONCEPT NOTE, Group of Twenty Italy (Rome), 25 

March 2021. Access Date: 29 April 2021. http://www.salute.gov.it/imgs/C_17_pagineAree_5459_2_file.pdf 

8150 COVID-19; Sereni meets Richard Hatchett, CEO of the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (Rome) 13 April 2021. Access Date: 30 April 2021. 

https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2021/04/covid-19-sereni-incontra-richard-

hatchett-ceo-della-coalizione-per-le-innovazioni-nella-preparazione-alle-epidemie.html 
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On 20 April 2021, the Italian Medicines Agency, in joint with the ruling of the European Medicines 
Agency, reported that the Johnson & Johnson vaccination was best used for peoples 60 years and 
older. Additionally, both agencies reported low risk of contracting thrombosis from the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine.8151 

On 6 May 2021, Italy announced its support for the India and South Africa proposal to temporary 
eliminate intellectual property rights on vaccines. The argument for the temporary elimination of 
intellectual property rights on vaccines is that “rules requiring countries to protect patents and other 
forms of intellectual property are an obstacle to increasing the production of vaccines and other 
products needed to tackle the pandemic.”8152 

On 12 May 2021, Vice Minister Sereni attended the Facilitation Council of the Access to COVID-19 
Tools Accelerator and suggested increasing global vaccine production, promoting international 
cooperation, and fostering the development of production capabilities to ensure the demand for tests, 
treatments, and vaccines to create more equity in vaccine distribution.8153 

On 17 May 2021, Carabinieri Command for the Protection of Health issued a safety notice over 
cases of dietary supplements containing Sildenafil, a pharmaceutical unsuited for dietary supplements, 
being sold online through the European Commission’s Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed. It is a 
tool used by countries within the European Union to share information and alerts with each 
other.8154 

On 21 May 2021, a G20 Global Health Summit was held in Rome. The meeting concluded with the 
signing of “The Rome Declaration” by the Italian Prime Minister and the President of the European 
Commission.8155 The declaration reaffirmed Italy’s commitment to sharing information with other 
member states, highlighted the need to invest more funds into health workers, research; and 
distributing and diversifying COVID-19 vaccinations.8156 

On 10 July 2021, a G20 conference was held in Venice, with one of the topics concerning the 
movement of peoples within Europe with the presence of the Delta COVID-19 variant. 8157 
Economy Minister Daniele Franco stated that any policies to restrict the movement of people should 
be avoided. In addition, there were conversations about sharing and delivering vaccinations to lower-

 
8151 Covid-19, safe Janssen vaccine; recommended preferential use to over 60, Ministry of Health (Rome) 20 April 2021. 

Access Date: 30 April 2021 http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/dettaglioNotizieNuovoCoronavirus.jsp 

8152 Covid: Germany rejects US-backed proposal to waive vaccine patents¸ BBC (London) 6 May 2021. Access Date: 19 

May 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-57013096 

8153 COVID-19: Sereni, strengthening global commitment against the pandemic, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation (Rome) 12 May 2021. Access Date: 29 July 2021. 

https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2021/05/covid-19-sereni-aumentare-impegno-

globale-contro-pandemia_0.html 

8154 Safety Notice for Sildenafil in Dietary Supplements, Ministry of Health (Rome) 12 May 2021. Access Date: 23 July 

2021. 

https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_1_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=dalministero&id=5485 

8155 The Global Health Summit ended with the signing of the Rome Declaration, Group of Twenty (Rome) 21 May 2021. 

Access Date: 29 July 2021. https://www.g20.org/the-global-health-summit-ended-with-the-signing-of-the-rome-

declaration.html 

8156 The Rome Declaration, Group of Twenty (Rome) 21 May 2021. Access Date: 29 July 2021. 

https://www.governo.it/sites/governo.it/files/documenti/documenti/Approfondimenti/GlobalHealthSummit/GlobalHe

althSummit_RomeDeclaration.pdf 

8157 Italian G20 Presidency Third Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting, Group of Twenty (Rome) 10 

July 2021. Access Date: 23 July 2021. https://www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Communique-Third-G20-

FMCBG-meeting-9-10-July-2021.pdf 
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income countries who struggle to gain access to vaccines. Italian representatives stated that this issue 
will be discussed further in a future G20 summit in October.8158 

On 26 July 2021, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Benedetto Della 
Vedova attended a conference in North Macedonia which covered the importance of cooperation 
between European countries in order to combat issues such as the COVID-19 pandemic.8159 

On 26 July 2021, Deputy Minister Manlio Di Stefano met with Georgian Foreign Minister Teimuraz 
Janjalia to discuss bilateral topics such as the current COVID-19 pandemic and resolving the 
economic repercussions that arose from the COVID-19 pandemic.8160 

On 5 August 2021, Italy hosted a G20 Ministerial Meeting emphasizing the need for countries to 
digitalize information and coordination. The meeting concluded that the pandemic has increased 
usage and the need for digitalization among countries.8161 

On 6 August 2021, Italy signed a joint declaration with the G20 Ministers of Research, the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization.5 The declaration acknowledged how digitalization can be used 
by countries in overcoming the COVID-19 pandemic and accelerating recovery.8162 

On 5 and 6 September 2021, Italy hosted the G20 Health Ministers’ Meeting in Rome, with the 
topics mainly concerning the COVID-19 pandemic. A declaration was formed detailing the goals of 
the G20 and actions needed to accelerate post-pandemic recovery and to build response systems for 
future pandemics.8163 

Italy has fully complied with its commitment by hosting and actively attending international 
conferences discussing resolutions for problems exacerbated by the pandemic. Italy has also shared 
timely, transparent and standardized data by coordinating in conjunction with the European 
Medicines Agency, over the safety of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine and by sharing laboratories for 
vaccine analysis, displaying Italy’s participation in coordinating with other countries. 

Thus, Italy receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Phoebe Han 

 
8158 Virus variants threaten global recovery, G20 warns, Reuters (London) 12 July 2021. Access Date: 29 July 2021. 

https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/g20-signs-off-tax-crackdown-warns-virus-variants-2021-07-10/ 

8159 Deputy Minister B. Della Vedova visits the Republic of North Macedonia, 25-26 July 2021 (Rome) 26 July 2021. 

Access Date: 25 August 2021. https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2021/07/visita-

del-sottosegretario-b-della-vedova-nella-repubblica-di-macedonia-del-nord-25-26-luglio-2021.html 

8160 Deputy Minister Di Stefano holds bilateral Consultations with Georgia (Rome) 26 July 2021. Access Date: 25 August 

2021. https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2021/07/sottosegretario-di-stefano-

tiene-consultazioni-bilaterali-con-la-georgia_0.html 

8161 The Digital Ministers approves a Declaration identifying 12 actions to accelerate the digital transition of the 

economy and governments (Trieste) 5 August 2021. Access Date: 28 August 2021. https://www.g20.org/the-digital-

ministers-approves-a-declaration-identifying-12-actions-to-accelerate-the-digital-transition-of-the-economy-and-

governments.html 

8162 DECLARATION OF G20 MINISTERS on Leveraging Research, Higher Education and Digitalisation for a 

Strong, Sustainable, Resilient and Inclusive Recovery , Group of Twenty (Rome) 6 August 2021. Access Date: 28 August 

2021. https://www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/G20-Ministerial-Declaration.pdf 

8163 Declaration of the G20 Health Ministers, Group of Twenty (Rome) 6 September 2021. Access Date: 11 September 

2021. https://www.g20.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/09/G20_Italia_2021_Health_Declaration_final_05092021_OFFICIAL.pdf 
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Japan: +1 
Japan has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 26 November 2020, Minister for Foreign Affairs Toshimitsu Motegi shared Japan’s response to 
developing and ensuring fair access to COVID-19 vaccines with Norwegian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ine Marie Eriksen Søreide.8164 

On 27 November 2020, Minister Motegi and Swiss Head for Foreign Affairs Ignazio Cassis 
discussed the importance of fair access to COVID-19 vaccines and medications, as well as reforms 
for the WHO due to the coronavirus.8165 

On 17 December 2020, Minister Motegi and United States State Secretary Mike Pompeo shared their 
respective countries’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic, demonstrating an exchange of 
information through communication.8166 

On 18 December 2020, Japan participated in the 14th regular multilateral teleconference with the US, 
Australia, Korea, New Zealand and Vietnam. The participants “exchanged views on facilitating 
regional cooperation on COVID-19 response, developing and distributing vaccines, resuming 
economic activities, and facilitating international travel.”8167 

On 19 February 2021, Japan attended the third Quadrilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting with 
Australia, India and the US. The participants pledged to deepen cooperation on the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as cyber and critical technologies to countering disinformation.8168 

On 18 March 2021, the Health Sciences Council expert committee meeting announced their plan to 
include people with severe mental illnesses or disabilities in the COVID-19 vaccination priority list. 
The council stressed to the public that this decision comes from research showing that people with 
mental illnesses or disabilities carry a higher risk of death from COVID-19.8169 

On 29 March 2021, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs received the final report of a research project on 
preventing and responding to outbreaks and spread of infectious diseases on cruise ships, sharing 
best practices and framework for the international community. The Ministry commissioned the 
reports after the outbreak and spread of COVID-19 on cruise ships in 2020.8170 

On 30 March 2021, Japan issued a joint statement alongside the UK, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Korea, Slovenia, and the US on the World Health 

 
8164 Japan-Norway Foreign Ministers’ Telephone Talk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 26 November 2020. 

Access Date: 3 May 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press1e_000161.html 

8165 Japan-Switzerland Foreign Ministers’ Telephone Talk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 27 November 

2020. Access Date: 3 May 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press6e_000251.html 

8166 Japan-U.S. Foreign Ministers’ Telephone Talk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 17 December 2020. 

Access Date: 5 May 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press1e_000164.html 

8167 Outcome of 14th Teleconference on COVID-19 Response between Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Choi and his 

Counterparts, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 21 December 2020. Access Date: 9 May 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321466 

8168 Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 19 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 

2021. https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/quad-foreign-ministers-meeting 

8169 Japan COVID-19 vaccine priority list to include people with mental disabilities, The Japan Times (Tokyo) 18 March 

2021. Access Date: 2 April 2021. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/03/18/national/science-health/covid-19-

japan-vaccinations-medicine 

8170 Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs NAKANISHI Satoshi received the final report of the research project on 

preventing and responding to the outbreak and the spread of infectious diseases on cruise ships, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Japan (Tokyo) 29 March 2021. Access Date: 6 May 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_002988.html 
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Organization’s (WHO) study on COVID-19 origins. The statement underlined the commitment of 
the governments to working with the WHO on data and information sharing regarding the start and 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, they stated that “With all data in hand, the 
international community may independently assess COVID-19 origins, learn valuable lessons from 
this pandemic, and prevent future devastating consequences from outbreaks of disease…We will 
work collaboratively and with the WHO to strengthen capacity, improve global health security, and 
inspire public confidence and trust in the world’s ability to detect, prepare for, and respond to future 
outbreaks.”8171 

On 1 April 2021, Minister Motegi shared Japan’s best practices in creating countermeasures against 
the pandemic at the Japan-Arab Political Dialogue. Minister Motegi “explained Japan’s support for 
the Arab countries on achieving the Universal Health Coverage, including addressing COVID-19 
based on the principle of human security, explaining successful examples of Japan’s existing 
assistance that has contributed to countermeasures against the pandemic.”8172 

On 19 May 2021, Minister Motegi and the United States Trade Representative Katherine C. Tai 
discussed best practices regarding equitable vaccine accessibility and expansion of international 
vaccine production through contributing to the COVAX facility and engaging in discussions with the 
World Trade Organization.8173 

On 9 June 2021, Minister Motegi and Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs Marise Payne 
emphasized the importance in ensuring equitable access to the COVID-19 vaccine globally through 
collaborative means.8174 

On 10 June 2021, Minister Motegi and Indonesian Minister for Foreign Affairs Retno L. P. Marsudi 
exchanged views on how to combat COVID-19 through mutual collaboration.8175 

On 17 June 2021, Japan and the United States exchanged views on health and biomedical research 
and COVID-19 resiliency at the 16th Japan-United States Joint Working-Level Committee 
Meeting.8176 

On 21 June 2021, Japan and Spain shared recent developments and research progress in collaborative 
activities in various topics, including biomedicine.8177 

On 22 July 2021, Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga explained in a call with WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom that Japan was making efforts to accelerate vaccinations in the country and ensure 
equitable vaccine access globally. Moreover, Suga noted the importance of sharing data and 

 
8171 WHO-convened COVID-19 origins study: joint statement, Government of the UK (London) 30 March 2021. Access 

Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-who-convened-covid-19-origins-study 

8172 The Second Japan-Arab Political Dialogue, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 1 April 2021. Access Date: 6 

May 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_002991.html 

8173 Telephone Talk between Foreign Minister MOTEGI and United States Trade Representative Tai, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 19 May 2021. Access Date: 31 July 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press1e_000193.html 

8174 Japan-Australia Foreign Ministers’ Telephone Talk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 9 June 2021. Access 

Date: 31 July 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press3e_000201.html 

8175 Japan-Indonesia Foreign Ministers’ Telephone Talk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 10 June 2021. 

Access Date: 31 July 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press3e_000202.html 

8176 Joint Press release The 16th Japan-U.S. Joint Working-Level Committee Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Japan (Tokyo) 17 June 2021. Access Date: 31 July 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press6e_000300.html 

8177 The 3rd Meeting of the Japan-Spain Joint Committee on Cooperation in Science and Technology, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 21 June 2021. Access Date: 31 July 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press6e_000301.html 
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information, including conducting studies to find the origin of COVID-19 – an example of a best 
practice.8178 

On 23 July 2021, Minister Motegi and WHO Director-General Adhanom called to explain strategies 
in responding to global health challenges. Minister Motegi emphasized the need to conduct further 
and more thorough studies regarding the origin of COVID-19, and that there should be no 
geographical vacuum in responding to global health crises.8179 

On 4 August 2021, Minister Motegi met with Antigua and Barbuda Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Everly Paul Chet Greene to discuss the need for cooperation in international issues such as COVID-
19 countermeasures.8180 

Japan has fully complied with its commitment to continually share timely, transparent and 
standardized data and information as outlined by the International Health Regulations through 
sharing updates on collaborative research processes and emphasizing the need to cooperate to 
overcome global health crises including COVID-19. 

Thus, Japan receives a score of +1. 

Analysts: Shanice Burton and Ingrid Wong 

Korea: +1 
Korea has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 24 November 2020, Korea hosted the 2020 Korea-Latin America and the Caribbean Future 
Cooperation Forum. Members from the Ministry of Health and Welfare, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Korea Drug Development Fund, the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency, the 
International Vaccine Institute, the Korea International Cooperation Agency, and officials of four 
Latin American countries were in attendance. Topics of the forum included how Korea and Latin 
America would officialise their cooperation in health, medical, and disease control and prevention, 
and how they would ensure the fair distribution of treatments and vaccines.8181 

On 26 November 2020, foreign affairs and health officials from Mexico, Indonesia, Korea, Turkey 
and Australia (MIKTA) met to discuss ways to strengthen the global health system and co-operation 
and collaboration, among the five MIKTA countries, specifically regarding how to overcome the 
current pandemic and preventing others.8182 

On 30 November 2020, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs held the second Korea-Middle East (United 
Arab Emirates [UAE]) Public Health Cooperation Conference. The importance of collaboration 

 
8178 Courtesy Call on Prime Minister Suga Yoshihide by Dr. Tedros Adhanom, Director-General of the World Health 

Organization (WHO), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 22 July 2021. Access Date: 31 July 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/ic/ghp/press3e_000215.html 

8179 Meeting between Foreign Minister MOTEGI and WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 23 July 2021. Access Date: 31 July 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press3e_000219.html 

8180 Japan-Antigua and Barbuda Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 4 August 2021. 

Access Date: 21 September 2021. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press1e_000210.html 

8181 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Health and Welfare Co-host 2020 Korea-LAC Future Cooperation Forum, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 24 November 2020. Access Date: 18 March 2021. 

http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321380 

8182 MIKTA Holds 1st Foreign Affairs and Health 2+2 Senior Officials’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 27 

November 2020. Access Date: March 18, 2021. http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321395  
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among the countries was stressed, as well as the opportunity for Korea’s health industry to share its 
advanced technology, quarantine capabilities and public health regulations with the UAE.8183 

On 3 December 2020, the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy and the Ministry of Food and 
Drug Safety announced that the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) adopted the 
Korean method of COVID-19 screening. Korea discussed the method with ISO members and a 
special Korean committee developed a plan for the standardization of their screening method to 
submit to the ISO.8184 

On 5 December 2020, Minister of Foreign Affairs Kyung-wha Kang attended the 16th Manama 
Dialogue’s First Plenary Session on “Global Governance in the wake of the Covid-19 Pandemic,” 
where she shared that advanced technology, trust, and cooperation where the most important 
factures to overcome the pandemic and in sharing accurate information, demonstrating best 
practices.8185 

On 9 December 2020, a convention in Seoul was opened to share the results of Korea’s international 
cooperation. The convention gathered representatives from 150 organizations, including government 
ministries, publicly funded think tanks, and distinguished figures from around the world. The topics 
covered included explanations of Korea’s quarantine system, medical treatment, and health care.8186 

On 18 December 2020, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Jong-kun Choi participated in the 14th 
regular multilateral teleconference with the US, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Vietnam. Korea 
explained that although Korea’s COVID-19 cases were rising, the country was able to respond to the 
pandemic effectively through the “3T (Testing, Tracing, and Treatment) strategy,” alongside social 
distancing reinforcement and conducting more diagnostic tests.8187  Furthermore, the participants 
“exchanged views on facilitating regional cooperation on COVID-19 response, developing and 
distributing vaccines, resuming economic activities, and facilitating international travel.”8188 

On 29 December 2020, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs held a virtual meeting among countries in the 
region with the goal to establish the “Northeast Asia Cooperation Initiative for Infectious Disease 
Control and Public Health.” This collaborative initiative was held to strengthen the capacity for joint 
response among regional countries and implement material and technology exchanges, to assist with 
the response to regional and transboundary health security crises.8189 

On 15 February 2021, the World Health Organization (WHO) approved the Korean version of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine produced by the pharmaceutical company SK Bioscience. Due to this 

 
8183 2nd Korea-Middle East (UAE) Public Health Cooperation Conference Takes Place, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 

12 December 2020. Access Date: 18 March 2021. http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321404 

8184 Korea’s COVID-19 Screening Methodology Adopted as International Standard, Korea.net (Sejong) 7 December 

2020. Access Date: 7 March 2021. https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/policies/view?articleId=192507 

8185 Minister of Foreign Affairs Delivers Speech at 16th Manama Dialogue’s First Plenary Session on “Global Governance 

in the wake of the Covid-19 Pandemic,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 8 December 2020. Access Date: 10 May 

2021. https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321421 

8186 Convention in Seoul Shares Korea’s Global Cooperation Experience, Korea.net (Sejong) 10 December 2020. Access 

Date: 7 March 2021. https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/policies/view?articleId=192640 

8187 Outcome of 14th Teleconference on COVID-19 Response between Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Choi and his 

Counterparts, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 21 December 2020. Access Date: 9 May 2021. 
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Counterparts, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 21 December 2020. Access Date: 9 May 2021. 
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approval and collaboration, Korea was able to utilize the data and information it had consolidated 
surrounding COVID-19 to contribute to the distribution of more AstraZeneca vaccines soon.8190 

On 17 March 2021, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Science and Information and 
Communications Technology opened the 2021 Korea- Latin America and the Caribbean Digital 
Cooperation Forum, with high profile officials from all participating countries in attendance. A goal 
of the Digital Cooperation Forum was for all the countries to collaborate on the sharing of data and 
information in the categories of medicine, technology, health and medical services. This was in an 
effort to strengthen cooperation between Korea and Latin America.8191 

On 18 March 2021, Korea Health Industry Development Institution and the Ministry of Health and 
Welfare held the 11th Global Healthcare and Medical Tourism Conference. The event consisted of 
briefing sessions, academic conferences, seminars, business conferences, and public relations events. 
This conference was a way for the Korean government to analyze global healthcare trends and 
demonstrate Korean healthcare research, data, policies, and technology.8192 

On 23 March 2021, Korea announced it was boosting cooperation with Costa Rica to improve the 
strength of Korea’s ties with Latin America. Korea and Costa Rica plan to work together on projects 
to establish access to vaccines and medical supplies for both countries. This will be done by Korea 
and Costa Rica collaborating in sharing data and research that will help further the development of 
health care and pharmaceuticals.8193 

On 30 March 2021, Korea issued a joint statement alongside the UK, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Japan, Slovenia, and the US on the WHO’s 
COVID-19 origins study. The statement underlined the commitment of the governments to working 
with the WHO on data and information sharing regarding the start and spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Furthermore, they stated that “With all data in hand, the international community may 
independently assess COVID-19 origins, learn valuable lessons from this pandemic, and prevent 
future devastating consequences from outbreaks of disease…We will work collaboratively and with 
the WHO to strengthen capacity, improve global health security, and inspire public confidence and 
trust in the world’s ability to detect, prepare for, and respond to future outbreaks.”8194 

On 31 March 2021, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs hosted the “High-level symposium on Korea’s 
leadership on global health in the COVID-19 era and beyond” with the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria. At the symposium, Korea shared best practices in responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which included effective pandemic response policy, public participation, and 
innovative technologies.8195 

On 4 and 5 May 2021, Minister of Foreign Affairs Eui-yong Chung attended the G7 Foreign and 
Development Ministers’ meeting and shared Korea’s experience in responding to the COVID-19 

 
8190 WHO Oks AstraZeneca Vaccine Made in Korea for Emergency Use, Korea.net (Sejong) 16 February 2021. Access 
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8194 WHO-convened COVID-19 origins study: joint statement, Government of the UK (London) 30 March 2021. Access 
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pandemic. Chung urged the necessity of international cooperation to ensure equity in vaccine 
distribution.8196 

On 22 May 2021, Korea and the United States pledged to strengthen the alliance between the two 
countries and work towards addressing critical issues of importance to the Indo-Pacific region and 
the world. This alliance will include expanding cooperation between the two countries regarding 
COVID-19 response, global health, health research, and health security.8197 

On 11 June 2021, Health Minister Kwon Deok-cheol participated in the G7 Health Ministers’ 
Meeting. The Health Ministers discussed measures to overcome COVID-19 and prepare for future 
pandemics. Minister Kwon proposed developing a globally collaborative pandemic surveillance 
system based on digital technology, suggesting that Korea can contribute to advancing the world’s 
pandemic response capacity, by specifically sharing their digital technology and the research and data 
that is used to develop and implement such technology.8198 

On 5 August 2021, President Moon Jae-in announced during the first meeting of a private-public 
joint committee created to establish Korea as a global vaccine hub that Korea will work to strengthen 
the global cooperation system regarding vaccine technology, research, and distribution. President 
Moon said this will be done by working closely with the United States to ensure that the global 
vaccine partnership, that was agreed upon during the Korea-US summit, leads to significant results. 
This will be done by expanding Korea’s vaccine partnerships with the United Kingdom, Germany, 
and other countries. Communication and cooperation with global vaccine research institutes, 
manufacturing companies, and international organizations such as the World Health Organization 
will also be improved.8199 

On 17 August 2021, President Moon held a summit with Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
to discuss strengthening bilateral cooperation and expanding the strategic partnerships between the 
two countries. Improving cooperation in the health care and medical sector, exchanging medical 
personnel and knowledge, and partaking in joint efforts in the prevention, management and response 
to infectious diseases are all elements that will be worked on to expand the collaboration between the 
two countries.8200 

On 2-3 September 2021, the National Institute of Food and Drug Safety Evaluation hosted a joint 
conference with the Drug Information Association. The conference aimed to strengthen 
international competitiveness and collaboration. The conference included domestic and foreign 
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industry experts and regulators to share COVID-19 vaccine development information, strategies for 
developing innovative drugs in Korea to enter foreign markets, and regulatory trends.8201 

On 25 August 2021, President Moon hosted a summit with President Ivan Duque Marquez of 
Colombia on the development of bilateral relations, cooperation in the post-COVID-19 era, and 
collaboration on global and regional issues. The talks covered improving cooperation in areas such as 
sharing information on the prevention and response to contagious diseases and strengthening 
cooperation in health care and medicine.8202 

Korea has fully complied with its commitment to continually share timely, transparent and 
standardized data and information. Korea has demonstrated significant leadership in collaborating 
globally to share best practices to develop health technology. Through the transparent and timely 
sharing and collaboration of health information, Korea has fully complied with this commitment, 
while being a leading actor in combating the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thus, Korea receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Hannah Story-Korman 

Mexico: +1 
Mexico has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 26 November 2020, health and foreign affairs officials from Mexico, Indonesia, Korea, Turkey 
and Australia (MIKTA) met to discuss ways to strengthen the global health system and co-operation 
and collaboration, among the five MIKTA countries, specifically regarding how to overcome the 
current pandemic and preventing others.8203 

On 7 January 2021, Deputy Health Minister Hugo Lopez-Gatell and Foreign Ministry official Efrain 
Guadarrama discussed COVID-19 vaccine experiences with Argentine President Alberto Fernandez. 
Mexico and Argentina signed an agreement to produce and distribute the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine, which is currently produced in Argentina.8204 

On 15 April 2021, Mexico hosted a virtual meting on Technological Development of the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean States vaccines against COVID-19, bringing together the eight 
research centers in the region that develop the most advanced vaccines. The participants discussed 
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“strengthening capacities for the production and distribution of vaccines and medicines in the region” 
and the importance of investing in research and development to stay ahead of the virus.8205 

On 19 April 2021, Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard promoted the economic and health integration 
between members of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States as well as the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean to further promote health in the region. 
Moreover, Minister Ebrard announced that cooperation has led to Mexico and Argentina to 
coproduce AstraZeneca vaccinations as well as create a network of vaccine projects throughout 
Central and South America.8206 

On 28 April 2021, Minister Ebrard met with the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergei Lavrov. 
Minister Ebrard reported to Lavrov on the success of the Sputnik V vaccine on the Mexican 
population, which was developed in Russia. Moreover, both officials plan to register an updated 
version of the Sputnik V – Sputnik Light – for the Mexican population.8207 

On 30 April 2021, Minister Ebard met with the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs to review and 
compare both countries’ COVID-19 measures and progress. Minister Ebrard thanked Spain for their 
assistance in distributing vaccinations and reaffirmed the importance of coordination and 
communication between Mexico and Spain.8208 

On 1 June 2021, Minister Ebrard gave details on how AstraZeneca vaccinations were produced in 
Latin America. The process revealed how Mexico coordinates with Argentina to produce the vaccine, 
with Argentina mainly producing the vaccine itself and Mexico distributing it. Moreover, Minister 
Ebrard also revealed plans to attend the meeting for ministers of the Central American Integration 
System where vaccination distribution will be discussed.8209 

On 2 June 2021, Minister Ebrard met with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Costa 
Rica. They discussed and affirmed their goals to cooperate in distributing COVID-19 vaccinations 
equitably and universally throughout the North American region to combat the pandemic.8210 Mexico 
explained how inequitable distribution is exacerbated and caused by higher-income countries mass-
purchasing and hoarding many of the vaccines.8211 

On 10 June 2021, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Carmen Moreno Toscano met with Italian 
Deputy Minister Benedetto Della Vedova. Key discussions in the meeting were largely about the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with maintaining universal accessibility to vaccinations a highlight in the 
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11 September 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-mexico-discuss-migration-covid-19-vaccine-

equality-2021-06-02/ 
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meeting. In addition, the two ministers discussed G20 affairs, especially since the G20 is currently 
under the Italian presidency.8212 

On 1 July 2021, Minister Ebrard signed a Joint Declaration with the French Minister for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le Drian which reaffirmed both countries’ commitment to cooperate and 
coordinate with each other in general and underscored the importance of making access to COVID-
19 vaccinations universal for developing countries. In addition, they both highlighted both countries’ 
efforts and plans to prevent zoonotic diseases as well as post-pandemic recovery.8213 

On 29 July 2021, Minister Ebrard met with American Senator Ben Hueso to discuss COVID-19 
vaccinations. Ebrard and Hueso exchanged and compared vaccination rates for the Mexican 
province of Baja California and the American state of California respectively – two territories that 
border each other. This data was shared as a supplement for a discussion on potentially re-opening 
borders.8214 

On 5 August 2021, Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs Carmen Moreno attended a virtual conference 
with the Slovenian State Secretary Stanislav Rascan. Both representatives discussed coordination for 
post-pandemic recovery between the two countries.8215 

On 9 August 2021, Minister Ebrard delivered a proposal to the other G20 members regarding 
emergency use of COVID-19 vaccines. Ebrard argued that all countries should formally recognize 
and refrain from imposing restrictions on any World Health Organization authorized vaccines as it 
could stifle world pandemic recovery.8216 

On 17 August 2021, Mexico hosted a Community of Latin American and Caribbean States meeting. 
One of the main points of the meeting was emphasizing the importance of international cooperation 
in mitigating the economic consequences from the COVID-19 pandemic.8217 

On 9 September 2021, President Andrés Manuel López Obrador met with American President Joe 
Biden to re-open the High-Level Economic Dialogue (HLED) between the two countries. Secretary 

 
8212 Foreign Ministry Note – Deputy Minister Della Vedova with the Deputy Minister of Mexico: relaunching bilateral 

cooperation after the pandemic, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (Rome) 10 June 2021. Access 

Date: 29 July 2021. https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2021/06/nota-farnesina-

della-vedova-con-sottosegretaria-messico-per-rilancio-cooperazione-bilaterale-dopo-

pandemia.html?fbclid=IwAR28oJe0WMH_mQvJ267QRgQgvu3ctNspqjvmIw1wenn0euYq4fo8B_jNUhg 

8213 Joint declaration of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs-Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France, Ministry of 

Foreign Relations (Mexico City) 1 July 2021. Access Date: 29 July 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/declaracion-

conjunta-secretaria-de-relaciones-exteriores-ministerio-para-europa-y-asuntos-exteriores-de-francia?idiom=es 

8214 Secretary Marcelo Ebrard meets with California Senator Ben Hueso, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs (Mexico City) 29 

July 2021. Access Date: 26 August 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/secretary-marcelo-ebrard-meets-with-

california-senator-ben-hueso?idiom=en 

8215 Undersecretary Carmen Moreno meets with Slovenian State Secretary Stanislav Rascan, Secretariat of Foreign 

Affairs (Mexico City) 5 August 2021. Access Date: 26 August 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/undersecretary-

carmen-moreno-meets-with-slovenian-state-secretary-stanislav-rascan?idiom=en 

8216 Mexico will receive up to 8.5 million vaccine doses thanks to cooperation with US, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs 

(Mexico City) 10 August 2021. Access Date: 26 August 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/mexico-will-receive-up-

to-8-5-million-vaccine-doses-thanks-to-cooperation-with-us?idiom=en 

8217 Mexico hosts CELAC meeting on housing and economic reactivation, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs (Mexico City) 17 

August 2021. Access Date: 26 August 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/mexico-hosts-celac-meeting-on-housing-

and-economic-reactivation?idiom=en 
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of Economy Tatiana Clouthier and American Secretary Gina Raimondo both discussed and shared 
ideas in making HLED a bilateral platform which will improve post-pandemic recovery.8218 

Mexico has fully complied with its commitment to continually share timely, transparent and 
standardized data and information by consistently convening with representatives from other 
countries in order to discuss manners concerned with the pandemic. 

Thus, Mexico receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Phoebe Han 

Russia: 0 
Russia has partially complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, 
and standardized data and information. 

On 24 November 2020, the Russian Direct Investment Fund, which is the national sovereign wealth 
fund, published standardized data and information on the efficacy of the COVID-19 vaccine with a 
reported a 95 per cent efficacy of the Sputnik V vaccine on the 42nd day following first injection.8219 

On 12 December 2020, Russia’s Federal State Statistic Service reported that the official total death 
toll from the virus is 57,000. However, on 28 December 2020, Russia’s Federal State Statistic Service 
reported that the number of deaths from all causes recorded between January 2020 and November 
2020 was 229,700 higher than in 2019. At a press conference on the same day of 28 December, 
Russia’s deputy prime minister admitted that “more that 81 per cent of increase in mortality over this 
period is due to COVID-19” which would put the number of deaths at 186,000 – almost triple of 
what was originally reported.8220 

On 5 February 2021, Russia attended the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council Meeting with Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Cuba, Moldova and Uzbekistan. Russia promoted the use of the 
Travelling Without COVID-19 pilot project, encouraging the expansion beyond Armenia, Belarus 
and Russia.8221 

On 8 February 2021, there was a discrepancy recorded between statistics of COVID-19 related 
deaths stated by the Russia’s Ministry of Health and Russia’s Federal State Statistic Service (Rosstat). 
Specifically, the health ministry has been reporting a much lower death toll than Rosstat. While the 
Ministry of Health reported a total death toll of 78,687 from the beginning of the pandemic up to 
February 2021, Rosstat reported a total of 162,429 COVID-19 related deaths for 2020 alone.8222  

On 9 February 2021, Russia met with Tajikistan for its 17th Intergovernmental Commission on 
Economic Cooperation. Russia promoted the Travelling Without COVID-19 application and offered 
Tajikistan the opportunity to take part. Furthermore, Russia agreed to visit Tajikistan to assess the 

 
8218 Relaunch of the Mexico-US High-Level Economic Dialogue, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs (Mexico City) 9 September 

2021. Access Date: 11 September 2021. https://www.gob.mx/sre/en/articulos/relaunch-of-the-mexico-us-high-level-

economic-dialogue-282325?idiom=en 

8219 Briefing by Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation 

(Moscow) 3 December 2021. Access Date: 18 April 2021. https://www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/foreign_policy/news/-

/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4465803 

8220 COVID-19: Russia admits to understating deaths by more than two-thirds, The BMJ (London) 31 December 2021. 

Access Date: 22 March 2021. https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4975 

8221 Meeting of the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council, The Russian Government (Almaty) 5 February 2021. Access 

Date: 18 May 2021. http://government.ru/en/news/41468/ 

8222 Natural population change among subjects of the Russian Federation for January to December 2020, Federal State 

Statistic Service (Moscow) 8 February 2021. Access Date: 20 April 2021. 

https://rosstat.gov.ru/storage/mediabank/TwbjciZH/edn12-2020.html 
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situation and “prepare a report for the emergency response centre on preventing the import and 
spread of the coronavirus infection in Russia.” 8223  The Travelling Without COVID-19 mobile 
app :allows users to store the results of their tests and QR codes and “is designed for those with a 
negative result in a coronavirus test while crossing the Russian state border at a number of 
checkpoint” to help Eurasian Economic Union “citizens move between countries while ensuring 
compliance with the current requirements.”8224 

On 28 April 2021, Russia met with Kazakhstan to discuss the bilateral relationship. Among other 
topics, they discussed the joint COVID-19 response efforts, as well as the joint production of the 
Sputnik V vaccine at the Karaganda Pharmaceutical Factory in Kazakhstan.8225 

On 30 April 2021, Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin spoke at the Eurasian Intergovernmental 
Council. Prime Minister Mishustin stated that “We need joint systemic measures that will make it 
possible to contain the infection. As we have repeatedly noted, the user-friendly and reliable mobile 
app called Travelling without COVID-19 has already been launched. Negative COVID-19 test 
results are uploaded from certified laboratories. Our citizens can therefore show these test results 
when entering any specific country. So far, Armenia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan and Russia are actively 
involved in the project. We hope that Kazakhstan will join us soon. It is important to expand the app 
by including vaccination data. I believe that its wide-scale use will make it possible to more quickly 
resume the safe passenger traffic that our citizens need.”8226 

On 12 May 2021, Russia met with Turkey to discuss strengthening their cooperation on all fronts. 
Russia invited Turkey to use the Russian supported, Eurasian Economic Union created Travelling 
without COVID-19 digital platform pilot program. The program will allow citizens of participating 
states to enter Russia in a simplified and streamlined way, ensuring safety of public travel.8227 

On 24 July 2021, the Ministry of Health updated its recommendations on vaccinations, in particular, 
stating that Sputnik V can be used without restrictions by all cancer patients who complete their 
course of treatment.8228 

On 9 September 2021, President Vladimir Putin attended the 8th BRICS Summit in New Delhi. The 
leaders at the Summit emphasized the importance of global vaccine equity and support the 
establishment of a BRICS Integrated Early Warning System to prevent mass infectious disease risks 

 
8223 The Intergovernmental Commission on Economic Cooperation between Russia and Tajikistan holds its 17th session, 

The Russian Government (Moscow) 9 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. http://government.ru/en/news/41503/ 

8224 Government extends the term for entering Russia on the ‘Travel without COVID-19’ application, The Russian 

Government (Moscow) 1 March 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. http://government.ru/en/docs/41636/ 

8225 Mikhail Mishustin’s conversation with Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan Askar Mamin, The Russian 

Government (Kazan) 28 April 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. http://government.ru/en/news/42079/ 

8226 Extended meeting of the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council, The Russian Government (Kazan) 30 April 2021. 

Access Date: 18 May 2021. http://government.ru/en/news/42102/ 

8227 Tatyana Golikova meets with Chief Foreign Policy Adviser to the President of Turkey Ibrahim Kalin and Minister of 

Culture and Tourism of Turkey Mehmet Ersoy, The Russian Government (Moscow) 17 May 2021. Access Date: 18 May 

2021. http://government.ru/en/news/42220/ 

8228 Министр здравоохранения России рассказал, сколько времени сохраняется иммунитет после прививки от 

COVID-19, Вести Дубны (Moscow Oblast) 18 July 2021. Translation provided by Googl Translate. Access Date: 23 July 

2021. http://indubnacity.ru/novosti/zdravoohranenie/ministr-zdravoohraneniya-rossii-rasskazal-skolko-vremeni-

sohranyaetsya-immunitet-posle-privivki-ot-covid-196 
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for identifying future pandemics.8229 The need for this system was based on satisfaction within intra-
BRICS cooperation throughout the pandemic.8230 

Russia has partially complied with its commitment to continually share timely, transparent and 
standardized data and information. Russia has been sharing monthly data on COVID-19 outbreaks 
and data on the efficacy of the Sputnik V vaccine. However, occasional discrepancies have been 
recorded between Russian healthcare information sources thus putting the reliability of some of the 
data shared under question. 

Thus, Russia receives a score of 0. 

Analyst: Arina Mnatsakanyan 

Saudi Arabia: 0 
Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information. 

On 14 December 2020, Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud and South African Minister of 
International Relations and Cooperation Naledi Pandor engaged in bilateral discussions, including 
their respective countries’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 8231 Saudi Arabia has partially 
complied with its commitment through its communications with South Africa to share experiences in 
the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, but has not taken substantial action to share timely, transparent 
and standardized data and information. 

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of 0. 

Analyst: Dre Daley 

South Africa: +1 
South Africa has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, 
and standardized data and information. 

On 3 December 2020, President Cyril Ramaphosa shared effective policy approaches at the United 
Nations General Assembly that have helped South Africa delay transmission of COVID-19 and 
prepared health facilities, including emergency relief measures for individuals, households, and 
companies. President Ramaphosa also reaffirmed the importance of UN member states in working 
with the World Health Organization to ensure equity in vaccine access.8232 

 
8229 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8230 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8231 Minister Pandor to host the Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister on working visit to Pretoria – Tomorrow, Monday, 14 

December 2020, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 13 December 2020. Access Date: 2 

May 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2020/saud1213.htm; Opening Remarks by the Minister of International 

Relations and Cooperation, Dr Naledi Pandor, on the occasion of the Working Visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Highness Prince Faisal Bin Farhan Al Saud, to South Africa on Monday, 14 December 

2020, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 14 December 2020. Access Date: 2 May 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/speeches/2020/pand1214a.htm 

8232 Statement by President Cyril Ramaphosa on the occasion of the General Debate of the 31st UN General Assembly Special 

Session on COVID-19, UN Headquarters, New York, 3 December 2020, Department of International Relations and Cooperation 

(Pretoria) 3 December 2020. Access Date: 2 May 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/speeches/2020/cram1203.htm 



2020 G20 Riyadh Summit Final Compliance Report 

G20 Research Group and CIIR 
10 November 2021 

1025 

On 14 December 2020, Minister of International Relations and Cooperation Naledi Pandor and 
Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud engaged in bilateral discussions, including 
their respective countries’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic, with South Africa specifically 
sharing a response from health and economic perspectives.8233,8234 

On 12 January 2021, Minister Pandor and Algerian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sabri Boukadoum 
exchanged experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic in Africa and efforts to ensure an effective and 
efficient response in the continent and also at the national level.8235 

On 27 January 2021, President Ramaphosa shared that South Africa was able to ensure social 
distancing by promoting public health measures based on individual behaviour and regulatory 
strategies, such as lockdowns, at the African Coronavirus COVID-19 Vaccine Financing and 
Deployment Strategy Webinar.8236 

On 24 February 2021, the Department of Health announced that the South African government has 
been working with local scientists from the KwaZulu-Natal Research Informatics and Sequencing 
Programme (KRISP). KRISP discovered that the 501Y.V2 variant of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus 
has higher efficacy to infect humans, which affects the vaccination process as the variant continues to 
spread.8237 

On 28 May 2021, President Ramphosa and French President Emmanuel Macron held a Joint 
Communiqué and exchanged views on impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, concluding that the 
increase of global vaccine production and accessibility to vaccines is necessary to combat the 
pandemic.8238 

On 1 June 2021, the BRICS Ministers of Foreign Affairs/International Relations met to discuss 
intra-BRICS cooperation and collaboration. They expressed concern over public health and impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and emphasized the value of bilateral and multilateral cooperation to 
combat the pandemic. This included better international preparedness to combat the pandemic, such 
as better mobilization of political support, necessary financial resources, strengthening local 
production, technology transfers, and equitable and affordable access to medicines, vaccines, medical 
equipment, diagnostics and therapeutics.8239 

 
8233 Minister Pandor to host the Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister on working visit to Pretoria – Tomorrow, Monday, 14 

December 2020, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 13 December 2020. Access Date: 2 

May 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2020/saud1213.htm 

8234 Opening Remarks by the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, Dr Naledi Pandor, on the occasion of the 

Working Visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Highness Prince Faisal Bin Farhan Al 

Saud, to South Africa on Monday, 14 December 2020, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 

14 December 2020. Access Date: 2 May 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/speeches/2020/pand1214a.htm 

8235 Joint Communiqué on the Occasion of the Working Visit by H.E. Mr Sabri Boukadoum, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

The People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, 12 January 2021, Department of International Relations and Cooperation 

(Pretoria) 12 January 2021. Access Date: 2 May 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/alge0112.pdf 

8236 President Cyril Ramaphosa: Opening remarks at the African Coronavirus COVID-19 Vaccine Financing and Deployment 

Strategy Webinar, The Presidency, Republic of South Africa (Pretoria) 27 January 2021. Access Date: 2 May 2021. 

https://www.gov.za/speeches/president-cyril-ramaphosa-opening-remarks-african-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-financing 

8237 Ministers Blade Nzimande and Zweli Mkhize brief media on latest scientific results on Coronavirus COVID-19 

variant, 3 Mar, National Department of Health (Cape Town) 24 February 2021. Access Date: 2 May 2021. 

https://www.gov.za/speeches/joint-media-briefing-24-feb-2021-0000 

8238 Joint Communiqué at the conclusion of the Official Discussions of the State Visit of His Excellency French President, 

Emmanuel Macron, to South Africa, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 28 May 2021. 

Access Date: 1 August 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/fran0528.pdf 

8239 Meeting of the BRICS Ministers of Foreign Affairs / International Relations, Department of International Relations 

and Cooperation (Pretoria) 2 June 2021. Access Date: 1 August 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0602.htm 
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On 23 June 2021, President Ramphosa attended the Extraordinary Summit of the Heads of State and 
Government of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and urged SADC member 
states and the international community to support a temporary waiver on the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), which is a proposal to allow more countries 
to produce the COVID-19 vaccine for a more efficient response.8240 

On 29 June 2021, Minister Pandor emphasized accessibility to affordable vaccines as one of the most 
important priorities in combatting the COVID-19 pandemic at G20 meetings in Italy.8241 

On 13 and 14 July 2021, Minister Pandor attended the Mid-Term Ministerial Conference of the Non-
Aligned Movement stressed the need for the movement to support India and South Africa’s 
temporary waiver proposal on provisions of the TRIPS. 8242  The Non-Aligned Movement also 
emphasized the need for the international community to collaborate and produce a collective policy 
to overcome global challenges and mitigate impacts, including the COVID-19 crisis.8243 

On 9 September 2021, President Ramphosa attended the 8th BRICS Summit in New Delhi. The 
leaders at the Summit emphasized the importance of global vaccine equity and support the 
establishment of a BRICS Integrated Early Warning System to prevent mass infectious disease risks 
for identifying future pandemics.8244 The need for this system was based on satisfaction within intra-
BRICS cooperation throughout the pandemic.8245 

South Africa has fully complied with its commitment to continually share timely, transparent and 
standardized data and information. South Africa has taken steps to continually share timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information through sharing COVID-19 experiences in 
bilateral discussions with other countries and debunking false facts with evidence. 

Thus, South Africa receives a score of +1. 

Analysts: Shanice Burton and Ingrid Wong 

 
8240 Communiqué of the Extraordinary Summit of SADC Heads of State and Government, 23rd June, 2021, Maputo, 

Mozambique Communiqué of the Extraordinary Summit of SADC Heads of State and Government, 23rd June, 2021, 

Maputo, Mozambique, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 23 June 2021. Access Date: 1 

August 2021. http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/sadc0623.pdf 

8241 South Africa reiterates its support for multilateral efforts aimed at tackling global challenges, Department of 

International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 29 June 2021. Access Date: 1 August 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/g-20_0629.htm 

8242 Statement by HE Dr Naledi Pandor, Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of South 

Africa, on the occasion of the Mid-Term Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement under the Theme: “Non-

Aligned Movement at the Centre of Multilateral Efforts in responding Global Challenges,” 13-14 July 2021, Department 

of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 13 July 2021. Access Date: 1 August 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/speeches/2021/pand0713.htm 

8243 Political Declaration adopted at the online Mid-Term Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement under 

the Theme: “Non-Aligned Movement at the Centre of Multilateral Efforts in responding Global Challenges,” 13-14 July 

2021, Department of International Relations and Cooperation (Pretoria) 15 July 2021. Access Date: 1 August 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/nam0714.pdf 

8244 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 

8245 XIII BRICS Summit - New Delhi Declaration, 9 September 2021, Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (Pretoria) 9 September 2021. Access Date: 21 September 2021. 

http://www.dirco.gov.za/docs/2021/brics0909.pdf 
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Turkey: +1 
Turkey has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, transparent, and 
standardized data and information. 

On 26 November 2020, foreign affairs and health ministers of Mexico, Indonesia, Korea, Turkey and 
Australia (MIKTA) met to discuss ways to strengthen the global health system and co-operation and 
collaboration, among the five MIKTA countries, specifically regarding how to overcome the current 
pandemic and preventing others.8246 

On 23 March 2021, Head of Health Institutes of Turkey Erhan Akdogan, stated that Turkey 
currently assists six coronavirus vaccine development research programs. The vaccine studies being 
implemented in Turkey are published and shared in scientific research studies about the vaccine 
programs.8247 

On 6 May 2021, Turkey announced the second inactive vaccine developed by Turkey had been added 
to the World Health Organization’s (WHO’s) list of vaccines in development. The director of the 
Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey underlined that being added to the WHO’s 
list demonstrates the transparency of the data produced by the project. Furthermore, the director 
stated that Turkey’s COVID-19 Turkey Platform is currently working on seven vaccines.8248 

On 24 May 2021, Minister of Health Fahrettin Koca attended the 74th World Health Assembly and 
stressed the significance of international solidarity in responded to health crises. The importance of 
international compliance was emphasized and Turkey’s vaccination efforts for health-care workers 
were discussed.8249 

On 25 May 2021, MIKTA [Mexico, Indonesia, the Republic of Korea, Turkey and Australia] released 
a statement which discussed the importance of transparent and accountable multilateral institutions 
to respond effectively to novel disease outbreaks and pandemics.8250 

On 16 June 2021, Minister Koca held dialogue with World Health Organization Regional Director 
for Europe Dr. Hans Kluge where Turkey’s international collaboration to support the vaccination 
campaign was emphasized and vaccination efforts to respond to the pandemic were discussed.8251 

Turkey has taken steps to achieve compliance to the continued sharing of timely, transparent and 
standardized information by creating vaccine agreements with other countries and has shared data 
with the WHO with regards to its inactive vaccine development. 

Thus, Turkey receives a score of +1. 

Analysts: Mehr Mukhtar and Joy Fan 

 
8246 MIKTA Holds 1st Foreign Affairs and Health 2+2 Senior Officials’ Meeting, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 27 

November 2020. Access Date: March 18, 2021. http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321395  

8247 Turkey works on 6 coronavirus vaccine candidates, Anadolu Agency (Ankara) 23 March 2021. Access date: 26 March 2021. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/turkey-works-on-6-coronavirus-vaccine-candidates/2185493 

8248 Turkey’s inactive COVID-19 vaccine makes it to WHO list, Daily Sabah (Istanbul) 6 May 2021. Access Date: 19 May 

2021. https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkeys-inactive-covid-19-vaccine-makes-it-to-who-list/news 

8249 Minister Koca Attends 74th World Health Assembly, Ministry of Health (Ankara) 25 May 2021. Access Date: 25 July 

2021. https://www.saglik.gov.tr/EN,83943/minister-koca-attends-74th-world-health-assembly.html 

8250 MIKTA STATEMENT ON COVID-19 during the 74th World Health Assembly, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Ankara) 25 

May 2021. Access Date: 25 July 2021. https://www.mfa.gov.tr/mikta-covid19-hk-ortak-aciklama.en.mfa 

8251 WHO Director for Europe Congratulates Turkey, Ministry of Health (Ankara) 16 June 2021. Access Date: 25 July 

2021. https://www.saglik.gov.tr/EN,84148/who-director-for-europe-congratulates-turkey.html 
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United Kingdom: +1 
The United Kingdom has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information. 

On 14 December 2020, the Ministry of Health in partnership with the UK organized a virtual 
seminar discussing vaccine distribution strategy and combating misinformation regarding 
COVID-19.8252 It was the third in a series of joint events between Argentina and the UK within the 
Latin American and Caribbean region. Seth Berkley, CEO of GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, spoke at 
the seminar to share information on the progress of COVAX, the global initiative to ensure fair and 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines.8253 

On 20 December 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) revealed that the United Kingdom 
has been sharing information about the new variant of the COVID-19 virus. The UK has conducted 
ongoing research about the new mutation and has been sharing the results of its studies. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson revealed to the WHO that the mutated virus is 70 per cent more 
transmissible.8254 

On 23 December 2020, Public Health England (PHE) confirmed that lateral flow devices used in 
mass testing are able to detect the new COVID-19 variant. A rapid evaluation with five lateral flow 
devices was undertaken to test whether the lateral flow devices currently in use in the UK are able to 
detect the new VUI 202012/01 variant. The experiment found each lateral flow device successfully 
detected the samples of the new variant.8255 

On 26 January 2021, the UK announced it would “offer its world-leading genomics expertise to 
identify new variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 to countries who do not have the resources 
to do so.” “Countries will be offered UK capacity to analyse new strains of the virus through the 
launch of the New Variant Assessment Platform which will be led by [PHE] working with [National 
Health Service] Test and Trace and academic partners as well as the World Health Organization’s 
SARS-CoV-2 Global Laboratory Working Group.”8256 

On 5 February 2021, the UK published data from the UK’s independent medicine regular on the 
routine safety monitoring and analysis of the approved COVID-19 vaccines. The report found that 
the vaccines meet strict regulatory standards and are very safe. The data demonstrated that there was 
“an overall reporting rate of 3 in 1,000 doses of vaccine administered from 9 December 2020 to 24 
January 2021.”8257 

On 22 February 2021, UK officials published an executive summary report sharing their response to 
COVID-19. The report outlines how the UK will continue to respond to the pandemic, the roadmap 

 
8252 Argentina and the United Kingdom organized virtual seminar on vaccines against COVID-19, Ministry of Health of 

Argentina (Buenos Aires) 14 December 2020. Access Date: 23 April 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-

reino-unido-organizaron-seminario-virtual-sobre-vacunas-contra-covid-19 

8253 Argentina and the United Kingdom organized virtual seminar on vaccines against COVID-19, Ministry of Health of 

Argentina (Buenos Aires) 14 December 2020. Access Date: 23 April 2021. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-

reino-unido-organizaron-seminario-virtual-sobre-vacunas-contra-covid-19 

8254 Covid: WHO in 'close contact' with UK Over New Virus Variant, BBC News (London) 20 December 2020. Access 

Date: 17 March 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-55382212  

8255 Rapid evaluation confirms lateral flow devices effective in detecting new COVID-19 variant, Government of the UK 

(London) 23 December 2020. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rapid-evaluation-

confirms-lateral-flow-devices-effective-in-detecting-new-covid-19-variant 

8256 UK to support rest of the world to find COVID-19 virus variants, Government of the UK (London) 26 January 2021. 

Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-support-rest-of-the-world-to-find-covid-19-

virus-variants 

8257 Latest monitoring data confirms safety of COVID-19 vaccines, Government of the UK (London) 5 February 2021. Access 

Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/latest-monitoring-data-confirms-safety-of-covid-19-vaccines 
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for lifting lockdown measures, the vaccine strategy, the success of the vaccination rollout, and 
more.8258 

On 22 February 2021, PHE published the first independent analysis in the UK on the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine efficacy. The report found that the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine provides a 70 per 
cent reduction in risk of catching COVID-19 after one dose, rising to 85 per cent after a second dose. 
The Head of Immunisation at PHE stated “This is strong evidence that the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
is stopping people from getting infected, while also protecting cases against hospitalisation and death. 
We will see much more data over the coming weeks and months but we should be very encouraged 
by these initial findings.”8259 Furthermore, the PHE is monitoring the AstraZeneca and announced a 
report will be published in good time.8260 

On 16 March 2021, the Minister for the Deployment of Vaccines against COVID-19 met with the 
Minister of Health for Argentina to discuss experiences developing and distributing the COVID-19 
vaccine.8261 The ministers exchanged experiences regarding postponing second doses to ensure as 
many people as possible are vaccinated and prioritizing by age, risk and activity.8262 Furthermore, the 
UK Minister “announced that they will share more information about vaccines and the results of 
their strategy with Argentina in April, when they obtain more data on efficacy and safety, since they 
will begin to vaccinate people over 50 years of age.”8263 

On 25 March 2021, PHE published an analysis on the impact of the COVID-19 vaccination program 
on preventing death and infection from SARS-CoV-2. The report found that from 8 December 2020 
to end of January 2021, 4 million vaccine doses were administered to adults aged 70 and over which 
has prevented 6,100 deaths. PHE Head of Immunisation said “We have shown previously that the 
COVID-19 vaccinations are hugely effective at stopping people from getting the infection. This new 
analysis calculates how many lives they have saved in the first few months of the vaccine programme, 
and with every additional day more lives have and will be saved. The vaccines have an excellent safety 
record and I would encourage anyone who is offered a vaccine to take it as soon as possible. While 
the vaccines have a striking impact on mortality, we don’t yet know how much these vaccines will 
reduce the risk of you passing COVID-19 onto others. Even if you have been vaccinated, it is really 

 
8258 COVID-19 Response Spring 2021, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 22 February 2021. Access Date: 17 March 

2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021  

8259 First real-world UK data shows Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine provides high levels of protection from the first dose, 

Government of the UK (London) 22 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-real-world-uk-data-shows-pfizer-biontech-vaccine-provides-high-levels-of-

protection-from-the-first-dose 
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Government of the UK (London) 22 February 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. 
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https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/ministerios-de-salud-de-argentina-y-reino-unido-intercambiaron-experiencias-sobre 

8262 Ministries of Health of Argentina and the United Kingdom exchanged experiences on vaccination strategies against Covid-

19, Ministry of Health (Buenos Aires) 16 March 2021. Access Date: 23 April 2021. 
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important that you continue to act like you have the virus, practise good hand hygiene and stay at 
home.”8264 

On 30 March 2021, the UK issued a joint statement alongside Australia, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Korea, Slovenia, and the US on the WHO 
COVID-19 origins study. The statement underlined the commitment of the governments to working 
with the WHO on data and information sharing regarding the start and spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Furthermore, they stated that “With all data in hand, the international community may 
independently assess COVID-19 origins, learn valuable lessons from this pandemic, and prevent 
future devastating consequences from outbreaks of disease…We will work collaboratively and with 
the WHO to strengthen capacity, improve global health security, and inspire public confidence and 
trust in the world’s ability to detect, prepare for, and respond to future outbreaks.”8265 

On 18 April 2021, the UK announced that a joint hygiene campaign between UK Aid and Unilever 
has reached 1 billion people. One aspect of the campaign is to “run information campaigns across 
TV, radio and social media in 37 countries to increase understanding of the benefits of handwashing 
with soap regularly and disinfecting surfaces to prevent the spread of COVID-19.”8266 

On 28 April 2021, PHE published a study on household transmission of COVID-19. The study 
found that one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine reduced household transmission by up to half.8267 

On 4 May 2021, the UK published its fourth round of the Schools Infection Survey to study the 
infections of COVID-19 in schools. The latest report found that there was a significant reduction in 
those testing positive for COVID-19 in schools, indicating “the importance of public health 
measures in schools for reducing transmission” and showing that “risk of transmission in schools is 
low.”8268 

On 10 May 2021, the UK published an analysis on the impacts of the COVID-19 in protecting 
against death and hospitalization from COVID-19. The analysis found that those who get a single 
dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine have 80 per cent lower risk of death from COVID-19 than those 
who do not get vaccinated. The report also found that protection against death from the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine was 97 per cent after two doses, up from 8- per cent after one dose.8269 

On 11 May 2021, UK Ambassador to the World Trade Organization (WTO) Simon Manley spoke at 
the WTO General Council. Ambassador Manley stated “A balanced and effective intellectual 
property regime has proved invaluable in this crisis, as in others, in supporting innovation and 
supporting collaboration, as well as ensuring the results of that innovation, including safe and 
effective diagnostics, vaccines and therapeutics can reach those who need them. The UK stands 
ready to engage in further evidence-based discussions and is committed to finding solutions to these 

 
8264 COVID-19 vaccines have prevented thousands of deaths in older adults, new data shows, Government of the UK 

(London) 25 March 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccines-have-

prevented-thousands-of-deaths-in-older-adults-new-data-shows 

8265 WHO-convened COVID-19 origins study: joint statement, Government of the UK (London) 30 March 2021. Access 

Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-who-convened-covid-19-origins-study 
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8267 One dose of COVID-19 vaccine can cut household transmission by up to half, Government of the UK (London) 28 

April 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/one-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine-can-cut-
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8268 COVID-19 in schools: study shows drop in infections, Government of the UK (London) 4 May 2021. Access Date: 18 

May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-in-schools-study-shows-drop-in-infections-1 

8269 COVID-19 vaccines: further evidence of success, Government of the UK (London) 10 May 2021. Access Date: 18 

May 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccines-further-evidence-of-success 
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issues. Meanwhile, we are delighted to see the WTO bringing together key stakeholders to look 
carefully at all the relevant trade, health and intellectual property elements so that we can support the 
development, production, and equitable access to these vaccines. We salute the role played by the 
Director General in this regard.”8270 

On 14 May 2021, the PHE published its analysis on the impact of the COVID-19 vaccination 
program on deaths and hospitalizations. The analysis indicated that in England up to the end of April 
the vaccine program prevented 11,700 deaths in those 60 and older and at least 33,000 
hospitalizations in those 65 and older. The PHE stated that “There is now clear and increasing 
evidence that vaccines help to reduce transmission, therefore it is likely that an even higher number 
of deaths and hospitalisations have been prevented by the vaccination programme.”8271 

On 15 May 2021, the UK announced it would host the world’s first Global Vaccine Confidence 
Summit on 2 June 2021. The purpose of the summit will be to “look at innovative solutions to tackle 
misinformation and support confidence in life-saving COVID-19 vaccines around the world.”8272 

On 26 August 2021, the government announced it would ease it data-sharing rules following its 
departure from the European Union last year.8273 The new agreement will relax privacy laws and will 
transfer greater data internationally. 8274  A more transparent data-sharing system will allow for 
improved technological and scientific research in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 8275  The 
government aims to publicly share data from x-rays images to aid researchers in their efforts to find a 
solution.8276 

The United Kingdom has taken significant steps for the continued sharing of timely, transparent and 
standardized data and information by constantly publishing reports on the efficacy and impacts of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech and AstraZeneca vaccines. Furthermore, the United Kingdom has worked with 
other countries to share data and information, as well as exchange experiences during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Thus, the United Kingdom receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Ghazaleh Darini 
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United States: +1 
The United States has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information. 

On 18 December 2020, the US participated in the 14th regular multilateral teleconference with 
Australia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and Vietnam. The participants “exchanged views on 
facilitating regional cooperation on COVID-19 response, developing and distributing vaccines, 
resuming economic activities, and facilitating international travel.”8277 

On 15 January 2021, the US announced it would be “sharing new information concerning the 
activities inside China’s government laboratories in 2019” with the World Health Organization 
(WHO), in light of WHO investigative team’s arrival in China.8278 

On 20 January 2021, the Integrated Health Services Agency, led by Management Sciences for Health, 
with support from the United States Agency for International Development through the United 
States Government’s Malaria Initiative, provided financial and technical support to Benin’s health 
zones when COVID-19 began to hit Benin. The goal of this initiative was to ensure that Benin had 
continued access to malaria interventions and essential health services throughout the pandemic.8279 

On 20 January 2021, the United States sent a letter to the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres to inform of the President’s decision to reverse the withdrawal of the country from the 
WHO. This decision ensures that the United States will be able to continue to support global 
vaccination, research, and development for tests, treatments and vaccines.8280 

On 21 January 2021, the United States Congress enacted the Global Health Security Act of 2021. 
This bill directed the president to form a Global Health Security Agenda Interagency Review Council 
to implement the Global Health Security Agenda. This review council will implement the Global 
Health Security Agenda, an international initiative to address global infectious disease threats.8281 

On 11 February 2021, the United States Congress passed the Robust International Response to 
Pandemic Act. This act outlined how the United States would aid in the international response to a 
pandemic. This document is aimed at outlining how wealthier countries will provide aid to 
developing countries through implementing protocols and transparency mechanisms to ensure 
allocations are used for public good.8282 

 
8277 Outcome of 14th Teleconference on COVID-19 Response between Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Choi and his 

Counterparts, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 21 December 2020. Access Date: 9 May 2021. 

https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=321466 

8278 Ensuring a Transparent, Thorough Investigation of COVID-19’s Origin, Department of State (Washington, D.C.) 15 

January 2021. Access Date: 18 May 2021. https://2017-2021.state.gov/ensuring-a-transparent-thorough-investigation-

of-covid-19s-origin/index.html 

8279 Strengthening Malaria Interventions in Benin During the COVID-19 Pandemic, USAID (Washington, D.C.) 20 January 

2021. Access Date: 15 March 2021. https://www.usaid.gov/benin/news/strengthening-malaria-interventions-benin-
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8280 National Security Memorandum on United States Global Leadership to Strengthen the International COVID-19 

Response and to Advance Global Health Security and Biological Preparedness, The White House (Washington, D.C.) 21 

January 2021. Access Date: 15 March 2021. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
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On 19 February 2021, the US participated in the 3rd Quadrilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting with 
Japan, India and Australia. The participants pledged to deepen cooperation on the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as cyber and critical technologies to countering disinformation.8283 

On 30 March 2021, the US issued a joint statement alongside Australia, Canada, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Korea, Slovenia, and the US on the WHO 
COVID-19 origins study. The statement underlined the commitment of the governments to working 
with the WHO on data and information sharing regarding the start and spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Furthermore, they stated that “With all data in hand, the international community may 
independently assess COVID-19 origins, learn valuable lessons from this pandemic, and prevent 
future devastating consequences from outbreaks of disease…We will work collaboratively and with 
the WHO to strengthen capacity, improve global health security, and inspire public confidence and 
trust in the world’s ability to detect, prepare for, and respond to future outbreaks.”8284 

On 2 April 2021, the planning of the President’s Emergency Plan for Aids Relief (PEPFAR) 
Country/Regional Operation Plan 2021 resumed. PEFAR is committed to supporting every 
PEPFAR country and region by ensuring transparent, data-driven and collaborative plans. By 
collaborating with partners and communities around the globe, PEPFAR will ensure there is no 
disruption in HIV services to PEPFAR-supported countries.8285 

On 5 May 2021, the US announced it would “support the temporary waiver of intellectual property 
on COVID-19 vaccines…and work with the private sector and other partners to expand vaccine 
manufacturing and distribution.”8286 

On 16 March 2021, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Toshimitsu Motegi reaffirmed the importance of the United States-Japan alliance during Secretary 
Blinken’s visit to Tokyo. Specifically, they discussed how the United States and Japan will closely 
collaborate and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic to further assist global partners in the fight 
against the pandemic. Both countries will strongly support the multilateral efforts of the World 
Health Organization, the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations, and COVAX, while 
seeking greater opportunities for joint health security cooperation for the Indo-Pacific region.8287 

On 20 May 2021, the Congress introduced the “Global Pandemic Prevention and Biosecurity Act” 
which will establish a global task force to conduct and share research regarding zoonotic diseases. 
This global task force will work towards supporting improved community health, sustainable 
agriculture, the safety of livestock, and forest management while supporting foreign governments to 
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reduce the risk of zoonotic spillover events between animals and humans through sharing research 
and data from United States health models.8288 

On 11 June 2021, the United States and the G7 members developed a plan to “Defeat the COVID-
19 Pandemic in 2022 and Prevent the Next Pandemic.” This plan outlines the steps for ending the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2022, in addition to planning steps to prevent the possibility of the next 
pandemic. These steps include working internationally develop a global health security financing 
mechanism and to transform disease surveillance and early warning through collaboratively 
researching and establishing a global disease surveillance network, internationally.8289 

On 27 July 2021, Secretary of State Blinken travelled to New Delhi, India to reaffirm the United 
States’ commitment to strengthening the partnership and cooperation between the two countries. 
The two countries made plans to improve their collaboration on a range of issues, including 
international and national health and combatting the COVID-19 pandemic. This will ensure the 
sharing of health information and research between the two countries.8290 

The United States has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information through the consistent sharing of data and 
information in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thus, the United States receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Hannah Story-Korman 

European Union: +1 
The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to the continued sharing of timely, 
transparent, and standardized data and information. 

On 7 December 2020, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) partnered 
with the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), which marked the 
beginning of the EU’s four-year project: “EU for health and security in Africa: ECDC for Africa 
CDC.”8291 The project came into effect on 1 January 2021. Cooperation between the EU and the 
Africa CDC serves to bolster both Europe and Africa’s respective global health responses in the 
event of future crises. Through the sharing of health information and data, both the ECDC and 
Africa CDC are working to bolster their “surveillance of infectious diseases, data sharing, and early 
detection of threats” in order to build up their preparedness for other global health emergencies.8292 

 
8288 Global Pandemic Prevention and Biosecurity Act, United States Congress (Washington) 20 May 2021. Access Date: 
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The project is funded through the European Development Fund, with the ECDC contributing 
EUR9 million, as well as a EUR1 million grant to the Africa CDC.8293 

On 14 December 2020, the European Commission launched the Re-open EU app, which provides 
regular, comprehensive and continual updates on COVID-19 related issues and other health and 
safety measures in EU member countries.8294 The free app offers information in all 24 official EU 
languages and shares data collected by the ECDC.8295 

On 23 December 2020, the European Commission released and impact assessment concerning the 
establishment of a European Health Data Space. It is part of a broader EU “Data Strategy” initiative, 
allowing governments, public authorities and other sectors to access centralized data and facilitate 
data sharing across the EU. This initiative focuses on the accessibility and sharing of health data in 
order to improve national healthcare efforts.8296 

On 1 January 2021, the EU and UK’s Trade and Cooperation Agreement went into effect, following 
the UK’s formal exit from the EU. This agreement included several provisions pertaining to 
information sharing, particularly during times of serious cross-border health risks, such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In such an event, the UK and EU are able to exchange health information 
and data as well as coordinate public health responses. The agreement also allows for collaboration 
between the UK and the ECDC to share relevant scientific information.8297 

On 20 January 2021, the EU and the Pan American Health Organization/World Health 
Organization (PAHO/WHO) donated computer and electronic equipment to Belize. The equipment 
will be used for better data and information collection, which then can be shared with other 
countries and the PAHO/WHO.8298 

On 19 March 2021, the ECDC and WHO/Europe launched the first joint COVID-19 weekly 
bulletin, compiling COVID-19 surveillance and vaccination data. This cooperative effort between 
ECDC and WHO/Europe publicizes case, death, vaccination and hospitalization data from 
individual countries in a centralized manner.8299 
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On 26 March 2021, the EU4Health program came into force, in an effort to support the EU’s 
COVID-19 recovery and pandemic preparedness plans. 8300  EU4Health provides unprecedented 
funding to EU member governments, health organizations as well as non-governmental 
organizations for the 2021-2027 period.8301 The program seeks to promote collaboration between 
member states concerning both prevention and response to healthcare crises. EU4Health allows the 
EU to monitor health threats and share information gathered through this surveillance with member 
states.8302 It also seeks to stimulate the digital transformation of health systems in order to facilitate 
cross-border flows of information and data.8303 In total, the program aims to invest EUR5.1 billion to 
promote secure data access and sharing and prevent another global crisis like the COVID-19 
pandemic.8304 

On 30 March 2021, President of the European Council Charles Michel joined other global leaders in 
calling for an international treaty on pandemic prevention and preparedness. Such a treaty would 
allow for equitable and universal access to healthcare related solutions, information and data by 
enhancing global cooperation.8305 

On 6 May 2021, the EU announced its support for the India and South Africa proposal to temporary 
eliminate intellectual property rights on vaccines. The argument for the temporary elimination of 
intellectual property rights on vaccines is that “rules requiring countries to protect patents and other 
forms of intellectual property are an obstacle to increasing the production of vaccines and other 
products needed to tackle the pandemic.”8306 

On 22 June 2021, the European Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement that 
strengthens the health technology assessment cooperation among 27 member states.8307 The new 
regulation is said to allow national healthcare providers to make evidence-based decisions and offer 
better care thanks to the availability of innovative health technologies.8308 

On 29 June 2021, the European Commission adopted a Recommendation which seeks to facilitate 
cross-border electronic health record exchange.8309 This Recommendation would allow for secure 
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access to health data, regardless of which EU country citizens find themselves in, thereby advancing 
digital healthcare cooperation in Europe.8310 

On 23 July 2021, the European Council reached an agreement to draft proposals that might help 
strengthen the role of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) as well as 
amend an EU law on cross-border health threats.8311 These changes to both the ECDC and the 
existing law would allow for a coordinated response to new communicable diseases like COVID-
19.8312 

On 6 September 2021, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety Stella Kyriakides 
reaffirmed the importance of the One Health approach among member countries and stressed the 
importance of global coordination, the sharing of information through strengthening research and 
faster detection. 8313  She also claimed that the European Health Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Authority would provide an improved health security structure for the EU, which would 
address the weakness brough to light by the COVID-19 pandemic and emphasize data and 
information sharing as medical countermeasures.8314 

The European Union has fully complied with this commitment and taken steps to promote the 
continued sharing of timely, transparent, and standardized data and information by implementing 
new initiatives such as the EU4Health program and the establishment of the EHDS to better prepare 
countries’ global health responses. The EU has also partnered with actors such as Africa CDC and 
WHO Europe to promote this timely and continue sharing of data and information amongst 
member countries and abroad. 

Thus, the European Union receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Ana Djordjijevic 
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