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Preface

Since the G20 leaders met at their first summit in 2008 in Washington, the G20 Research Group at
the University of Toronto and the Center for International Institutions Research of the Russian
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA), formerly with
the International Organizations Research Institute at the National Research University Higher School
of Economics (HSE), in Moscow have produced reports on their progress in implementing the
priority commitments made at each summit. These reports monitor each G20 member’s efforts to
implement a carefully chosen selection of the many commitments produced at each summit. The
reports are offered to the general public and to policy makers, academics, civil society, the media and
interested citizens around the world in an effort to make the work of the G20 more transparent,
accessible and effective, and to provide scientific data to enable the meaningful analysis of the causes
of compliance and the impact of this important informal international institution. Previous reports
are available at the G20 Information Centre at http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/analysis.

The G20 Research Group has been working with Marina Larionova’s team at RANEPA and
previously at HSE since initiating this G20 compliance research in 2009, after the Washington
Summit in November 2008. The initial report, covering only one commitment made at that summit,
tested the compliance methodology developed by the G8 Research Group and adapted it to the G20.

To make its assessments, the G20 Research Group relies on publicly available information,
documentation and media reports. To ensure accuracy, comprehensiveness and integrity, we
encourage comments from stakeholders. Indeed, scores can be recalibrated if new material becomes
available. All feedback remains anonymous. Responsibility for the contents of this report lies
exclusively with the authors and analysts of the G20 Research Group.

Professor John Kirton
Co-director, G20 Research Group
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Introduction and Summary

The G20 2018 Buenos Aires Final Compliance Report is prepared by the G20 Research Group based
at the University of Toronto and its Russian partner at the Center for International Institutions
Research of the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration
(RANEPA). The report analyzes compliance by G20 members with a selection of 20 priority
commitments of a total of 128 commitments made at the Buenos Aires Summit hosted by Argentina

on 30 November — 1 December 2018. The report covers relevant actions taken by the G20 members
between 2 December 2018 to 10 May 2019.

Due to the short seven-month compliance cycle between the Buenos Aires and Osaka summits,
there was not sufficient to prepare an interim compliance report. As a result, there remain at least
two questions regarding the interpretive guidelines and consequent scoring metrics and scores for at
least two assessments in this report. One, regarding commitment 17 on food and agriculture, is the
inclusion of the actions of state-owned enterprises as qualifying as government implementing action.
The second question applies to the two climate change commitments with regard to including the
depth as well as breadth of implementing action in the assessments.

Methodology and Scoring System

This report draws on the methodology developed by the G8 Research Group, which has been
monitoring G7/8 compliance since 1996 (the International Organisations Research Institute at the
Higher School of Economics (IORI HSE) joined this multiyear project in 2005, and Bond University
participated in 2014). The use of this methodology builds cross-institutional and cross-member
consistency and also allows compatibility with compliance assessments of other institutions.

The methodology uses a scale from —1 to +1, where +1 indicates full compliance with the stated
commitment, —1 indicates a failure to comply or action taken that is directly opposite to the stated
instruments or goal of the commitment, and 0 indicates partial compliance or work in progress, such
as initiatives that have been launched but are not yet near completion and whose full results can
therefore not be assessed. Each member assessed receives a score of —1, 0 or +1 for each
commitment. For convenience, the scores in the tables have been converted to percentages, where
—1 equals O per cent and +1 equals 100 per cent.!

A —1 compliance score does not necessarily imply an unwillingness to comply on the part of G20
members. In some cases, policy actions can take multiple compliance cycles to implement and
measure. As the G20 Research Group and RANEPA (formerly the research team at IORI HSE)
continue to monitor developments, progress made by members can be recorded in future
compliance reports.

The Compliance Coding Manual that describes the methodology in detail is available on the G20
Information Centre website at http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/analysis/index.html#method.

! The formula to convert a score into a percentage is P = 50 x (S + 1), where P is the percentage and S is the score.
? A commitment is defined as a discrete, specific, publicly expressed, collectively agreed statement of intent; a promise
by summit members that they will undertake future action to move toward, meet or adjust to an identified target.
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Commitment Breakdown

The G20 made a total of 128 commitments at the Buenos Aires Summit.2 These commitments, as
identified by the G20 Research Group and RANEPA, are drawn from the official Buenos Aires
Leaders’ Declaration and the G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan.

Selection of Commitments

For each compliance cycle (that is, the period between summits), the research team selects
commitments that reflect the breadth of the G20 agenda and also reflect the priorities of the
summit’s host, while balancing the selection to allow for comparison with past and future summits,
following the methodology developed by the G8 Research Group. The selection also replicates the
breakdown of issue areas and the proportion of commitments in each one. Primary criteria for
priority commitment selection are the comprehensiveness and relevance to the summit, the G20 and
the world, as well as individual and collective pledges. Selected commitments must also meet
secondary criteria of performance measurability and ability to comply to some degree within a year,
as well as tertiary criteria of significance as identified by scientific teams and relevant stakeholders in
the host country.

For the 2018 Buenos Aires Final Compliance Report, 20 priority commitments were selected for
assessment by the University of Toronto and RANEPA teams from the 128 commitments made at
the Buenos Aires Summit (see Table 1).

Final Compliance Scores

The assessment is based on relevant, publicly available information relating to actions taken from
2 December 2018 to 10 May 2019. The final compliance scores by commitment are contained in
Table 2. Country rankings are listed in Table 3 and commitment rankings are listed in Table 4.

For the full final report and including all 20 priority commitments, G20 members achieved an
average final compliance score of 78%.

Final Compliance by Member

For compliance with the Buenos Aires Summit’s priority commitments, the European Union, has the
highest rate of compliance at +1.00 (100%), followed by Australia at +0.80 (90%), and Argentina,
Canada, China, Germany and the United Kingdom tied with +0.75 (88%). The lowest scoring
member is South Africa with +0.05 (53%). The difference between the highest and lowest G20
member compliance scores is +0.95 (47%). All the scores by G20 members are listed in Table 3.

Final Compliance by Commitment

This particular compliance cycle has produced a high level of compliance for several areas so far. The
commitments on health (universal health coverage) and digital infrastructure ranked highest at +0.85
(93%), followed by the commitments on energy security and malnutrition at +0.80 (90%), and on
clean energy systems at +0.75 (88%). The lowest score was on financial regulation on potential
benefits of technology in the financial sector at +0.05 (53%). For more information on scoring by
commitment, see Table 8.

? A commitment is defined as a discrete, specific, publicly expressed, collectively agreed statement of intent; a promise
by summit members that they will undertake future action to move toward, meet or adjust to an identified target.
More details are contained in the Reference Manual for Summit Commitment and Compliance Coding).
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Table 1: 2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Commitments Selected for Compliance Monitoring

1 |Climate Change: “IWe recognize the importance of comprehensive adaptation strategies,

Disaster Resilience  |including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to extreme
weather events and disasters.| In this sense, we support actions and
cooperation in developing countries, especially those that are
particularly vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the
Caribbean.” (Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

2 |Development: Early |“We launch the G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development and
Childhood stand ready to join all stakeholders in enhancing quality and sustainably
Development financed eatly childhood programs that consider the multidimensional

approach of ECD, as means of building human capital to break the
cycle of intergenerational and structural poverty, and of reducing
inequalities, specially where young children are most vulnerable.”
(Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

3 |Digital Economy: “We support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while
Data Governance respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer

trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights
protection.” (Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

4 |Employment: Skills |[We remain committed to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Development Future of Work by promoting...] vocational training and skills

development, [including reskilling workers and improving labour
conditions in all forms of employment, recognizing the importance of
social dialogue in this area, including work delivered through digital
platforms, with a focus on promoting labour formalization and making
social protection systems strong and portable, subject to national law
and circumstances.] (Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

5 |Energy: Cleaner, “We encourage energy transitions that combine growth with decreasing
Flexible and greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and
Transparent Systems |transparent systems.” (Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

6 |Financial Regulation: |“We continue to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity
Tax Administration |building in developing countries, including through the Platform for

Collaboration on Tax.” (Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

7 |Food Security: “Building on the G20 Food Security and Nutrition Framework, we

Malnutrition reaffirm our commitment to tackling the challenges of food security,
which is crucial to achieving a wotld free of hunger and all forms of
malnutrition.” (Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

8 |Gender: Economic |“We commit to promoting women’s economic empowerment,
Empowerment including by working with the private sector, to improve labour

conditions for all, such as through access to quality and affordable care
infrastructure and parental leave, and reducing the gender pay gap.”
(Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration)

9 |International “We reaffirm our commitment to further strengthening the global
Finance Institution |financial safety net with a strong, quota-based, and adequately
Reform: resourced IMF at its centre.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)
International
Monetary Fund

10 |Macroeconomics: “We are steadfast in our commitment to ensure that growth is inclusive
Inclusive Growth and that the benefits are shared widely amongst our citizens.” (Buenos

Aires Action Plan)

G20 Research Group / 26 June 2019
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11 |Climate Change: “Signatories to the Paris Agreement, who have also joined the

Paris Agreement Hamburg Action Plan|, commit to its full implementation, reflecting
common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities,
in light of different national circumstances.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action
Plan)

12 |Digital Economy: “|To maximize the benefits of digitalization and emerging technologies
Digital Infrastructure | for innovative growth and productivity|, we will promote measures to

... improve ... digital infrastructure.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

13 |Employment: Future |“We endorse the Menu of Policy Options for the Future of Work

of Work which we will draw on, considering individual country circumstances,
to: harness technology to strengthen growth and productivity.” (G20
Buenos Aires Action Plan)

14 |Energy: Energy “We will promote energy security, sustainability, resilience, efficiency,

Security affordability and stability, acknowledging that there are varied sources
of energy and technological advances to achieve a low emissions
future.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

15 |Financial Regulation: |“We will step up efforts to ensure that the potential benefits of
Technology technology in the financial sector can be realized while risks are

mitigated.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

16 |Financial Regulation: | “We will continue our work for a globally fair, sustainable, and modern
International international tax system based, in particular on tax treaties and transfer
Taxation pricing rules, and welcome international cooperation to advance pro-

growth tax policies.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

17 |Food and “We will promote dynamism in rural areas and sustainable agriculture,
Agriculture: conscious of the importance of sustainable soil, water and riverbanks
Sustainable management supported by individual countries voluntarily, taking into
Agriculture consideration the specific needs of family and small-holder farmers.”

(G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

18 |Health: Universal “We reaffirm the need for stronger health systems providing cost

Health Coverage effective and evidence-based intervention to achieve better access to
health care and to improve its quality and affordability to move towards
Universal Health Coverage (UHC), in line with their national contexts
and priorities.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

19 |Infrastructure: “To address the persistent infrastructure financing gap, we reaffirm our
Infrastructure commitment to attract more private capital to infrastructure
Investment investment.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

20 |Trade: Wortld Trade |“We therefore support the necessary reform of the WTO to improve
Organization its functioning.” (G20 Buenos Aires Action Plan)

Reform

G20 Research Group / 26 June 2019
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Table 2: 2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Final Compliance Scores
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verage 88% | 90% | 85% | 88% | 88% | 83% | 88% | 73% | 68% | 78% | 80% | 80% | 68% | 73% | 73% | 53% | 63% | 88% | 69% |100%| 78%

Note: IFI = international financial institution; IMF = International Monetary Fund; UHC = universal health coverage; WTO = World Trade Organization.
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Table 3: 2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Final Compliance by Member

Rank Member Average
1 European Union +1.00 100%
2 Australia +0.80 90%
Argentina
Canada
3 China +0.75 88%
Germany
United Kingdom
8 Brazil +0.70 85%
9 France +0.65 83%
10 Japan +0.60 80%
Korea
12 Italy +0.55 78%
India
13 Russia +0.45 73%
Saudi Arabia
16 United States +0.37 69%
17 [donesia +0.35 68%
Mexico
19 Turkey +0.25 63%
20 South Africa +0.05 53%
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Table 4: 2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Final Compliance by Commitment

Rank |Commitment Average
Digital Economy: Digital Infrastructure
+0. 0
! Health: Universal Health Coverage 0851 93%
3 Energy: En;rgy Securltyi +080 | 90%
Food Security: Malnutrition
5 |Energy: Cleaner, Flexible and Transparent Systems +0.75 | 88%
6 |Climate Change: Paris Agreement +0.74 | 87%
7 |Macroeconomics: Inclusive Growth +0.70 | 85%
Employment: Future of Work
8 |Gender: Economic Empowerment +0.65 | 83%
Infrastructure: Infrastructure Investment
Financial Regulation: International Taxation
+ 0
1 Trade: Reform of the World Trade Organization 0.60 | 80%
13 |Food and Agriculture: Sustainable Agriculture +0.55 | 78%
14 Develgpmentz Egrly Chlldhooq Develppment 1045 | 73%
Financial Regulation: Tax Administration
16 Climate Change: .Dlsaster Resilience +0.40 | 70%
Employment: Skills Development
18 |IFI Reform: International Monetary Fund +0.35 | 68%
19 |Digital Economy: Data Governance +0.10 | 55%
20 |Financial Regulation: Technology +0.05 | 53%
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Table 5: G20 Compliance by Member, 2008-2017

Final Final Final Final Final Final Final Final Final Final Final Final

Washington London Pittsburgh Toronto Seoul Cannes Los Cabos | St. Petersburg | Brisbane Antalya Hangzhou | Hamburg
Member 2008 2009 2009 2010 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Argentina 0 50% [—0.60 | 20% |—0.13| 44% 0 [50% |—0.08]46%| O |50% |+0.31[66% | +0.06 | 53% |+0.06|53% |+0.53|76% | +0.63 | 82% |+0.82| 91%
Australia n/a — |+0.60| 80% |+0.50| 75% |+0.56|78% | +0.85|93% | +0.67 | 84% | +0.94|97% | +0.63 | 81% |+0.59|79% | +0.65|82% | +0.79 | 89% |+0.71| 85%
Brazil +1.00 | 100% | +0.20| 60% |—0.63| 19% |+0.29|65% |+0.42|71% | +0.60 | 80% | +0.56 | 78% | +0.31 | 66% |[+0.12|56% |+0.53 | 76% | +0.58 | 79% |+0.82| 91%
Canada +1.00 | 100% | +0.60| 80% |+0.63| 82% |+0.78|89% | +0.69|85% | +0.73 | 87% | +0.75 | 88% | +0.44 | 72% |[+0.71|85% | +0.65 | 82% | +0.84 | 92% |+0.94| 97%
China 0 50% |—0.40 | 30% |+0.13| 57% |+0.38|69% | +0.42|71% | +0.53 | 77% | +0.38 | 69% | +0.19 | 59% |+0.59|79% | +0.59 | 79% | +0.74 | 87% |+0.76| 88%
France +1.00 | 100% | +0.80| 90% |+0.63| 82% |+0.56|78% |+0.77|89% | +0.60 | 80% | +0.69 | 85% | +0.69 | 84% |[+0.63|81% |+0.71 | 85% | +0.63 | 82% |+0.94| 97%
Germany +1.00 | 100% | +0.80| 90% |+0.63| 82% |+0.56 | 78% | +0.54|77% | +0.67 | 84% | +0.56 | 78% | +0.75 | 88% |[+0.69|84% | +0.71 | 85% | +0.79 | 89% |+0.88| 94%
India 0 50% |—0.40 | 30% |—0.38 | 31% |—0.29 | 36% | +0.42 | 71% | +0.60 | 80% | +0.50 | 75% | +0.63 | 81% |+0.59|79% | +0.65 | 82% | +0.63 | 82% |+0.82| 91%
Indonesia n/a — |=0.40| 30% |—0.63| 19% |—0.13|44% | +0.36 | 68% | +0.14 | 57% | +0.47 | 74% | +0.50 | 75% |+0.12|56% | +0.18 | 59% | +0.53 | 76% |+0.94| 97%
Ttaly +1.00|100% | 0O 50% |+0.13| 57% |+0.56 | 78% | +0.77 | 89% | +0.80 | 90% | +0.19 | 60% | +0.44 | 72% |+0.13|56% | +0.71 | 85% | +0.32 | 66% |+0.76| 88%
apan +1.00 | 100% | +0.20| 60% |+0.50| 75% |+0.56 | 78% | +0.62|81% | +0.47 | 74% | +0.50 | 75% | +0.31 | 66% |[+0.65|82% | +0.35 | 68% | +0.68 | 84% |+0.76| 88%
Korea n/a — 0 50% |+0.75| 88% |+0.56|78% | +0.46 | 73% | +0.60 | 80% | +0.63 | 82% | +0.38 | 69% |+0.65|82% | +0.53 | 76% | +0.68 | 84% |+0.71| 85%
Mexico +1.00|100% | 0O 50% |+0.25| 63% |—0.14|43% | +0.58 | 79% | +0.67 | 84% | +0.69 | 85% | +0.38 | 69% |+0.47|74% | +0.53 | 76% | +0.53 | 76% |+0.65| 82%
Russia 0 50% |+0.40| 70% |+0.38| 69% |+0.13|57% | +0.59 | 80% | +0.60 | 80% | +0.63 | 82% | +0.44 | 72% |+0.47|74% | +0.47 | 74% | +0.68 | 84% |+0.65| 82%
Saudi Arabia | n/a — |+0.20| 60% |—0.13| 44% |—0.13|44% | +0.08 | 54% | +0.21 | 61% | +0.50 | 75% | +0.06 | 53% |—0.24 | 38% | +0.35 | 68% | +0.42 | 71% |+0.59| 79%
South Africa |+1.00|100% [+0.40| 70% [+0.63| 82% |—0.14|43% |+0.33|67% | +0.47|74% | +0.47|74% | +0.25 | 63% |—0.12|44% | +0.24| 62% | +0.37 | 68% [+0.65| 82%
Turkey n/a — |+0.20| 60% |—0.25| 38% |—0.14 |43% | +0.17 | 59% | +0.20 | 60% | +0.25 | 63% | +0.25 | 63% 0 [50% [+0.41]|71% | +0.37 | 68% |+0.29| 65%
UK +1.00 | 100% | +1.00| 100% |+0.50| 75% |+0.78 |89% | +0.77 | 89% | +0.87 | 94% | +0.81 | 91% | +0.75 | 88% |[+0.76|88% | +0.71 | 85% | +0.47 | 74% |+0.94| 97%
Us 0 50% |+0.40| 70% |+1.00| 100% | +0.33 | 67% | +0.38|69% | +0.53| 77% | +0.81 | 91% | +0.69 | 84% |+0.76|88% | +0.71 | 85% | +0.42 | 71% |+0.35| 68%
EU +1.00 | 100% | +0.60| 80% |+0.38| 69% |+0.57 [ 79% | +0.82]|91% | +0.85|93% | +0.75 | 88% | +0.63 | 81% |[+0.75|88% |+0.81 |91% | +0.84 | 92% | 0.94 | 97%
Average +0.67| 83% |+0.23| 62% |+0.24| 62% |+0.28 | 64% | +0.50|75% | +0.54 | 77% | +0.57 | 79% | +0.44 | 72% |[+0.42|71% | +0.55|77% | +0.60 | 80% | 0.75 | 87%

n/a = not available
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Conclusions

G20 compliance performance for the chosen priority commitments, measured as a summit average,
improved incrementally from the 2009 London Summit and 2009 Pittsburgh Summit (both at 62%)
to the 2010 Toronto Summit (64%) and then rose with the 2010 Seoul Summit (75%), the 2011
Cannes Summit (77%) and the 2012 Los Cabos Summit (79%). With the 2013 St. Petersburg
Summit, compliance dropped to 72% and the compliance with the 2014 Brisbane Summit
commitments dropped to 71%. The final score for the 2015 Antalya Summit was 77%. The final
score for the 2016 Hangzhou Summit is 80%. The final score for the 2017 Hamburg Summit is 87%.
If the G20 can improve its performance on delivering on its promises, it may validate its claim for
legitimacy as a global governance institution.

Many of the commitments assessed in this report have timelines that extend beyond the 2018 Buenos
Aires Summit or reflect medium- and long-term priorities. A unique feature of this report is the
incorporation of deadlines for commitments monitored over multiple compliance cycles. The
convergence of medium- and long-term commitments and those with deadlines in the near future
reflects the nature of G20 decisions as a crisis management forum and a global governance steering
institution. It also illustrates the multifaceted nature of compliance assessment. As the relationship
among short, medium, and long-term commitments becomes clearer, the compliance landscape for
many of these priority commitments may change over the course of future compliance periods.

Future Research and Reports

The information contained in this report provides G20 members and other stakeholders with an
indication of their compliance in the period immediately following the Buenos Aires Summit. This
report has been produced as an invitation for others to provide additional or more complete
information on compliance during the period under study. Feedback should be sent to
g20@utoronto.ca.

Considerations and Limitations

Several elements affect the findings contained in this report. While the purpose of the report is to
monitor compliance with G20 commitments, it is necessary to ensure that the monitoring
mechanism is realistic and considers the context within which the commitments are made. With new
commitments, more attention must be paid to the initial implementation constraints faced by
members. One way to accommodate these constraints is to regard the intent to implement policy
measures as an illustration of compliance or being “on track” towards compliance. This initial leeway
should only be granted for new commitments; intent is not a suitable indicator of compliance for
medium-term or longstanding commitments. Over time as commitments become integrated in the
G20 compliance mechanism, compliance guidelines should become more stringent (as members
become more accustomed to the nature of the issue and the requirements for compliance).

See also Appendix: General Considerations.
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Appendix: General Considerations

In evaluating the results of this report, the following considerations should be kept in mind.

Assessments contained in this report apply to commitment-related actions taken by G20 members
only since the commitments were declared publicly at the last summit.

Compliance has been assessed against a selected set of priority commitments, rather than all
commitments contained in the summit documents. The selection is intended to produce a
representative subset of the total body of commitments. An ideal set of priority commitments
represents proportionally the amount of attention paid to each policy area in summit documents,
reflects the relative ambition of summit commitments, and holds as many G20 members to account
for compliance as possible.

In addition to producing commitments, summits provide value by establishing new principles and
norms, creating and highlighting issues and issue areas and altering the traditional discourse used to
discuss priorities. Some of the most important decisions reached at summits may be done in private
and not encoded in the public record of the summit documents.

Some commitments cover several years and thus compliance takes longer than the summit-to-
summit timeframe applied in this report. For this reason, full compliance (denoted by a +1 score)
might not require that G20 members carry out a given commitment completely, but might instead
demand clear, visible progress commensurate with the overall timetable as well as public statements
of support of commitment objectives.

In some cases, a G20 member might choose not to comply with a particular summit commitment for
good reason, for example if global conditions have changed dramatically since the commitment was
made or if new knowledge has become available about how a particular problem can best be solved.

As each G20 member has its own constitutional, legal and institutional processes for undertaking
action at the national level (and in the case of the European Union at the supranational level), each
member is free to act according to its own legislative schedule. Of particular importance here is the
annual schedule for creating budgets, seeking legislative approval and appropriating funds.

Commitments in G20 summit documents might also be included, in whole or in part, in documents
released by other international forums, as the decisions of other international organizations or even
national statements such as the State of the Union Address in the US, the Queen’s Speech in the UK
and the Speech from the Throne in Canada. Merely repeating a G20 commitment in another forum
does not count fully as compliant behaviour.

This report assesses G20 members’ action in accordance with the text of actual, specific
commitments made in G20 summit documents. Because commitments demand that policymakers
and regulators act specifically to meet the identified objectives, this report holds policymakers
accountable for pushing and passing recommended policies. Furthermore, compliance is assessed
against the precise, particular commitment, rather than what might be regarded as a necessary or
appropriate action to solve the problem being addressed.

As individual members can take different actions to comply with the same commitment, no
standardized cross-national evaluative criterion can be universally applied. The interpretive guidelines
attempt to provide an equitable method for assessing compliance.

Because the evaluative scale used in this compliance report runs from —1 to +1, any score in the
positive range represents at least some degree of compliance.
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1. Climate Change: Disaster Resilience

“[We recognize the importance of comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in
infrastructure that is resilient to extreme weather events and disasters.] In this sense, we support
actions and cooperation in developing countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable,
including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.”

Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration

Assessment

No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance
Argentina 0
Australia +1
Brazil 0
Canada +1
China 0
France +1
Germany +1
India +1
Indonesia -1
Italy +1
Japan 1
Korea +1
Mexico 0
Russia -1
Saudi Arabia 0
South Africa -1
Turkey 0
United Kingdom +1
United States +1
European Union +1
Average +0.40
Background

This commitment is the G20’s collective pledge to improving disaster risk reduction and climate
resilience in the most environmentally vulnerable regions around the world. With a specific focus on
developing countries and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), this commitment seeks to protect
low-lying coastal communities by promoting adaptation strategies and infrastructural investment.

Coastal areas are disproportionately affected by the effects of climate change. Among other climate-
related challenges, rising sea levels and shoreline erosion are two major threats to human security and
coastal livelihoods. Preventative and adaptive measures such as building climate-resilient
infrastructure and disaster-related mechanisms are a crucial part of the global response to climate
change. This section presents past actions undertaken by the G7, the G20, and other institutions of
global governance to address disaster risk reduction and climate resilience.

On 26 June 2010, G7 leaders adopted their Leaders” Declaration at the Muskoka G8 Summit, entitled
the “Muskoka Declaration: Recovery and New Beginnings.”3 This declaration highlights the

* Muskoka Declaration: Recovery and New Beginnings, G7 Information Centre (Muskoka) 26 June 2010. Access Date: 11
January 2019. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2010muskoka/communique.html.
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importance of low-emission development in developing countties, and proposed climate-resilient
infrastructure and technological innovation as important ways of adapting to the effects of climate
change.

On 26 May 2016, at the G7 summit in Ise-Shima, Japan, G7 leaders adopted a document entitled
“Principles for Promoting Quality Infrastructure Investment.” The fourth principle of this
document encourages climate change resilience as a key consideration for infrastructure investment
by promoting ecosystem-based approaches and green infrastructure.

In June 2016, under China’s Presidency of the G20 Hangzhou summit cycle, the Climate Finance
Study Group published a report entitled “Promoting efficient and transparent provision and
mobilization of climate finance to enhance ambition of mitigation and adaptation actions.”> The
report detailed the Global Climate Change Alliance’s support for climate-resilient development and
climate adaptation in SIDS and Least Developed Countries (LDCs).0

On 8 July 2017, the G20 Hamburg Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth was adopted in
Hamburg, Germany.” This document noted the centrality of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction in enhancing adaptation efforts and scaling up climate resilience. The Action Plan also
promoted risk finance and insurance solutions to protect societies vulnerable to extreme weather
events, including through regional sovereign disaster risk pools such as “the Caribbean Catastrophe
Risk Insurance Facility and the Pacific Catastrophe Risk Insurance Company.”® This document also
led to the creation of the InsuResilience Global Partnership for Climate and Disaster Risk Finance
and Insurance Solutions in November 2017, which seeks to extend the aforementioned climate-
related protection to the poorest and most vulnerable communities around the world.

On 20 September 2017, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization media
services published a brief report entitled “A Caribbean strategy to cope with climate change.”® This
report notes the efforts of CARICOM (the Caribbean Community) countries, including many SIDS,
in adopting sustainable energy technologies, embracing regional approaches to disaster risk, and
implementing the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States.!0

* 57 Ise-Shima Principles for Promoting Quality Infrastructure Investment, G7 Information Centre (Ise-Shima) 26 May
2017. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2016shima/infrastructure-investment.html.
> Climate Finance Study Group - Promoting efficient and transparent provision and mobilization of climate finance to
enhance ambition of mitigation and adaptation actions, G20 Information Centre (Hangzhou) June 2016. Access Date:
11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/2016-promoting-efficient-transparent-provision.pdf.

® Climate Finance Study Group - Promoting efficient and transparent provision and mobilization of climate finance to
enhance ambition of mitigation and adaptation actions, G20 Information Centre (Hangzhou) June 2016. Access Date:
11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/2016-promoting-efficient-transparent-provision.pdf.

7620 Hamburg Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth, G20 Information Centre (Hamburg) 8 July 2017. Access
Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-g20-climate-and-energy-en.pdf.

8620 Hamburg Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth, G20 Information Centre (Hamburg) 8 July 2017. Access
Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-g20-climate-and-energy-en.pdf.

° A Caribbean strategy to cope with climate change, UNESCO Media Services (Paris) 20 September 2017. Access Date:
11 January 2019. http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-

view/news/a_caribbean_strategy to_cope_with_climate_change/.

19 A Caribbean strategy to cope with climate change, UNESCO Media Services (Paris) 20 September 2017. Access Date:
11 January 2019. http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-

view/news/a_caribbean_strategy to_cope_with_climate_change/.
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On 15 November 2017, the World Bank released a report entitled “Climate and Disaster Resilient
Transport in Small Island Developing States: A Call for Action.”!! This report was published during
the 2017 United Nations Climate Change Conference in Bonn, Germany. The report highlighted
climate and disaster-related risks facing SIDS, and proposed recommendations for the improvement
of climate-resilient transport infrastructure.!?

On 9 June 2018, the Chatlevoix Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas and Resilient Coastal
Communities was adopted in La Malbaie, Canada, at the 2018 G7 summit.!®> This document
recognized that coastal communities and low-lying areas are disproportionately vulnerable to the
impact of environmental degradation and issues of climate change, such as marine litter and plastics
waste.!* The blueprint also includes a section entitled “support[ing] better adaptation planning,
emergency preparedness and recovery,” which details the G7’s commitment to supporting “resilient
and quality infrastructure” and capacity-building for “effective early warnings of extreme weather and
other geo-hazard related risks.”15

On 19 September 2018, Canada hosted the G7 Environment Ministers Meeting in Halifax as the last
meeting under its Charlevoix G7 presidency in 2018.1¢ The Chair’s Summary produced at the
meeting acknowledged the aforementioned Chatlevoix Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas and
Resilient Coastal Communities, and noted the climate-related vulnerability of SIDS and low-lying
coastal communities.!’

On 28 November 2018, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
published a report entitled “Financing Climate Futures: Rethinking Infrastructure,” co-authored by
the World Bank and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP).!8 This report notes the
climate risks faced by low-lying coastal areas and rapidly expanding cities in developing countties,
which are particularly “vulnerable to economic losses from natural disasters.”!® The release of this

" Climate Resilience and Transport in Small Island Developing States, The World Bank (Washington D.C.) 15 November
2017. Access Date: 11 January 2019. https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/climate-resilience-
and-transport-in-small-island-developing-states.

12 Climate Resilience and Transport in Small Island Developing States, The World Bank (Washington D.C.) 15 November
2017. Access Date: 11 January 2019. https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/climate-resilience-
and-transport-in-small-island-developing-states.

3 Charlevoix Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas and Resilient Coastal Communities, G7 Information Centre (Charlevoix)
9 June 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/summit/2018charlevoix/oceans-
blueprint.html.

1 Charlevoix Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas and Resilient Coastal Communities, G7 Information Centre (Charlevoix)
9 June 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/summit/2018charlevoix/oceans-
blueprint.html.

1> Charlevoix Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas and Resilient Coastal Communities, G7 Information Centre (Charlevoix)
9 June 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/summit/2018charlevoix/oceans-
blueprint.html.

'8 G7 Environment Ministers Meeting on Climate Change and Clean Growth - Chair's Summary, G7 Information Centre
(Halifax) 19 September 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/environment/2018-
environment.html.

7 G7 Environment Ministers Meeting on Climate Change and Clean Growth - Chair's Summary, G7 Information Centre
(Halifax) 19 September 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/environment/2018-
environment.html.

18 Financing Climate Futures: Rethinking Infrastructure, OECD Publishing (Paris) 28 November 2018. Access Date: 11
January 2019. https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/financing-climate-futures_9789264308114-
en;jsessionid=zF9fnHU-NCJCS5Cv17rNrDI5.ip-10-240-5-182.

9 Financing Climate Futures: Rethinking Infrastructure, OECD Publishing (Paris) 28 November 2018. Access Date: 11
January 2019. https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/financing-climate-futures_9789264308114-
en;jsessionid=zF9fnHU-NCJCS5Cv17rNrDI5.ip-10-240-5-182.
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report called upon G20 leaders to adopt an agenda of low-carbon, climate-resilient, and green
investment.2

On 1 December 2018, the G20 adopted the Buenos Aires Leaders” Declaration.?! The Declaration
identified a “persistent infrastructure financing gap,” which reflects one of the Argentinian
presidency’s priorities of “infrastructure for development.” The Declaration also referenced climate
adaptation measures and responses to extreme weather events and disasters in the context of
agriculture and energy access.??

Furthermore, under Argentina’s G20 Presidency, three commissioned documents on the topic of
climate adaptation were released: the G20 Climate Sustainability Working Group (CWSG)
Adaptation Work Program (2018-2019) and two input documents for the CWSG. The latter two
publications were respectively drafted by the OECD and UN Environment, entitled “Resilient
infrastructure for a changing climate,” and “Aligning climate finance to the effective implementation
of Nationally Determined Contributions and to Long-term low greenhouse gas emission
development strategies.”23.24

The present G20 commitment builds upon relevant pledges previously made in the G7 and G20, and
secks to continue the improvement of adaptation strategies and investment in disaster and climate-
resilient infrastructure. By focusing on economically marginalized communities, such as SIDS in the
Caribbean, this commitment requires G20 members to act in support of and in cooperation with
developing countries to fulfill its pledge.

Commitment Features

In the Buenos Aires “G20 Leaders’ Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable
Development,” adopted on 1 December 2018, G20 leaders committed to “support|ing] actions and
cooperation in developing countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable, including small
island states such as those in the Caribbean.”?> The preface of this commitment “recognize[s| the
importance of comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is
resilient to extreme weather events and disasters.”

In the preface of this commitment, “comprehensive adaptation strategies” refer to measures that
adjust to or cope with the effects of climate change. Examples include water resource and coastal
zone management, climate-sensitive poverty alleviation policies, or monitoring, evaluating, and

20 OECD, UN Environment and World Bank call for a radical shift in financing for a low-carbon, climate-resilient future,
UN Environment (Buenos Aires) 29 November 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/oecd-un-environment-and-world-bank-call-radical-
shift-financing-low.

21 G20 Leaders' Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development, G20 Information Centre
(Buenos Aires) 1 December 2018. Access Date: 18 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-
declaration.html.

22520 Leaders' Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development, G20 Information Centre
(Buenos Aires) 1 December 2018. Access Date: 18 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-
declaration.html.

23 Resilient infrastructure for a changing climate, OECD (Buenos Aires) August 2018. Access Date: 18 January 2019.
https://g20.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/oecd_-_resilient_infrastructure_for_a_changing_climate.pdf.

24 Aligning climate finance to the effective implementation of NDCs and to LTSs, UN Environment (Buenos Aires) August
2018. Access Date: 18 January 2019. https://g20.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/unep_-
_aligning_climate_finance_to_the_eeffective_implementation_of ndcs_and_to_ltss.pdf.

%% G20 Leaders' Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development, G20 Information Centre
(Buenos Aires) 1 December 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-
declaration.html.
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reporting practices.?0 In the context of coastal infrastructure, “climate-resilient infrastructure” refers
to facilities that can withstand and/or mitigate the effects of climate change, notably including
phenomenon such as ocean warming and acidification, sea-level rise, and extreme weather events.?”
Such infrastructure can include preventative measures, early warning systems, innovative risk
assessment technologies, and other forms of physical public infrastructure that fall under the
parameter of disaster risk reduction. “Investment in climate-resilient infrastructure” includes any
financial contributions by G20 member governments to fill the crucial gap of infrastructural funding
deficit in developing countries vulnerable to climate change.?

Due to economic and physical size, geographical location and often under-performing critical
infrastructure, SIDS and developing countries are particularly affected by and vulnerable to climate-
induced disasters. Directly threatened by rising sea levels and an increasing number of severe
disasters, coastal communities in SIDS often experience “loss of life and damage to property and
infrastructure that can easily cripple small economies,” thereby making them the focus of this
commitment.2’ In the context of this commitment, “extreme weather events and disasters’ include
floods, hurricanes, droughts, famines, heat waves, storms, forest fires and more, the scale and
frequency of which are exacerbated by climate change.

SIDS were first recognized as a group of countries “facing specific social, economic and
environmental vulnerabilities” during the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio de Janeiro in 199230 A full list of Small Island Developing States can be found
on the Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform housed at the United Nations.3!
According to this grouping, SIDS countries are located in the Caribbean and the Atlantic, Indian
Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Sea.32

On the other hand, there is no international designated definition of what constitutes a developing
country. The term “developing countries” conventionally refers to countries with the following
characteristics: low Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita, low Human Development Index
statistics, and/or a relatively less developed industrial base. Other mettics of reference include the
World Bank’s (WB) country income classifications and the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF)
World Economic Outlook Database.?3 The former divides countries into four income groups - high,

2y Adaptation Strategy, European Commission. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/what_en#tab-0-1.

?’ Charlevoix Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas and Resilient Coastal Communities, G7 Information Centre (Charlevoix)
9 June 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/summit/2018charlevoix/oceans-
blueprint.html.

%8 |nternational Workshop on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (New
Delhi) 15 January 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

https://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/events/56132.

2 Climate Change: Small Developing States, Climate Change Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (Bonn) 2005. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/cc_sids.pdf.

%% About the Small Island Developing States, United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. Access Date: 19 January 2019.
http://unohrlls.org/about-sids/.

*! Small Island Developing States, Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform (New York) Access Date: 11
January 2019. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sids/list.

32 Small Island Developing States, Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform (New York) Access Date: 11
January 2019. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sids/list.

** World Economic Outlook Database, International Monetary Fund (Washington D.C.) October 2018. Access Date: 11
January 2019. https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2018/02/weodata/index.aspx.
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upper-middle, lower-middle, and low — and the latter classifies countries into groups such as
advanced economies and emerging market and developing economies.3*

The term “support” qualifies this G20 commitment as a “politically-binding criteria.”35 “Support” is
defined as “the action, or act of providing aid, assistance, or backing up an initiative, or entity,” and
this term establishes the threshold of action for compliance with this commitment.3¢ The
commitment is divided into two parts: supporting action and supporting cooperation.

In the first part of the commitment, examples of supporting “action” include financial and technical
contributions to enhancing climate resilience and adaptive capacity in SIDS, LDCs, and other under-
developed communities that are vulnerable to climate change.’” “Action” can refer to examples such
as supporting the mainstreaming of climate issues in the developing country’s political agenda,
capacity-building for the enforcement of new environmental regulations, and investing directly in
climate-resilient infrastructure. However, a mere verbal affirmation of climate resilience and
adaptation does not alone suffice as a G20 member’s compliance with this part of the commitment.

“Cooperation” is defined as “the action or process of working together to the same end.”?8 Actions
that count towards compliance in the latter regard of this commitment include engaging bilateral and
multilateral forums, establishing long-term partnerships, and sharing best practices with countries
vulnerable to the effects of climate change. In contrast with the first part of this commitment,
supporting cooperation requires the G20 member to actively engage developing countries, rather
than provide unidirectional resources or expertise to another government’s domestic environmental
governance. The latter half of this commitment emphasizes transboundary cooperation between G20
members and SIDS or developing countries and includes an international dimension to climate
action.

To achieve full compliance, the G20 member must support both action and cooperation in
developing countries vulnerable to climate change, including SIDS communities in the Caribbean.
Any support pertaining to comprehensive adaptation strategies and investment in climate-resilient
infrastructure to extreme weather events and disasters count towards compliance. Partial compliance,
or a score of 0, will be awarded if the G20 member only engages in supporting action OR
cooperation in the aforementioned issue areas. Non-compliance, or a score of —1, will be attributed
to G20 members who fail to demonstrate support for relevant action and cooperation in relation to
developing countries and SIDS in the Caribbean.

** World Bank Country and Lending Groups, The World Bank (Washington D.C.) Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/906519-world-bank-country-and-lending-groups.

3 Compliance Coding Manual for International Institutional Commitments, G7 and G20 Research Groups (Toronto) 7
May 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

36 Compliance Coding Manual for International Institutional Commitments, G7 and G20 Research Groups (Toronto) 7
May 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

720 Working Group on Sustainability (Climate and Energy), C2017. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/germanwatch.org/files/press_release/17999.pdf.

38 Compliance Coding Manual for International Institutional Commitments, G7 and G20 Research Groups (Toronto) 7
May 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
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Scoring Guidelines

[With regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure
that is resilient to extreme weather events and disasters,] G20 member does not support
actions NOR cooperation in developing countries, especially those that are particulatly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

-1

[With regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure
that is resilient to extreme weather events and disasters,] G20 member supports actions OR
cooperation in developing countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable,
including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

[With regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure
that is resilient to extreme weather events and disasters,] G20 member supports actions
AND cooperation in developing countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable,
including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

+1

Compliance Director: Angela Min Yi Hon
Lead Analyst: Lan Stansbury

Argentina: 0

Argentina partially complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 20 March 2019, Argentina hosted the Second United Nations High-Level Conference on South-
South Cooperation in Buenos Aires, which was attended by all United Nations member states.?
Argentina led the global debate on South-South cooperation, enhancing the implementations of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.#? Climate change was one of the most important
subjects, with members specifically discussing how to face climate change effects in vulnerable
countries in the next decades.*!

Within this compliance cycle, Argentina has facilitated climate cooperation and discussion about
adaptive strategies with a focus on developing and climate-vulnerable countries. However, Argentina
has not taken any direct actions to support developing countries in bolstering extreme weather
infrastructure or adopting other preventative climate-related measures.

Thus, Argentina receives a score of 0.
Apnalysts: Ivette Ordéniez Nitsiez and lan Stansbury

Australia: +1

Australia fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to

39 Concluyo en Buenos Aires la Segunda Conferencia de ONU sobre Cooperacion Sur-Sur. Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores y Culto Republica Argentina. 22 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://cancilleria.gob.ar/es/destacados/concluyo-en-buenos-aires-la-segunda-conferencia-de-onu-sobre-cooperacion-
sur-sur-paba-40.

40 Concluyo en Buenos Aires la Segunda Conferencia de ONU sobre Cooperacion Sur-Sur. Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores y Culto Republica Argentina. 22 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://cancilleria.gob.ar/es/destacados/concluyo-en-buenos-aires-la-segunda-conferencia-de-onu-sobre-cooperacion-
sur-sur-paba-40.

4 Hay que prepararse ya para las consecuencias del cambio climatico, El Pais. 22 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019. https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/03/22/argentina/1553284554 756079.html.
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extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 10 January 2019, the Department of Foreign Affairs publicized the Australia-Indonesia
Partnership in Disaster Risk Management.*? Australia will invest AUD25 million over the next five
years (2019-2024) to assist Indonesia in managing disaster risk, specifically by helping provinces,
districts, and villages respond to and recover from disasters.*3

On 21 February 2019, Trade Minister Simon Birmingham announced Australia’s increased financial
supportt for infrastructure development in the Indo-Pacific region.* The government will enact the
Export Finance and Insurance Corporation Amendment (Support for Infrastructure Financing) Bill
2019 on 1 July 2019.45 Foreign Affairs Minister Marise Payne further stated the Australian
government will engage Pacific governments to design appropriate developmental priorities.*

On 10 March 2019, the Government of Australia and the EU issued a joint statement confirming
collective support for the Pacific region’s economic development and its priorities of sustainable
infrastructure development.*’

On 5 April 2019, Minister Payne and Minister for Defense Industry Linda Reynolds announced that
Australia will host the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.*® Set to take
place in June 2020, the conference in Brisbane will engage Indo-Pacific countries to strengthen
Australia’s understanding of and ability to respond to disasters in the Indo-Pacific region.*? This
conference will also engage Australia in disaster mitigation and improve collective responses to
disaster risk in the Indo-Pacific.>0

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to support climate action and cooperate with
developing countries with regards to climate-resilient adaptive strategies. It has invested in climate-
resilient infrastructure and engaged the Indo-Pacific region to build networks of collective action and
mitigate the damage of natural disasters.

*2 pustralia — Indonesia Partnership in Disaster Risk Management (AIP-DRM) Design, Department of Foreign Affairs
(Canberra) 12 January 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/business-
opportunities/Pages/australia-indonesia-partnership-in-disaster-risk-management-aip-drm-design.aspx.

3 Australia — Indonesia Partnership in Disaster Risk Management (AIP-DRM) Design, Department of Foreign Affairs
(Canberra) 12 January 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/business-
opportunities/Pages/australia-indonesia-partnership-in-disaster-risk-management-aip-drm-design.aspx.

* Joint Media Release: Helping Enhance Infrastructure in the Pacific, Ministry of Trade, Tourism, and Investment
(Canberra) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://trademinister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/sb_mr_190221.aspx.

* Joint Media Release: Helping Enhance Infrastructure in the Pacific, Ministry of Trade, Tourism, and Investment
(Canberra) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://trademinister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/sb_mr_190221.aspx.

% Joint Media Release: Helping Enhance Infrastructure in the Pacific, Ministry of Trade, Tourism, and Investment
(Canberra) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://trademinister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/sb_mr_190221.aspx.

47 European Union and Australian Government Joint Statement, European External Action Service (Brussels) 10 March
2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019. https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/fiji/59352/european-union-and-australian-
government-joint-statement.

“8 Joint Media Release: Australia to host International Disaster Risk Conference, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 5
April 2019. Access Date: 27 April 2019. https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/mp_mr_190405.aspx.

*9 Joint Media Release: Australia to host International Disaster Risk Conference, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 5
April 2019. Access Date: 27 April 2019. https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/mp_mr_190405.aspx.

*% joint Media Release: Australia to host International Disaster Risk Conference, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Canberra) 5
April 2019. Access Date: 27 April 2019. https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/mp_mr_190405.aspx.
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Thus, Australia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Callista Ryan

Brazil: 0

Brazil partially complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 18 March 2019, on the sidelines of the Second High-level United Nations Conference on South-
South Cooperation (BAPA+40), the Ministty of Science, Technology, Innovations and
Communications co-hosted a dialogue on “Opportunities and Challenges of South-South
Cooperation on Bioeconomy, in the light of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda.”> This
meeting was co-hosted with the Center for Strategic Studies and Management and the United
Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC), and it called for South-South and
triangular cooperation in terms of sharing best practices on bioeconomy and climate change.>2

Within this compliance cycle, Brazil has facilitated climate cooperation and discussion about adaptive
strategies with a focus on developing and climate-vulnerable countries. However, Brazil has not
taken any direct actions to finance or support developing countries in bolstering extreme weather
infrastructure or adopting other preventative climate-related measures.

Thus, Brazil receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Raluca Gondor

Canada: +1

Canada fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 7 December 2018, Global Affairs Canada committed a CAD15 million action fund to improving
climate resilience for vulnerable populations in nine Caribbean countries.’ Canada will assist
Caribbean countries by providing technical expertise to departments responsible for managing
climate change and disaster preparation. Further, Canada will help develop action plans for various
nations and sectors, in accordance with the Caribbean Disaster and Emergency Management Agency
guidelines.>*

1 BAPA+40 Side Event: Opportunities and Challenges of South-South Cooperation in Bioeconomy, United Nations
Office for South-South Cooperation (Buenos Aires) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/03/19/bapa40-opportunities-and-challenges-of-south-south-cooperation-in-
bioeconomy/.

32 BAPA+40 Side Event: Opportunities and Challenges of South-South Cooperation in Bioeconomy, United Nations
Office for South-South Cooperation (Buenos Aires) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/03/19/bapa40-opportunities-and-challenges-of-south-south-cooperation-in-
bioeconomy/.

>3 Canadian Action on Building Climate Resilience in the Caribbean, Global Affairs Canada. 7 December 2018. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://international.gc.ca/gac-amc/news-nouvelles/climate_change_action-
action_changements_climatiques.aspx?lang=eng.

** Canadian Action on Building Climate Resilience in the Caribbean, Global Affairs Canada. 7 December 2018. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://international.gc.ca/gac-amc/news-nouvelles/climate_change_action-
action_changements_climatiques.aspx?lang=eng.
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On 13 December 2018, the World Bank announced the Canadian government’s CAD275 million
pledge to the Energy Transition and Coal Phase-Out program.>> Canada’s contributions will assist
developing countries, particularly in Asia, scale up energy efficiency.> Canada will provide financial,
technical, and advisory support to developing states that have committed to transitioning away from
coal and into cleaner energy sources.’” Canada’s funding will support improvements in solar battery
storage, geothermal and offshore wind development, and enhanced energy efficiency of physical
infrastructure.>®

On 23 March 2019, Global Affairs Canada announced that in response to Cyclone Idai in Southern
Africa, Canada will provide up to CAD3.5 million in emergency assistance.” Minister of
International Development Maryam Monsef reported that Canada’s funding will be distributed to
support disaster relief in Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe.%0

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to support climate action and cooperate with
developing countries with regards to climate-resilient adaptive strategies. Canada has invested in the
Caribbean, and it is also cooperating with developing states in Asia to phase out coal and transition
to climate-friendly infrastructure. Furthermore, Canada has financially assisted developing countries
in Southern Africa in the aftermaths of a natural disaster.

Thus, Canada receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Callista Ryan

China: 0

China partially complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 12 December 2018, the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and the United Nations Office for
South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) jointly hosted the High-level Forum on South-South

>° Press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.

*® press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.

>’ Press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.

%8 press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.

% News Release: Canada providing emergency assistance to Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe, Global Affairs
Canada (Ottawa) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2019/03/canada-providing-emergency-assistance-to-malawi-mozambique-and-zimbabwe.html.

% News Release: Canada providing emergency assistance to Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe, Global Affairs
Canada (Ottawa) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2019/03/canada-providing-emergency-assistance-to-malawi-mozambique-and-zimbabwe.html.
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Cooperation on Climate Change on the sidelines of COP24 in Poland.®! The session also convened
ministers from developing countries to discuss the key challenges and opportunities facing the
Global South with regards to the implementation of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
under the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals. At this session, China’s Special
Representative on Climate Change Affairs Xie Zhenhua stated that China will continue to provide
“financial, technical assistance and capacity-building for least developed countries, small island
countries, and African countries based on the South-South Cooperation Framework.”62

On 15 December 2018, Special Representative on Climate Change Affairs Xie Zhenhua met with
press and non-governmental representatives and attended the BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India and
China) press conference to voice the concerns of developing countries on topics such as low-carbon
development and South-South cooperation.®3

On 16 January 2019, China and Korea jointly hosted the 23 meeting of the Joint Committee on
Environmental Cooperation.* This joint meeting explored the potential for bilateral cooperation
between Korea and China with regards to shared climate concerns pertaining to air pollution, water
contamination, environmental industry and technology, and increasing environmental cooperation at
the regional and global levels.5

On 1 April 2019, Premier Li Keqiang and the Prime Minister of New Zealand Jacinda Ardern jointly
released a statement reaffirming their commitment to “enhancing support for developing countries”
in the effective implementation of the Paris Agreement.%0

On 27 April 2019, under China’s leadership at the Second Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation, UN agencies and heads of state adopted a communique underscoring the centrality of
climate action and the Sustainable Development Goals.¢” The leaders also committed to disaster risk
reduction and management, as well as “high-quality, reliable, resilient and sustainable infrastructure”
that contributes to the sustainable development of participating countries and industrialization of

®1 cop24: High-Level Forum on South-South Cooperation on Climate Change 2018, United Nations Office for South-
South Cooperation (Katowice) 12 December 2018. https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2018/12/14/cop24-high-level-
forum-on-south-south-cooperation-on-climate-change-2018/.

62 Nation vows climate change assistance for developing countries, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, The People’s
Republic of China (Katowice) 14 December 2018. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
http://english.mee.gov.cn/News_service/media_news/201812/t20181214_684780.shtml.

83 China contributes to climate action rulebook adoption, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, The People’s Republic
of China (Katowice) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
http://english.mee.gov.cn/News_service/media_news/201812/t20181217_684931.shtml.

® press Release: 23rd Meeting of ROK-China Joint Committee on Environmental Cooperation to Take Place on Jan.23-
24, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Korea (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 19 January 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320336&srchFr=&amp%3BsrchTo=&amp%3BsrchWord=&amp
%3BsrchTp=&amp%3Bmulti_itm_seq=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_1=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_2=0&amp%3Bcompany_cd=&amp%
3Bcompany_nm-=.

® press Release: 23rd Meeting of ROK-China Joint Committee on Environmental Cooperation to Take Place on Jan.23-
24, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Korea (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 19 January 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320336&srchFr=&amp%3BsrchTo=&amp%3BsrchWord=&amp
%3BsrchTp=&amp%3Bmulti_itm_seq=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_1=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_2=0&amp%3Bcompany_cd=&amp%
3Bcompany_nm-=.

® New Zealand-China Leaders’ Statement on Climate Change, New Zealand Foreign Affairs & Trade (Beijing) 1 April
2019. Access Date: 2 May 2019. https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/media-and-resources/ministry-statements-and-
speeches/new-zealand-china-leaders-statement-on-climate-change/.

®’ Second Belt and Road Forum Results in Over 283 Deliverables, ISD. 2 May 2019. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/second-belt-and-road-forum-results-in-over-283-deliverables/.
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developing countries.®® The forum also launched the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) Environmental
Big Data Platform and the Belt and Road South-South Cooperation Initiative on Climate Change.®

China has spearheaded multiple platforms of multilateral climate cooperation on behalf of and in
tandem with developing countries that are vulnerable to climate change. However, it has not engaged
in bilateral or direct partnerships with developing countries to fulfill the action dimension of this
commitment, which entails supporting climate action with regards to comprehensive adaptation
strategies and climate-resilient infrastructure.

Thus, China receives a score of 0.

Apnalysts: Olga Tumurova & Angela Min Yi Hou

France: +1

France fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 18 December 2018, at the Ministerial Meeting on Climate Finance at COP24, the French
government announced that it will increase funding for climate change adaptation initiatives in
developing countries from EUR3 billion per year to EUR5 per year by 2020.70 France also pledged
EUR15 million to UN funds for “climate adaptation for developing countries,” and an additional
EUR20 million for “least developed countries.”” France also reiterated its commitment to
“replenishing the Green Climate Fund.”72

On 14 February 2019, at the United Nations 2019 Climate Summit, France and Jamaica formed a
coalition to address climate finance and carbon pricing.”® The coalition, along with cight others
formed by different countries to address various issues at the summit, was established to ensure that
the summit would result in “transformative outcomes” for climate action.’™

On 4 March 2019, President Emmanuel Macron published an article entitled “Pour une Renaissance
européenne,” launching his Europe-wide campaign in 28 newspapers.”> The article lists a series of

®8 Second Belt and Road Forum Results in Over 283 Deliverables, ISD. 2 May 2019. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/second-belt-and-road-forum-results-in-over-283-deliverables/.

® Second Belt and Road Forum Results in Over 283 Deliverables, ISD. 2 May 2019. Access Date: 2 May 2019.
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/second-belt-and-road-forum-results-in-over-283-deliverables/.

7% COP 24: France Increases its Contribution to Climate Funding, French Government (Paris) 11 December 2018. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/cop-24-france-increases-its-contribution-to-climate-
funding.

71 COP 24: France Increases its Contribution to Climate Funding, French Government (Paris) 11 December 2018. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/cop-24-france-increases-its-contribution-to-climate-
funding.

72 COP 24: France Increases its Contribution to Climate Funding, French Government (Paris) 11 December 2018. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/cop-24-france-increases-its-contribution-to-climate-
funding.

7% Nine Coalitions to Craft Transformative Outcomes from Climate Summit, International Institute for Sustainable
Development (Winnipeg) 19 February 2019. Access Date: 24 March 2019. https://sdg.iisd.org/news/nine-coalitions-to-
craft-transformative-outcomes-from-climate-summit/.

’* Nine Coalitions to Craft Transformative Outcomes from Climate Summit, International Institute for Sustainable
Development (Winnipeg) 19 February 2019. Access Date: 24 March 2019. https://sdg.iisd.org/news/nine-coalitions-to-
craft-transformative-outcomes-from-climate-summit/.

’> Pour une Renaissance européenne, L'Elysée (Paris) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 16 April 2019.
https://www.elysee.fr/femmanuel-macron/2019/03/04/pour-une-renaissance-europeenne.
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initiatives that aim to address climate change as a core issue. Macron suggested the need to recover
the spirit of progress and drive forward a project of convergence rather than competition. He also
proposed further support for Africa’s development and the creation of a European Climate Bank to
finance ecological transitions.”

On 14 March 2019, President Emmanuel Macron co-hosted the third One Planet Summit, along
with the World Bank and the United Nations in Nairobi, Kenya.”” This third rendition of the summit
aimed to address the impacts of climate change on the African continent, encourage funding for
climate mitigation, and foster multilateral cooperation between African countries and France.”

France has fully complied with this commitment by cooperating with developing countries to address
the impacts of climate change. France has facilitated climate action by hosting and participating in
multilateral climate forums, where France has also announced direct action in support of the
adoption of comprehensive climate adaptation strategies.

Thus, France receives a score of +1.
Aunalysts: Ivette Orddnieg Nitniez & lan Stansbury

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation in developing
countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable, including small island states such as those
in the Caribbean.

On 12 December 2018, the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and the
Federal Environment Ministry announced EUR68 million in funding for the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) Partnership, which aims to aid developing countries in their efforts to meet
climate change goals outlined in the Paris Agreement.”

On 12 December 2018, Germany contributed an additional EUR15 million to the Central America
and Caribbean Catastrophe Insurance Risk Program (CACCIRP), constituting the largest
contribution to the CACCIRP by a single donor.80 The CACCIRP program aims to improve the
affordability of high-quality sovereign catastrophe risk transfer associated with earthquakes and
climate risk for CACCRIP’s member states.8!

7® Pour une Renaissance européenne, L'Elysée (Paris) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 16 April 2019.
https://www.elysee.fr/femmanuel-macron/2019/03/04/pour-une-renaissance-europeenne.

77 L'Engagement de L'Afrique, One Planet Summit (Nairobi) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 24 March 2019.
https://www.oneplanetsummit.fr/sites/default/files/2019-03/AFRICA%20PLEDGE%20-%20VF%20-19-03.pdf.

78 L'Engagement de L'Afrique, One Planet Summit (Nairobi) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 24 March 2019.
https://www.oneplanetsummit.fr/sites/default/files/2019-03/AFRICA%20PLEDGE%20-%20VF%20-19-03.pdf.

7 Germany helps developing countries and emerging economies implement climate targets, Federal Ministry of
Economic Cooperation and Development (Katowice) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 25 March 2019.
http://www.bmz.de/en/press/aktuelleMeldungen/2018/dezember/181212_pm_059_Germany-helps-developing-
countries-and-emerging-economies-implement-climate-targets/index.html.

8 Caribbean and Central American Countries to Improve Insurance Coverage against Earthquake and Climate Risks. 12
December 2018. Access Date: 15 February 2019. https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2018/12/12/caribbean-and-central-american-countries-to-improve-insurance-coverage-against-earthquakes-
and-climate-risks.

81 Central America and Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Project, World Bank. Access Date: 17 February 2019
http://projects.worldbank.org/P149670?lang=en.
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On 1 January 2019, Germany began its two-year term as a non-permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council. As a part of its term, Germany promised to represent the interests of small
island states on matters such as climate change and the sustainable development goals.82

On 13 February 2018, the Federal Environment Ministry and the Indian Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change mutually agreed to promote closer cooperation with regards to
environmental and climate policy and the prevention of marine litter. Germany will also provide
EUR35 million in funding to Indian climate action projects.53

On 14 March 2019, the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation adopted a partnership with
Kenya and Rwanda to realize the countries’ respective Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions INDCs) within the frame of the One Planet Summit.84

On 13 April 2019, the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development signed a
declaration with the World Bank Group to foster cooperation with regards to sustainable and
inclusive development in the Middle East and North Africa Region (MENA). Six countries are
included in the partnership: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya and Yemen.8

Germany has fully complied with this commitment by taking actions to aid and financially support
developing countries in their responses to climate change. Germany has also engaged in direct
partnership with developing countries and further committed to voicing their climate concerns in the
international community.

Thus, Germany receives a score of +1.
Aunalysts: Ivette Orddnieg Nitsiez & lan Stansbury

India: +1

India fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 17 December 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, along with the President of the Maldives
Mohamed Ibrahim Solih, jointly acknowledged the importance of combating the detrimental impacts
of climate change on developing and Small Island Developing States.8¢ This joint statement

82 Speech by Foreign Minister Heiko Maas at the opening of the second Partner Towns Conference on Sustainability in
Bremen, Federal Foreign Office (Bremen) 3 March 2019. Access Date: 25 March 2019. https://www.auswaertiges-
amt.de/en/newsroom/news/maas-partner-towns-conference-sustainability/2197526.

& Minister Schulze agrees closer environmental cooperation with India, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/schulze-vereinbart-engere-umweltzusammenarbeit-mit-indien/.

& Climat: la Banque mondiale met le paquet pour aider I’Afrique, Les Echos (Paris) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 17
April 2019. https://www.lesechos.fr/monde/enjeux-internationaux/climat-la-banque-mondiale-met-le-paquet-pour-
aider-lafrique-1000351.

8 World Bank Group and Germany Announce Enhanced Cooperation in the Middle East and North Africa, The World
Bank (Washington DC) 13 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2019/04/13/world-bank-group-and-germany-announce-enhanced-cooperation-in-the-middle-east-and-north-
africa.

8 Joint Statement on the occasion of State Visit of the President of the Republic of Maldives to India, Ministry of
External Affairs (New Delhi) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-
documents.htm?dtl/30765/joint+statement+on+the+occasion+of+state+visit+of+the+president+of+the+republic+of+m
aldives+to+india+december+17+2018.
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reaffirmed the leaders’ commitment to strengthening global responses to climate change under the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement.5”

On 8 January 2019, Prime Minister Modi and the Prime Minister of Norway Erna Solberg reaffirmed
their bilateral commitment to cooperation and collective climate action.’® Prime Minister Solberg
expressed interest in India’s leadership of the Coalition for Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI),
which aims to provide risk analysis and capacity-building to disaster-prone countries.8

On 26 January 2019, India’s permanent representative at the UN Syed Akbaruddin, delivered a
statement at the UN Security Council’s open debate on the agenda item of “Addressing the impacts
of climate-related disaster on international peace and security.”® He called for the adoption of a
cautionary approach with regards to linking climate change and security. He also strongly encouraged
collaboration between the UN and Member States, in order to tackle the problem of climate change
and the unpredictable and ambiguous linkages between climate disasters and security. He further
emphasized the implementation of climate action through the principles of common but
differentiated responsibilities.”!

On 19 March 2019, in collaboration with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the
United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank Group and the Global Commission on
Adaptation, India initiated the Second International Workshop on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(IWDRI) in New Delhi.?? This workshop brought together more than 270 participants from 33
national governments, multilateral development banks, United Nations agencies, policy think tanks,
and other private sector actors.”> This workshop was also attended by G20 members such as Japan,
who reaffirmed its commitment to disaster-resilient infrastructure and compliance with the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.?*

On 23 March 2019, India released a statement confirming that three Indian naval ships were diverted
to the port city of Beira to aid the Republic of Mozambique in damage control and relief in the

8 Joint Statement on the occasion of State Visit of the President of the Republic of Maldives to India, Ministry of
External Affairs (New Delhi) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-
documents.htm?dtl/30765/joint+statement+on+the+occasion+of+state+visit+of+the+president+of+the+republic+of+m
aldives+to+india+december+17+2018.

8 Joint Statement during the State Visit of Prime Minister of Norway to India, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 8
January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-
documents.htm?dtl/30894/Joint_Statement_during_the_State_Visit_of Prime_Minister_of Norway to_India_January
_08_2019.

8 Joint Statement during the State Visit of Prime Minister of Norway to India, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 8
January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-
documents.htm?dtl/30894/Joint_Statement_during_the_State Visit_of Prime_Minister_of Norway_to_India_January
_08_2019.

* India Calls for Cautionary Approach to Link Climate Change, The Times of India (New Delhi) 26 January 2019. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/global-warming/india-calls-for-
cautionary-approach-to-link-climate-change/articleshow/67701050.cms.

ndia Calls for Cautionary Approach to Link Climate Change, The Times of India (New Delhi) 26 January 2019. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/global-warming/india-calls-for-
cautionary-approach-to-link-climate-change/articleshow/67701050.cms.

2 Outcome Document, Second International Workshop on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (New Delhi) 20 March 2019.
Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://resilientinfra.org/iwdri/index.php#section4.

% Outcome Document, Second International Workshop on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (New Delhi) 20 March 2019.
Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://resilientinfra.org/iwdri/index.php#section4.

* ‘Now is the time to do bold things...’, Reliefweb (Geneva) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 1 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/now-time-do-bold-things.
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aftermaths of Cyclone Idai.?> Another Indian ship, loaded with relief materials, was assigned to
follow-up on the initial three. Assistance was also sent to other areas affected by Cyclone Idai,
including Zimbabwe and Malawi.%

On 29 March 2019, President Ram Nath Kovind welcomed Bolivia as a new partner in the Solar
Alliance.?” President Kovind stated that India aims to produce 175 gigawatts of renewable energy by
2022, of which 100 gigawatts will be solar energy. President Kovind further asserted the possibility of
collaboration with Bolivia in the areas of solar, wind, and bio-fuel energy.”®

India has addressed the importance of comprehensive adaptation strategies and the need for
investment in resilient infrastructure. India has taken direct action to assist states that are suffering
from extreme weather events. It has also collaborated with the participants of the Coalition for
Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure, both in the public and private sectors, to provide further assistance
to developing states.

Thus, India receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Jennifer Wang

Indonesia: -1

Indonesia failed to comply with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

Within this compliance cycle, Indonesia has not supported actions and cooperation in countries
vulnerable to climate change, specifically with regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies. It has
not taken any actions or made any collaborative commitments to support developing countries in
bolstering extreme weather infrastructure or adopting other preventative climate-related measures.
No actions were found for this report after searching publicly available online sources published by
the government, relevant ministries, and international organizations.?

Thus, Indonesia receives a score of —1.
Analyst: Eunbi Lee

Italy: +1

Italy fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to

% Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief to Mozambique-Operation Sahayata 2019, Ministry of External Affairs
(New Delhi) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?dtl/31174/humanitarian+assistance+and+disaster+relief+to+mozambiqueoperation+sahayata+2019.
% Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief to Mozambique-Operation Sahayata 2019, Ministry of External Affairs
(New Delhi) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?dtl/31174/humanitarian+assistance+and+disaster+relief+to+mozambiqueoperation+sahayata+2019.
7 Address by President at India - Bolivia Business Forum, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 29 March 2019.
Access Date: 17 April 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-
Statements.htm?dtl/31194/address+by+president+at+india++bolivia+business+forum.

% Address by President at India - Bolivia Business Forum, Ministry of External Affairs (New Delhi) 29 March 2019.
Access Date: 17 April 2019. https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-
Statements.htm?dtl/31194/address+by+president+at+india++bolivia+business+forum.

% This non-compliance was determined after a deep search of the following websites:

www.deplu.go.id, https://www.esdm.go.id/, https://www.undp.org/ and https://www.theguardian.com/international.
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extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 1 December 2018, the government of Italy was commended by the Caribbean Community
Climate Change Centre (CCCCC) for contributing USD600,000 to its new Light Detection and
Ranging (LIDAR) system.!% The LIDAR system will improve the CCCCC’s ability to observe
changes in the Caribbean’s land and marine environments.'0!

On 12 December 2018, at COP24, Italy pledged EUR7 million to the Adaptation Fund in support of
climate adaptation projects in the most vulnerable communities and developing countries.!92 This
contribution also aims to facilitate innovative climate finance models such as Direct Access, which
engages in national capacity-building and promotes ownership of climate change adaptation
initiatives.103

On 28 January 2019, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte opened the new Africa Centre for Climate and
Sustainable Development in Rome.1%4 Based on its demand-driven mechanism, the centre will
provide African countries with resources to support practices relevant to climate change, water
supply, and food security. The centre aims to facilitate cooperation among African countries and G7
members, in order to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda.10

On 7 March 2019, the Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea signed an agreement with the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization to provide technical support to Sudan’s National
Council for the Environment.!1% In an effort to address both climate mitigation and adaptation, this
agreement approved two projects aimed at improving food security and rural livelihoods and
enhancing the resilience of communities in drought-prone areas. These two projects have a total
budget of EUR1.6 million.!07

1% Js Government continues to support Caribbean in managing impacts of natural disasters. 6 December 2016. Access

Date: 21 February 2019. https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2018/12/06/us-government-continues-to-support-
caribbean-in-managing-impacts-of-natural-disasters/.

101 ccCCC adds LiDar to Caribbean Climate change fight, Caribbean News Service. 1 December 2018. Access Date: 21
February 2019. https://caribbeannewsservice.com/now/ccccc-adds-lidar-to-caribbean-climate-change-fight/.

102 Adaptation Fund Breaks Single-Year Resource Mobilization Record with Nearly USS 129M in New Pledges Received,
Adaptation Fund (Katowice) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.adaptation-
fund.org/adaptation-fund-breaks-single-year-resource-mobilization-record-nearly-us-129m-new-pledges-received/.
103 Adaptation Fund Breaks Single-Year Resource Mobilization Record with Nearly USS 129M in New Pledges Received,
Adaptation Fund (Katowice) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.adaptation-
fund.org/adaptation-fund-breaks-single-year-resource-mobilization-record-nearly-us-129m-new-pledges-received/.
104 Italy Prime Minister Conte Opens Africa Centre for Climate and Sustainable Development in Rome, United Nations
Development Programme (Rome) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019.
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2018/Italy-PM-Conte-Opens-Africa-Centre-for-
Climate-Sustainable-Development.html.

105 Italy Prime Minister Conte Opens Africa Centre for Climate and Sustainable Development in Rome, United Nations
Development Programme (Rome) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019.
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2018/Italy-PM-Conte-Opens-Africa-Centre-for-
Climate-Sustainable-Development.html.

198 News Release: Seeds Taking Roots: FAQ, Italy and Sudan Substantiate their Partnership, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (Rome) 7 March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019.
http://www.fao.org/partnerships/resource-partners/news/news-article/en/c/1184446/.

197 News Release: Seeds Taking Roots: FAQ, Italy and Sudan Substantiate their Partnership, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (Rome) 7 March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019.
http://www.fao.org/partnerships/resource-partners/news/news-article/en/c/1184446/.
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On 15 March 2019, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte declared climate change as a crucial challenge
for the future of the planet and committed Italy to the climate change agenda and respect for the
Paris Agreement.108

Italy has fully complied with its commitment to adaptation strategies by providing technical and
financial support to climate-vulnerable countries, engaging in multilateral cooperation, and
establishing partnerships with developing counttries.

Thus, Italy receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Eunbi Lee

Japan: +1

Japan fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 26 December 2018, the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed an agreement
with the government of Indonesia to develop the Regional Disaster Risk Resilience project in Central
Sulawesi.1® This project will promote the construction of physical infrastructure and public facilities
that are more resilient to natural disasters, following an earthquake in Central Sulawesi in 2018.110

On 17 January 2019, the Japanese government held a technical briefing in conjunction with the
World Bank. This session convened Japanese insurance providers under the Southeast Asia Disaster
Risk Insurance Facility (SEADRIF) to discuss new tools and approaches to innovative disaster risk
finance in ASEAN nations.!!!

From 28-30 January 2019, the Ministry of the Environment collaborated with the International
Renewable Energy Agency IRENA) to organize a three-day training program in Male, Maldives.!!2
The purpose of this training program was to “support the development of project proposals to
access climate finance by various SIDS (Small Island Developing States) stakeholders through
various entities including local banks and climate finance entities.”!13

On 11 February 2019, Japan participated in the second annual Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief Tabletop Exercise, hosted in Thailand and co-sponsored by the United States.!'* This event

1% Climate change, a challenge for the future of the planet. President Conte's message, Italian Government Presidency
of the Council of Ministers (Rome) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019. http://www.governo.it/articolo/climate-
change-una-sfida-il-futuro-del-pianeta-il-messaggio-del-presidente-conte/11122.

199 press Release: Signing of Record of Discussions on Technical Cooperation Project with Samoa: Support for
strengthening climate in the Pacific region, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) December 2018. Access
Date: 29 March 2019. https://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/press/2018/181220_01.html.

10 press Release: Signing of Record of Discussions on Technical Cooperation Project with Samoa: Support for
strengthening climate in the Pacific region, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) December 2018. Access
Date: 29 March 2019. https://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/press/2018/181220_01.html.

1 southeast Asia Disaster Risk Insurance Facility (SEAFRIF) Technical Briefing for Japanese Insurance Industry, World
Bank (Tokyo) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2019/01/17/southeast-asia-disaster-risk-insurance-facility-seadrif-
technical-briefing-for-japanese-insurance-industry-drmhubtokyo

12 Capacity building workshop on preparation of bankable concept notes for climate finance in SIDS, SIDS Lighthouses
(Abu Dhabi) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://islands.irena.org/Events.

1 Capacity building workshop on preparation of bankable concept notes for climate finance in SIDS, SIDS Lighthouses
(Abu Dhabi) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://islands.irena.org/Events.

1% Cobra Gold19: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response Exercise Commenced in Thailand,
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sought to promote guidelines and responsible practices for civil-military coordination in response to
unexpected natural disasters.!15

On 14 February 2019, State Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Toshiko Abe welcomed more than 100
government representatives and international organizations to the first meeting of the 2019 G20
Climate Sustainability Working Group.!1¢ The meeting discussed a variety of topics related to climate
change, including cooperation with multilateral development banks to enhance climate action and
provide opportunities for climate-related investment.!'” Specifically, the meeting sessions on 15
February 2019 discussed adaptation and resilient infrastructure and sharing best practices in
promoting adaptation measures.!!8

On 19 February 2019, the government of Japan announced its contribution of USD10.6 million to
increasing resilience to natural disasters in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and Balochistan
provinces in Pakistan.!?

On 19 February 2019, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs co-hosted an event titled “Prospects on
Achieving Disaster Risk Reduction Agenda,” along with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction, the United Nations Development Program and the Japan International Cooperation
Agency.!20 This meeting sought to reaffirm the importance of formulating national and local disaster
risk reduction strategies in small island nations.!2!

On 22 February 2019, Japan co-hosted the 2019 Kansai Resilience Forum alongside the International
Academic Forum (IAFOR).122 This one-day forum discussed disaster risk reduction strategies and
recognized the importance of innovative engineering for resilient disaster infrastructure.!23

On 4 March 2019, Japan announced its support for the implementation of Tonga’s nationwide eatly
warning system and disaster communication (NEWS) program.'?4 The purpose of the program is to

U.S Indo-Pacific Command (Phitsanulok) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1754444/cobra-gold19-humanitarian-assistance-and-
disaster-response-exercise-commenced-i/.

Y15 cobra Gold19: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response Exercise Commenced in Thailand,

U.S Indo-Pacific Command (Phitsanulok) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1754444/cobra-gold19-humanitarian-assistance-and-
disaster-response-exercise-commenced-i/.

18 press Release: Remarks by Dr. Toshiko Abe, State Minister for Foreign Affairs at the 1st Meeting of the G20 Climate
Sustainability Working Group, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Japan (Tokyo) 18 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February
2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/000447210.pdf/.

7 press Release: Remarks by Dr. Toshiko Abe, State Minister for Foreign Affairs at the 1st Meeting of the G20 Climate
Sustainability Working Group, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Japan (Tokyo) 18 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February
2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/000447210.pdf/.

18 520 Climate Sustainability Working Group (CSWG): 1st Meeting 2019, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 5
March 2019. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/ic/ch/page25e_000301.html.

119Japan supports vulnerable families in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and Balochistan, ReliefWeb (Islamabad) 19
February 2019. Access Date: 27 February 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/japan-supports-vulnerable-
families-khyber-pakhtunkhwa-sindh-and-balochistan.

120 News Release: Side Event of the G20 Development Working Group “Prospects on Achieving Disaster Risk Reduction
Agenda” (Tokyo) 19 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.mofa.go.jp/ic/gic/page23e_000548.html/.

121 News Release: Side Event of the G20 Development Working Group “Prospects on Achieving Disaster Risk Reduction
Agenda” (Tokyo) 19 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.mofa.go.jp/ic/gic/page23e_000548.html/.

122 The Kansai Resilience Forum 2019, Kansai Resilience Forum (Kobe) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://kansai-resilience-forum.jp/programme/.

123 The Kansai Resilience Forum 2019, Kansai Resilience Forum (Kobe) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://kansai-resilience-forum.jp/programme/.
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“reduce risks and damages to basic services, infrastructure and the environments at the time of
natural disasters.”’125

On 6 March 2019, the government of Japan and the UN Human Settlements Programme jointly
announced a project in support of recovery and strengthened resilience for communities affected by
floods.'?6 The project aims to reduce further climate risk and contribute to sustainable growth in
Cambodia.’??

On 10 March 2019, JICA signed a project agreement with the government of Djibouti.!?8 This
agreement seeks to establish efficient strategies for the management and sustainable usage of water in
response to severe climate temperatures.!?

On 19 March 2019, Japan participated in the Second International Workshop on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure hosted in New Delhi!30 Kenji Hiramatsu, the Japanese Ambassador to India,
reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to formulating “proposals for quality infrastructure” and creating
disaster-resilient infrastructure in compliance with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction.!3!

On 31 March 2019, JICA signed an agreement with the government of Sudan to form a scientific and
technological research partnership.!32 The partnership seeks to develop innovative strategies for
sustainable wheat production in response to severe weather and droughts.!33

124 News Release: New Early Warning System and Disaster Communications for Tonga, ReliefWeb (Nuku'alofa) 4 March
2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/tonga/new-early-warning-system-and-disaster-
communications-tonga.

125 News Release: New Early Warning System and Disaster Communications for Tonga, ReliefWeb (Nuku'alofa) 4 March
2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/tonga/new-early-warning-system-and-disaster-
communications-tonga.

126 Government of Japan supports recovery and strengthens resilience of flood victims in Cambodia, PreventionWeb
(Geneva) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019.
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/64170?fbclid=IwAROElere8UU44BWKrZD1uoxLSjcBUZ0sDg_riqqBBpHOK9
HkV581cYddAaw.

27 Government of Japan supports recovery and strengthens resilience of flood victims in Cambodia, PreventionWeb
(Geneva) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019.
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/64170?fbclid=IwAROElere8UU44BWKrZD1uoxLSjcBUZ0sDg_riqgqBBpHOK9
HkV581cYddAaw.

128 press Release: Signing of Record of Discussions with Djibouti for a Science and Technology Research Partnership for
Sustainable Development (SATREPS): Supporting research for establishing a sustainable water resource management
model, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/press/2018/190319_01.html.

129 press Release: Signing of Record of Discussions with Djibouti for a Science and Technology Research Partnership for
Sustainable Development (SATREPS): Supporting research for establishing a sustainable water resource management
model, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.

https://www jica.go.jp/english/news/press/2018/190319_01.html.

3% ‘Now is the time to do bold things...’, Reliefweb (Geneva) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 1 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/now-time-do-bold-things.

B! ‘Now is the time to do bold things...’, Reliefweb (Geneva) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 1 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/now-time-do-bold-things.

132 press Release: Signing of Record of Discussions with Sudan for a Science and Technology Research Partnership for
Sustainable Development (SATREPS): Support for the research and extension of drought- and heat-tolerant wheat
cultivars that can be sustainably produced, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) 1 April 2019. Access Date:
11 April 2019. https://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/press/2019/20190401_31_en.html.
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On 1 April 2019, Japan contributed USD24 million to Tonga’s NEWS program.134

On 2 April 2019, Japan participated in the 8t special meeting of the United Nations Economic and
Social Council’s 2019 session in New York.!3 The meeting discussed a variety of topics pertaining to
climate finance, climate mitigation strategies and relief efforts in response to damage caused by
Cyclone Idai in regions such as Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe.!3¢

On 4 April 2019, the Japanese government sent a second Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Medical Team
to Mozambique for the purpose of further assisting vulnerable communities affected by the
cyclone.!37

On 23 April 2019, the Japanese government announced an emergency funding package of USD11.7
million for Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe in the aftermaths of Cyclone Idai. This funding will
be used to protect vulnerable communities, provide temporary shelter, and promote eatly recovery.!38

Japan has fully complied with its commitment to support climate action and cooperate with climate-
vulnerable developing countries with regards to climate adaptive strategies and investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure. It has engaged in capacity-building partnerships with a variety of stakeholders
ranging from small island states to international organizations and provided unilateral and direct
assistance to developing counttries.

Thus, Japan receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Justin Lall

Korea: +1

Korea fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 16 December 2018, Korea contributed USD5.2 million to a disaster mitigation program in Metro
Manila, Philippines.!3 The purpose of this project is to increase responsiveness to natural disasters

133 press Release: Signing of Record of Discussions with Sudan for a Science and Technology Research Partnership for

Sustainable Development (SATREPS): Support for the research and extension of drought- and heat-tolerant wheat
cultivars that can be sustainably produced, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) 1 April 2019. Access Date:
11 April 2019. https://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/press/2019/20190401_31_en.html.

B34 Ground breaking of Japan’s Grant Aid for the “Nationwide Early Warning System (NEWS) Project” value at 56 million
pa’anga, Reliefweb (Nuku'alofa) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/tonga/ground-
breaking-japan-s-grant-aid-nationwide-early-warning-system-news-project-value-56.

B35 At Special Economic and Social Council Meeting on Destruction by Cyclone Idai, Speakers Stress Urgent Need for
More Emergency Funding, Resilience Assistance, Reliefweb (New York) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/special-economic-and-social-council-meeting-destruction-cyclone-idai-
speakers.

136 At Special Economic and Social Council Meeting on Destruction by Cyclone Idai, Speakers Stress Urgent Need for
More Emergency Funding, Resilience Assistance, Reliefweb (New York) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/special-economic-and-social-council-meeting-destruction-cyclone-idai-
speakers.

17 Dispatch of the second Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Medical Team in Response to the Cyclone Damage in
Mozambique, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019.
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_002409.html.

138 Emergency Grant Aid for three countries in Southern Africa affected by Cyclone Idai, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan (Tokyo) 23 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_002436.html.
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and mitigate flood-related damages in residential areas near the Tullahan and Pasig-Marikina river
basins.140

On 16 January 2019, Korea and China jointly hosted the 23 meeting of the Joint Committee on
Environmental Cooperation.!#! This joint meeting explored the potential for bilateral cooperation
between Korea and China with regards to shared climate concerns pertaining to air pollution, water
contamination, environmental industry and technology, and increasing environmental cooperation at
the regional and global levels.142

On 11 February 2019, Korea participated in the second annual Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief Tabletop Exercise hosted in Thailand.!¥ The event sought to promote guidelines and
responsible practices for civil-military coordination strategies in response to unexpected natural
disasters.!44

On 14 February 2019, Korea attended the first 2019 G20 Climate Sustainability Working Group
meeting held in Tokyo, Japan, where it shared best practices of promoting climate adaptation
practices and resilient infrastructure with other G20 members.!45

On 15 February 2019, Vice Foreign Minister Lee Tae-ho met with the Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific Armida Salsiah
Alisjahbana. The meeting discussed inter-governmental environmental policy efforts.'#¢ Both sides

139 50uth Korea grants $5.2 million for disaster mitigation in Metro Manilla, Business Mirror (Makati) 16 December

2018. Access Date: 31 March 2019. https://businessmirror.com.ph/2018/12/16/south-korea-grants-5-2-million-for-
disaster-mitigation-in-metro-manila/.

10 50uth Korea grants $5.2 million for disaster mitigation in Metro Manilla, Business Mirror (Makati) 16 December
2018. Access Date: 31 March 2019. https://businessmirror.com.ph/2018/12/16/south-korea-grants-5-2-million-for-
disaster-mitigation-in-metro-manila/.

11 press Release: 23rd Meeting of ROK-China Joint Committee on Environmental Cooperation to Take Place on Jan.23-
24, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Korea (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 19 January 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320336&srchFr=&amp%3BsrchTo=&amp%3BsrchWord=&amp
%3BsrchTp=&amp%3Bmulti_itm_seq=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_1=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_2=0&amp%3Bcompany_cd=&amp%
3Bcompany_nm-=.

142 press Release: 23rd Meeting of ROK-China Joint Committee on Environmental Cooperation to Take Place on Jan.23-
24, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Korea (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 19 January 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320336&srchFr=&amp%3BsrchTo=&amp%3BsrchWord=&amp
%3BsrchTp=&amp%3Bmulti_itm_seq=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_1=0&amp%3Bitm_seq_2=0&amp%3Bcompany_cd=&amp%
3Bcompany_nm-=.

143 Cobra Gold19: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response Exercise Commenced in Thailand,

U.S Indo-Pacific Command (Phitsanulok) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1754444/cobra-gold19-humanitarian-assistance-and-
disaster-response-exercise-commenced-i/.

14% Cobra Gold19: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response Exercise Commenced in Thailand,

U.S Indo-Pacific Command (Phitsanulok) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1754444/cobra-gold19-humanitarian-assistance-and-
disaster-response-exercise-commenced-i/.

1% press Release: G20 Climate Sustainability Working Group (CSWG): 1st Meeting 2019, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan (Seoul) 18 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.mofa.go.jp/ic/ch/page25e_000301.html/.

198 press Release: Vice Foreign Minister Lee Tae-ho Meets with Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Republic of Korea (Seoul) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 1 March 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320393&srchFr=&amp;srchTo=&amp;srchWord=disaster&amp
;srchTp=1&amp;multi_itm_seq=0&amp;itm_seq_1=0&amp;itm_seq_2=0&amp;company_cd=&amp;company_nm=&p
age=1&titleNm-=.
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reaffirmed their commitment to pursuing cooperative strategies pertaining to sustainable energy,
resource efficiency, and disaster reduction.!4’

On 6 March 2019, Korea contributed USD15 million to Laos’s flood recovery program in the
Attapeu province.!48

On 13 March 2019, Korea jointly hosted a national conference on Community-Based Disaster Risk
Reduction (CBDRR) in Seoul, alongside the International Organization for Migration IOM).14° The
workshop sought to enhance the practical knowledge and responsibilities of humanitarian workers
deployed in disaster-prone regions.150

On 2 April 2019, Korea participated in the 8 special meeting of the United Nations Economic and
Social Council’s 2019 session in New York.!>! The meeting discussed a variety of topics pertaining to
climate finance, climate mitigation strategies and relief efforts in response to damage caused by
Cyclone Idai in regions such as Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe.!>2

On 3 April 2019, Korea participated in the 2019 Asian Development Outlook Conference.!>3 The
conference sought to promote strategies of investment in disaster-resilient and climate-effective
infrastructure and incorporate sustainable recovery strategies in the aftermath of natural disasters.!54

On 14 April 2019, the Korean Ambassador to Iran met with the Secretary of the Iranian Red
Crescent Society Mahmoud Reza Peyravi.!>> The ambassador re-affirmed Korea’s contribution of

47 press Release: Vice Foreign Minister Lee Tae-ho Meets with Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs Republic of Korea (Seoul) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 1 March 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320393&srchFr=&amp;srchTo=&amp;srchWord=disaster&amp
;srchTp=1&amp;multi_itm_seq=0&amp;itm_seq_1=0&amp;itm_seq_2=0&amp;company_cd=&amp;company_nm=_&p
age=1&titleNm-=.

8 South Korea approaches USS15 million to Laos for Attapeu flood recovery, Eleven Media Group (Yangon) 6 March
2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019. https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/south-korea-approves-us15-million-to-laos-for-
attapeu-flood-recovery-asianewsnetwork.

149\ orean Humanitarian Stakeholders Train in Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction, ReliefWeb (Geneva) 15
March 2019. Access Date: 1 April 2019. https://www.iom.int/news/korean-humanitarian-stakeholders-trained-
community-based-disaster-risk-reduction.

130 orean Humanitarian Stakeholders Train in Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction, ReliefWeb (Geneva) 15
March 2019. Access Date: 1 April 2019. https://www.iom.int/news/korean-humanitarian-stakeholders-trained-
community-based-disaster-risk-reduction.

1At Special Economic and Social Council Meeting on Destruction by Cyclone Idai, Speakers Stress Urgent Need for
More Emergency Funding, Resilience Assistance, Reliefweb (New York) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/special-economic-and-social-council-meeting-destruction-cyclone-idai-
speakers.

152 At Special Economic and Social Council Meeting on Destruction by Cyclone Idai, Speakers Stress Urgent Need for
More Emergency Funding, Resilience Assistance, Reliefweb (New York) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/special-economic-and-social-council-meeting-destruction-cyclone-idai-
speakers.

153 Asian Development Outlook (ADQO) 2019: Strengthening Disaster Resilience, Asian Development Bank
(Mandaluyong) 3 April 2019. Access Date: 16 April 2019. https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-
outlook-2019-strengthening-disaster-resilience.

5% Asian Development Outlook (ADO) 2019: Strengthening Disaster Resilience, Asian Development Bank
(Mandaluyong) 3 April 2019. Access Date: 16 April 2019. https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-
outlook-2019-strengthening-disaster-resilience.

135 South Korea Offers Cash Contribution to Iranian Flood-Affected People, ReliefWeb (Tehran) 14 April 2019. Access
Date: 18 April 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/south-korea-offers-cash-contribution-iranian-
flood-affected-people.
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USD200,000 to provide relief for floor-affected communities in the Iranian provinces of Golestan,
Fars, Lorestand and Khuzestan.!56

Korea has fully complied with its commitment to support climate action and cooperation by
fostering adaptive strategies and investment in infrastructure. It has also assisted developing countries
through direct action.

Thus, Kotea receives a score of +1.

Apnalyst: Justin Lall

Mexico: 0

Mexico partially complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 18 December 2018, Mexico and the United States signed on to a development plan for Central
America to address climate-induced migration.!>” This development plan will benefit Mexico, along
with Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador, provided that they reduce climate-induced migration to
the United States. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs pledged to invest USD5 billion annually starting in
2019, along with the United States’ investment of USD4.8 billion.158

Mexico has provided aid alongside other G20 members to developing countries in the Caribbean and
Central America by pledging funding to address climate change-induced migration. However, Mexico
has not engaged climate-vulnerable countries in partnership, particularly small island states.

Thus, Mexico receives a score of 0.

Apnalyst: Raluca Gondor

Russia: -1

Russia failed to comply with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 11 December 2018, Russia stated that it sees the activities and recommendations of the Agenda
for the Protection of Cross-Border Displaced Person in the Context of Disasters and Climate
Change and the Platform on Disaster Displacement to be inappropriate.'® Russia asserted that there

136 South Korea Offers Cash Contribution to Iranian Flood-Affected People, ReliefWeb (Tehran) 14 April 2019. Access

Date: 18 April 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/south-korea-offers-cash-contribution-iranian-
flood-affected-people.

57 Us and Mexico pledge development funds for Central America, Financial Times (Mexico City) 18 December 2018.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.ft.com/content/90a953d4-0300-11e9-99df-6183d3002ee1.

138 Us and Mexico pledge development funds for Central America, Financial Times (Mexico City) 18 December 2018.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.ft.com/content/90a953d4-0300-11e9-99df-6183d3002ee1.

159 Statement of the Russian Federation on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, Marrakesh,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation (Russia) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
http://www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/iniciativy-rossii-v-oon/-/asset_publisher/It9FJKw0JOXM/content/id/3440694.
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is no reliable and invariably recognized evidence that confirms the correlation between climate
change and displacement, or the predominance of environmental factors in displacement.!60

On 9 April 2019, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov acknowledged that the Arctic is witnessing rapid
climate-induced change, referring to climate change as a serious global challenge.'¢! He further stated
that Russia understands the importance of the Paris Climate Agreement. However, the minister also
stated that climate change offers new opportunities such as receding ice-opening that enables the use
of the Northern Sea Route for shipping.162

Russia has not taken steps to fulfill its commitment to support actions and cooperation in developing
countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable, including small island states such as those
in the Caribbean. Furthermore, Russia has rejected the activities and recommendations of global
initiatives relating to climate action.

Thus, Russia receives a score of —1.
Analyst: Jennifer Wang

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with
regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient
to extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 30 December 2018, the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center, a humanitarian agency
established by King Salman bin Abdulaziz, sighed two agreements with Tajikistan’s Emergency and
Civil Defense Committee and the Land Reclamation and Irrigation Agency.!¢> The agreements
pledged support for flood relief projects by providing equipment, establishing disaster prevention
mechanisms, and deploying rapid response teams to affected regions.!64

Saudi Arabia has taken steps to fulfill its commitment to support actions, but not cooperation in
developing countries, especially those that are particularly vulnerable, including small island states
such as those in the Caribbean.

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of 0.

Analyst: Eunbi Lee

180 statement of the Russian Federation on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, Marrakesh,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation (Russia) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
http://www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/iniciativy-rossii-v-oon/-/asset_publisher/It9FJKw0JOXM/content/id/3440694.

161 Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s remarks and answers to media questions at the opening of the ministerial session
of the 5th International Arctic Forum, The Arctic: Territory of Dialogue, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation (St. Petersburg) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/meropriyatiya_s_uchastiem_ministra/-
/asset_publisher/xK1BhB2bUjd3/content/id/3608543.

162 Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’'s remarks and answers to media questions at the opening of the ministerial session
of the 5th International Arctic Forum, The Arctic: Territory of Dialogue, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation (St. Petersburg) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/meropriyatiya_s_uchastiem_ministra/-
/asset_publisher/xK1BhB2bUjd3/content/id/3608543.

163 KSA’s humanitarian aid agency chief meets Tajikistan envoy, Arab News (Jeddah) 30 December 2018. Access Date:
25 June 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1427986/saudi-arabia.

164 KSA’s humanitarian aid agency chief meets Tajikistan envoy, Arab News (Jeddah) 30 December 2018. Access Date:
25 June 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1427986/saudi-arabia.
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South Africa: -1

South Africa failed to comply with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards
to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

Within this compliance cycle, South Africa has not supported actions and cooperation in countries
vulnerable to climate change, specifically with regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies. It has
not taken any actions or made any collaborative commitments to support developing countries in
bolstering extreme weather infrastructure or adopting other preventative climate-related measures.
No actions were found for this report after searching publicly available online sources published by
the government, relevant ministries, and international organizations.!%

Thus, South Africa receives a score of —1.
Analyst: Jennifer Wang

Turkey: 0

Turkey partially complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with regards to
comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient to
extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 25 February 2019, Turkey pledged to support Ghana in addressing issues of sanitation and
introducing sustainable water supply. Although Turkey’s own water resources are affected by climate
change, it has promised to assist Ghana in mitigating climate-related risks to clean water supply.16¢

Turkey has taken steps towards climate action in developing countries by contributing to climate-
resilient infrastructure. However, Turkey has not engaged in direct cooperation with developing
countries and small island states.

Thus, Turkey receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Raluca Gondor

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with
regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient
to extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 13 December 2018, the World Bank announced the UK’s GBP20 million pledge to the World
Bank’s Energy Sector Management Assistance Program.!¢” Administered by the World Bank, the
assistance program supports global knowledge and technical assistance to low and middle-income

165 This non-compliance was determined after a deep search of the following websites:

https://www.environment.gov.za, http://www.dirco.gov.za, http://www.treasury.gov.za, http://www.statssa.gov.za,
and https://www.iol.co.za.

186 Ghana: Turkey to Support Ghana On Water, Sanitation, AllAfrica (Accra) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February
2019. https://allafrica.com/stories/201902250819.html.

187 press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.
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countries by providing sustainable energy solutions.!® The UK’s financial support will finance
improvements in solar battery storage, geothermal and offshore wind development, and enhanced
energy efficiency in developing states that have committed to transitioning away from coal and into
cleaner energy sources.1?

On 17 December 2018, Minister of Energy and Clean Growth Claire Perry reaffirmed the UK’s
continued support for the Pacific Islands in building resiliency against climate change. Perry
expressed the UK’s commitment by stating: “despite hardly contributing to climate change, [the
Pacific Islands] are driving international action to... building resilience of their communities.”170
Perry’s statement confirmed GBP1.2 million in funding for the Pacific Nationally Determined
Contributions Hub, an international cooperative that supports vulnerable island states in their fight
against climate change.!7!

On 21 January 2019, the UK and New Zealand issued a joint statement to reaffirm their continued
supportt for partnerships with the Pacific Islands to fight climate change. “The UK and New Zealand
recognise that individual and coordinated action is required to address the vulnerabilities of Pacific
Island countries to supportt their sustainable and prosperous future.”!”2 The UK will seck to improve
multilateral support by opening three new diplomatic posts in Vanuatu, Samoa, and Tonga. It will
also send a regional development expert to Fiji to address the climate vulnerability of Pacific Island
countries.!”3

The UK has fully complied with its commitment to climate action and cooperation with developing
countries with regards to climate-resilient adaptive strategies. The UK has invested in climate-friendly
infrastructure in developing states that are transitioning away from coal. Recently, the Ministry of
Energy and Clean Growth has also dedicated increased funding and engaged in multilateral efforts in
collaboration with Pacific Island States.

Thus, the UK receives a score of +1.

Analyst: Callista Ryan

168 press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.

189 press Release: World Bank, Canada, UK to Assist in Countries in Transition from Coal; Accelerate Uptake of Cleaner
Energy, The World Bank (Katowice) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 27 April 2019.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/12/wb-canada-uk-to-assist-countries-in-transition-from-
coal/.

70 press Release: UK Deepens Climate Change Partnership with Pacific Islands, Ministry of Energy and Clean Growth,
The Honourable Minister Claire Perry, 17 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-deepens-climate-change-partnership-with-pacific-islands.

71 press Release: UK Deepens Climate Change Partnership with Pacific Islands, Ministry of Energy and Clean Growth,
The Honourable Minister Claire Perry, 17 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-deepens-climate-change-partnership-with-pacific-islands.

72 New Zealand and United Kingdom Joint Statement on Climate Change and Resilience in the Pacific, Department for
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy and Department for International Development. 21 January 2019. Access Date:
24 February 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-zealand-and-united-kingdom-joint-statement-on-
climate-change-and-resilience-in-the-pacific.

173 New Zealand and United Kingdom Joint Statement on Climate Change and Resilience in the Pacific, Department for
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy and Department for International Development. 21 January 2019. Access Date:
24 February 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-zealand-and-united-kingdom-joint-statement-on-
climate-change-and-resilience-in-the-pacific.
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United States: +1

The United States fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with
regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient
to extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 18 December 2018, the United States and Mexico signed on to a development plan for Central
America to address climate-induced migration.!7* This development plan will benefit Mexico, along
with Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador, provided that they reduce climate-induced migration to
the United States. The United States invested USD4.8 billion.!7>

On 11 February 2019, the US co-sponsored the second annual Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief Tabletop Exercise, hosted in Thailand and attended by countries including Japan.!7¢ This event
sought to promote guidelines and responsible practices for civil-military coordination in response to
unexpected natural disasters.!”’

On 13 February 2019, the US Embassy in Cote d’Ivoire announced a new initiative funded by United
States Agency for International Development (USAID). This initiative supports increased
environmental and economic resilience in climate-vulnerable regions such as Cote d’Ivoire.!”

On 12 April 2019, US Secretary of State convened a meeting with the disaster management officials
of 18 Caribbean countries to discuss the new “U.S.-Caribbean Resilience Partnership.”!”? The
partnership aims to promote resilience and build regional capacity in disaster response.!80

The United States has supported climate action and cooperation by ameliorating environmental
plight in Small Island Developing States and participating in multilateral climate partnerships
pertaining to disaster risk resilience.

Thus, the United States receives a score of +1.181

Analyst: Olga Tumurova

74 Us and Mexico pledge development funds for Central America, Financial Times (Mexico City) 18 December 2018.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.ft.com/content/90a953d4-0300-11e9-99df-6183d3002ee1.

75 Us and Mexico pledge development funds for Central America, Financial Times (Mexico City) 18 December 2018.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.ft.com/content/90a953d4-0300-11e9-99df-6183d3002ee1.

176 Cobra Gold19: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response Exercise Commenced in Thailand,

U.S Indo-Pacific Command (Phitsanulok) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1754444/cobra-gold19-humanitarian-assistance-and-
disaster-response-exercise-commenced-i/.

Y77 Cobra Gold19: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response Exercise Commenced in Thailand,

U.S Indo-Pacific Command (Phitsanulok) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019.
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1754444/cobra-gold19-humanitarian-assistance-and-
disaster-response-exercise-commenced-i/.

178 Coastal Resilience Project Launches in Fresco- Cote d’lvoire, to Protect Ecosystems and Improve Lives of Thousands,
Embassy of the United States in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire (Abidjan) 2 February 2019. Access Date: 28 February 2019.
http://www.africanews.com/2019/02/13/coastal-resilience-project-launches-in-fresco-cote-divoire-to-protect-
ecosystems-and-improve-lives-of-thousands/.

7% USA: The U.S.-Caribbean Resilience Partnership, Prevention Web (Geneva) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April
2019. https://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/64855.

189 JsA: The U.S.-Caribbean Resilience Partnership, Prevention Web (Geneva) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April
2019. https://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/64855.

81 This non-compliance was determined after a deep search of the following websites: https://www.usaid.gov,
https://www.state.gov, https://www.epa.gov, https://www.bbc.com, and https://www.nytimes.com.
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European Union: +1

The European Union fully complied with its commitment to support actions and cooperation with
regards to comprehensive adaptation strategies, including investment in infrastructure that is resilient
to extreme weather events and disasters, in developing countries, especially those that are particularly
vulnerable, including small island states such as those in the Caribbean.

On 9 December 2018, during COP24, the EU agreed to scale up pre-arranged finance for climate-
vulnerable communities as a member of the steering body of the InsuResilience Global
Partnership.182

On 31 January 2019, the EU signed two agreements with the World Bank, providing EUR30.7
million to strengthen disaster management in the Caribbean.!83 The programs will support Caribbean
countries in planning for long-term resilience and climate-smart growth strategies and designing
investment initiatives.!84 The Caribbean Regional Resilience Building Facility will support 15
Caribbean countries in expanding financial protection and reducing climate vulnerability.185

On 24 February 2019, the EU Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development
Neven Mimica approved a EUR1.6 million programme dedicated to reducing Palau’s dependency on
fossil fuel.186

On 26 February 2019, EU Commissioner Neven Mimica signed the Pacific-European Union Waste
Management programme and the Global Climate Change Alliance Plus - Scaling-up Pacific
Adaptation Programme (GCCA-SUPA).187 The Pacific-European Union Waste Management
programme will allocate EUR16.5 million to addressing marine litter and biodiversity conservation
issues in the Pacific region. The program will be implemented in partnership with key regional
partner agencies. The GCCA-SUPA will provide the Pacific region with a total amount of EUR14.89

82 £ Joins the InsuResilience Global Partnership to Boost Disaster Risk Financing and Insurance, European
Commission’s Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development. 28 December 2018. Access Date: 8
February 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/devco/item-
detail.cfm?item_id=641729&utm_source=devco_newsroom&utm_medium=Website&utm_campaign=devco&utm_co
ntent=EU joins the InsuResilience Global Partnership to boost disaster risk finan&lang=en.

183 £uro 30 Million to Help Caribbean Enhance Climate Resilience and Adaption, World Bank (Washington) 31 January
2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/01/31/euro-30-million-to-
help-caribbean-enhance-climate-resilience-and-adaptation?fbclid=lwAR0ZnoARLQeKqggeCFy2zv4zcy2ue6QMqgnr-
jlg3nv6LDJITmMTgZwOr3vFLU.

8% £4ro 30 Million to Help Caribbean Enhance Climate Resilience and Adaption, World Bank (Washington) 31 January
2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/01/31/euro-30-million-to-
help-caribbean-enhance-climate-resilience-and-adaptation?fbclid=lwAR0ZnoARLQeKqgeCFy2zv4zcy2ue6QMqgnr-
jlg3nv6LDJITmMTgZwOr3vFLU.

185 £uro 30 Million to Help Caribbean Enhance Climate Resilience and Adaption, World Bank (Washington) 31 January
2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/01/31/euro-30-million-to-
help-caribbean-enhance-climate-resilience-and-adaptation?fbclid=lwAR0ZnoARLQeKqgeCFy2zv4zcy2ue6QMqgnr-
jlg3nv6LDJITmMTgZwOr3vFLU.

86 £y gives EUR1.6 million to support Palau in improving Energy Efficiency, European External Action Service (Brussels)
4 March 2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019. https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/fiji/58998/eu-gives-€16m-support-
palau-improving-energy-efficiency.

87 The Pacific and the EU sign programmes worth almost EUR32 million for waste management and climate change
adaptation, European External Action Service (Brussels) 1 March 2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019.
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/58911/pacific-and-eu-sign-programmes-worth-almost-
eur-32-million-waste-management-and-climate-change.
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million in financial aid. The program will be implemented in partnership with the Pacific Community,
the Pacific Regional Environmental Programme, and the University of the South Pacific.188

On 1 March 2019, at the 17th Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT)-EU Forum, the EU signed
five cooperation programmes totalling EUR44 million.'8? EUR18 million will be allocated to a
climate mitigation and sustainable energy programme, which will assist the EU’s OCTs in building
resilience to climate change, curbing disaster risks, and moving towards low-carbon energy-efficient
economies.!? The EU also contributed EUR9 million to supporting infrastructural reconstruction in
Sint Maarten and the British Virgin Islands in the aftermath of hurricanes Irma and Maria.!"!

On 10 March 2019, the EU issued a joint statement with the government of Australia, confirming
collective support for the Pacific region’s economic development and its priorities of sustainable
infrastructure development.192

On 1 April 2019, the European Development Fund announced a EUR12 million contribution to the
Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change and Resilience Building (PACRES) project.'?3 PACRES will be
financed under the Intra-African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) GCCA+ Programme. EU programme
manager for the Intra-ACP GCCA+ PACRES Project Jenny Brown confirmed that “the European
Union remains committed and will continue to support climate change adaptation in the Pacific and
to coordinate and partner up with the CROP agencies to deliver concrete results in line with the
strategies elaborated by the Pacific governments.”194

On 17 April 2019, the EU issued a policy document outlining its vision for deepened relations with
partner countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. The EU pledged to facilitate coordination
with regards to disaster management, specifically by leveraging the EU Civil Protection Mechanism
and Emergency Response Coordination Centre.19

The EU has invested in climate initiatives in Small Island Developing States throughout this
compliance cycle. It has also signed partnerships with developing countries aimed at efficient energy

188 The Pacific and the EU sign programmes worth almost EUR32 million for waste management and climate change

adaptation, European External Action Service (Brussels) 1 March 2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019.
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/58911/pacific-and-eu-sign-programmes-worth-almost-
eur-32-million-waste-management-and-climate-change.

189 £y and Overseas Countries and Territories boost cooperation at annual Forum with €44 million, European
Commission (Brussels) 1 March 2019, Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/news-and-
events/eu-and-overseas-countries-and-territories-boost-cooperation-annual-forum-eu44_en.

%0 £y and Overseas Countries and Territories boost cooperation at annual Forum with €44 million, European
Commission (Brussels) 1 March 2019, Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/news-and-
events/eu-and-overseas-countries-and-territories-boost-cooperation-annual-forum-eu44_en.

91 £y and Overseas Countries and Territories boost cooperation at annual Forum with €44 million, European
Commission (Brussels) 1 March 2019, Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/news-and-
events/eu-and-overseas-countries-and-territories-boost-cooperation-annual-forum-eu44_en.

192 European Union and Australian Government Joint Statement, European External Action Service (Brussels) 10 March
2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019. https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/fiji/59352/european-union-and-australian-
government-joint-statement.

193 pacific Resilience to Climate Change Across 15 Countries, The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment
Programme (Apia) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019. https://www.sprep.org/news/building-pacific-resilience-to-
climate-change-across-15-countries.

194 pacific Resilience to Climate Change Across 15 Countries, The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment
Programme (Apia) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 11 April 2019. https://www.sprep.org/news/building-pacific-resilience-to-
climate-change-across-15-countries.

19 Joint Communication to the European Parliament and the Council European Union, Latin America and the
Caribbean, European Commission (Brussels) 17 April 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sites/devco/files/eu-lac-communication_en.pdf.
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development, waste reduction and biodiversity conservation in the Pacific region, in tandem with the
region’s governments and relevant agencies.

Thus, the EU receives the score of +1.

Analyst: Olga Tumurova
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2. Development: Early Childhood Development

“We launch the G20 Inidative for Eartly Childhood Development and stand ready to join all
stakeholders in enhancing quality and sustainably financed eatly childhood programs that consider
the multidimensional approach of ECD, as means of building human capital to break the cycle of
intergenerational and structural poverty, and of reducing inequalities, specially where young children
are most vulnerable.”

Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration

Assessment

No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance
Argentina +1
Australia +1
Brazil +1
Canada +1
China 0
France 0
Germany +1
India 0
Indonesia 0
Italy 0
Japan 0
Korea +1
Mexico 0
Russia 0
Saudi Arabia +1
South Africa 0
Turkey -1
United Kingdom +1
United States +1
European Union +1
Average +0.45
Background

Early Childhood Development (ECD) as a field of policy and development has emerged through a
multitude of international partnerships and frameworks, beginning with the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. On 20 November 1989, the United Nations General
Assembly recognized the “importance of international co-operation for improving the living
conditions of children in every countty, in particular in the developing countries.”1%

ECD has increasingly become incorporated in various global development agendas. The Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) were developed on 20-22 June 2012 at the Rio 2012 United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development. Here the UN General Assembly “acknowledge[d] the need
to further mainstream sustainable development at all levels, integrating economic, social and
environmental aspects and recognizing their interlinkages, so as to achieve sustainable development

1% Convention on the Rights of the Child, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (New York)
20 November 1989. Access Date: 12 January 2019.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx.
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in all its dimensions.”!9” The SDGs contain many targets that specifically address ECD, such as SDG
4.2 which aims to ensure that by 2030, “all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood
development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education.”!?8 The
G20 has recognized the “indisputable linkages between early childhood and sustainable development,
and how ECD can contribute to the overall achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its Sustainable Development Goals.”1%?

On 13-16 July 2015, the UN agreed to the Addis Ababa Action Agreement, which lays out the steps
for the international community to fund a sustainable development agenda. The Agreement
recognized that “investing in children and youth is critical to achieving inclusive, equitable and
sustainable development for present and future generations” and “the need to support countries that
face particular challenges to make the requisite investments in this area.”200

On 15-16 November 2015, at the Antalya Summit, the G20 committed to “aligning its work with the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to ensure that no one is left behind in our efforts to
eradicate poverty, achieve sustainable development and build an inclusive and sustainable future for
all.”201 The G20 also reiterated its commitment to work on “human resources development both at
home and abroad to substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant
technical and vocational skills for employment.”202

On 21-26 May 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF and the World Bank Group
(WBG), launched the Nurturing Care Framework at the 71st World Health Assembly. The
framework lays out why investing in early childhood development as it is “one of the best
investments a country can make to boost economic growth, promote peaceful and sustainable
societies, and eliminate extreme poverty and inequality” and it “is necessary to uphold the right of
every child to survive and thrive.”203

At the 2018 Buenos Aires Summit, the G20 leaders recognized the importance of ECD and launched
the G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development. This was the first time the G20 took specific
action to focus on supporting children at the carliest stage of their lives. The ECD focused on how
the roles of parents, caregivers, families, play, eatly stimulation, responsive care, and health and
nutrition shape a child’s development. In addition, the G20 also recognized that “ECD is a powerful
equalizer that can help narrow the wide gaps in outcomes and opportunities that exist between
children from higher and lower socioeconomic backgrounds and also the gender gap between boys
and girls, consistently with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.”?0* They also emphasized the need to

97 sustainable Development Goals, United Nations Development Programme (New York). Access date: 12 January
2019. http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html.

1% Sustainable Development Goal 4, United Nations (New York) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4.

199 G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

290 Addis Ababa Action Agenda, United Nations (New York) 13-16 July 2015. Access Date 13 January 2019.
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf.

291 520 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access
Date: 21 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/g20-action-plan-on-2030-agenda.pdf.

292520 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access
Date: 21 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/g20-action-plan-on-2030-agenda.pdf.

208 Nurturing Care for Early Childhood Development, World Health Organization (Geneva) 2018. Access Date: 13
January 2019. http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272604/WHO-FWC-MCA-18.02-eng.pdf?ua=1.
294520 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.
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enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly childhood programs that take a multidimensional
approach to ECD.

Commitment Features

At Buenos Aires the G20 committed to launching “the G20 Initiative for Early Childhood
Development” and to “stand ready to join all stakeholders in enhancing quality and sustainably
financed eatly childhood programs that consider the multidimensional approach of ECD, as means
of building human capital to break the cycle of intergenerational and structural poverty, and of
reducing inequalities, specially where young children are most vulnerable.”

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), “eatly child development (ECD) encompasses
physical, socio emotional, cognitive and motor development between 0-8 years of age.”205

At the core of this commitment is the recognition that ECD “brings clear benefits both to the
individual and society, reducing health and economic problems that children can carry throughout
their entire lives. It paves the way for intervening at the most critical stage of human development in
order to break the vicious cycle of intergenerational and structural poverty, societal disparities and
inequality of opportunities, ensuring that no child, anywhere, is left behind.”20¢ Thereby, only
through strengthening “quality and sustainably financed early childhood programs” can G20
members: 1) build human capital, and 2) reduce inequalities, amongst young children.

For this commitment, the multidimensional approach of ECD incorporates “health, food security
and quality nutrition, responsive caregiving, physical and emotional security and safety, and eatly
learning and stimulation.” All of these dimensions interact in a manner that is “mutually
reinforcing.”207 Thus, there are five dimensions of Early Childhood Development members must
consider:

1. Access to quality primary, preventive and curative healthcare. In practical terms, this refers to
“reinforcing social protection and providing access to universal health coverage for all children
and women, especially during pregnancy, child-birth and breastfeeding, consistent with national
contexts.”208

2. Encouraging good nutrition eartly in a child’s life and working towards the collective goals of
ending hunger and achieving food security.

3. Promoting “secure and safe environments “free of condemnation, hostility, exploitation, abuse,
neglect, conflict and stress.” This refers to taking actions for preventing “child maltreatment and
gender-based violence and discrimination, including the elimination of harmful practices such as
female genital mutilation and child, early and forced marriage; the promotion of birth registration
for every child; the provision of adequate housing and basic services such as safe water,

205 Early child development, World Health Organization (Geneva). Access Date: 10 May 2019.

https://www.who.int/topics/early-child-development/en/.

2% 520 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

27520 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

298 520 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.
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sanitation and hygiene; and efforts to provide environments free of violence, conflict, war,
natural and man-made hazards, and pollution.”20?

4. Underscoring the need for responsive care through “providing community and centre-based
organized play-based eatly programs that complement the parents’ role.””210

5. The necessity of early learning and stimulation play during eatrly childhood. This refers to
programs that provide “effective stimulation, including the enhancement of parents’ and
caregivers’ capabilities to promote development and learning, are a way of preparing children to
benefit from all forms and levels of education.”?!!

In the context of the commitment, G20 members are ready to “join all stakeholders in enhancing
quality and sustainably financed eatly childhood programs that consider the multidimensional
approach of ECD.” Thereby encouraging these various quality and sustainability financed programs
requires three forms of action.

The first involves financing and investing in Eatly Childhood Development programs through
“effective, equitable and sustainably financed ECD interventions.” This specifically refers to
“increasing resources to quality programs that consider the holistic approach of ECD, comprising
interventions in health, food security and nutrition, gender equality and women’s empowerment,
responsive caregiving, security and safety, early learning and stimulation, and social protection,”
especially amongst those in vulnerable situations, poor households and the informal economy. This
can be accomplished through financing by International Organizations, Multilateral Development
Banks, financial institutions, and private public-partnerships.2!2

The second form of action involves data monitoring, and evaluation of Early Childhood
Development programs. This refers to “monitoring and evaluating the results and impact of ECD
investments,” effective research and evidence, aimed to better inform and target policy decisions and
program improvements, and addressing the data gap in ECD programs through data collection.
Actions can include capturing ECD outcomes in population-based surveys and strengthening
“systems that can monitor ongoing child development interventions globally, such as the United
Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)’s Early Childhood Development
Index and the inter-agency Measuring Early Learning and Quality and Outcomes (MELQO).”213

Another form of action involves engaging in international cooperation and/or knowledge sharing.
This aims to improve “the quality and accessibility of multi-sector ECD programs, particularly in
supporting low-income and developing countries.” Furthermore, members can coordinate with
various International Organizations, Multilateral Development Banks, and financial institutions to

209 G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

210 G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

211G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

212 G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

213 G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.
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promote opportunities for collaboration. This specifically includes collaborating with the ECD
Action Network (ECDAN), in order to promote knowledge exchange and learning across
countries.?!4

Thus, in order to receive full compliance, members must enhance quality and sustainably financed
ECD programs by taking all three of the aforementioned actions. Partial compliance occurs when a
member takes either one or two of the aforementioned actions, while negative compliance occurs
when a member fails to take any action.

Scoring Guidelines

G20 member does not take action to enhancing quality and sustainably financed early
—1 |childhood programs through any of the following: 1) financing and investing; 2) data,
monitoring, and evaluation; 3) international cooperation and knowledge sharing

G20 member takes action to enhancing quality and sustainably financed early childhood
0 |programs through one or two of the following: 1) financing and investing; 2) data,
monitoring, and evaluation; 3) international cooperation and knowledge sharing

G20 member takes action to enhancing quality and sustainably financed early childhood
+1 |programs through all three of the following: 1) financing and investing; 2) data, monitoring,
and evaluation; 3) international cooperation and knowledge sharing

Compliance Director: David Manocchio
Lead Analyst: Emily Chu

Argentina: +1

Argentina has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

Between 3-7 December 2018, coordinators from the Primera Infancia (“Eatly Childhood”) Program
met with their counterparts in Brazil to foster knowledge sharing and train state-level multipliers
from the Argentine program.2!> The program, called “Strengthening of actions for the promotion of
Child Development,” focused on training, planning visits between the two groups, continuing
education and intersectoral coordination.?1¢

On 26 December 2018, Minister of Health and Social Development Carolina Stanley launched the
“Plan de Igualdad de Oportunidades y Derechos” (“Plan for Equality of Opportunities and Rights”).
The Plan presents the federal law bill “Equidad de Genero” (Gender Equality) which guarantees
maternity leave for patt-time wotkers and increasing the flexibility of maternity/paternity leave within
four years of the child’s birth. The Plan also structures a national gendered in-depth data evaluation
project.2”

On 2 March 2019, Minister of Health and Social Development Carolina Stanley ratified a 46 per cent
increase in the Asignaciones Universales por Hijo, a conditional cash-transfer program for low-

21520 Initiative for Early Childhood Development Building human capital to break the cycle of poverty and inequality,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20 _initiative_for_early_childhood_development.pdf.

2 Third mission of First Childhood Development Program representatives in Brazil, Gobierno Argentino (Buenos Aires)

13 December 2018. Access Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/tercera-mision-de-referentes-
del-programa-primera-infancia-brasil.

'8 Tercera misién de referentes del programa Primera Infancia a Brasil, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 13 December
2018. Access Date: 4 May 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/tercera-mision-de-referentes-del-programa-
primera-infancia-brasil.

2 Equality of Opportunities and Rights Plan, Gobierno Argentino (Buenos Aires) 26 December 2018. Access Date: 10
March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/plan-de-igualdad-de-oportunidades-y-derechos.
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income parents. The increase from ARS1800 to ARS2644 per month aims to reduce the impact of
inflation on early childhood development.218

In 2019, the Federal Treasury Ministry increased its financial support to the Primera Infancia
Program by ARS46.7 million, representing a 56.7 per cent increase compared to the previous year.?!?

Argentina has fully complied with its commitment towards improving early childhood development.
Argentina has invested in regional cooperation with Brazil, significantly increased financial support
for the scaling of its early childhood development program and plans to evaluate labour laws to
facilitate early child upbringing.

Thus, Argentina has received a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Leonardo Consenza

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 7 December 2018, the Australian government announced that it is providing AUD44.5 million to
increase the Child Care Subsidy for families using In-Home Care. Additionally, the number of In-
Home Care places will increase from 200 to 3,200.220 Beginning 1 January 2019, the family hourly
rate cap will increase from AUD25.48 to AUD32 per hour, and the Additional Child Care Subsidy
rate will increase from AUD30.58 to AUD38.40. The increased rate cap will help eligible families
access affordable In-Home Care and support providers.?2!

On 10 December 2018, the Australian government announced that it is increasing its funding
contribution to state schools to 20 per cent of the Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) by 2023.
Additionally, the Australian government is providing AUD309.6 billion in recurrent funding to all
Australian schools over the period of 2018 to 2029.222

On 1 January 2019, the Australian government announced it would provide AUD440 million to
states and territories for preschool in 2019 under the National Partnership on Universal Access to
Early Childhood Education.?23

On 8 February 2019, Minister for Education Dan Tehan announced funding exceeding AUD2.5
million for 16 childcare providers. Through the government’s Community Child Care Fund, more

8 The answer given by Carolina Stanley when asked about poverty in Argentina, El Intransigente (Buenos Aires) 2

March 2019. Access Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.elintransigente.com/politica/2019/3/2/la-respuesta-que-dio-
carolina-stanley-al-ser-consultada-sobre-la-pobreza-en-argentina-545430.html.

1% Macri: “I am committed to create centers of Early Childhood and CONIN Centers all over the country”, Chequeado
(Mexico City) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 10 March 2019. https://chequeado.com/ultimas-noticias/macri-me-
estoy-comprometiendo-a-crear-centros-de-primera-infancia-y-centros-conin-por-todo-el-pais-2018/.

220 Helping more families access In-Home Care, Ministers for the Department of Education and Training (Canberra) 7
December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/helping-more-families-
access-home-care.

221 Helping more families access In-Home Care, Ministers for the Department of Education and Training (Canberra) 7
December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/helping-more-families-
access-home-care.

222 Beyond Year 12 Conference — Towards better Student outcomes, Ministers for the Department of Education and
Training (Canberra) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/beyond-year-12-conference-towards-better-student-outcomes.

223 Improving preschool attendance, Ministers for the Department of Education and Training (Canberra) 1 January
2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/improving-preschool-attendance.
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than 700 childcare services will split AUD110 million to improve sustainability, increase childcare
participation, and create more childcare spaces.?24

On 16 February 2019, Minister for Education Dan Tehan launched an AUD4 million information
portal to support disability education. The portal improves access for education professionals seeking
advice and guidance on how to provide students with disabilities the opportunities to succeed.?2>

On 19 March 2019, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade opened applications for the New
Colombo Plan Mobility Program.?2¢ The program provides funding to various universities in
Australia with mobility scholarships, including funding for scholarships for the Early Childhood
Education Japan Study Tour program with the University of New England.??7

On 22 Matrch 2019, Minister of Education Dan Tehan announced an investment of AUDS.3 billion
in early childhood education and childcare in 2019. Additionally, the government published its 2018
Australian Farly Development Census (AEDC), which collected data covering language and
cognitive skills, communications skills, general knowledge, physical health and wellbeing, social
competence and emotional maturity of more than 300,000 children.228

On 2 April 2019, Treasurer Josh Frydenberg released the Federal Budget, which included an
investment of AUD453 million until the end of 2020 to extend the National Partnership Agreement
on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education.?? However, the budget does not include the
provision of services to improve the quality of eatly education or to address workforce challenges in
the early childhood sector.230

On 11 April 2019, Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack, Treasurer Josh Frydenberg, and
Minister of Education Dan Tehan announced an investment of AUD9.7 million to expand
enrolment for Giant Steps Melbourne School, which provides a Prep to Year 12 specialist education
for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.23!

224 Support for remote and rural child care services, Ministers for the Department of Education and Training (Canberra)
8 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/support-remote-and-rural-
child-care-services.

225 Supporting students with disability, Minister for the Department of Education and Training (Canberra) 16 February
2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/supporting-students-disability.

2% The New Colombo Plan Mobility Program, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 19 March 2019.
Access Date: 5 May 2019. https://dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/new-colombo-plan/mobility-program/Pages/mobility-
program.aspx.

227Japan — Early Childhood Short-term Study, University of New England (Armidale). Access Date: 4 May 2019.
https://www.une.edu.au/about-une/faculty-of-humanities-arts-social-sciences-and-education/school-of-
education/short-term-international-study-opportunities/short-term-study-opportunity-in-japan.

228 Minister’s Message on the Release of the 2018 AEDC Results (Canberra) 22 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.aedc.gov.au/about-the-aedc/aedc-news/article/2019/03/22/minister's-message-on-the-release-of-the-
2018-aedc-results.

229 Budget 2019-20, The Government of Australia (Canberra) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/services.htm.

230 Budget Fails to Deliver for Early Childhood Education, Women’s Agenda (Sydney) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April
2019. https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/budget-fails-to-deliver-for-early-childhood-education/.

21 Giant Leap for Giant Steps Melbourne School for Children with Autism, Government of Australia (Canberra) 11 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/mccormack/giant-leap-giant-steps-melbourne-
school-children-autism.
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On 11 April 2019, the Government of Australia announced an investment of AUD300 billion in
schools through the Quality Schools Package legislation designed to improve the quality of education
for every child through 2020.232

Australia has invested in early childhood programs by creating online infrastructure and increasing
funding to childcare programs and providers, facilitated data monitoring and evaluation, and has
taken action internationally to promote ECD.

Thus, Australia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Nammal Khan

Brazil: +1

Brazil has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 3 December 2018, Minister of Social Development Alberto Beltrame presented at the sixth
International Seminar of the magazine Pais&Filhos, Unibes Cultural in Sao Paulo, with the theme
“Motherhood changes everything (still good!).” During the presentation, Beltrame emphasized the
importance of the interactions between mother and child in early childhood. He addressed the
Happy Child program coordinated by the Ministry of Social Development, which promotes early
childhood care to help reduce social inequalities and generate more opportunities for the future.?33

On 4 December 2018, the National Meeting of Happy Child was held in Brasilia to celebrate more
than nine million visits to beneficiary families that have been made throughout the country. About
200 managers, including state coordinators, program supetvisors, as well as partners and consultants,
met to assess service delivery and project expansion of actions.23*

From 3-7 December 2018, Brazilian and Argentine technical teams participated in a program called
“Strengthening of actions for the promotion of Child Development,” focusing on training, planning
visits between the two groups, continuing education and intersectoral coordination.?3>

On 10 December 2018, during a lecture for professionals in the areas of health, education, social
assistance and culture in the I Olga Kos Day - Inclusion of People with Disabilities in Sdo Paulo, the
Minister of Social Development Alberto Beltram presented the Happy Child program which helps
children with disabilities and receives the Continuous Benefit Programme (Beneficio de Prestacio
Continuada, BPC).236

22 Quiality Schools Package, Government of Australia (Canberra) 11 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.education.gov.au/quality-schools-package.

33 Beltrame presents Happy Child at a seminar on child development, Ministry of Citizenship, Special Secretariat for
Social Development (Sao Paulo) December 3 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. http://mds.gov.br/area-de-
imprensa/noticias/2018/dezembro/beltrame-apresenta-crianca-feliz-em-seminario-sobre-desenvolvimento-infantil.
234 Happy Child celebrates more than 9 million home visits. Ministry of Citizenship, Special Secretariat for Social
Development (Brasilia) December 6 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. http://mds.gov.br/area-de-
imprensa/noticias/2018/dezembro/crianca-feliz-comemora-mais-de-9-milhoes-de-visitas-domiciliares.

3> Tercera mision de referentes del programa Primera Infancia a Brasil, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 13 December
2018. Access Date: 4 May 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/tercera-mision-de-referentes-del-programa-
primera-infancia-brasil.

236 Happy Child helps families overcome barriers imposed by disability, Ministry of Citizenship, Special Secretariat for
Social Development (Sao Paulo) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://mds.gov.br/area-de-imprensa/noticias/2018/dezembro/crianca-feliz-ajuda-familias-a-superarem-barreiras-
impostas-pela-deficiencia.
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Between 3-7 December 2018, coordinators from the Primera Infancia (“Eatly Childhood”) Program
met with their counterparts in Brazil to foster knowledge sharing and train state-level multipliers
from the Argentine program.237

On 7 February 2019, the National Council of Social Assistance (CNAS) approved the expansion of
the Happy Child care for families enrolled in the federal government’s Single Registry for Social
Programs, expanding access to more than 370,000 children who did not meet the previous criteria.23

On 8 February 2019, the Minister of Citizenship, Osmar Terra, made the statement that the 12t
instalment of the Bolsa Familia program will be guaranteed and its management improved. The
income transfer program, which was created to contribute to the fight against poverty and social
inequality in Brazil is among the priority goals of the federal government for this year.23

On 26 February 2019, the National Secretary for Human Development Promotion Ely Harasawa and
Secretary for Articulation and Partnerships Eduardo Queiroz received members of the Joint
Parliamentary Front for Early Childhood in Brasilia to discuss ways to integrate the Executive and
the Legislative in joint actions to increase the federal budget for Early Childhood programs.240

Brazil has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed early
childhood programs through increased international cooperation, monitoring and evaluation, and
through financing and investing in new initiatives.

Thus, Brazil receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Jamie Chen

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 2 December 2018, Prime Minister of Canada, Justin Trudeau, announced a CAD50 million
investment to Education Cannot Wait to improve children’s education in counries facing
humanitarian crises and emergencies, including for girls in war zones, refugee camps and in
emergency settings.?#!

On 18 December 2018, as part of Canada’s First Poverty Reduction Strategy, the Honourable
Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Families, Children and Social Development, launched the call for

2" Third mission of First Childhood Development Program representatives in Brazil, Gobierno Argentino (Buenos Aires)

13 December 2018. Access Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/tercera-mision-de-referentes-
del-programa-primera-infancia-brasil.

38 Children and pregnant women from the Cadastro Unico will be attended by the Happy Child (Brasilia) February
2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. http://mds.gov.br/area-de-imprensa/noticias/2019/fevereiro/criancas-e-
gestantes-do-cadastro-unico-passam-a-ser-atendidas-pelo-crianca-feliz.

¥ Bolsa Familia will gain strength through actions of productive inclusion and child development, Ministry of
Citizenship, Special Secretariat for Social Development (Brasilia) 8 February 2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://mds.gov.br/area-de-imprensa/noticias/2019/fevereiro/bolsa-familia-ganhara-forca-com-acoes-de-inclusao-
produtiva-e-desenvolvimento-infantil.

240 Citizenship and the Parliamentary Front for Early Childhood draw partnership work, Ministry of Citizenship, Special
Secretariat for Social Development (Brasilia) 26 February 2019. Access Date: 26 February 2019. http://mds.gov.br/area-
de-imprensa/noticias/2019/fevereiro/cidadania-e-frente-parlamentar-da-primeira-infancia-tracam-trabalho-em-
parceria.

"1 Government of Canada announces US$38 million pledge for Education Cannot Wait, Reliefweb (New York) 2
December 2018. Access Date: 5 May 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/world/government-canada-announces-us38-
million-pledge-education-cannot-wait.
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applications for a National Advisory Council on Poverty. The council will aim in part to support
children’s well-being and ensure that poverty is addressed early in life.242

On 22 January 2019, Health Canada released a revised food guide encouraging Canadians to adopt
healthy diets and lifestyle choices. The revised food guide emphasizes a plant-based diet, reducing
sugar consumption, and limiting intake of processed foods. The food guide suggests that Canadian
houscholds increase the amount they cook at home and focus on teaching cooking skills to
children.?#

On 25 February 2019, Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Families, Children and Social Development,
and the Honourable Maryam Monsef, Minister for Women and Gender Equality, delivered remarks
at the Early Learning and Child Care Data and Research Conference. The Ministers highlighted a
number of issues, including accomplishments made by the Government of Canada in early learning
and child care and other supports for families, and the importance of addressing data gaps in this
area moving forward.24

On 28 February 2019, The Honourable Mélanie Joly, Minister of Tourism, Official Languages and La
Francophonie, has announced a CADZ2.1 million federal grant for the creation of a childcare centre at
the Université de Saint-Boniface.?#

On 6 March 2019, Chandra Arya, Member of Parliament for Nepean, on behalf of the Honourable
Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Families, Children and Social Development, along with the President
of the Métis National Council (MNC), Clément Chartier, and Métis Nation Minister of Social
Development, David Chartrand, announced the signing of the first ever Métis Nation Early Learning
and Child Care Accord. The Accord aims to create culturally relevant and supportive early learning
and child care for Métis children and their families.24¢

On 19 March 2019, Finance Minister Bill Morneau tabled the 2019 federal budget, which contained a
number of provisions aimed at enhancing the quality of services and programs for children. Firstly,
the federal budget guarantees improved services for First Nations and Inuit children through Bill C-
92. In partnership with the First Nations Inuit, and Metis Nations, Bill C-92 addresses the
overrepresentation of Indigenous children in the welfare system and supports the rights of

222 Minister of Families, Children and Social Development launches call for applications for the National Advisory
Council on Poverty, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2018/12/minister-of-families-children-and-social-
development-launches-call-for-applications-for-the-national-advisory-council-on-poverty.html.

243 Young, Leslie. Canada’s new food guide emphasizes eating plants, drinking water and cooking at home, Global News
(Toronto), 22 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://globalnews.ca/news/4873598/new-canada-food-
guide-2019/

% Minister Duclos addresses data gaps in early learning and child care, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 25 February
2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-
development/news/2019/02/minister-duclos-addresses-data-gaps-in-early-learning-and-child-care.html.

5 New Child Care Centre Coming to I'Université de Saint-Boniface, Time for Childcare (Ottawa) 28 February 2019.
Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://timeforchildcare.ca/2019/02/28/new-child-care-centre-coming-to-luniversite-de-
saint-boniface/.

2% The Government of Canada and the Métis National Council sign historic Early Learning and Child Care Accord,
Government of Canada (Ottawa) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-
social-development/news/2019/03/the-government-of-canada-and-the-metis-national-council-sign-historic-early-
learning-and-child-care-accord.html.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
56



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

Indigenous Peoples over child welfare services to develop their own policies that maintain the safety
of their families and communities.?47

On 19 March 2019, the Canadian government announced its plan to invest CAD1.2 billion towards
services for Indigenous children on the basis of Jordan’s Principle as outlined in the federal budget.248
Jordan’s Principle guarantees that Indigenous children will receive the services they need and any
arising payment disputes will be resolved after services are received. Additionally, the Canadian
government proposed an investment in services for Inuit children of over CAD220 million over the
course of five years, beginning in 2019 to improve the local capacity for delivering health and social
services to Inuit children.?4?

On 19 March 2019, the Canadian government declared their commitment to negotiating the renewal
of learning and childcare agreements with Canadian provinces and territories and secking stronger
performances and additional funding where necessary.?*0 The government also announced that they
would fund additional weeks of parental leave when both parents agree to share parental leave?>! and
fund childcare spaces in parliament to accommodate Members of Parliament with young children.2>2
In addition, the Government of Canada affirmed their support to eliminate childhood
maltreatment,?>> combating the sexual exploitation of children online,?>* and reducing the number of
women and children living in food-insecure households.?%> Finally, the 2019 federal budget further
detailed its Healthy Eating Strategy, which comprises of the revised food guide, teaching cooking
skills to children, and the introduction of restrictions on the marketing of unhealthy food to
children.2¢

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs through engaging in international cooperation and knowledge sharing, and
financing and investing in early childhood programs.

Thus, Canada receives a score of +1.

247 Better Services for First Nations and Inuit Children, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date:

15 April 2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-03-en.html#Part-4-Better-Services-for-First-Nations-
and-Inuit-Children.

248 Continuing Implementation of Jordan’s Principle, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 15
April 2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-03-en.html#Continuing-Implementation-of-Jordans-
Principle.

249 Supporting Inuit Children, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 15 April 2019.
https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-03-en.html#Supporting-Inuit-Children.

250 Supporting Economic Participation and Prosperity, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 15
April 2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-05-en.html#supporting-economic-participation-and-
prosperity.

1 Supporting Economic Participation and Prosperity, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 15
April 2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-05-en.html#supporting-economic-participation-and-
prosperity.

232 Promoting Leadership and Democratic Participation, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date:
15 April 2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-05-en.html#promoting-leadership-and-democratic-
participation.

3 Key Gender Indicators: Where We Stand, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 15 April
2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-05-en.html#tkey-gender-results-indicators-where-we-stand.
234 Addressing Gender-Based Violence and Improving Access to Justice, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March
2019. Access Date: 15 April 2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-05-en.html#addressing-gender-
based-violence-and-improving-access-to-justice.

5 Key Gender Indicators: Where We Stand, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access date: 15 April
2019. https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-05-en.html#key-gender-results-indicators-where-we-stand.
26 Introducing a Food Policy for Canada, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 19 March 2019. Access date: 15 April 2019.
https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-04-en.html#introducing-a-Food-Policy-for-Canada.
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Apnalyst: Alyssa Atef

China: 0

China has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 29 November 2018, the State Council of the People’s Republic of China announced their plan to
increase the enrollment rate of kindergarten to 85 per cent by the year of 2020, which will largely
decrease the tuition fee of kindergartens and increase socioeconomic diversity in schools.27

On 28 December 2018, the National Women’s Federation of China introduced regulation on
children’s activity centers. The new regulations ordered children’s activity centers to focus on
fostering security, children’s hobbies, and organizing sports activities.258

On 22 January 2019, State Council of the People’s Republic of China published a notice on the
governance of kindergartens in urban communities. The notice identified the need to have
kindergartens in urban communities in order to expand the resources to improve the livelihoods of
children. The government outlined the ways that they can achieve this through adequate urban
planning, rebuilding and supporting kindergartens in communities, and assisting local administrative
education departments, to name a few.2>?

On 1 April 2019, the Ministry of Education, State Administration for Market Regulation and
National Health Commission introduced the new Food and Nutrition Regulation for all Chinese
schools including kindergartens This policy specifies that each kindergarten should present their
menu, nutrition facts and information of food suppliers weekly to all parents.260

On 7 April 2019, the Anhui Federation of Trade Unions announced their plan to build baby care
rooms and after class programs. The Federation will build 1,000 baby care rooms and opening after-
class programs to look after children across the province by 2020. These baby care rooms and after
class programs in different companies in order to provide a private space for women employers in
different companies. To date, 700 baby care rooms have been built across the province.2¢!

China has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs through increased monitoring and evaluation and financing new initiatives.
However, China has failed to engage in international cooperation and knowledge sharing.

Thus, China receives a score of 0.

Apnalyst: Ruiyang Hu

7 State Council of the People’s Republic of China Announced the Increase Number of Public Kindergartens, Xin Hua

News Agency (Beijing) 29 November 2018. Access Date 18 April 2019. http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2018-
11/29/c_1123781720.html.

28 The National Women's Federation of China Introduced the Regulation on Children’s Activity Centers, The National
Women's Federation of China (Beijing) 28 December 2018. Access Date 20 February 2019.
https://www.ccc.org.cn/art/2018/12/28/art_8 21578.html.

%% State Council of the People’s Republic of China Published the Notice on Carrying Out the Work of Supporting
Kindergartens in Urban Communities, State Council of the People’s Republic of China (Beijing) 22 January 2019. Access
Date: 20 February 2019. http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2019-01/22/content_5360002.htm.

20 The Ministry of Education, State Administration for Market Regulation and National Health Commission Announced
the New Food and Nutrition Regulation to all Chinese Kindergartens, State Council of the People’s Republic of China
(Beijing) 20 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019-03/20/content_5375370.htm
%1 The Anhui Federation of Trade Unions Built Baby Care Rooms and Open After Class Programs for Women
Employers, State Council of the People’s Republic of China (Beijing) 07 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019-04/07/content_5380274.htm

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
58



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

France: 0

France has partially complied with its commitment to enhancing quality and sustainably financed
early childhood programs.

On 21 February 2019, parents, health professionals and advocacy groups met in Paris for the first
time as part of a new committee under the French Ministry of Health to discuss high rates of
congenital birth defects in three areas of France (Ain, Morbihan and Nantes).262

On 8 April 2019, the Global Partnership for Education announced USD176.6 million in new grants
would allow them to carryout high-quality schooling for children in Benin, Burundi, Nepal, Papua
New Guinea, Tanzania and Uzbekistan. France was one of the main donors to the fund.263

On 10 April 2019, the French government introduced new tax breaks for childcare that provides up
to EUR2,300. per family.264

France has partially complied with its commitment to enhancing quality and sustainably financed
early childhood programs by succeeding in monitoring relevant data and engaging in international
cooperation, thus satisfying two out of three key areas.

Thus, France receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Sophia Spiteri

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 2 December 2018, the German government, with UNICEF, handed over 30 vehicles to the Afar
and Somali Regional Health Bureaus for the provision of mobile health and nutrition services to
children. This initiative aims to foster “healthy parents and healthy children.”265

On 14 December 2018, the German government approved the Good KiTa Act. With this act, the
German government will invest a total of EURS.5 billion by 2022 for the further development of
quality in day-care centers and day care. Federal Minister of Family Affairs, Franziska Giffey, noted
this will help “ensure that every child is supported from the beginning.”26¢

On 6 February 2019, the German government, through the KfQQ Development Bank, pledged
EURS50 million towards Leabanon’s Ministty of Education and Higher Education Reaching All

282 parents search for answers over babies born without arms in France, France24 (Paris) 21 February 2019. Access
Date: 26 February 2019. https://www.france24.com/en/20190221-france-baby-babies-born-arm-upper-limb-
reduction-defect-remera-spf.

283 Global Partnership for Education scales up funding for children’s education, Global Partnership for Education
(Washington) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 7 May 2019. https://www.globalpartnership.org/news-and-
media/news/global-partnership-education-scales-funding-childrens-education.

?®* The French tax breaks you don’t want to miss out on, Local.fr (Stockholm) 10 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.thelocal.fr/20190410/these-are-the-french-tax-breaks-you-need-to-know-about.

263 Germany and UNICEF hand over 30 vehicles to support mobile health and nutrition services for children in Afar and
Somali regions, Africa News (Pointe-Noire) 2 December 2018. Access Date: 7 April 2019.
https://www.africanews.com/2019/02/12/germany-and-unicef-hand-over-30-vehicles-to-support-mobile-health-and-
nutrition-services-for-children-in-afar-and-somali-regions/

26 Dr. Franziska Giffey to the Good KiTa law, The Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth
(Berlin) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/mediathek/dr--franziska-
giffey-zum-gute-kita-gesetz/131354.
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Children with Education plan. The funding, through UNICEF, covers costs to send 120,000
Lebanese and non-Lebanese girls and boys from 3-14 years old.267

On 21 February 2019, Caren Marks, Parliamentary State Secretary to the Federal Minister for Family
Affairs, welcomed a research project that aims to further develop child and youth welfare services in
order to strengthen the child protection and to improve the support of families.28 She also
announced that the government is setting up an independent contact point at the Institute for Child
and Youth Services, available in April, to hear about experiences in the child and youth welfare
service.??

On 21 March 2019, the German government passed the “strong family law” which aims to protect
families with small and middle-income more effectively against poverty and to secure the needs of
children, through increasing the child supplement.27

On 4 April 2019, the German government officially submitted the Fifth and Sixth States Report of
the Federal Republic of Germany to the Convention on the Rights of the Child at the United
Nations in Geneva. The report highlights German progress on promoting children’s right.2"

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs through financing and evaluating its early childhood programs, and engaging in
international cooperation and knowledge sharing.

Thus, German receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Sophia Spiteri

India: 0

India has partially complied with its commitment to enhancing quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 12 December 2018, the Partners Forum 2018 with the theme on “Power of Partnership” to bring
different constituencies together for cross-sectoral action for women’s, children’s and adolescents’
health was held by the Indian government at VigyanBhawan in New Delhi. The forum was attended
by Health Ministers from various countries, partner organizations, civil society organizations,
academics, state representatives and youth representatives. The participants discussed issues

267 Germany contributes to the Lebanese Education Sector with an additional €50million through UNICEF, UNICEF

Lebanon (Beirut) 6 February 2019. Access Date: 5 May 2019. https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/press-releases/germany-
contributes-lebanese-education-sector-additional-50million-through-unicef.

288 Caren Marks for the further development of child and youth welfare, The Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women and Youth (Berlin) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/mediathek/caren-marks-zur-weiterentwicklung-der-kinder--und-jugendhilfe-/133934.
259 Caren Marks for the further development of child and youth welfare, The Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women and Youth (Berlin) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/mediathek/caren-marks-zur-weiterentwicklung-der-kinder--und-jugendhilfe-/133934.
270 Bundestag resolves "strong family law", The Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth
(Berlin) 21 March 2019. Access Date: 4 May 2019.
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/presse/pressemitteilungen/bundestag-beschliesst--starke-familien-gesetz-
/134738.

7 Open lesson with Minister: Children need to know their rights, The Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,
Women and Youth (Berlin) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 4 May 2019.
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/presse/pressemitteilungen/offene-schulstunde-mit-ministerin--kinder-
muessen-ihre-rechte-kennen/135158.
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including multi-sectoral collaboration for early childhood development, adolescent health, child
health in challenging contexts, humanitarian & fragile setting, quality, equity and dignity.272

On 21 December 2018, the Ministry of Women and Children Development decided to carry out a
Pilot on Conditional Cash for children malnutrition in a small area of two districts, each in Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan, following the direction of National Council on India’s Nutrition
Challenges.?73

On 1 February 2019, according to the Union Budget for 2019-2020, the total budget allocation to the
Ministry of Women and Child Development increased by 20 per cent compared to the previous year,
with focus on the protection and empowerment of women and children. The government continued
to identify malnutrition as its critical focus. Furthermore, the budget of the programme component
of the National Nutrition Mission has been increased by Rs.400 crores.?74

On 25 April 2019, UNICEF reported that 2.9 million children in India missed out on the first dose
of the measles vaccine between 2010 and 2017. In the first three months of 2019, reports of measles

cases was up nearly 300 per cent worldwide from last year, posing an increased risk to children’s
health.27>

India has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

Thus, India receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Jamie Chen

Indonesia: 0

Indonesia has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed
early childhood programs.

On 8 February 2019, the National Commission on Child Protection Chairman Arist Merdeka Sirait
made a statement on the ten children rights that must be fulfilled by parents, including the right to
education, food, health access and equality.27

On 19 February 2019, Indonesia along with the UN Environment (UNEP), UN Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the
Global Environment Facility, Conservation International and various other governments, launched a
global program to address The Global Opportunities for Long-term Development “GOLD” in the
Artisanal Scale Gold Mining (ASGM) sector. The programme aims to remove mercury from artisanal

72 Adolescent Health, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (New Delhi) 4 January 2018. Access Date: 20 February
2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=1558641.

273 Committee constituted to decide parameters and operational modalities for pilot study on Conditional Cash
Transfer in lieu of THR, Ministry of Women and Child Development (New Delhi) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 26
February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/newsite/pmreleases.aspx?mincode=64.

2% Total Budget allocation for the WCD Ministry enhanced by Rs.4856 crores for the year 2019-20 showing an increase
of 20%, Ministry of Women and Child Development (New Delhi). 1 February 2019. Access Date: 26 February 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/pmreleases.aspx?mincode=64.

275 9 million children in India miss first dose of measles vaccine: UNICEF, Times of India (New Delhi) April 25 2019.
Access Date: 29 April 2019. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/2-9-million-children-in-india-miss-first-dose-of-
measles-vaccine-unicef/articleshow/69050298.cms.

7% The 10 Children’s Rights Parents Must Know, InfoPublik (Jakarta) February 8 2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://infopublik.id/kategori/public-welfare/326947/the-10-children-s-rights-parents-must-know.
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gold mining processes, which according to studies, puts miners and their communities at risk of brain
damage; vision and hearing loss; and delayed childhood development.27?

Indonesia has partially complied with its commitment to enhancing quality and sustainably financed
early childhood programs through financing new initiatives, but has failed to increase international
cooperation, and monitoring and evaluation.

Thus, Indonesia receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Jamie Chen

Italy: 0

Italy has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed early
childhood programs.

On 29 December 2018, the Italian Parliament approved a revised budget for 2019.278 As part of the
budget were funds to strengthen nursery schools and extensions for paternity leave.27

On 22-23 January 2019, the Department for Family Policies took part in the periodic constructive
dialogue in New York about the implementation of the New York Convention on rights of the
child.280

On 8 April 2019, the Five Star Senator and President of the Senate’s health committee, Pierpaolo
Sileri, put forth a new amendment which abolishes the need to provide proof of vaccination for
children to go to school, even in the case of a public health emergency. It is no longer mandatory for
children between 0 to 6 to be excluded from kindergartens and day-care centres should they not
provide proof of vaccination.2s!

Italy has partially complied with its commitment to supporting eatly childhood programs by sharing
knowledge for implementing children’s rights and improving their childhood development policies.
However, Italy has failed to monitor or evaluate early childhood development programs.

Thus, Italy receives a score of 0.
Aunalyst: Sophia Spiteri

Japan: 0

Japan has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

77 UN launches new programme for mercury-free mining, Mining Technology (New York) 19 February 2019. Access

Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.mining-technology.com/mining-safety/un-programme-mercury-free-gold-mining.
278 Italy budget: Parliament passes budget after EU standoff, BBC (London) 29 December 2018. Access Date: 8 April
2019. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46710472.

279 Manovra, Minister Fontana: "Satisfied, almost 3 billion for family and disability”, Family Policy Department (Rome) 7
January 2019. Access Date: 8 April 2019. http://www.politichefamiglia.it/it/notizie/notizie/notizie/manovra-ministro-
fontana-soddisfatto-quasi-3-miliardi-per-famiglia-e-disabilita/.

%89 30th Session of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva, Family Policy Department (Rome) 28
January 2019. Access Date: 8 April 2019. http://www.politichefamiglia.it/it/notizie/notizie/notizie/80a-sessione-del-
comitato-onu-sui-diritti-dell-infanzia-e-dell-adolescenza-a-ginevra/.

281 Italy’s governing parties struggle to find path forward on vaccines, POLITICO (Brussels) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 19
April 2019. https://www.politico.eu/article/italys-government-struggles-to-find-path-forward-on-vaccines-italy-5stars-
matteo-salvini-league-public-health-children/.
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On 11 December 2018, Senior Adviser for the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
Keiko Osaki, shared information on JICA’s experience with creating, developing, and providing
maternal and child health handbooks, after the World Health Organization’s (WHO) publicized
guidelines on maternal and child health records.282

On 23 December 2018, JICA dispatched an Egyptian delegation to Japan to exchange experience on
early childhood development with the aim to support increasing the understanding and application of
the Japanese system in nurseries in Egypt.283

On 28 December 2018, the Japanese government approved a free preschool education program for
all children aged between three and five, starting in October 2019. Along with this program, the
Japanese government will make daycare services free of charge for children from low-income families
up to the age of two. The Japanese government also planned to set a monthly subsidy cap at
JPY25,700 for various private kindergartens.284

On 6 February 2019, the JICA Egypt office hosted the third seminar on universal health coverage
with participants including officials from Egypt’s ministries of health and finance, World Bank and
the WHO.285

On 12 February 2019, the Japanese Embassy in Phnom Penh granted USD529,068 to the Shanti
Volunteer Association (SVA), for efforts to improve early childhood education in the Battambang
Province, Cambodia.28¢

On 4 March 2019, the Japanese government donated USD3.4 million to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for lifesaving health and food assistance to vulnerable children in Iraq.287

On 19 March 2019, the Japanese government approved a plan for April 2020 to amend child abuse
prevention legislations by including physical punishments.288

On 21 March 2019, the Japanese government donated USD2.6 million to UNICEF’s Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene activities in Lebanon. The funding is for efforts to increase access to safe
drinking water and improve child health, survival, sanitation and environmental conditions.28?

%82 JCA Senior Advisor Keiko Osaki on WHO's Publication of Guidelines on Home-Based Maternal and Child Health
Records, Japan International Cooperation Agency (Tokyo) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/field/2018/181211_01.html.

28 J1cA dispatches Egyptian delegation to Japan to exchange experience on early childhood development, The Japan
Times (Tokyo) 23 December 2018. Access Date: 9 March 2019. https://dailynewssegypt.com/2018/12/23/jica-
dispatches-egyptian-delegation-to-japan-to-exchange-experience-on-early-childhood-development/.

% Government approves free preschool education program starting Oct. 2019, The Japan Times (Tokyo) 28 December
2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/12/28/national/government-
approves-free-preschool-education-program-starting-oct-2019/#.XHSp15NK;jBJ/.

% Japan shares it universal health coverage knowledge with Egypt, Daily News Egypt (Giza) 6 February 2019. Access
Date: 23 February 2019. https://dailynewssegypt.com/2019/02/06/japan-shares-its-universal-health-coverage-
knowledge-with-egypt/.

286Japan donates $500k for Battambang education, The Phnom Penh Post (Phnom Penh) 12 February 2019. Access
Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/japan-donates-500k-battambang-education.
287Japan donates USS 3.4 million to support the health and nutrition needs of children in Irag, UNICEF (Baghdad). 4
March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019. https://www.unicef.org/irag/press-releases/japan-donates-us-34-million-
support-health-and-nutrition-needs-children-irag.

288Japan approves plan to ban parents from physically punishing children after string of fatal child abuse cases, South
China Morning Post (Hong Kong). 19 March 2019. Access Date: 15 April 2019. https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-
asia/article/3002308/japan-approves-plan-ban-parents-physically-punishing-children.
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Japan has partially complied with its commitment to supporting eatly childhood programs by sharing
knowledge for health handbooks and healthcare programs and by supporting developing countries in
their efforts to improve early childhood development. However, Japan has failed to monitor or
evaluate eatly childhood development programs.

Thus, Japan receives a score of 0.

Abnalyst: Brandon Yibh

Korea: +1

Korea has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed early
childhood programs.

On 18 December 2018, the Korean government pledged USD500,000 for a UNICEF-supported
education programme in Misurata, Libya. The partnership extends for two years and funds will help
provide school supplies, equipment and supportt to students with non-formal education opportunities
in three schools.2%

On 27 December 2018, the Korean Ministry of Education organized a Korea-Myanmar Educational
Informational International Forum aiming to promote information communication technology (ICT)
education policies and establish ICT in classrooms throughout developing countries. This includes
the establishment of an ICT classroom in Myanmar that includes five-year training and instructional
software to assist teachers in their instruction. Attendees included representatives from Laos, Peru,
Nepal, Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Uzbekistan.2!

On 12 April 2019, the Korean government announced a USD900,000 contribution to the recently
launched World Bank Group Partnership Fund for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG fund).
The SDG fund will support member countries (Kazakhstan, Vietnam, and Egypt) to achieve
inclusive and sustainable development goals, including capacity building, quality data, knowledge
generation, and institutional strengthening for the achievement of the SDGs.292

Korea has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs by financing a UNICEF initiative and engaging with various international actors
on the issue, and engaged with data, monitoring and evaluation.

Thus, Kotea receives a score of +1.

Analyst: Wing Ka Tsang

% The Government of Japan provides lifesaving support to the most vulnerable children and communities in Lebanon,

UNICEF (Beirut). 21 March 2019. Access Date: 17 April 2019. https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/press-
releases/government-japan-provides-lifesaving-support-most-vulnerable-children.

290 Republic of Korea pledges USS500,000 to support children’s education in Misurata, Libya, UNICEF (Misurata) 2018.
Access Date: 18 February 2019. https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/republic-korea-pledges-us500000-
support-childrens-education-misurata-libya.

1 Korea leads Myanmar’s Innovation of “Smart Education”, Ministry of Education (Seoul) Access Date: 23 February
2019.
http://english.moe.go.kr/boardCnts/view.do?boardID=265&boardSeq=76314&lev=0&searchType=null&statusYN=W&p
age=1&s=english&m=0301&opType=N.

22 \world Bank Group, Government of Korea join forces to support achievement of SDGs, The World Bank Group
(Washington, United States). Access Date: 25 April 2019. https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2019/04/12/world-bank-group-government-of-korea-join-forces-to-support-achievement-of-sdgs.
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Mexico: 0

Mexico has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 7 February 2019, President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador announced a bimestrial financial
support of MXN1600 to children in childcare homes. The funds will be given directly to guardians.?93

On 18 February 2019, the Secretary of Welfare Maria Luisa Albores Gonzélez, announced that
Mexico’s Children’s Stay Program will continue to be funded, but with other Rules of Operation
aimed at the well-being of children, with the direct delivery of support to parents or guardians. Up to
MXNG00 will be funded for girls and boys up to one day before they reach the age of four, and
MXN3,600 pesos every two months for children with disabilities.29*

On 3 April 2019, the Mexican Secretary of Welfare, Maria Luisa Albores Gonzalez, accompanied this
morning to President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador, confirmed the commitment of the
Government of Mexico to guarantee the care and attention of the girls and boys of the country.
Additionally, the government announced that the results of the census for the Children’s Stays
Program will be sent to the transparency bodies, with unrestricted adherence to the legal framework
of data protection so that the information can be consulted by the interested parties.2>

Mexico has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs through increased financing and investing in cultural programs and increased
efforts to monitor and evaluate its initiatives, thus satisfying two of the three components.

Thus, Mexico has received a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Leonardo Consenza

Russia: 0

Russia has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 6 February 2019, the World Health Organization documented that Russia has stopped rubella
transmission for almost three years. Rubella is a highly infectious disease that is very dangerous for a
pregnant woman and her developing baby, it is most threatening in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy.
Wide dispersal of vaccinations have steadily reduced the instances of rubella.2%

On 15 February 2019, Russia moved to introduce a cultural program for school kids. Culture
Minister Vladimir Medinsky stated the program will require every child to visit a certain number of
plays, museums, art exhibitions, classical music concerts and architectural monuments, while writing

293 AMLO announces how the wellbeing funds will be divided, El Economista (Mexico City) 7 February 2019. Access

Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/politica/AMLO-anuncia-como-se-repartiran-los-fondos-para-
el-bienestar-20190207-0050.html.

294 Support for girls and boys will be maintained through a scheme of honesty and transparency: Maria Luisa Albores
Gonzélez, Gobierno Mexicano (Mexico City) 18 February 2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.gob.mx/bienestar/prensa/se-mantendra-el-apoyo-a-las-ninas-y-ninos-mediante-un-esquema-de-
honestidad-y-transparencia-maria-luisa-albores-gonzalez.

295 The Secretariat of Welfare ratifies its commitment to the children of the country: Maria Luisa Albores Gonzaélez,
Government of Mexico (Mexico City) 3 April 2019. Access Date: 4 May 2019.
https://www.gob.mx/bienestar/prensa/ratifica-la-secretaria-de-bienestar-su-compromiso-con-las-ninas-y-ninos-del-
pais-maria-luisa-albores-gonzalez?idiom=es.

296 Pregnancy and Rubella, Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (Washington) 15 September 2017. Access Date
19 April 2019. https://www.cdc.gov/rubella/pregnancy.html.
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about their experience in a special print and online diary for their friends, parents, and teachers to
read. Minister of Education Olga Vasilieva explains the program will help children develop a sense of
aesthetics and love for their homeland through the knowledge of its culture, the culture of its
peoples, and regions.??7

On 1 March 2019 the Russian government held the International Women’s Forum in Novokuznetsk.
The Russian Ministry of Health stated its principal tasks to be the reduction of maternal mortality,
the prevention of cancer and cardiovascular diseases, the motivation to maintain a healthy lifestyle,
and the protection of reproductive health.2%8

On 21-22 March 2019 the Russian government organized the Second National Interdisciplinary
Congtess, “Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine in Pediatrics: Traditions and Innovations,” held in
Moscow. At the meeting, the draft document “The procedure for organizing the medical
rehabilitation of the children’s population” was submitted for discussion. The procedure describes in
detail the rehabilitation route of the child, considering the stage of the disease and its severity. For
the first time, the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) is used for
determining the rehabilitation diagnosis and rehabilitation prognosis, and the department regulated
the treatment of children with hearing impairments. Other regulations assist children with cancer,
diseases of the central and peripheral nervous system, the musculoskeletal system and the
consequences of injuries. Furthermore, new types of equipment have been added to the equipment
division of the wards, which meet the modern needs of rehabilitation.2%?

Russia has partially complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs through increased financing and investing in cultural programs. However,
Russia has failed to increase efforts in monitoring and evaluation and international cooperation
initiatives.

Thus, Russia receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Turina Simanduyev

Saudi Arabia: +1

Saudi Arabia has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed
early childhood programs.

On 5 December 2018, the Saudi Council of Ministers approved an initiative to construct educational
buildings with the participation of the private sector. According to the initiative, a budgetary
allocation not exceeding SR400 million will be approved annually to build at least 120 schools in
major regions of the Kingdom for a period of not more than 28 years.300

%7 Russia to introduce cultural program for school kids, Russia Beyond (Moscow) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 4

March 2019. https://www.rbth.com/education/329981-schools-cultural-program.

2% The International Women's Forum raised issues of the importance of maintaining and strengthening women's
health, Ministry of Health (Moscow) 1 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.rosminzdrav.ru/news/2019/03/01/10963-na-mezhdunarodnom-zhenskom-forume-podnimalis-voprosy-
vazhnosti-sohraneniya-i-ukrepleniya-zdorovya-zhenschin.

% The draft Order for the organization of children's medical rehabilitation is submitted for public discussion, Ministry
of Health (Moscow) 25 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.rosminzdrav.ru/news/2019/03/25/11148-proekt-poryadka-organizatsii-meditsinskoy-reabilitatsii-
detskogo-naseleniya-vynesen-na-obschestvennoe-obsuzhdenie.

3% saudi Arabia Approves SR400M Annually to Build 120 Schools with Private Sector, Al Arabiya (Dubai) 5 December
2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019. http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/gulf/2018/12/05/Saudi-Arabia-approves-
SR400m-annually-to-build-120-schools-with-private-sector.html.
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On 11 December 2018, the Sabya Directorate of Education in Jazan launched the first virtual school
for students with special needs. Assistant Director of Education in Sabya stated the virtual school
addresses hardships faced by students with special needs and helps those who otherwise would be
unable to continue their studies. The Saudi Education Ministry has contributed by making all its
digital textbooks available through an online portal.30!

On 20 December 2018, Saudi Arabia’s Council of Cooperative Health Insurance announced it will
apply fines and other punitive measures to firms that fail to provide both Saudis and expats with
health insurance. All private sector companies are required to provide health insurance to their Saudi
and expat employees as well as their dependants including spouse, unmarried daughters and male
children under age 25.302

On 10 January 2019, the Saudi government banned the marriage of minors following a ruling by the
Kingdom’s Shoura Council. The ban includes all minors, male or female.3%

On 10 January 2019, the Saudi Education Minister promised both new and old schools owned by the
ministry would remain free.304

On 28 February 2019, Saudi Education Ministry joins the global education forum hosted by the
Emirati Education Ministry. The Saudis participated and witnessed the signing of multiple
agreements aimed at improving education levels in the Kingdom. One example includes the
Memorandum of Understanding between the Tatweer Company for Education Services and the
Emirati Alef Company to enrich digital content and provide digital solutions for the public and
private education sectors.3%

Saudi Arabia has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed
early childhood programs through increased monitoring and evaluation, financing new initiatives, and
engaging in international cooperation and knowledge sharing.

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Turina Simanduyev

South Africa: 0

South Africa has partially complied with its commitment to enhancing quality and sustainably
financed early childhood programs.

On 15 February 2019, Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekg in collaboration with the
National Education and Collaboration Trust (NECT), launched the National Reading Coalition
(NRC).30¢ The NRC is intended to mobilize and provide support and coordination for reading

391 15" \irtual School Launched in Jazan's Sabya, Arab News (Riyadh) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019.

http://www.arabnews.com/node/1419431/saudi-arabia.

392 s3udi Arabia to fine firms that fail to provide health insurance, International Investment (London) 20 December
2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.internationalinvestment.net/news/4000248/saudi-arabia-fine-firms-
fail-provide-health-insurance.

393 saudi Arabia’s Shoura Council Bans Child Marriage, Arab News (Riyadh) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 4 March
2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1433416/saudi-arabia.

3% public-Private Partnership to Boost Education Sector in Saudi Arabia, Arab News (Riyadh) 10 January 2019. Access
Date: 4 March 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1432591/saudi-arabia.

39% saudi Education Ministry Joins Global Education Forum, Arab News (Riyadh) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 4
March 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1459611/saudi-arabia.

3% Minister Angie Motshekga: Launch of National Reading Coalition, Government of South Africa (Cape Town) 15
February 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-angie-motshekga-launch-
national-reading-coalition-15-feb-2019-0000.
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initiatives across class, gender, and geographies.’)” The NRC has recognized six areas for
improvement: initial teacher preparation, access to relevant resources; continuing professional
development; community support; policy, research and evaluation.308

On 25-27 February 2019, the Department of Basic Education of the Republic of South Africa,
together with UNICEF South Africa, the LEGO Foundation, and the ADEA, hosted the inaugural
Continental Play-Based Learning for the 21st century skills Conference in Pretoria. The conference
brought together Ministers responsible for education and early childhood development from across
the continent, academics, policy-makers, high-level representatives from development agencies, the
private sector, civil society, and the media. The conference offered education Ministers and
stakeholders an opportunity to interact with the leading scientists and together, embrace the practice
of learning through play.30?

On 28 February 2019, the Department of Social Development announced it will launch a multimedia
centre for children with dyslexia at the Tlhokomelo Special School in Meadowlands, Soweto -
Gauteng 310

South Africa has invested in early childhood programs through its creation of the NRC and did
cooperate internationally in knowledge sharing of childhood development practices, but has not
facilitated data monitoring and evaluation.

Thus, South Africa receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Nammal Khan

Turkey: -1

Turkey has failed to comply with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably financed eatly
childhood programs.

On 17 December 2018, Youth and Sports Minister Muharrem Kasapoglu spoke to the Daily Sabah
and outlined the ministry’s goals for 2019. Such goals included increasing the number of volunteering
positions for Turkish youth, growing youth participation in sports activities through the “Sports
Turkey” program, further investing for young athletes from five to 12 years-old, preventing drug
abuse within the youth population, and improving the visibility and participation of disabled youth
within society through the “Enabled Turkey” program.3!!

Within the compliance cycle, there is no evidence to suggest Turkey invested in early childhood
programs or engaged in knowledge sharing to improve eatly childhood programs.

Thus, Turkey receives a score of —1.

397 Minister Angie Motshekga: Launch of National Reading Coalition, Government of South Africa (Cape Town) 15

February 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-angie-motshekga-launch-
national-reading-coalition-15-feb-2019-0000.

3% \What is the National Reading Coalition? National Education Collaboration Trust (Centurion) 13 February 2019.
Access Date: 17 February 2019. http://nect.org.za/in-the-media/nect-news/what-is-the-natioanl-reading-coalition.
309 South Africa hosts first-ever Africa Continental Play-based Learning Conference, Africa News (Pointe-Noire) 11
February 2019. Access Date: 9 March 2019. http://www.africanews.com/2019/02/11/south-africa-hosts-first-ever-
africa-continental-play-based-learning-conference/.

310 50CIAL DEVELOPMENT LAUNCHES THE FIRST MULTIMEDIA CENTRE WITH SPECIALISED PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN
WITH DYSLEXIA IN GAUTENG, Department of Social Development (Pretoria) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 4 May
2019. http://www.dsd.gov.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=987&Itemid=1.

* youth and Sports Minister Kasapoglu: The priority is to integrate children into sports early on, Daily Sabah (Ankara)
17 December 2018. Access Date: 15 April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/2018/12/17/youth-and-sports-
minister-kasapoglu-the-priority-is-to-integrate-children-into-sports-early-on.
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Apnalyst: Alyssa Atef

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably
financed early childhood programs.

On 20 December 2018, the National Health Service (NHS) announced it will work with schools and
colleges to make expert mental health support available to children and young people across
England, after reports indicated that one in nine people aged five to 15 had a mental health condition
in 2017. This is an expanded effort to help children and young people with more severe needs to
access the right support and provide a link to specialist NHS services.?!2

On 30 December 2018, the UK announced measures aimed to improve safety, quality and continuity
of care to halve stillbirths, maternal and infant deaths and serious brain injuries in new-born babies
by 2025.313

On 4 January 2019, the Minister for Family Support, Housing and Child Maintenance, Justin
Tomlinson, announced that GBP2.7 million will be invested to increase support for disadvantaged
families at risk of parental conflict. The funding will aim to address parental conflict as part of these
wider family challenges and better improve access to digital support for families at risk of parental
conflict.314

On 7 January 2019, the NHS launched the NHS Long Term Plan, which aims to provide better
access to mental health services for adults and children.3!> This Plan pledges to establish a Children
and Young People’s Transformation Programme, which oversees the delivery of children and young
people’s commitments the Plan entails, and moves towards person-centered and age-appropriate care
for mental and physical health needs instead of generalized services.31¢

On 21 January 2019, British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt asserted the importance of funding girls’
education after a new report was published by the Platform for Gitls’ Education. This report
evaluated the state of girls” education in 53 Commonwealth countries, including Great Britain.37

On 25 January 2019, International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt announced the
establishment of a research program across Africa, Asia and the Middle East, aimed at early

312 NHS and schools in England will provide expert mental health support, Government of the United Kingdom (London)
20 December 2018. Access Date: 8 March 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-and-schools-in-england-
will-provide-expert-mental-health-support.

33 Wide-ranging new maternity plans announced by the government, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 30
December 2019. Access Date: 8 March 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wide-ranging-new-maternity-
plans-announced-by-the-government.

31425 7 million fund to tackle parental conflict, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 4 January 2019. Access
Date: 8 March 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/27-million-fund-to-tackle-parental-conflict.

315 NHS Long Term Plan Launched, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 7 January 2019. Access Date: 8 March
2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-long-term-plan-launched.

318 NHS Long Term Plan — A summary of child health proposals, Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (London) 9
January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/nhs-long-term-plan-summary-child-
health-proposals/.

37 Girls’ education should be development priority for Commonwealth, Open Access Government (Cheshire) 21
January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/development-priority-
commonwealth/57253/.
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childhood development. The UK has committed to invest GBP20.5 million over five years to
address issues of food insecurity, and poor physical, social, and psychological development.3'8

On 27 March 2019, the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development committed
GBP4 million in support of UNICEF’s efforts in Chad to increase treatment of severe acute
malnutrition for children.31?

On 1 April 2019, England’s NHS launched the National Child Mortality Database, the world’s first
database of child mortality. This database will record the circumstances of all child deaths in England
for the purposes of aiding health and other public organization leaders improve childcare or take
preventive measures.320

On 8 April 2019, the Government of the United Kingdom announced an additional 600 health
visitors will be trained starting in May 2019 in support of the Department of Education’s early years
initiative to improve eatly language and communication outcomes. This follows the training of 1000
health visitors since February 2019 focused on identifying eatly childhood language needs.32!

On 8 April 2019, the United Kingdom announced that GBP84 million of new investment for
projects designed to strengthen and support families.322

The United Kingdom has fully complied with its commitment to supporting early childhood
programs by investing into healthcare developments, evaluating child education initiatives, financing
research programs to further support child development, and collaborate with international visitors
to promote knowledge exchange.

Thus, the United Kingdom receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Brandon Yih

United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably
financed early childhood.

On 18 December 2018, the U.S. Department of Education released a final report of the Federal
Commission on School Safety (FCSS). The Commission was established on 12 March 2018 to
research and recommend solutions to improve the safety of schools in light of recent occurrences of
violence at schools.323 The report recommended the federal government to streamline information
regarding the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). This will educate law

318 Early Childhood Development programme, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 25 January 2019. Access

Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/early-childhood-development-programme/.

3% UK Government supports UNICEF Chad in treating over 58,000 Chadian children suffering from severe acute
malnutrition, Africanews (Brazzaville) 27 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.africanews.com/2019/03/27/uk-government-supports-unicef-chad-in-treating-over-58000-chadian-
children-suffering-from-severe-acute-malnutrition/.

320 Health dept opens UK child death database, SBS News (Sydney) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/health-dept-opens-uk-child-death-database.

1 New training for experts to boost early communication skills, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 8 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-training-for-experts-to-boost-early-
communication-skills.

22 New projects to strengthen families and keep children out of care, Government of the United Kingdom (London) 8
April 2019. Access Date: 4 May 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-projects-to-strengthen-families-and-
keep-children-out-of-care.

33 Final Report of the Federal Commission on School Safety, U.S. Department of Education (Washington) 18 December
2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www?2.ed.gov/documents/school-safety/school-safety-report.pdf.
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enforcement and local school leaders to better protect student privacy and ensuring the health and
safety of students in the community.324

On 7 February 2019, Ivanka Trump, senior advisor to President Trump, launched the Women’s
Global Development and Prosperity Initiative. The initiative aligns with the government’s National
Security Strategy with goals to “advance women’s equality, protect the rights of women and gitls, and
promote women and youth empowerment programs.”32> The initiative creates a USD50 million fund
from the U.S. Agency for International Development and calls on U.S. foreign assistance agencies to
dedicate USD300 million annually to advance the program initiatives. The initiative will have a yeatly
reporting and evaluation progress with a goal to empower 50 million women by 2025.

On 26 February 2019, the House Committee on Education and Labour, House subcommittee on
Early Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Education, and Senate Democrats introduced the Child
Care for Working Families Act to ensure affordable, high-quality child care for working middle class
families32¢ The Act would create estimates of 770,000 child care jobs and enable 1.6 million parents,
mainly mothers, to go to work and lift millions of family out of poverty. Families under 75 per cent
of the state median income will not have to pay for access to high-quality preschool programs for all
children 3 to 4 years old.3?7

The United States has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably
financed eatly childhood programs through monitoring and evaluation and financing new initiatives
and taking international action.

Thus, the United States receives a scotre of +1.
Analyst: Wing Ka Tsang

European Union: +1

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably
financed early childhood programs.

On 3 December 2018, the European Parliament voted on the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) for
the period 2021-2027, stipulating that member states will have to allocate at least 5 per cent of ESF+
resources to the European Child Guarantee scheme. The Child Guarantee aims to tackle child

24ys. Department of Education Acts on School Safety Report Recommendation to Improve Understanding of Student
Privacy Law, U.S. Department of Education (Washington) 12 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-acts-school-safety-report-recommendation-
improve-understanding-student-privacy-law.

325 presidential Memorandum on Promoting Women’s Global Development and Prosperity, The White House
(Washington) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-
actions/presidential-memorandum-promoting-womens-global-development-prosperity/.

328 ouse and Senate Democrats introduce comprehensive child care and early learning bill to ensure child care for all,
Just The Real News (United States). Access Date: 27 April 2019. https://www.justtherealnews.com/2019/02/26/house-
and-senate-democrats-introduce-comprehensive-child-care-and-early-learning-bill-to-ensure-child-care-for-all-house-
committee-on-education-labor-2/.

3275, Sentor Tammy Baldwin helps introduce legislation to ensure child care for all, Senator Tammy Baldinw,
(Wisconsin, US). Access Date: 27 April 2019. https://www.justtherealnews.com/2019/02/26/house-and-senate-
democrats-introduce-comprehensive-child-care-and-early-learning-bill-to-ensure-child-care-for-all-house-committee-
on-education-labor-2/.
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poverty and social exclusion by encouraging countries to invest in services and initiatives to support
positive child development and wellbeing.328

On 1 January 2019, the EU’s new youth strategy for the period 2019-2027 came into force.
Approved by the Council of the EU in November, the new strategy focuses on three areas of action:
Engage, Connect and Empower. The strategy will develop a cross-sectoral approach to address the
needs of young people in various policy areas, including the establishment of a new EU youth
coordinator.3%9

On 23 January 2019, the European Platform for Investing in Children (EPIC) has published a policy
memo which provides an overview of policies and practices across EU Member States in supporting
access to quality education for children with special educational needs (SEN). This policy memo
highlights the main approaches used in Member States and identifies some key challenges for policy-
makers and practitioners in helping to support access to quality education for children with SEN.330

As of 10 February 2019, the EU contributed EURS8.3 million towards UNICEF at the end of 2018 to
support vulnerable children and families in Syria. The funding help over one million people,
specifically childnre and women, access protection, health, nutrition, education and water.33!

On 25 February 2019, the European Commission published an inception report for a wide-ranging
feasibility study into the prospect of a Child Guarantee. The study aims to assess the feasibility,
implementation options and added value of a Child Guarantee, focusing on four specific groups of
vulnerable or disadvantaged children. The groups include children residing in institutions, children
with disabilities and other children with special needs, children of recent migrants and refugees, and
children living in precarious family situations. The study also outlines a plan for further research
activity, including stakeholder workshops and an online consultation to be held over the course of
2019.332

On 27 February 2019, Eurochild, a network that promotes the rights and wellbeing of children in
Europe, released their analysis of the European Commission’s 2019 Country Reports, which
demonstrate a strong awareness for early investment to address larger societal challenges for children
and families in or at risk of poverty and social exclusion. According to Eurochild, there will be a
greater focus on investment in children, especially those living in poverty or social exclusion. For

328 European Parliament Committee backs Child Guarantee in European Social Fund Plus, Eurochild (Brussels) 7
December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.eurochild.org/media/press-releases/article/european-
parliament-committee-backs-child-guarantee-in-european-social-fund-
plus/?tx_news_pil%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pil%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=d0aff882d2f1675ee493a3286
de4b60a.

329January 2019 developments in child and family policy in EU Member States, European Commission (Brussels) 13
February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langld=en&catld=89&newsld=9300&furtherNews=yes.

30epiC publishes policy memo on access to quality education for children with special educational needs,

European Commission (Brussels) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langld=en&catld=1246&newsld=9284&furtherNews=yes.

31 The European Union contributes over €8 million to towards UNICEF programmes for the most vulnerable children
and families in Syria, UNICEF Middle East and North Africa (Damascus) 10 February 2019. Access Date: 5 May 2019.
https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/european-union-contributes-over-8-million-towards-unicef-
programmes-most-vulnerable.

332 Inception report of Child Guarantee feasibility study published, European Commission (Brussels) 25 February 2019.
Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langld=en&catld=1246&furtherNews=yes&newsld=9315.
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instance, the transition from institutional to family- and community-based care was recommended as
an investment area in 20 of the 27 Country Reports.333

On 5 April 2019, the Initiative for Children in Migration, together with Eurochild and other partners,
developed a joint publication that provides informative descriptions of developments regarding child
immigration detention at the global level, with a focus on European law and conduct. The
publication suggests next steps towards ending child immigration detention and implementing
alternatives. The initiative comes in response to the widespread detention of migrant children, alone
or with their families.33

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to enhance quality and sustainably
financed early childhood programs through increased monitoring and evaluation, financing new
initiatives, and engaging in international knowledge sharing.

Thus, the European Union receives a score of +1.

Analyst: Turina Simanduyev

333 European Semester: Eurochild welcomes new priority investment areas, Eurochild (Brussels) 22 March 2019. Access

Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.eurochild.org/news/news-details/article/european-semester-eurochild-welcomes-
new-priority-investment-
areas/?tx_news_pil%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pil%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=f9d2b5c58e4a6c93476ed18
baSefcc4b.

33 Child Immigration Detention in the EU, Eurochild (Brussels) 5 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.eurochild.org/news/news-details/article/child-immigration-detention-in-the-
eu/?tx_news_pil%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pil%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=58f9ef7ca846aaca7d00e54b3a
ce5c33.
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3. Digital Economy: Data Governance

“We support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal
frameworks, and working to build consumer trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property
rights protection.”

Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration

Assessment

Country No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance
Argentina 0

Australia +1
Brazil 0

Canada 0

China +1
France 0

Germany 0

India -1

Indonesia +1
Italy 0

Japan 0

Korea 0

Mexico 0

Russia +1
Saudi Arabia 0

South Africa -1

Turkey 0

United Kingdom 0

United States -1

European Union +1
Average +0.10

Background

The Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion’s G20 Policy Guide on Digitisation and Informality
describes digitalization as “an unprecedented opportunity to address eligibility and affordability
barriers to formal financial inclusion faced by informal individuals and firms.”335 As such, the G20
recognizes the digital economy as a means of promoting sustainable economic growth and
development in the Internet age.33¢

Prior to the 2015 Antalya Summit, G20 members committed to promoting the flow and sharing of
information in areas outside of the economic growth and development. Their commitments focused
solely on sharing best practices to protect the integrity of financial markets, to exchange tax
information, and converge regulatory practices between members.33” The sharing of information as a
means to achieve their broader commitments continued to be part of communiqués and leader

3620 Policy Guide: Digitisation and informality, Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (Salta) 24 July 2018. Access

Date: 26 December 2018. https://www.gpfi.org/publications/g20-policy-guide-digitisation-and-informality-harnessing-
digital-financial-inclusion-individuals-and.

3 620 Digital Economy Development and Cooperation Initiative, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 5 September 2016.
Access Date: 26 November 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-digital.html.

**7 Declaration of the Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 15
November 2008. Access Date: 22 December 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2008/2008declaration1115.html.
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declarations in subsequent summits.?38 It was not until the Antalya Summit where commitments by
G20 members explicitly addressed explicitly the digital economy.

At the 2015 Antalya Summit, G20 members made their first explicit commitment in the area of
digital economy. For the first time, the Leaders’ Declaration signified the role of the Internet and
information and communications technologies (ICTs) as a collective means of bolstering “economic
growth and development around the world.”33 Also, members committed to bridging the “digital
divide” and the need to secure the use of ICTs by not engaging in “ICT-enabled theft of intellectual
property” while respecting user privacy and international law.340 Further, the declaration emphasized
that in the digital realm, “states have a special responsibility to promote security, stability, and
economic ties with other nations,” as in the physical realm.3!

At the 2016 Hangzhou Summit, leaders recognized the role of the digital economy as part of their
broader economic growth and innovation agenda. Leaders also endorsed the G20 Digital Economy
Development and Cooperation Initiative, which expands on their commitment during the 2015 Antalya
summit to seize opportunities in the Internet age.’*? The initiative outlined: specific guiding
principles, areas of focus and next steps for the digital economy.3*3 In particular, the G20 recognized
that the free flow of information, and the protection of intellectual property (IP) rights, personal
data, and privacy “are essential to strengthening confidence and trust in the digital economy.”344

At the 2017 Hamburg Summit, leaders echoed the commitment they made to develop trust in digital
technologies and to “foster favourable conditions for the development of the digital economy.34
Leaders recognized that trust in the digital economy requires effective consumer protection, IP rights
protection, and the free flow of information that respects “applicable legal frameworks for privacy,
data protection and [IP] rights.”34¢ Germany’s G20 presidency also produced a declaration of
ministers responsible for the digital economy, which elaborates on the work done by the G20, the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and other international organizations to develop a common framework to “maximize
the contributions that digitalisation can provide to the economy.”347

Argentina’s G20 presidency continued work done on the digital economy during the two previous
presidencies. On 23-24 August 2018, G20 ministers responsible for the digital economy convened to

338 520 Leaders Declaration, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2012. Access Date: 26 December 2018.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2012/2012-0619-loscabos.html.

339 G20 Leaders' Communiqué, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 16 November 2015. Access Date: 26 December 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/151116-communique.html.

0 G20 Leaders' Communiqué, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 16 November 2015. Access Date: 26 December 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/151116-communique.html.

31620 Leaders' Communiqué, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 16 November 2015. Access Date: 26 December 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/151116-communique.html.

2620 Digital Economy Development and Cooperation Initiative, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 5 September 2016.
Access Date: 5 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-digital.html.

33 G20 Leaders' Communiqué: Hangzhou Summit, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 5 September 2016. Access Date:
5 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-communique.html.

3% G20 Digital Economy Development and Cooperation Initiative, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 5 September 2016.
Access Date: 5 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-digital.html.

3% G20 Leaders’ Declaration: Shaping an Interconnected World, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 8 July 2017. Access
Date: 22 December 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-declaration.html.

3% 520 Leaders’ Declaration: Shaping an Interconnected World, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 8 July 2017. Access
Date: 22 December 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-declaration.html.

*7 G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration: Shaping Digitalisation for an Interconnected World, G20 Information
Centre (Toronto) 7 April 2017. Access Date: 5 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/170407-
digitalization.html.
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“strengthen a digital agenda for development” in Salta, Argentina.’8 Ministers acknowledged the
need to close the digital divide, build digital infrastructure, engage entrepreneurs and non-large
enterprises, and “empower and protect vulnerable and disadvantaged consumers.””34

Commitment Features

Within the context of the development of the digital economy, G20 members committed to 1)
“support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal
frameworks” and to work to build 2) consumer trust, 3) consumer privacy, 4) data protection, and 5)
intellectual property rights protection. Compliance with this commitment depends on members’
actions on the above five features of the commitment.

The “free flow of information, ideas and knowledge” refers to actions in the realm of the digital
economy and digital financial inclusion. In particular, actions must support “improving access,
adoption, and effective use of digital technologies that allow [G20 members] to learn from each other
in a more agile way.”3*0 The purpose of this commitment feature is to facilitate the digitalization of
national governments as a step to strengthen the digital economy. The “applicable legal frameworks”
that need to be “respected” refer to domestic law and international legal frameworks. In the domestic
realm, actions that support the free flow of “information, ideas and knowledge” must be consistent
with local laws and regulations.>! In the international realm, these actions must be consistent with
non-binding UN resolution A/C.1/70/L.45 and the UN Charter, among other relevant laws.352
Together, there should be an “environment that empowers entreprencurs and fosters research,
innovation and competition.”3%3

Building “consumer trust” in the context of this commitment consists of actions that provide
“strong, effective, proportionate and easily accessible legal and judicial or supervisory mechanisms”
that sanctions fraud, abuse, technical errors, and promotes consumer protection.’> Actions must
build consumer trust and confidence in the acquisition and use of digital financial services, “especially
for consumers with limited financial literacy or the resources to absorb losses.”3% Members should
also conduct “sound measurement” of the digital economy and how it influences consumer trust and
confidence.?>¢ Actions or initiatives that aim to increase digital financial literacy and awareness, to

8 G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 24 August 2018. Access Date: 5

January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-08-24-digital.html.

G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 24 August 2018. Access Date: 5
January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-08-24-digital.html.

30 G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 24 August 2018. Access Date: 5
January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-08-24-digital.html.

1620 Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 24 August 2018. Access Date: 5
January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-08-24-digital.html.

332520 Leaders' Communiqué, G20 Information Centre (Antalya) 16 November 2015. Access Date: 26 December 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/151116-communique.html.

33620 Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 24 August 2018. Access Date: 26
December 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-08-24-digital.html.

354 Building a digital world consumers can trust, Consumers International and The Federation of German Consumer
Organisations (Berlin) 20 March 2017. Access Date: 4 January 2019.
https://www.consumersinternational.org/media/1251/g20-digital-recs-english-visual.pdf.

2 G20 High-Level Principles for Digital Financial Inclusion, G20 Information Centre (Toronto) 17 August 2016. Access
Date: 4 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/high-level-principles-for-digital-financial-inclusion.pdf.

356 Building a digital world consumers can trust, Consumers International and The Federation of German Consumer
Organisations (Berlin) 20 March 2017. Access Date: 4 January 2019.
https://www.consumersinternational.org/media/1251/g20-digital-recs-english-visual.pdf.
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make internal dispute mechanisms more accessible, and to facilitate more competition in the digital
provider market are indications of compliance with this feature.357

>

Actions which build “privacy” within the digital economy should “enhance secure and effective
consent models.”38 Compliance with this feature includes actions where industry participants build
privacy “into all stages” of their practices, minimize data collection, gaining explicit consumer
consent for data collection, and the use of “alternative data” in a neutral manner.359

Actions and/or policies that build “data protection” include, but are not limited to: enhancing
“access, rectification, cancellation and opposition...rights,” and addressing data security.3 An
example of a data protection framework is the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
framework.3*! The GDPR consolidates national data protection laws into one framework while
strengthening individual rights and clarifying rules on businesses throughout the EU.362 Data
protection focuses on the conduct of using collected data, whereas privacy deals with consumer
access to their data.

Compliance with the “intellectual property rights protection” feature of the commitment must
involve new actions which “promote, as ... Government policy, creativity and the dissemination and
application of its results and to encourage fair trading which would contribute to economic and social
development.”363 Protection of these rights prevents unfair competition within both branches of
intellectual property: “industrial property” (i.e., patents, trademarks, industrial designs, geographical
indications) and “copyright.”304

Thus, full compliance with this commitment entails taking action in all five features, while partial
compliance entails taking action in two to four of those features. Negative compliance constitutes
taking no action or taking action in one feature.

ELy . ) )
Building a digital world consumers can trust, Consumers International and The Federation of German Consumer

Organisations (Berlin) 20 March 2017. Access Date: 4 January 2019.
https://www.consumersinternational.org/media/1251/g20-digital-recs-english-visual.pdf.

8620 Policy Guide: Digitisation and informality, Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (Salta) 24 July 2018. Access
Date: 29 December 2018. https://www.gpfi.org/publications/g20-policy-guide-digitisation-and-informality-harnessing-
digital-financial-inclusion-individuals-and.

39620 Policy Guide: Digitisation and informality, Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (Salta) 24 July 2018. Access
Date: 29 December 2018. https://www.gpfi.org/publications/g20-policy-guide-digitisation-and-informality-harnessing-
digital-financial-inclusion-individuals-and.

0 G20 Policy Guide: Digitisation and informality, Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (Salta) 24 July 2018. Access
Date: 4 January 2019. https://www.gpfi.org/publications/g20-policy-guide-digitisation-and-informality-harnessing-
digital-financial-inclusion-individuals-and.

*1 G20 Policy Guide: Digitisation and informality, Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (Salta, Argentina) 24 July
2018. Access Date: 4 January 2019. https://www.gpfi.org/publications/g20-policy-guide-digitisation-and-informality-
harnessing-digital-financial-inclusion-individuals-and.

%82 Data Protection in the EU, European Commission (Brussels) 24 May 2016. Access Date: 17 January 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/data-protection-eu_en.

%3 WIPO Intellectual Property Handbook: Policy, Law and Use, World Intellectual Property Organization (Geneva) 2004.
Access Date: 4 January 2019. https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/intproperty/489/wipo_pub_489.pdf.

¥ WIPO Intellectual Property Handbook: Policy, Law and Use, World Intellectual Property Organization (Geneva) 2004.
Access Date: 4 January 2019. https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/intproperty/489/wipo_pub_489.pdf.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
77



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

Scoring Guidelines

The G20 member has taken action in zero OR one feature(s) out of the five features of the
commitment to 1) “supportt the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while
respecting applicable legal frameworks,” OR to work to build 2) consumer trust, OR 3)
consumer privacy, OR 4) data protection, OR 5) intellectual property rights protection.

-1

The G20 member has taken action in TWO to FOUR features out of the five features of the
commitment to 1) “supportt the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while
respecting applicable legal frameworks,” OR to work to build 2) consumer trust, OR 3)
consumer privacy, OR 4) data protection, OR 5) intellectual property rights protection.

The G20 member has taken action in ALL five features of the commitment to 1) “support
the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal
frameworks” AND to work to build 2) consumer trust AND 3) consumer privacy AND 4)
data protection, AND 5) intellectual property rights protection.

+1

Compliance Director: Steven Camit
Lead Analyst: Arshia Hassani

Argentina: 0

Argentina has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 7 December 2018, the Agency of Access to Public Information published Resolution
No.159/2018.365 The resolution approved guidelines for binding corporate rules that companies can
use to legitimize international intra-group data transfers and ensure that they comply with relevant
regulations. These corporate rules align with regulations set out by existing Argentinian data
protection laws and resemble regulations in the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation.36¢

On 26 January 2019, Argentina was one of the 76 countries that signed the Joint Declaration of
Davos, an initiative which starts negotiations to collaborate on electronic commerce (e-commerce).367
The signatories further recognized the particular challenges and opportunities that e-commerce
represents for developing countries and micro, small and medium enterprises. Argentine Secretary of
Foreign Economic Relations of the Foreign Ministry Horacio Reyser recognized that e-commerce
“represents an enormous opportunity for Argentine products” to reach new markets worldwide and
to participate in global value chains.368

365 Argentine DPA approves guidelines for Binding Corporate Rules, International Association of Privacy Professionals
(Portsmouth) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://iapp.org/news/a/argentine-supervisory-
authority-approved-guidelines-for-binding-corporate-rules/#.

366 Argentine DPA approves guidelines for Binding Corporate Rules, International Association of Privacy Professionals
(Portsmouth) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://iapp.org/news/a/argentine-supervisory-
authority-approved-guidelines-for-binding-corporate-rules/#.

367 Agreement in Davos to begin negotiations on electronic commerce, Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Worship (Buenos Aires) 26 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/agreement-davos-begin-negotiations-electronic-commerce.
368 Agreement in Davos to begin negotiations on electronic commerce, Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Worship (Buenos Aires) 26 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/agreement-davos-begin-negotiations-electronic-commerce.
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On 6 March 2019, Argentina and Peru began the first round of negotiations for the “Bilateral
Expansion and Strengthening of the Economic Complementarity Agreement.”36® The objective of
these negotiations is to expand “the current economic complementarity agreement” in fields such as
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and e-commerce.37

On 6 April 2019, the second round of trade negotiations between Mercosur and Korea closed. The
two parties are working on a trade agreement which address e-commerce, technical barriers to trade,
and intellectual property.3’! Both parties will continue trade negotiations on July 2019.

Argentina has taken action to strengthen data protection and privacy through implementing binding
corporate rules of data protection, in accordance to existing Argentine data protection laws.
Argentina has also taken action to supportt the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while
respecting applicable legal frameworks through its participation in the Joint Declaration of Davos
initiative and bilateral efforts to promote SMEs and e-commerce. However, Argentina has not taken
new actions to build consumer trust.

Thus, Argentina receives a score of 0.

Analyst: Alykban Jetha

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

On 18 December 2018, the Australian Minister for Industry, Science and Technology Karen
Andrews unveiled a new government strategy that will help small businesses go digital.372 The
government has committed AUD3 million, in the creation of a new independent body which will
provide small business owners with up to date information on the best digital practices, tailored for
each business.373

On 19 December 2018, Minister Karen Andrews unveiled a new digital economy strategy,
“Australia’s Tech Future.”37* The strategy highlights four areas: people, services, digital assets, and

3%9 15t Round of Argentina-Peru Trade Negotiations begins in Buenos Aires, Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and

Worship (Buenos Aires) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/1st-round-argentina-peru-trade-negotiations-begins-buenos-
aires.

37% 15t Round of Argentina-Peru Trade Negotiations begins in Buenos Aires, Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Worship (Buenos Aires) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/en/announcements/news/1st-round-argentina-peru-trade-negotiations-begins-buenos-
aires.

31 Mercosur - Korea: Second Round of Trade Negotiations in Seoul, Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship
(Buenos Aires) 6 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019.https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/es/actualidad/noticias/mercosur-corea-ii-ronda-de-negociaciones-comerciales-en-
seul.

372 Helping Australia's small businesses go digital, Department of Industry, Science and Technology (Canberra) 18
December 2018. Access Date: 25 January 2019. https://www.minister.industry.gov.au/ministers/karenandrews/media-
releases/helping-australias-small-businesses-go-digital.

37 Helping Australia's small businesses go digital, Department of Industry, Science and Technology (Canberra) 18
December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.minister.industry.gov.au/ministers/karenandrews/media-releases/helping-australias-small-businesses-go-
digital.

7% pustralia finally gets a new digital economy strategy, iTnews (Canberra) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 25
February 2019.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
79



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

the enabling environment.’’> This new digital economy strategy aims to increase digital financial
literacy through education and training. This strategy also facilitates the free flow of information
across borders, while increasing data accessibility. This plan also gives consumers greater control of
theitr data and transaction activities. And ensures Australian infrastructure remains secure, and new
technologies are designed to be secure.376

On 24 February 2019, IP Australia, an agency within the Department of Industry, Science and
Technology enacted intellectual property legislation changes.?”” The changes include clarifying
formality requirements for patent specifications, a reduction in the grace period of when a trademark
can be challenged for non-use and improvements to the Plant Breeder’s Right Enforcement.3’® The
proposed changes further improve intellectual property rights within the country.

On 4 March 2019, Australia signed the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (IA-CEPA) with Indonesia.3” This trade agreement includes provisions that regulate the
“flow of data” between the two countries and commitments to protect “privacy and consumer
rights.”380 The agreement also contains provisions which “promote confidence in the online
environment,” which include privacy and consumer protection.38!

Australia has taken action to support the free flow of information, ideas, and knowledge while
respecting applicable legal frameworks. As well, Australia has taken action to build consumer trust,
consumer privacy, data protection, and intellectual property rights protection.

Thus, Australia receives a score of +1.

Aunalyst: Shafna Kallil

Brazil: 0

Brazil has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

https://www.itnews.com.au/news/australia-finally-gets-a-new-digital-economy-strategy-517102.

375 pustralia’s Tech Future - Introduction, Department of Industry, Innovation and Science (Canberra) 19 December
2018. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://www.industry.gov.au/data-and-publications/australias-tech-
future/introduction.

378 pustralia’s Tech Future, Department of Industry, Science and Technology (Canberra) 19 December 2018. Access
Date: 25 February 2019.

https://www.industry.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-12/australias-tech-future.pdf.

377 Changes affecting all IP rights commencing February 2019, Department of Industry, Science and Technology
(Canberra) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 8 March 2019. https://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/news-and-
community/news/changes-affecting-all-ip-rights-commencing-february-2019.

378 Changes affecting all IP rights commencing February 2019, Department of Industry, Science and Technology
(Canberra) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 8 March 2019. https://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/news-and-
community/news/changes-affecting-all-ip-rights-commencing-february-2019.

379 pustralia and Indonesia sign landmark trade agreement, Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://dfat.gov.au/news/news/Pages/indonesia-australia-
comprehensive-economic-partnership-agreement0304-2643.aspx.

380 |A-CEPA Outcomes and background documents - Outcomes: Electronic Commerce, Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/outcomes-documents/Pages/outcomes-electronic-
commerce.aspx.

381 |A-CEPA Outcomes and background documents - Outcomes: Electronic Commerce, Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/outcomes-documents/Pages/outcomes-electronic-
commerce.aspx.
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On 12 December 2018, the Constitution and Justice Commission approved the creation of special
courts designed to efficiently handle lesser offenses related to computing and resolve conflicts within
the digital sphere.382

On 12 December 2018, Brazil signed an agreement promoting the development of an integrated
system of regulation of agricultural defenses in Brazil, Latin America and the Caribbean.?83 The
agreement consists of the development of an integrated agrochemical system that unifies the
registration process of pesticides in Brazil.33 Another system will also be developed for use
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.

On 21 December 2018, Brazil’s Central Bank (BCB) published guidelines for the Brazilian instant
payments through Communiqué 32,927.38> The communiqué is the start of Brazil’s development of
an instant payment system in the country, which sets out rule-making procedures, forms of
participation, settlement infrastructure, connectivity services and liquidity provisions. BCB’s
guidelines emphasizes an “instant payments ecosystem” that has a “flexible and open structure” and
that works with existing business models and market participants.38¢

On 31 January 2019, the Central Bank of Brazil launched Din, an online chatbot application that
helps citizens access information regarding their finances.3¥” Din assists with analyzing reports on
debt, foreign exchange operations, accounts and other matters within the financial system.3® The
artificial intelligence and machine learning technologies within Din allow for guided conversations.38?
Din Alos can issue a certificate attesting that the user has no engagements with financial institutions,
which can be used as a low-income certification for scholarship, legal aid, and other services.3%

On 6 April 2019, the second round of trade negotiations between Mercosur and Korea closed. The
two parties are working on a trade agreement which address e-commerce, technical barriers to trade,
and intellectual property.3! Both parties will continue trade negotiations on July 2019.

82 ey aprova criagdo de juizados especiais digitais, Brazilian Federal Senate (Brasilia) 13 December 2018. Access Date:
17 February 2019. https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/audios/2018/12/ccj-aprova-criacao-de-juizados-especiais-
digitais.

38 Cooperacdo técnica contribuird para efetividade e transparéncia no registro de agrotoxicos na AL e Caribe, Brazilian
Cooperation Agency, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Brasilia) 14 December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
http://www.abc.gov.br/imprensa/mostrarconteudo/1083.

384 Cooperacdo técnica contribuira para efetividade e transparéncia no registro de agrotoxicos na AL e Caribe, Brazilian
Cooperation Agency, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Brasilia) 14 December 2018. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
http://www.abc.gov.br/imprensa/mostrarconteudo/1083.

3% Banco Central do Brasil announces the guidelines for the Brazilian instant payments ecosystem, Central Bank of
Brazil (Brasilia) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/c/news/1867.

3% Banco Central do Brasil announces the guidelines for the Brazilian instant payments ecosystem, Central Bank of
Brazil (Brasilia) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/c/news/1867.

387 Central Bank launches a virtual assistant service to keep you on track with your finances, Central Bank of Brazil
(Brasilia) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/c/news/1868.

38 Central Bank launches a virtual assistant service to keep you on track with your finances, Central Bank of Brazil
(Brasilia) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/c/news/1868.

3% Central Bank launches a virtual assistant service to keep you on track with your finances, Central Bank of Brazil
(Brasilia) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/c/news/1868.

3% Central Bank launches a virtual assistant service to keep you on track with your finances, Central Bank of Brazil
(Brasilia) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/c/news/1868.

39 Mercosur - Korea: Second Round of Trade Negotiations in Seoul, Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship
(Buenos Aires) 6 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019.https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/es/actualidad/noticias/mercosur-corea-ii-ronda-de-negociaciones-comerciales-en-
seul.
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Brazil has taken action to build consumer trust with the creation of the special “digital” courts, the
publication of new guidelines to govern the instant payment realm of the economy, and the creation
of Din. Brazil has also taken action to support the free flow of information through the Brazil
government’s agreement with Latin American and Caribbean countries to integrate agricultural
defense regulations. Brazil did not take actions to build privacy, data protection and intellectual
property rights protection.

Thus, Brazil receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Alykban Jetha

Canada: 0

Canada has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 30 December 2018, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) took effect, a trade agreement which strengthened IP rights.32 The CPTPP
contains provisions which strengthen intellectual property rights protection and enforcement by
creating a “transparent and predictable standard” between Canada and ten other member
countries.’?3

On 11 January 2019, the Canadian Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development
Navdeep Bains committed to an investment of up to CAD750,000 to a project by the Peel
Multicultural Council to develop essential computing skills.3** The investment is part of the larger
Digital Literacy Exchange Program which helps to provide digital training to groups most likely to be
“left behind” by digital technology adoption.?*>

On 24 January 2019, Minister Navdeep Bains announced an investment of CAD40 million to
support Nokia Canada’s research in protecting data in telecommunications networks in Canada.3?¢
This investment will allow Nokia to develop cybersecurity tools and to conduct research to build up

392 at long last, 11-member Pacific trade deal takes effect, Japan Times (Tokyo) 30 December 2018. Access Date: 7
March 2019. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/12/30/business/long-last-11-member-pacific-trade-deal-takes-
effect/.

93 Low to read the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), Global Affairs
Canada (Ottawa) 15 February 2019. https://international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-
commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/chapter_summaries-sommaires_chapitres.aspx?lang=eng.

9% Government of Canada investing in teaching digital skills to Canadians who need them most, Innovation, Science
and Economic Development Canada (Mississauga) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/01/government-of-canada-
investing-in-teaching-digital-skills-to-canadians-who-need-them-most.html.

3% Government of Canada investing in teaching digital skills to Canadians who need them most, Innovation, Science
and Economic Development Canada (Mississauga) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/01/government-of-canada-
investing-in-teaching-digital-skills-to-canadians-who-need-them-most.html.

3% Minister Bains finalizes new agreements with world-leading companies, Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (Davos) 25 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-
science-economic-development/news/2019/01/minister-bains-finalizes-new-agreements-with-world-leading-
companies.html.
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the infrastructure of telecommunications networks needed for the future implementation of 5G
technology.7

On 13 February 2019, Minister Bains announced a CAD30 million investment in the “Patent
Collective pilot program.”38 This pilot program assists small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
in ensuring their patent and IP needs. The CAD30 million investment is spread over four years and is
aims to help SMEs use their IP “more strategically” to build their business and compete in the world
market.3??

On 18 March 2019, Canada joined three World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) treaties
that promote the worldwide use of trademarks, giving a boost to Canadian brand owners as well as
consumers and underlining Canada’s strong multilateral engagement with WIPO.400

On 18 March 2019, Canada joined three World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) treaties
which better align Canada’s trademark regime with other signatories of these three treaties.*o! The
treaties include the Madrid System for the International Registration of Marks, the Nice Agreement
Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the
Registration of Marks and the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks.402 This set of agreements
allow Canadian trademark owners to better protect their trademarks around the world. On 17 June
2019, the three treaties will enter into force.

On 25 April 2019, the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada announced that the Office will
take Facebook to federal court “to force the company to correct its privacy practices.”#9 Privacy
Commissioner Daniel Thertien said that Facebook committed “serious contraventions” of privacy
laws neglected to actively protect personal information of Canadians.404

Canada has taken action to build consumer trust in its efforts to build digital literacy, to build data
protection in building up telecommunications networks, and to build intellectual property rights
protection through the enactment of the CPTPP and efforts to equip SMEs with the tools necessary

397\, o ) . ) . . .
Minister Bains finalizes new agreements with world-leading companies, Innovation, Science and Economic

Development Canada (Davos) 25 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-
science-economic-development/news/2019/01/minister-bains-finalizes-new-agreements-with-world-leading-
companies.html.

3% Government of Canada announces call to launch intellectual property collective, Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (Ottawa) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/02/government-of-canada-
announces-call-to-launch-intellectual-property-collective.html.

3% Government of Canada announces call to launch intellectual property collective, Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (Ottawa) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2019/02/government-of-canada-
announces-call-to-launch-intellectual-property-collective.html.

*% canada Joins Three Key WIPO Trademark Treaties (Geneva) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 10 April 2019.
https://www.wipo.int/portal/en/news/2019/article_0012.html.

*1 canada Joins Three Key WIPO Trademark Treaties (Geneva) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 10 April 2019.
https://www.wipo.int/portal/en/news/2019/article_0012.html.

*2 canada Joins Three Key WIPO Trademark Treaties (Geneva) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 10 April 2019.
https://www.wipo.int/portal/en/news/2019/article_0012.html.

93 Facebook refuses to address serious privacy deficiencies despite public apologies for “breach of trust,” Office of the
Privacy Commissioner of Canada (Ottawa) 25 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-
news/news-and-announcements/2019/nr-c_190425/.

9% Facebook refuses to address serious privacy deficiencies despite public apologies for “breach of trust,” Office of the
Privacy Commissioner of Canada (Ottawa) 25 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-
news/news-and-announcements/2019/nr-c_190425/.
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to build their IP. However, Canada has not taken new actions to build privacy, as well as to support
the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks.

Thus, Canada receives a score of 0.

Apnalyst: Omolade Ogunsanya

China: +1

China has fully complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 18 December 2018, China published a policy paper on measures to enhance the China-European
Union Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and development of China-EU relations.*%> The policy
paper encourages “...advancing the reform of the global internet governance system for a peaceful,
secure, open, cooperative and orderly cyberspace.”#¢ The policy paper also notes the higher
requirements of the EU on the necessities on privacy protection and data security under the General

Data Protection Regulation.*7

On 19 December 2019, the National Intellectual Property Administration (NIPA) announced that
China will step up to protect intellectual property rights by imposing tougher punishments on
intellectual property rights infringements.*%® In addition, 38 governmental departments jointly signed
a memorandum to strengthen cooperation in the crackdown on intellectual property rights
infringement.*”” Repeated patent infringements, declining to execute punishments on patent
violations and using fake documents in patent applications are some of the six types of infractions
listed in the memorandum.*0

On 1 January 2019, China’s new e-commerce law took effect, which encompasses chapters that
promote data protection, consumer protection and fair competition, and requires online businesses
to register and acquire all necessary licenses.*!! The new law strengthens intellectual property
protection by addressing the problem of manufacturing and sale of counterfeit goods. Counterfeiters
and e-commerce operators who fail to take necessary measures to prevent and stop sellers in
violation of intellectual property rights can be fined up to RMB2 million. The new e-commerce law
fosters consumer trust by requiring e-commerce operators to disclose accurate product and service
information and avoid engaging in deceptive practices such as misleading promotions, fake reviews

9% Full text of China's Policy Paper on the European Union, Xinhua (Beijing) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 24
February 2019. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-12/18/c_137681829.htm.

% Full text of China's Policy Paper on the European Union, Xinhua (Beijing) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 24
February 2019. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-12/18/c_137681829.htm.

o7 Full text of China's Policy Paper on the European Union, Xinhua (Beijing) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 24
February 2019. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-12/18/c_137681829.htm.

“8 China to boost crackdown on IPR infringement, Xinhua (Beijing) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 10 April 2019.
http://www .xinhuanet.com/english/2018-12/19/c_137684821.htm.

*% China to boost crackdown on IPR infringement, Xinhua (Beijing) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 10 April 2019.
http://www .xinhuanet.com/english/2018-12/19/c_137684821.htm.

*1° China to boost crackdown on IPR infringement, Xinhua (Beijing) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 10 April 2019.
http://www .xinhuanet.com/english/2018-12/19/c_137684821.htm.

M China's new e-commerce law: A step in the right direction, China.org.cn (Beijing) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 13
February 2019. http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2019-01/09/content_74355741.htm.
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and attempts to manipulate the market.412 Consumers will be able to opt-out of particular services in
effort to restrict abuse of consumer profiling.#3

On 3 January 2019, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology published a list of 14
mobile applications that excessively and illegally collected sensitive personal data without user
consent.#!* The inspectors put these companies on a blacklist and now face public pressure to change
how they handle data.*’> The China Internet Society organized an expert council deployed by the
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology to conduct the investigations in December 2018.416

On 25 January 2019, the Cyberspace Administration of China, the Ministry of Public Security, the
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and the State Administration of Market Regulation
jointly announced in a press conference in Beijing that they will conduct a national crackdown on
mobile applications to assess how they collect personal data.*!” Mobile applications that excessively
collect or use consumers’ personal information will have their business licenses revoked.*8

On 1 February 2019, the Cyberspace Administration of China issued new regulations that prohibit
financial information service providers from producing, copying, publishing or disseminating
information containing false financial information or information that may distort national fiscal and
monetary policies.#? The regulations define the scope of financial information services, clarifies
responsibilities on financial information service providers and penalties for breaches.*20

On 23 March 2019, the Chinese government announced that its National Intellectual Property
Administration (CNIPA) will take measures to “strengthen IP protection.”#2! The deputy head of
CNIPA Gan Shaoning said that the measures will consist of “optimizing the mechanisms governing
IP,” raising fines for IP infringements and equalizing treatment of all entities when protecting their
IP.422

China has taken action to support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while
respecting applicable legal frameworks, to build consumer trust, to build privacy, to build data
protection, and to build intellectual property rights protection.

*2 China's new e-commerce law: A step in the right direction, China.org.cn (Beijing) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 13
February 2019. http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2019-01/09/content_74355741.htm.

*13 China's new e-commerce law: A step in the right direction, China.org.cn (Beijing) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 13
February 2019. http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2019-01/09/content_74355741.htm.

1 China’s Privacy Conundrum, Slate Group (New York) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 18 February 2019.
https://slate.com/technology/2019/02/china-consumer-data-protection-privacy-surveillance.html.

% China’s Privacy Conundrum, Slate Group (New York) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 18 February 2019.
https://slate.com/technology/2019/02/china-consumer-data-protection-privacy-surveillance.html.

18 China’s Privacy Conundrum, Slate Group (New York) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 18 February 2019.
https://slate.com/technology/2019/02/china-consumer-data-protection-privacy-surveillance.html.

17 Authorities launch national crackdown on illegal information use by apps, China Daily (Beijing) 25 January 2019.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/25/WS5c4ab87ca3106c65c34e6937.html.
18 Authorities launch national crackdown on illegal information use by apps, China Daily (Beijing) 25 January 2019.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/25/WS5c4ab87ca3106c65c34e6937.html.
*° China tells domestic online financial info providers to keep 'economic order,” Reuters (Beijing) 26 December 2018.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-internet-finance/china-tells-domestic-
online-financial-info-providers-to-keep-economic-order-idUSKCN1OPQJH.

% China tells domestic online financial info providers to keep 'economic order,” Reuters (Beijing) 26 December 2018.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-internet-finance/china-tells-domestic-
online-financial-info-providers-to-keep-economic-order-idUSKCN1OPQJH.

1 China to cut patent review time by 15 pct, Xinhua (Beijing) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019.

http://www .xinhuanet.com/english/2019-03/23/c_137918421.htm.

22 China to cut patent review time by 15 pct, Xinhua (Beijing) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019.

http://www .xinhuanet.com/english/2019-03/23/c_137918421.htm.
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Thus, China receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Florence Chan

France: 0

France has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 13 February 2019, France ratified the agreement on New EU Copyright Rules in the Digital
Single Market.#23 The agreement reinforces the protection of the “intellectual properties of European
authors and performers” in a digitalized environment.*?* In particular, the agreement brings “tangible
benefits” to creative sectors and gives European journalists rights to “receive a greater share of the
revenues generated by the online uses of press publications.”#?> The agreement also brought forward
new licencing rules, which allows citizens and internet users to upload copyright protected content
on digital platforms legally.42¢

On 21 January 2019, the French National Commission on Informatics and Liberty (CNIL) imposed
a financial penalty of EUR50 million against Google LLC. in accordance with the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) for the first time.*?” The aim of the penalty is to comply with the
obligations on the matter of data protection raised by the GDPR. It is imposed to “enable the users
to control their data and therefore to sufficiently inform them and allow them to validly consent.”428
CNIL’s EUR50 million penalty on Google not only reiterates the importance of GDPR’s national
data protections, but also helps to reduce the abuse of collected data and builds consumer trust in
using digital services.

On 15 April 2019, the French Parliament passed a new law that regulates cryptocurrencies.*?? The
new regulations allow cryptocurrency issues and traders to gain some legal recognition, as well as
allow the French government to collect tax on their profits.*3? France’s Finance Minister Bruno Le

423 Digital Single Market: EU negotiators reach a breakthrough to modern copyright rules, European Commission

(Brussels) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-528 en.htm.
424 Digital Single Market: EU negotiators reach a breakthrough to modern copyright rules, European Commission
(Brussels) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-528 en.htm.
425 Digital Single Market: EU negotiators reach a breakthrough to modern copyright rules, European Commission
(Brussels) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-528 en.htm.
426 Digital Single Market: EU negotiators reach a breakthrough to modern copyright rules, European Commission
(Brussels) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-528 en.htm.
2" The CNIL’s restricted committee imposes a financial penalty of 50 Million euros against GOOGLE LLC, CNIL (Paris) 21
January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.cnil.fr/en/cnils-restricted-committee-imposes-financial-
penalty-50-million-euros-against-google-lic.

*28 The CNIL’s restricted committee imposes a financial penalty of 50 Million euros against GOOGLE LLC, CNIL (Paris) 21
January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.cnil.fr/en/cnils-restricted-committee-imposes-financial-
penalty-50-million-euros-against-google-lic.

*2% France to ask EU partners to adopt its cryptocurrency regulation, Reuters (Paris) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-cryptocurrencies/france-to-ask-eu-partners-to-adopt-its-
cryptocurrency-regulation-idUSKCN1RR1YO.

0 France to ask EU partners to adopt its cryptocurrency regulation, Reuters (Paris) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-cryptocurrencies/france-to-ask-eu-partners-to-adopt-its-
cryptocurrency-regulation-idUSKCN1RR1YO.
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Maire encouraged other European countries to use this regulation as a model for a larger “single
regulatory framework on crypto-assets.”#3!

France has taken action to build intellectual property rights protection, to build data protection, and
to build privacy by ratifying the agreement on New EU Copyright Rules in the Digital Single Market
as well as imposing a financial penalty against Google LLC. in accordance with the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR). France has also taken action to support the free flow of information,
ideas and knowledge by being one of the first major countries to create a framework on regulating
cryptocurrencies. But France has not taken new actions to build consumer trust.

Thus, France receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Gabriella Shiynan Zhao

Germany: 0

Germany has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 14 January 2019, the Trade Mark Law Modernization Act came into force.*32 The German Patent
and Trade Mark Office (DPMA) announced that applicants were able to apply for a new category of
trademarks that “strengthen the rights of trade mark owners.” The new “quality trademarks” would
disclose the standards by which products were created rather than solely disclosing the origin of the
product. It ensures greater transparency by having “licences or the willingness to grant licences
entered in the Trade Mark Register.”#33 Due to the expansion of the digital economy, the certificates
of the DPMA will contain a QR code that leads to its corresponding electronic Trade Mark
Register. 43+

On 7 February 2019, the German Federal Cartel Office (Bundeskartellamt), Germany’s national
competition regulator, imposed data restrictions on Facebook’s practice of combining user data from
different sources.*?> The restriction mainly covers two different data sources. Firstly, Facebook-
owned services such as WhatsApp and Instagram can continue to collect data, however, the
permission of assigning the data to Facebook user accounts will only be possible through voluntary
consent.43¢ Secondly, collecting data from third party websites and assigning them to a Facebook user

1 France to ask EU partners to adopt its cryptocurrency regulation, Reuters (Paris) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-cryptocurrencies/france-to-ask-eu-partners-to-adopt-its-
cryptocurrency-regulation-idUSKCN1RR1YO.

2 New types of trade marks and changed procedures, German Patent and Trade Mark Office (Berlin) 11 January 2019.
Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.dpma.de/english/services/public_relations/press_releases/20190111.html.

3 New types of trade marks and changed procedures, German Patent and Trade Mark Office (Berlin) 11 January 2019.
Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.dpma.de/english/services/public_relations/press_releases/20190111.html.

3 New types of trade marks and changed procedures, German Patent and Trade Mark Office (Berlin) 11 January 2019.
Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.dpma.de/english/services/public_relations/press_releases/20190111.html.

% Bundeskartellamt prohibits Facebook from combining user data from different sources, Bundeskartellamt (Berlin) 2
February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/07_02_2019 Facebook.html.
3 Bundeskartellamt prohibits Facebook from combining user data from different sources, Bundeskartellamt (Berlin) 2
February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/07_02_2019 Facebook.html.
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account will also be voluntary.#37 The data restriction aims to eliminate Facebook’s “abuse of market
power based on the extent of collecting, using and merging data in a user account.”*3 The restriction
demonstrates Germany’s commitment to prevent misconduct of collected data and ensure a fair
competition between businesses.

Germany has taken action to build consumer trust, data protection and to build privacy with the
Bundeskartellamt restrictions on Facebook. Germany has taken action to build intellectual property
rights protection with the implementation of the Trade Mark Law Modernization Act. However,
Germany has not taken new action to support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge,
while respecting applicable legal frameworks.

Thus, Germany receives a score of 0.

Analyst: Gabriella Shiynan Zhao

India: -1

India has not complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 6 January 2019, Minister of Electronics and Information Technology Ravi Shankar Prasad stated
that the Indian government’s intention to pass the Data Protection Bill.#3? The proposed bill would
regulate how data is used and processed by government and private entities.* The bill did not
become law prior to the 2019 General Election, which took place in April and May.#4!

On 20 February 2019, the Indian Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defence and Chairman of the
Centre for Excellence for Data Analysts to India, and the Saudi Crown Prince and the Saudi Ministry
of Communications and information Technology signed two memorandums aimed at localization of
technology, transfer of knowledge within Saudi Arabia.*42

India has taken action to support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting
applicable legal frameworks. However, India has failed to take new actions that build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

Thus, India receives a score of —1.

Analyst: Susha Guan

37 Bundeskartellamt prohibits Facebook from combining user data from different sources, Bundeskartellamt (Berlin) 2

February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/07_02_2019 Facebook.html.
38 Bundeskartellamt prohibits Facebook from combining user data from different sources, Bundeskartellamt (Berlin) 2
February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/07_02_2019 Facebook.html.
39 Government to bring Data Protection Law, says Union minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, Hindustan Times (New Delhi) 6
January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/government-to-bring-
data-protection-law-says-union-minister-ravi-shankar-prasad/story-aSVvvd4PKMzg6htKSBPa6l.html.

40 personal Data Protection Bill only after new government takes over, The Economic Times (Mumbai) 4 January 2019.
Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/internet/personal-data-protection-bill-only-
after-new-government-takes-over/articleshow/67374919.cms.

41 |ndia’s Data Protection Bill Will Now Be Tabled in June, Analytics India Magazine (Bengaluru) 4 January 2019. Access
Date: 3 May 2019. https://www.analyticsindiamag.com/indias-data-protection-bill-in-june/.

42 Ministry Of ICT Concludes Partnerships With Major Indian Companies For Technology Localization, Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology (Saudi Arabia) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
https://www.mcit.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/145668.
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Indonesia: +1

Indonesia has fully complied with its commitment to support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

On 20 December 2018, the Indonesian government proposed a bill that would protect the personal
data of the Indonesian people on digital platforms.**3 Subject to ratification by the People’s
Representative Council of Indonesia, the bill would eliminate the need for a separate council to
handle data protection matters and prevent Indonesians’ personal data from being accessed abroad.
As of 6 March 2019, the Council has yet to ratify the bill.444

On 22 January 2019, Indonesia’s Creative Economy Agency, or Bekraf, called for collaboration with
the Directorate General of Intellectual Property and the Ministry of Law and Human Rights; to work
on programs that promote intellectual property (IP).*4> The Indonesian Director General of
Intellectual Property emphasized that Indonesia needs to prioritize the promotion of IP rights in
order to “move forward” as an ASEAN member, to protect IP rights of communities and
entrepreneurs, and to leverage Indonesian IP that generates economic value.#4¢

On 19 February 2019, Indonesia’s Ministry of Communication and Information collaborated with
Saudi Arabia’s Digital Transformation Team to hold, a two-day workshop aiming to advance digital
cooperation between the two states.*¥’ Both signed a memorandum of understanding, which in part,
commits to developing “joint centres for digital innovation,” collaborating in research and
development of digital technologies and allowing exchange of information on “Information
Technology (IT) policies, techniques and regulations.”#48

On 4 March 2019, Indonesia signed the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (IA-CEPA) with Australia.*#” This trade agreement includes provisions that regulate the
“flow of data” between the two countries, commitments to protect “privacy and consumer rights.”40

43 pemerintah Siapkan Pengaturan Perlindungan Data Pribadi di Platform Digital, Indonesia Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology (Jakarta) 20 December 2018. Access Date: 6 March 2019.
https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/15721/pemerintah-siapkan-pengaturan-perlindungan-data-pribadi-di-
platform-digital/O/berita_satker.

***Indonesia to protect personal data of citizens on digital platforms, OpenGov Asia (Singapore) 5 January 2019. Access
Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.opengovasia.com/indonesia-to-protect-personal-data-of-citizens-on-digital-
platforms/.

43 Synergy between Institutions Strengthens Intellectual Property Protection, Directorate General of Intellectual
Property, Ministry of Law and Human Rights Republic of Indonesia (Jakarta) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February
2019. http://en.dgip.go.id/synergy-between-institutions-strengthens-intellectual-property-protection.

446 Synergy between Institutions Strengthens Intellectual Property Protection, Directorate General of Intellectual
Property, Ministry of Law and Human Rights Republic of Indonesia (Jakarta) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February
2019. http://en.dgip.go.id/synergy-between-institutions-strengthens-intellectual-property-protection.

**7 Indonesia and Saudi Arabia hold workshop for digital collaboration, OpenGov Asia (Singapore) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.opengovasia.com/indonesia-and-saudi-arabia-hold-workshop-for-digital-
collaboration/.

**% |ndonesia and Saudi Arabia hold workshop for digital collaboration, OpenGov Asia (Singapore) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.opengovasia.com/indonesia-and-saudi-arabia-hold-workshop-for-digital-
collaboration/.

#49 Australia and Indonesia sign landmark trade agreement, Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://dfat.gov.au/news/news/Pages/indonesia-australia-
comprehensive-economic-partnership-agreement0304-2643.aspx.

0 |A-CEPA Outcomes and background documents - Outcomes: Electronic Commerce, Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/outcomes-documents/Pages/outcomes-electronic-
commerce.aspx.
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The agreement also contains provisions which “promote confidence in the online environment,”
which include privacy and consumer protection.*>!

Indonesia has taken action in all five features of this commitment: supporting the free of
information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, building consumer
trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

Thus, Indonesia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Diego Vasquez

Italy: 0
Italy has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas and

knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 7 December 2018, Italian government regulators fined Facebook EUR10 million for misleading
users on how their personal data is used and Facebook’s “aggressive” practices of data transmission
to third parties and for commercial purposes.*>2 The penalty helps to reiterate the importance of data
protections and to reduce the abuse of collected data, thus protects consumer privacy in using digital
services.

On 29 December 2018, the Italian Parliament approve the 2019 Budget Law, which introduces a new
tax on digital services.*>3 The digital services tax would apply to resident and non-resident individuals
and enterprises. This law is the Italian government’s acknowledgement of the need to create a safe
and well-built digital environment for consumers within the realm of digitalization as national
services become digitalised.*>*

On 25 January 2019, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Enzo Moavero
Milanesi met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. The meeting
was held to discuss further development of Euro-Asian connectivity, specifically emphasizing the
importance of assuring “full protection of intellectual property rights and designations of origin.”45>

Italy has taken action to build consumer trust through the digital services tax and the ECU and to
build data protection in fining Facebook for their misuse of data of Facebook users. However, Italy
has not taken new actions to build privacy and intellectual property rights protection, and to support
the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks.

Thus, Italy receives a score of 0.

**1|A-CEPA Outcomes and background documents - Outcomes: Electronic Commerce, Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/outcomes-documents/Pages/outcomes-electronic-
commerce.aspx.

2 talian regulator fines Facebook £8.9m for misleading users, The Guardian (London) 7 December 2018. Access Date:
8 March 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/dec/07/italian-regulator-fines-facebook-89m-for-
misleading-users.

453 Italy approves 2019 budget law, Ernst & Young Global Limited (London) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February
2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--italy-approves-2019-budget-law.

454 Italy approves 2019 budget law, Ernst & Young Global Limited (London) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February
2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--italy-approves-2019-budget-law.

% 9th Meeting of the Joint Italy-China Committee, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Rome) 25 January 2019. Access Date: 20
April 2019. https://www.esteri.it/MAe/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/ix-riunione-del-comitato-congiunto-
italia-cina.html
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Analyst: Gabriella Shiynan Zhao

Japan: 0

Japan has partially complied with its commitment to “supportt the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 21 December 2018, the Financial Services Agency published the “Report from the Study Group
on the Virtual Currency Exchange Services,” which proposed recommendations to address virtual
currency issues, such as “[theft] of customers’ virtual currencies,” the “high [fluctuation] in price” of
virtual currencies, the trading of virtual currencies “based on speculation,” the failure of service
providers “to develop appropriate internal management capabilities in response to rapid business

expansion,” and the emergence of “new types transactions involving virtual currencies (trading on
margin and ICOs).”45¢

On 30 December 2018, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) took effect, a trade agreement which strengthened intellectual property (IP)
rights.#57 The CPTPP contains provisions which strengthen intellectual property rights protection
and enforcement by creating a “transparent and predictable standard” between Japan and ten other
member countries. 4>

On 23 January 2019, the European Commission adopted the adequacy decision on Japan, which
allows personal data to flow freely between EU and Japan “on the basis of strong protection
guarantees”® subject to FEuropean standards. These guarantees include “a set of rules
(Supplementary Rules) that will bridge several differences between the two data protection
systems,”40 assurance by the Japanese government “to the Commission regarding safeguards
concerning the access of Japanese public authorities for criminal law enforcement and national
security purposes,”’#®! and a “complaint-handling mechanism” to handle complaints regarding

Japanese public authorities’ access to data of EU citizens.*2 The adoption of this decision

6 pyblication of Report from Study Group on Virtual Currency Exchange Services, Financial Services Agency (Tokyo) 22

March 2019. Date Accessed: 20 April 2019. https://www.fsa.go.jp/en/refer/councils/virtual-currency/20181228.html.
7 At long last, 11-member Pacific trade deal takes effect, Japan Times (Tokyo) 30 December 2018. Access Date: 7
March 2019. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/12/30/business/long-last-11-member-pacific-trade-deal-takes-
effect/.

8 How to read the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), Global Affairs
Canada (Ottawa) 15 February 2019. https://international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-
commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/chapter_summaries-sommaires_chapitres.aspx?lang=eng.

459 European Commission Adopts Adequacy Decision on Japan, Creating the World's Largest Area of Safe Data Flows,
European Union (Brussels) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_|P-
19-421_en.htm.

460 European Commission Adopts Adequacy Decision on Japan, Creating the World's Largest Area of Safe Data Flows,
European Union (Brussels) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_|P-
19-421_en.htm.

461 European Commission Adopts Adequacy Decision on Japan, Creating the World's Largest Area of Safe Data Flows,
European Union (Brussels) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_|P-
19-421_en.htm.

462 European Commission Adopts Adequacy Decision on Japan, Creating the World's Largest Area of Safe Data Flows,
European Union (Brussels) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_|P-
19-421_en.htm.
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harmonizes data protection and privacy regulations in Japan with existing regulations in the EU,
particularly those in the EU General Data Protection Regulation.463

On 1 February 2019, the Japan-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (Japan-EU EPA) took
force.404 The Japan-EU EPA allows for greater collaboration between both parties in the fields of e-
commerce, intellectual property and small and medium-sized enterprises.*> The EPA also regulates
data transfers, the protection of IP, and the “free and secure cross-border flow of data” between
Japan and the EU.460

As of 1 February 2019, the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) between the EU and Japan
entered into force on a provisional basis.*7 The agreement will “strengthen cooperation” between
the two countries on many issues affecting both parties, such as “international peace and security,
cyber crime, energy security [and] climate change mitigation.”#68 The SPA will be in full force when
all EU members ratify the agreement in their respective legislatures.*6?

Japan has taken action to supportt the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge while respecting
applicable legal frameworks, as well as building privacy, data protection and intellectual property
rights protection through the enactment of the Japan-EU EPA. However, Japan has not yet
committed new actions to build consumer trust.

Thus, Japan receives a score of 0.
Abnalyst: Susha Guan

Korea: 0

Korea has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On December 2018, Korea updated the “Act on the Promotion of I'T Network Use and Information
Protection,” or the “Network Act.”470 The amendments to the act focus on aligning with the EU
General Data Protection Regulation in terms of protecting personal data in the hands of companies.

463 Japan data adequacy and economic partnership agreement will strengthen EU digital economy, DigitalEurope
(Brussels) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.digitaleurope.org/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/Japan-adequacy-press-release-23012019.pdf.

464 EU-Japan trade agreement enters into force, European Commission (Brussels) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 23
February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-785_en.htm.

465 Exchange of Diplomatic Notes concerning Entry into Force of the Agreement between the European Union and
Japan for an Economic Partnership, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 23
February 2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressle_000110.html.

466Japan—EU trade deal offers model for cross-border data rules, Nikkei Asian Review (Tokyo) 1 February 2019, Access
Date: 7 March 2019. https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-EU-trade-deal-offers-model-for-
cross-border-data-rules.

467 EU-Japan trade agreement enters into force, European Commission (Brussels) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 23
February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-785_en.htm.

468 EU-Japan trade agreement will enter into force on 1 February 2019, European Council of the European Union
(Brussels) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-
releases/2018/12/21/eu-japan-trade-agreement-will-enter-into-force-on-1-february-2019/.

469 EU-Japan trade agreement will enter into force on 1 February 2019, European Council of the European Union
(Brussels) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-
releases/2018/12/21/eu-japan-trade-agreement-will-enter-into-force-on-1-february-2019/.

*9South Korea Privacy Law Changes May Help EU Data Transfer Talks, Bloomberg Law (Washington DC) 22 February
2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://news.bloomberglaw.com/privacy-and-data-security/south-korea-privacy-
law-changes-may-help-eu-data-transfer-talks.
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As of 19 March 2019, the Korean Communications Commission will “limit data transfers to
countries that implemented data localization requirements.”*7!

On 17 December 2018, the Korean Ministry of Strategy and Finance devised the framework for 2019
economic policies, “with the goal of inclusive growth in mind.”#72 The Ministry outlined their priority
to promote innovative growth and a fair economy for the purpose of “boost the economy, work on
industrial restructuring, pursue inclusive growth, address mid- to long-term challenges.”#73

On 9 January 2019, the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) signed an agreement with
the Korean Intellectual Property Office. The memorandum of understanding, a patent prosecution
highway agreement, aims to develop a bilateral relationship in the field, streamline Saudi patent
registration procedures in Korea and to attract patent applications from Korea in Saudi Arabia. In
addition, it aimed to enhance the efficiency of patent granting procedures by the SAIP.474

On 7 March 2019, the Financial Services Commission released their roadmap for financial literacy for
the year.#’> Policies in this roadmap include enacting “a comprehensive bill on financial consumer
protection” and to reform the regulatory framework on “electronic financial business.”#7¢ The
roadmap also include aims to boost financial innovation, ensure “trust in finance” and secure
financial stability.*”

Korea has taken action to support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while
respecting applicable legal frameworks, as well as to build data protection through the update of the
Network Act and intellectual property protections. Though the Korean Ministry of Strategy and
Finance’s framework for their economic policies and the Financial Services Commission’s Financial
Policy Roadmap indicate opportunities to build consumer trust, there have not yet been actions that
follow through on those plans. In addition, Korea has not taken new actions to build privacy.

Thus, Kotea receives a score of 0.
Abnalyst: Susha Guan

Mexico: 0

Mexico has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 30 December 2018, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) took effect, a trade agreement which strengthened intellectual property (IP)

*LSouth Korea Privacy Law Changes May Help EU Data Transfer Talks, Bloomberg Law (Washington DC) 22 February
2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://news.bloomberglaw.com/privacy-and-data-security/south-korea-privacy-
law-changes-may-help-eu-data-transfer-talks.

729019 Economic Policies, Ministry of Economy and Finance (Sejong) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February
2019. http://english.moef.go.kr/pc/selectThPressCenterDtl.do?boardCd=N0001&seq=4600.

*739019 Economic Policies, Ministry of Economy and Finance (Sejong) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February
2019. http://english.moef.go.kr/pc/selectThPressCenterDtl.do?boardCd=N0001&seq=4600.

* saudi Authority for Intellectual Property Signed First PPH Agreement, Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property
(Seoul). 9 April 2019. Access Date: 24 June 2019. https://www.saip.gov.sa/en/saudi-authority-for-intellectual-property-
signed-first-pph-agreement/.

*”> Financial Policy Roadmap for 2019, Financial Services Commission (Seoul) 7 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019
http://meng.fsc.go.kr/common/pdfjs/web/viewer.html?file=/upload/press1/20190308085738_decadca7.pdf.

*’® Financial Policy Roadmap for 2019, Financial Services Commission (Seoul) 7 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019
http://meng.fsc.go.kr/common/pdfjs/web/viewer.html?file=/upload/press1/20190308085738_decadca7.pdf.

*7 Einancial Policy Roadmap for 2019, Financial Services Commission (Seoul) 7 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019
http://meng.fsc.go.kr/common/pdfjs/web/viewer.html?file=/upload/press1/20190308085738 decadca7.pdf.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
93



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

rights.#7® The CPTPP contains provisions which strengthen intellectual property rights protection
and enforcement by creating a “transparent and predictable standard” between Mexico and ten other
member countries. 4"

On 8 January 2019, Central Bank Governor Alejandro Diaz de Leén, Finance Minister Carlos Urzua,
and Finance Vice Minister Arturo Herrera outlined a plan to improve the electronic transfer payment
system, which would allow smartphones to complete transactions.*® The plan also includes revising
regulations for repurchase and securities lending transactions to allow more financial entities to
complete these operations. Improvements to the electronic transfer payment system will allow
smartphones to be used to execute transactions. President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador
committed to allow at least 30 million people to join operations, including vulnerable groups, and to
encourage entry of new companies into the stock market, as a part of the Program to Promote the
Financial Sector. Alejandro Diaz de Léon, governor of the Bank of Mexico, announced that the fiber
optic infrastructure of the Federal Electricity commission will be used to achieve connectivity
throughout the country.*8!

On 9 January 2019, the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI), the patent and trademark
administration body of Mexico, published information about the services IMPI offer.482 It explains
common administrative procedures for obtaining patents, trademark registration, requesting
bibliographic searches or patent document techniques, and the filing of lawsuits against patents.*83

On 28 January 2019, the National Center for Energy Control (CENACE) affirmed its commitment
to follow the “Ley General de Proteccién de Datos Personales en Posesion de Sujetos Obligados,” or
the General Law of the Protection of Personal Data in Possession of Obliged Subjects.”#84 This
commitment consists of training CENACE staff on protecting personal data, coordinating with
energy-related government agencies to handle personal data appropriately and issuing privacy notices
to CENACE’s administrative bodies to inform them of how their data will be used.*>

Mexico has worked to build consumer trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights
protection through its Program to Promote the Final Sector, its entry into the CPTPP and
CENACE’s implementation of personal data protections. However, Mexico has not taken action in

478 At long last, 11-member Pacific trade deal takes effect, Japan Times (Tokyo) 30 December 2018. Access Date: 7

March 2019. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/12/30/business/long-last-11-member-pacific-trade-deal-takes-
effect/.

" How to read the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), Global Affairs
Canada (Ottawa) 15 February 2019. https://international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-
commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/chapter_summaries-sommaires_chapitres.aspx?lang=eng.

8 Mexico launches major new initiative to boost financial sector, Business News Americas (Santiago) 9 January 2019.
Access Date: 17 February 2019. http://www.bnamericas.com/en/news/privatization/mexico-launches-major-initiative-
to-boost-financial-sector.

81 Mexico launches major new initiative to boost financial sector, Business News Americas (Santiago) 9 January 2019.
Access Date: 17 February 2019. http://www.bnamericas.com/en/news/privatization/mexico-launches-major-initiative-
to-boost-financial-sector.

82 servicios que ofrece el IMPI, Instituto Mexicano de la Propiedad industrial (Mexico City) 9 January 2019. Access
Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.gob.mx/impi/acciones-y-programas/servicios-que-ofrece-el-impi.

8 Servicios que ofrece el IMPI, Instituto Mexicano de la Propiedad industrial (Mexico City) 9 January 2019. Access
Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.gob.mx/impi/acciones-y-programas/servicios-que-ofrece-el-impi.

8% CENACE refrenda su compromiso con el respeto y proteccion de datos personales, National Energy Control Center
(Mexico City) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.gob.mx/cenace/articulos/cenace-
refrenda-su-compromiso-con-el-respeto-y-proteccion-de-datos-personales.

“85 CENACE refrenda su compromiso con el respeto y proteccién de datos personales, National Energy Control Center
(Mexico City) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 17 February 2019. https://www.gob.mx/cenace/articulos/cenace-
refrenda-su-compromiso-con-el-respeto-y-proteccion-de-datos-personales.
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“supporting the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal
frameworks.”

Thus, Mexico receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Alykban Jetha

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 1 January 2019, Russia implemented the “honest mark labelling system,” which is part of the
amended Consumer Protection Act.#8¢ This system mandates that certain consumer products must
be marked with labels containing a QR code to prevent counterfeiting.*8” Manufacturers, importers,
distributors, suppliers and retailers are required to submit information on the circulation of the
products.*88 The new labelling requirements will be monitored by consumer supervisory authority
Rospotrebnadzor to ensure compliance.*® Russia also proposed to increase fines by three to six
times for the sale of poor quality products, providing misleading information and failure to provide
information about products and services.*?

On 21 January 2019, Roskomnadzor, Russia’s federal executive body for censorship and
telecommunications regulation, “opened administrative proceedings” against Facebook and Twitter
for not elaborating on how the platforms will store data.*! Roskomnadzor emphasizes that these
platforms must comply with legislation that requires all servers which store personal data of Russians
must be stored inside Russia.

On 13 February 2019, the Government of the Russian Federation issues the Executive Order N 146
“On approval of the Rules for the organization and implementation of state control and supervision
of the processing of personal data.” The order requires the state agency Roskomnadzor to carry out
periodical review of data operators once every three years to prevent violations of the Federal Law
“On personal data” as a measure to build information services consumers trust.492

*8 Russia: Recent developments in Russian consumer protection law, Noerr (Moscow) 17 January 2019. Access Date:

21 February 2019. https://www.noerr.com/en/newsroom/News/russia-recent-developments-in-russian-consumer-
protection-law.aspx?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original.

87 Russia: Recent developments in Russian consumer protection law, Noerr (Moscow) 17 January 2019. Access Date:
21 February 2019. https://www.noerr.com/en/newsroom/News/russia-recent-developments-in-russian-consumer-
protection-law.aspx?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original.

*88 Russia: Recent developments in Russian consumer protection law, Noerr (Moscow) 17 January 2019. Access Date:
21 February 2019. https://www.noerr.com/en/newsroom/News/russia-recent-developments-in-russian-consumer-
protection-law.aspx?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original.

*8 Russia: Recent developments in Russian consumer protection law, Noerr (Moscow) 17 January 2019. Access Date:
21 February 2019. https://www.noerr.com/en/newsroom/News/russia-recent-developments-in-russian-consumer-
protection-law.aspx?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original.

99 Russia: Recent developments in Russian consumer protection law, Noerr (Moscow) 17 January 2019. Access Date:
21 February 2019. https://www.noerr.com/en/newsroom/News/russia-recent-developments-in-russian-consumer-
protection-law.aspx?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original.

1 Russia opens civil cases against Facebook, Twitter: report, Reuters (Moscow) 21 January 2019. Access Date: 8 March
2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-facebook/russia-opens-civil-cases-against-facebook-twitter-report-
idUSKCN1PFORX.

92 Executive Order on Personal Data Operators Review Approved 15 February 2019(in Russian). Access Date: 14 May
2019. https://rkn.gov.ru/news/rsoc/news65696.htm.
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On 27 March 2019, the Ministry of Communications of the Russian Federation presented the draft
law on digital profiles. Digital profiles will allow individuals, entrepreneurs and governmental bodies
to exchange information briefly. Individual’s digital profile will allow using various governmental
services as well as financial services such as credit scoring. Private enterprises, on the other hand, will
have better access to taxation instruments. This initiative is designed as a measure to improve privacy
protection, but at the same time it eases flow of information between various entities thus supporting
free flow of information.*93

On 9 April 2019, the Government of the Russian Federation amended the maintenance rules of the
Unified Register of Russian Software. The amendment requires that only Russian nationals and
Russian companies are allowed to modernize and maintain software included in the Register. This
amendment is basically aimed at improving data protection, but could also be viewed as a measure to
enhance intellectual property rights protection. 9

On 6 May 2019, the Government of the Russian Federation approved the procedure for digital
marking of consumer goods. The order also implies establishment of an information system that will
contain all the relevant information concerning consumer goods that have to be marked with a
special code. The system will provide consumers with product data upon the request.49>

Russia has taken action to build data protection, consumer trust, consumer privacy and intellectual
property rights protection and has taken actions to support the free flow of information, ideas and
knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks.

Thus, Russia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Florence Chan

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment to support the free flow of information,
ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer
trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

As of 3 December 2018, Saudi Arabia has a “freedom of information and protection of private data
law under review by the Advisory Shoura Council.”#¢ As of 6 March 2019, the law has not been
ratified.

On 11 December 2018, the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
(CITC) launched a partnership with Chinese telecommunications manufacturer Huawei to launch the
country’s first Internet of Things (IoT) lab with a fund of USD1 million.#7 This partnership is part
of the Kingdom’s plan to build the knowledge economy through building up local skillsets, accelerate

493 Ministry of Communications to Present Draft Law on Individual Digital Profile 27 March 2019 (in Russian). Access
Date: 14 May 2019. https://digital.ac.gov.ru/news/824.

*%* Government Amends Procedure for Maintaining the Unified Register of Russian Software 09 April 2019 (in Russian).
Access Date: 14 May 2019. https://digital.ac.gov.ru/news/887.

%% Cabinet Approved Procedure for Digital Marking of Goods 6 May 2019 (In Russian). Access Date: 14 May 2019.
https://digital.ac.gov.ru/news/933.

% New EU data protection law a harbinger of change, Saudi Gazette (Jeddah) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 25
February 2019. http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/549425.

497 Ministry Of ICT Partners With Huawei To Launch First loT Lab In Saudi Arabia, Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology (Riyadh) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 6 March 2019. https://www.mcit.gov.sa/en/media-
center/news/137055.
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the adoption of digital technologies and promote innovation of information and communications
technologies.*8

On 2 January 2019, the CITC launched a document about the modernization of SMS service
conditions to improve the service of SMS services and their delivery conditions. The purpose of this
launch was to enhance both competition in the telecom market and user experiences.*?

On 9 January 2019, the CITC organized a workshop for the information and communications
technology (ICT) sector with the National Risk Unit. The aim of the workshop was to define
national risk, its objectives, principles and methodology and increase awareness amongst ICT
stakeholders about identifying and assessing risks.>00

On 9 January 2019, the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) signed an agreement with
the Korean Intellectual Property Office. The memorandum of understanding, a patent prosecution
highway agreement, aims to develop a bilateral relationship in the field, streamline Saudi patent
registration procedures in Korea and to attract patent applications from Korea in Saudi Arabia. In
addition, it aimed to enhance the efficiency of patent granting procedures by the SAIP.501

On 17 February 2019, the CITC launched a public consultation document on a draft of the IoT
regulatory framework and on the “Special Conditions for Type B Licenses” for the provision of
Internet access services.>02

On 19 February 2019, Saudi Arabia’s Digital Transformation Team, in collaboration with Indonesia’s
Ministry of Communication and Information, held a two-day workshop aiming to advance digital
cooperation between the two states.>> Both parties signed a memorandum of understanding, which
in part, commits to developing “joint centres for digital innovation,” collaborating in research and
development of digital technologies and allowing exchange of information on “Information
Technology (IT) policies, techniques and regulations.”>04

On 20 February 2019, the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia in collaboration with Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence and Chairman of the Centre of Excellence for Data Analytics to the
Republic of India, and the Ministry of Communications and information Technology signed two

498 MCIT, Huawei launch Kingdom’s first l1oT Lab, Arab News (Riyadh) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 6 March 2019.

http://www.arabnews.com/node/1418626/corporate-news.

itsso cldlysaldl 8803wy wlasdgadl ol v 2b 535y OISS s psaedl sz 5320 by sus wSd 3 8% JSlys !
,Suoddl, Communications and Information Technology Commission (Riyadh) 2 January 2019. Access Date: 24 June
2%19. https://www.citc.gov.sa/ar/mediacenter/pressreleases/Pages/2019010201.aspx.

s wldlyowldl 808wy wlagdead! aSEw i, Jag aSsdw Lblgadl ssubadl glbgd wldlpowldl 8sudws wlasdeadl,
Communications and Information Technology Commission (Riyadh) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 24 June 2019.
https://www.citc.gov.sa/ar/mediacenter/pressreleases/Pages/2019010902.aspx.

0% saudi Authority for Intellectual Property Signed First PPH Agreement, Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property
(Seoul). 9 April 2019. Access Date: 24 June 2019. https://www.saip.gov.sa/en/saudi-authority-for-intellectual-property-
signed-first-pph-agreement/.

%% 550 OlJlpoldl Bsudos wlasdead! wlew v 2ob 83swy Ll ohsis s aspedl Jlsz Bgpun bl Sasbyod
wgowold slsgaldl, Communications and Information Technology Commission (Riyadh) 17 February 2019. Access Date:
24 June 2019. https://www.citc.gov.sa/ar/mediacenter/pressreleases/Pages/2019021701.aspx.

*% |ndonesia and Saudi Arabia hold workshop for digital collaboration, OpenGov Asia (Singapore) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.opengovasia.com/indonesia-and-saudi-arabia-hold-workshop-for-digital-
collaboration/.

> |ndonesia and Saudi Arabia hold workshop for digital collaboration, OpenGov Asia (Singapore) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.opengovasia.com/indonesia-and-saudi-arabia-hold-workshop-for-digital-
collaboration/.
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memorandums aimed at localization of technology, transfer of knowledge within Saudi Arabia.>0
The memorandum is in line with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, preparing the way “for a future digital
society, digital government, and thriving digital economy.”500

Saudi Arabia has taken new actions in two features: supporting the free flow of information, ideas,
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks and intellectual property rights
protection. However, Saudi Arabia has failed to take new actions in the other four features: building
consumer trust, consumer privacy, data protection.

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Diego Vasquez,

South Africa: -1

South Africa has not complied with its commitment to support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

On 28 March 2019, the upper house of the South African Parliament, the National Council of
Provinces, passed the Copyright Amendment Bill.597 South African Minister of Trade and Industry
Rob Davies says this bill updates South Aftrica’s regulatory framework on copyright and that the bill
“allows fair use of copyright works.”>%® As of 16 April 2019, South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has yet to sign the bill into law.50?

South Africa has taken action to build protection of intellectual property rights with the Copyright
Amendment Bill, but the bill has yet to become law. Otherwise, South Africa has not taken new
actions to support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable
legal frameworks. In addition, South Africa has not taken actions to build consumer trust, privacy
and data protection.

Thus, South Africa receives a score of —1.
Apnalyst: Shafna Kallil

Turkey: 0

Turkey has partially complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer trust,
privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

305 Ministry Of ICT Concludes Partnerships With Major Indian Companies For Technology Localization, Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology (Riyadh) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
https://www.mcit.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/145668.

306 Ministry Of ICT Concludes Partnerships With Major Indian Companies For Technology Localization, Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology (Riyadh) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
https://www.mcit.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/145668.

7 parliament Passed 11 Bills Today, Parliament of the Republic of South Africa (Cape Town) 28 March 2019. Access
Date: 3 May 2019. https://www.parliament.gov.za/press-releases/parliament-passed-11-bills-today.

*% The National Assembly Passed the Copyright Amendment Bill, the Performers’ Protection Amendment Bill and the
Gambling Amendment Bill, Africanews (Cape Town) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 3 May 2019.
https://www.africanews.com/2018/12/06/the-national-assembly-passed-the-copyright-amendment-bill-the-
performers-protection-amendment-bill-and-the-gambling-amendment-bill/

309 Ramaphosa petitioned not to sign Copyright Amendment Bill into law, The Sunday Times (Johannesburg) 16 April
2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-04-16-ramaphosa-petitioned-
not-to-sign-copyright-amendment-bill-into-law/.
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On 1 January 2019, Turkey implemented Law 7155 which requires a mediation procedure before
instituting court action for commercial disputes, including the collection of receivables or
compensation claims.>10 Intellectual property disputes involving monetary compensation claims are
included under this provision, which encompasses trademark and patent disputes, copyright
infringements involving compensation claims, disputes regarding payment of calculation of
remuneration for employee inventions and designs and disputes regarding license agreements.>!!

On 18 February 2019, the Turkish Data Protection Authority (DPA) introduced the procedure that
should be followed by data controllers in the event of a data breach under the purview of the Turkish
Data Protection Law.512 The new procedure includes provisions such as the responsibility for the
data controller to notify the DPA of the data breach within 72 hours after becoming aware of the
breach, to notify the concerned data subjects in the shortest time possible following the
determination of affected individuals, to document effects and measures taken regarding the data
breach and explain any reasons if the notification to the DPA is not made within 72 hours.>!3

On 1 April 2019, the Data Officers Registry Information System registration (VERBIS) for public
institutions began.54 Data processing companies in Turkey and non-resident legal entities must
appoint a representative and register with VERBIS.515 Administrative fines will be applied to those
responsible for personal data if the disclosure requirement is not fulfilled, if VERBIS is not registered
or if data security is violated and necessary measures are not taken.51¢

Turkey has taken action to build privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights. However,
Turkey has not taken action to build consumer trust, and support the free flow of information, ideas
and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks.

Thus, Turkey receives a score of 0.

Apnalyst: Florence Chan

310 Turkey Introduces Mandatory Mediation for Money-Related IP Disputes, Managing Intellectual Property (Istanbul) 4

February 2019. Access Date: 9 April 2019. https://www.managingip.com/Article/3857104/Turkey-Turkey-introduces-
mandatory-mediation-for-money-related-IP-disputes.html?Articleld=3857104.

511Turkey Introduces Mandatory Mediation for Money-Related IP Disputes, Managing Intellectual Property (Istanbul) 4
February 2019. Access Date: 9 April 2019. https://www.managingip.com/Article/3857104/Turkey-Turkey-introduces-
mandatory-mediation-for-money-related-IP-disputes.html?Articleld=3857104.

22 Tyrkish Data Protection Authority Announces The Procedure To Be Taken By Companies In Cases Of Data Breaches,
Mondagq (Istanbul) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
http://www.mondag.com/turkey/x/783136/data+protection/Turkish+Data+Protection+Authority+Announces+The+Pro
cedure+To+Be+Taken+By+Companies+In+Cases+Of+Data+Breaches.

1 Turkish Data Protection Authority Announces The Procedure To Be Taken By Companies In Cases Of Data Breaches,
Mondagq (Istanbul) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
http://www.mondag.com/turkey/x/783136/data+protection/Turkish+Data+Protection+Authority+Announces+The+Pro
cedure+To+Be+Taken+By+Companies+In+Cases+Of+Data+Breaches.

> Facebook sends 30-page plea to Turkish data protection authority, Daily Sabah (Ankara) 25 March 2019. Access
Date: 11 April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/technology/2019/03/25/facebook-sends-30-page-plea-to-turkish-
data-protection-authority.

*13 Facebook sends 30-page plea to Turkish data protection authority, Daily Sabah (Ankara) 25 March 2019. Access
Date: 11 April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/technology/2019/03/25/facebook-sends-30-page-plea-to-turkish-
data-protection-authority.

>18 Facebook sends 30-page plea to Turkish data protection authority, Daily Sabah (Ankara) 25 March 2019. Access
Date: 11 April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/technology/2019/03/25/facebook-sends-30-page-plea-to-turkish-
data-protection-authority.
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United Kingdom: 0

The United Kingdom has partially complied with its commitment to support the free flow of
information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to
build consumer trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.

On 6 January 2019, the UK Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport contributed
GBP400,000 to the Digital Inclusion Innovation Fund, part of which was to a project which will
introduce “smart homes” for “older and disabled people” in rural areas.5!7 This initiative encourages
the attainment of digital skills through learning from fellow elders, especially regarding the operation
of smart technologies within their smart home.>!8

On 28 January 2019, the UK Information Commissioner’s Office issued guidance to organizations
currently sharing personal data with organizations in the European Economic Arena (EEA).51 The
Commissioner’s Office warned these organization that they may need to take extra measures to
comply with data protection laws if the UK Parliament does not ratify an exit agreement with the
European Union. Personal data transfers from the UK to the EEA will remain the same as the UK
does not plan to impose any additional requirements.>20

On 31 January 2019, Digital Secretary Jeremy Wright announced that the Government will
contribute GBP30 million, to the Social Tech Venture Fund. The government intends that their
contribution will further allow for greater access to finance for “socially transformative” and
innovative technology that promotes community connectedness.2!

On 31 January 2019, Digital Secretary Jeremy Wright announced that the government would be
contributing GBP700,000 to a “data trust” pilot project.’2 The Open Data Institute and the
Government’s Office for Artificial Intelligence-run project will facilitate data exchange between
organizations with raw data and those who are able to process it. This project aims to capitalize the

> Smart homes' to help older and disabled people get digital skills and tackle loneliness in rural areas, Department of

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (London) 6 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/smart-homes-to-help-older-and-disabled-people-get-digital-skills-and-tackle-
loneliness-in-rural-areas.

8 Smart homes' to help older and disabled people get digital skills and tackle loneliness in rural areas, Department of
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (London) 6 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/smart-homes-to-help-older-and-disabled-people-get-digital-skills-and-tackle-
loneliness-in-rural-areas.

> Data Protection and Brexit - Is your organisation prepared?, Department of Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
(London) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 6 March 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/data-protection-and-
brexit-is-your-organisation-prepared.

520 Data Protection and Brexit - Is your organisation prepared?, Department of Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
(London) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 6 March 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/data-protection-and-
brexit-is-your-organisation-prepared.

321 Digital revolution to use the power of data to combat illegal wildlife trade and reduce food waste, Department of
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (London) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/digital-revolution-to-use-the-power-of-data-to-combat-illegal-wildlife-trade-
and-reduce-food-waste.

322 Digital revolution to use the power of data to combat illegal wildlife trade and reduce food waste, Department of
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (London) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/digital-revolution-to-use-the-power-of-data-to-combat-illegal-wildlife-trade-
and-reduce-food-waste.
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“power of data exchange” in a in a “safe, fair and ethical way” between these entities to tackle global
issues.>?

The United Kingdom has taken action in supporting the free flow of information, ideas, and
knowledge while respecting applicable legal frameworks and has worked in building consumer trust,
consumer privacy, and data protection. The United Kingdom has not currently undertaken any
initiatives to improve intellectual property rights.

Thus, the United Kingdom receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Shafna Kallil

United States: -1

The United States has not complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of information,
ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to build consumer
trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 6 December 2018, the US Department of Commerce and the National Institute of Standards and
Technology announced a green paper to modernize the U.S. system of technology transfer and
innovation.>24 The green paper outlines actions which would create a better return on investment in
the United States government’s yearly investment in research and development of USD150 billion.
The actions also aim to develop a modern, user friendly federal intellectual property (IP) data
reporting system to more effectively track IP and streamline regulations.>?> However, this green
paper merely a “discussion document, not a policy commitment or decision by the [United States]
federal government.”526

On 30 January 2019, the United States Patent and Trademark Office announced their ratification of
the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually
Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled.>?” This treaty would protect intellectual property rights of
blind, visually impaired, or print disable people as well as expand their access to information and
resources. It would also allow limited copyright exceptions for the reproduction of published works
in formats accessible to these people.>28

323 Digital revolution to use the power of data to combat illegal wildlife trade and reduce food waste, Department of

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (London) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/digital-revolution-to-use-the-power-of-data-to-combat-illegal-wildlife-trade-
and-reduce-food-waste.

324 commerce’s NIST Announces Actions to Stimulate Commercialization of Federally Funded R&D, National Institute of
Standards and Technology (Gaithersburg) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 18 February 2019.
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2018/12/commerces-nist-announces-actions-stimulate-commercialization-
federally.

3% Commerce’s NIST Announces Actions to Stimulate Commercialization of Federally Funded R&D, National Institute of
Standards and Technology (Gaithersburg) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 18 February 2019.
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2018/12/commerces-nist-announces-actions-stimulate-commercialization-
federally.

3% commerce’s NIST Announces Actions to Stimulate Commercialization of Federally Funded R&D, National Institute of
Standards and Technology (Gaithersburg) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 18 February 2019.
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2018/12/commerces-nist-announces-actions-stimulate-commercialization-
federally.

3?7 S. ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty, United States Patent and Trademark Office (Washington) 30 January 2019.
Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/news-updates/us-ratification-marrakesh-treaty.

3?8 S. ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty, United States Patent and Trademark Office (Washington) 30 January 2019.
Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/news-updates/us-ratification-marrakesh-treaty.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
101



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

The United States has taken action to build intellectual property rights protection in its ratification of
the Marrakesh Treaty. However, the United States has not taken any new actions to support the free
flow of information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks; to build
consumer trust; to build privacy; and to build data protection.

Thus, the United States receives a score of —1.
Apnalyst: Omolade Ogunsanya

European Union: +1

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to “support the free flow of
information, ideas and knowledge, while respecting applicable legal frameworks, and working to
build consumer trust, privacy, data protection and intellectual property rights protection.”

On 7 December 2018, the European Commission presented a plan to “foster the development and
use of artificial intelligence (Al) in Europe” between EU members, Norway, Switzerland and the
European Commission.52 The parties will act jointly to increase investment in Al, availability of data,
and to ensure trust in Al that is “cutting-edge, ethical and secure.”530

On 10 December 2018, the EU struck a “political agreement” on the Cyber-Security Act, which
strengthens the European Union Agency for Network and Information and Security (ENISA).53!
The Act reinforces the ENISA’s mandate and empower EU members to handle cybersecurity threats
and attacks through creating an EU framework for “cybersecurity certification, boosting the
cybersecurity of online services and consumer devices.”>32

On 22 January 2019, the European Union reached an agreement on the revised Directive on Open
Data and Public Sector Information.>33 This directive stipulates rules and guidelines for the
facilitation of the reuse of public sector data in accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), the 2003 EU Open Data Policy and the current reality of data in the present
day. These data will be used by a variety of actors with the intention to spark innovation within the
EU.534

On 1 February 2019, the Japan-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (Japan-EU EPA) took
force.5% The Japan-EU EPA allows for greater collaboration between both parties in the fields of e-
commerce, intellectual property and small and medium-sized enterprises.’3¢ The EPA also regulates

52 Member States and Commission to work together to boost artificial intelligence “made in Europe,” European

Commission (Brussels) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_|IP-18-
6689_en.htm.

>3% Member States and Commission to work together to boost artificial intelligence “made in Europe,” European
Commission (Brussels) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_|IP-18-
6689_en.htm.

ey negotiators agree on strengthening Europe's cybersecurity, European Commission (Brussels) 10 December 2018.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-6759_en.htm.

2y negotiators agree on strengthening Europe's cybersecurity, European Commission (Brussels) 10 December 2018.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-6759_en.htm.

333 Digital Single Market: EU negotiators agree on new rules for sharing of public sector data, European Commission
(Brussels) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-525_en.htm.
>34 Digital Single Market: EU negotiators agree on new rules for sharing of public sector data, European Commission
(Brussels) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-525_en.htm.
33 EU-Japan trade agreement enters into force, European Commission (Brussels) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 23
February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-785_en.htm.

536 Exchange of Diplomatic Notes concerning Entry into Force of the Agreement between the European Union and
Japan for an Economic Partnership, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 23
February 2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressle_000110.html.
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data transfers, the protection of IP, and the “free and secure cross-border flow of data” between
Japan and the EU.537

On 4 April 2019, the European Parliament passed the “Open Data and Public Sector Information
Directive.”538 This directive revises existing regulations that govern the use of public sector data for
commercial and non-commercial purposes.>? The revised regulations aim to reduce market barriers
for small and medium-sized enterprises and increase the availability of data for non-large
companies.>? As well, the regulations of this directive were revised to comply with the EU General
Data Protection Regulation.>*!

On 15 April 2019, the Council of the EU adopted the EU Copyright Directive.52 The directive
updates the existing legal framework on copyright to strengthen copyright protection within the EU
in the “digital single market.”>*3> The new regulations offers copyright reforms for authors and
performers, allowing them to upload copyright protected content on platforms legally.>#

The European Union has taken action to support the free flow of information, ideas and knowledge,
while respecting applicable legal frameworks; to build consumer trust; to build privacy; to build data
protection; and to build intellectual property rights protection.

Thus, the European Union receives a score of +1.

Apnalyst: Omolade Ogunsanya

537Japan—EU trade deal offers model for cross-border data rules, Nikkei Asian Review (Brussels) 1 February 2019,

Access Date: 7 March 2019. https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-EU-trade-deal-offers-model-
for-cross-border-data-rules.

538 Digital Single Market: Commission welcomes European Parliament's vote on new rules for sharing public sector
data, European Commission (Brussels) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_ STATEMENT-19-1935_en.htm.

339 Digital Single Market: Commission welcomes European Parliament's vote on new rules for sharing public sector
data, European Commission (Brussels) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_ STATEMENT-19-1935_en.htm.

340 Proposal for a revision of the Public Sector Information (PSI) Directive, European Commission (Brussels) 24 January
2019. https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/proposal-revision-public-sector-information-psi-directive.

34 Digital Single Market: Commission welcomes European Parliament's vote on new rules for sharing public sector
data, European Commission (Brussels) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_ STATEMENT-19-1935_en.htm.

342 Copyright reform clears final hurdle: Commission welcomes approval of modernised rules fit for digital age,
European Commission (Luxembourg) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_IP-19-2151_en.htm.

ey adjusts copyright rules to the digital age, Council of the European Union (Brussels) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 3
May 2019. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/eu-adjusts-copyright-rules-to-the-
digital-age/.

>4 Copyright reform clears final hurdle: Commission welcomes approval of modernised rules fit for digital age,
European Commission (Luxembourg) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_IP-19-2151_en.htm.
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4. Employment: Skills Development

[We remain committed to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of Work by promoting...]
vocational training and skills development, [including reskilling workers and improving labour
conditions in all forms of employment, recognizing the importance of social dialogue in this area,
including work delivered through digital platforms, with a focus on promoting labour formalization
and making social protection systems strong and portable, subject to national law and circumstances.|

Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration

Assessment

No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance

Argentina 0

Australia +1

Brazil 0

Canada +1

China 0

France +1

Germany +1

India +1

Indonesia +1

Italy 0

Japan -1

o

Korea

o

Mexico

Russia +1

Saudi Arabia

South Aftrica

Turkey

OO

United Kingdom

United States +1

European Union +1

Average Score +0.40

Background

Despite a growing body of research in this area, there is no universally accepted definition of what
exactly the “Future of Work” encompasses>* nor of how to best prepare or build for it.>4¢ G20
members came together at a time of financial crisis in order to coordinate their efforts to boost the
global economy as the US financial crisis spread into Europe and Asia. With high unemployment and
instability across all sectors, the ‘Future of Work™ has been a focus for leaders since their initial
meeting, though the term was not yet used.>*’ Today, with the economic crisis no longer affecting

** The Future of Work: A Literature Review, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 1 March 2018. Access Date: 11

January 2019. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
inst/documents/publication/wcms_625866.pdf.

**® The Future of Work: A Literature Review, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 1 March 2018. Access Date: 11
January 2019. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
inst/documents/publication/wcms_625866.pdf.

** London Summit — Leader’s Statement (London) 2 April 2009. Access Date: 5 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0402.pdf.
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millions globally, the ‘Future of Work’ is impacted by broader trends such as technology, climate
change, globalization, and demography. Each are contributing challenges to a stable labour force.>48

One method to prepare a labour force to face these challenges is through vocational training.>%
Promoting education on the roles that technology, climate change, globalization, and demography
play in the global economy is essential, as is teaching about how to protect those most at risk of these
challenges. These present a strategy for all members of the G20 at a time when job security and
economic stability are not guaranteed.

The links between the economy and human members of the labour forces being affected by the 2008
global financial crisis was recognized in the 2009 London Summit G20 Action Plan for Recovery and
Reform.>0 There is clear mention of the “human dimension” of the crisis, and members supported
employment “by stimulating growth, investing in education and training.”>>!

At the 2009 Pittsburgh Summit, the summit chair invited relevant ministers to review the
International Labour Organization (ILO) findings for “the impact of policies [that have been]
adopted, report on whether further measures are desirable, and consider medium-term employment
and skills development policies, social protection programs, and best practices to ensure workers are
prepared to take advantage of advances in science and technology.”552

With global unemployment rates still high, G20 members acknowledged in their statement that “it is
no longer sufficient to train workers to meet their specific current needs; we should ensure access to
training programs that support lifelong skills development and focus on future market needs”>33 and
that it is up to developed countries to support developing ones to build their capacity in this area.>>*

By the 2010 Toronto Summit, the meetings requested in Pittsburgh for relevant labour and
employment ministers had occurred, of whom agreed to “place quality jobs at the heart of the
recovery.”’>% Retraining and skills development for advanced economies was listed as a labour market
reform priority in the 2010 Framework for Strong, Sustainable and Balanced Growth.>>¢

>

At the 2010 Seoul Summit, jobs continued to be “at the heart of the recovery,” with greater focus on
accelerating the recovery and growth of low-income countries (LLICs).>57 Contrary to the Toronto
Summit, vocational training and skills development was mostly described as a strategy for LICs in the

**® The Future of Work: A Literature Review, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 1 March 2018. Access Date: 11

January 2019. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
inst/documents/publication/wcms_625866.pdf.

3% 520 Leaders' Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development, G20 Research Group (Toronto)
1 December 2018. Access Date: 7 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html.
5% | ondon Summit — Leader’s Statement (London) 2 April 2009. Access Date: 5 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0402.pdf.

>*1 | ondon Summit — Leader’s Statement (London) 2 April 2009. Access Date: 5 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0402.pdf.

%2520 Leaders Statement: The Pittsburgh Summit, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 24-25 September 2009. Access
Date: 6 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0925.html.

%3 520 Leaders Statement: The Pittsburgh Summit, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 24-25 September 2009. Access
Date: 6 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0925.html.

> 520 Leaders Statement: The Pittsburgh Summit, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 24-25 September 2009. Access
Date: 6 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0925.html.

> Draft G20 Toronto Summit Declaration, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 27 June 2010. Access Date: 6 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/to-leakedcommunique.html.

5% Draft G20 Toronto Summit Declaration, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 27 June 2010. Access Date: 6 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/to-leakedcommunique.html.

>>’ The G20 Seoul Summit Leaders’ Declaration, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 11 November 2010. Access Date: 6
January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/g20seoul.pdf.
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Seoul Development Consensus for Shared Growth and its Multi-Year Action Plan on
Development.58 A High-Level Panel was established for the purpose of providing infrastructure
financing recommendations and reviews for Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) as they
implement their policy frameworks, of which may include plans for skill development.55?

At the 2011 Cannes Summit, the High-Level Panel chaired by Mr. Tidjane Thiam was responsible for
finding new measures to scale-up and diversify sources of financing for infrastructure as requested by
MDBs in developing a joint action plan to address bottlenecks.’°G20 members recommended
supporting the development of local capacities to improve supply and quality of projects, make them
bankable and enhance knowledge sharing on skills for employment in low income countries.>¢!
However, vocational training and skills development all but remained off of the key priorities in
addressing the slower-than-expected recovery of the West or ‘Future of Work’.

Education, vocational training and skills development to improve labour conditions was reintroduced
by the host, Mexico, at the 2012 Los Cabos Summit. The G20 made commitments to “intensify our
efforts to strengthen cooperation in education, skills development and training policies.”*62 The
commitments in the issue area of employment sought to achieve greater social protection systems
and addressed youth and minority populations.563

At the 2013 St. Petersburg Summit, members advocated for “coordinated and integrated public
policies” covering macroeconomic, financial, fiscal, education, skills development, innovation,
employment and social protection issues to increase the quality and productivity of jobs, with the
exchange of country-specific plans or sets of actions, developed as appropriate according to our
different constitutional circumstances.’** Members also promoted continued investment in people’s
skills, quality education and life-long learning programs to give them skill portability and better
prospects, to facilitate mobility and enhance employability.

With skills and training unmentioned, the 2014 Brisbane Summit emphasized education in two ways:
1) as a tool for young people and members ability to reduce youth unemployment6® and 2) in its
relationship to financial security and anti-corruption.>¢ This approach was inconsistent with
commitments and priorities made by the previous two hosts, where vocational training and skills
development was interpreted as a means to improving labour conditions and strengthening social
systems.

¥ The Seoul Summit Document, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 11 November 2010. Access Date: 6 January 2019.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/g20seoul-doc.pdf.

> The Seoul Summit Document, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 11 November 2010. Access Date: 6 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/g20seoul-doc.pdf.

> Cannes Summit Final Declaration — Building Our Common Future: Renewed Collective Action for the Benefit of All,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 4 November 2011. Access Date: 6 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2011/2011-cannes-declaration-111104-en.html.

%% Cannes Summit Final Declaration — Building Our Common Future: Renewed Collective Action for the Benefit of All,
G20 Research Group (Toronto) 4 November 2011. Access Date: 6 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2011/2011-cannes-declaration-111104-en.html.

%62 G20 Leaders’ Declaration, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 19 June 2012. Access Date: 6 June 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2012/2012-0619-loscabos.html.

%3 520 Leaders’ Declaration, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 19 June 2012. Access Date: 6 June 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2012/2012-0619-loscabos.html.

%% 520 Leaders’ Declaration, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 6 September 2013. Access Date: 6 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html.

%% G20 Leaders’ Communiqué, G320 Research Group (Toronto) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 6 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1116-communique.html.

*%% 2014 Financial Inclusion Action Plan, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2 September 2014. Access Date: 6 January
2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014_g20_financial_inclusion_action_plan.pdf.
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At the 2015 Antalya Summit, the G20 Skills Strategy for Developing and Using Skills for the 21st
Century was released in partnerships with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and with feedback from the ILO.567 The strategy invited the investment of
skills for both the macroeconomic gains of G20 GDP and reduction of inequality and poverty, and
was a supporting document of the summit.>8 This robust understanding of what skills development
and vocational training can provide at its relationship to social inclusion and labour formalization is
very aligned with the current commitments in 2019.

At the 2016 Hangzhou Summit, the G20 recognized “that the digital economy may pose risks and
challenges in terms of skills shortages and mismatches and rising inequality for those who might be
left behind because they lack skills”5% and that it is “important to promote the dissemination of
digital skills and more competitive workforces through cooperation among academic institutions and
technical schools, libraries, businesses and community organizations.>7

At the 2017 Hamburg Summit, digitalization as an enabler of new and better jobs but for skills and
social protection was recognized, with vocational training and skills development at the forefront of
the Leaders’ Declaration.’’! Few commitments were made in the area of employment, with less
linking education to secure social systems or digitization as an enabler of this education.

Finally, the 2018 Buenos Aires Summit focused on the following three pillars; the future of work,
infrastructure for development, a sustainable food future and incorporated a gender mainstreaming
strategy. The commitment under review falls under the Future of Work category as a response to
unsynchronized global economic growth and financial and geopolitical vulnerabilities being caused.572

Commitment Features

As part of a longer and broader statement, the G20 committed to building an inclusive, fair and
sustainable Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development. This includes
the reskilling of workers and improving labour conditions in all forms of employment, recognizing
the importance of social dialogue in this area, including work delivered through digital platforms,
with a focus on promoting labour formalization and making social protection systems strong and
portable, subject to national law and circumstances.

This commitment should be read and broken down into two parts: vocational training and skill
development.

The commitment upon members is to promote vocational training and skills development, including
through the following three methods;

1. Reskilling workers;

" The G20 Skills Strategy for Developing and Using Skills for the 21* Century, OECD (Paris) 23 July 2015. Access Date: 7

July 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/The-G20-Skills-Strategy-Policies-for-Developing-and-Using-Skills-for-21st-
Century.pdf.

%8 520 Leaders’ Communiqué, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 16 November 2015. Access Date: 7 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/151116-communique.html.

369 Hangzhou Action Plan, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 5 September 2016. Access Date: 7 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-action.html.

7% G20 Digital Economy Development and Cooperation Initiative, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 5 September 2016.
Access Date: 7 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-digital.html.

31 G20 Leaders' Declaration: Shaping an Interconnected World, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 8 July 2017. Access
Date: 7 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-declaration.html.

372520 Leaders' Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development, G20 Research Group (Toronto)
1 December 2018. Access Date: 7 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html.
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2. Improving labour conditions in all forms of employment;

3. Recognizing the importance social dialogue in this area, including work delivered through digital
platforms

To “promote” commits members to support or renew old efforts or create new efforts in the area of
vocational training and skills development.573

Part One: Vocational Training

Vocational, of education or training, is directed at a particular occupation and its skills.57* A
vocational or technical school program can provide training that is concentrated solely on developing
occupation-specific skills and knowledge, often to pursue careers in skilled trades.>7>

Actions toward compliance can include supporting programs that reskill workers in a changing
industry, veterans, or workers recovering from injuries to join the labour force in new ways.

With regards to improving labour conditions in all forms of employment, members may support
institutions providing vocational training and effective apprenticeship programs in the effort of
helping students become and remain employed.57¢

In recognizing the importance of social dialogue in this area, including work delivered through digital
platforms, actions that count toward compliance include the creation of accessible online training.
Additionally, actions may include creating digital spaces that promote vocational training.

Part Two: Skill Development

The Future of Work is one in which a skilled human labour force interacts with technology on a
regular basis in some capacity. Rapid technological change and globalization are accelerating the need
to learn and develop new skills; automation, robotics and artificial intelligence are a few examples of
technologies that are part of the changing nature of work.5”7 Specifically digitalization
disproportionately affects young people entering the workforce.>7

Actions toward compliance in the area of reskilling workers include offering accessible courses on
digital skills in public institutions or entreprencurships training to adapt to an economy that is
increasingly reliant on short-term work.>7

Actions to improve labour conditions in all forms of employment through skills development can
include promoting alternative wage benefits motivated by human rights, such as profit-sharing and

373 Compliance Coding Manual for International Institutional Commitments, G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2 May
2016. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/compliance/compliance-coding-manual-2016.pdf.

37 Vocational, Oxford University Press (Oxford) 2019. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/vocational.

> youth Apprenticeship Programs, Careers in Trades Canada (Ottawa) 11 October 2018. Access Date: 24 January 2019.
http://careersintrades.ca/whats-an-apprenticeship/youth-apprenticeship-programs/.

376 Responses to the Challenges of the Labour Market and the Work-Place, UNESCO (Bonn) 10 September 2005. Access
Date: 24 January 2019. https://unevoc.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/docs/8-Park.pdf.

>77 Backgrounder: Future Skills, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 24 May 2018. Access Date: 24 January 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2018/05/backgrounder-future-skills.html.

378 Futureproof: Preparing young Canadians for the Future of Work, Brookfield Institute (Toronto) March 2017. Access
Date: 24 January 2019. http://www.rbc.com/community-sustainability/ _assets-custom/pdf/FINAL-FP-report-
Online.pdf.

379 Futureproof: Preparing young Canadians for the Future of Work, Brookfield Institute (Toronto) March 2017. Access
Date: 24 January 2019. http://www.rbc.com/community-sustainability/ assets-custom/pdf/FINAL-FP-report-
Online.pdf.
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collective bargaining. These are assets employers may need to develop and implement in order to
adjust for a changing world of work.580

Regarding the importance of social dialogue in this area, actions include work delivered through
digital platforms to engage in conversations around the technological changes affecting members of
the workforce and collaborating with educators, workers and skills development providers to address
the changing nature of work.>8! Some effective policies that come out of these conversations may
include slowing the adoption of technology to protect workers.582

To achieve full compliance, members must support, renew or create new efforts to support vocations
training and skills development especially in the following two of the three areas: 1) reskilling
workers; 2) improving labour conditions in all forms of employment and; 3) recognizing the
importance social dialogue in this area, including work delivered through digital platforms with the
purpose recognizing the importance of labour formalization and making social protection systems
strong and portable.

Members can achieve partial compliance in two ways. The first is by promoting both vocations
training and skills development, but only take action in one key area. The second way is by
promoting either vocational training or skills development, in only one key area.

Negative compliance entails not promoting vocational training or skills development, and thus fails
to take action in any of the key areas.

Scoring Guidelines

4 Member does not promote vocational training OR skills development and fails to take action
in any of the key areas.
0 Member promotes vocational training AND skills development in only one key area OR
member promotes either vocational training OR skills development in only one key area.
1 Member must promote vocational training AND skills development in at least two of the key
areas.
Compliance Director: Sarah Mariani
Lead Analyst: Kathryn Mannie
Argentina: 0

Argentina has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 12 January 2019, Production and Labour Minister Dante Sica spoke about his plans for
Argentina’s economic recovery.’®3 Sica recommended that retraining workers affected by the

% The Future of Work We Want: A Global Dialogue, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 17 August 2017.

Access Date: 26 January 2019. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_570282.pdf.

*# The Future of Work We Want: A Global Dialogue, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 17 August 2017.
Access Date: 26 January 2019. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_570282.pdf.

*8 The Future of Work We Want: A Global Dialogue, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 17 August 2017.
Access Date: 26 January 2019. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_570282.pdf.

%8 Sica: 'Crisis hit us but we are more competitive today than in 2015', Buenos Aires Times (Buenos Aires) 12 January
2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019. http://www.batimes.com.ar/news/economy/the-crisis-hit-us-but-we-are-more-
competitive-today-than-in-2015.phtml.
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economic downturn is one motor of recovery.’8* He also acknowledged the impact demographic
mobility has had on the country and said he hoped workers seize the niche job opportunities
available to them in remote areas, rather than flooding the capital.8> This action represents a social
dialogue on employment trends in the country and is promoting retraining programs for the
unemployed.

On 4 February 2019, the Labour Advisory Council was established within the Ministry for Labour
and Production to assist Minister Sica.’8¢ The Council’s remit includes issues related to the
fundamental rights of workers, identifying local and global labour trends and providing advice on
policies to generate employment and increase the productivity and equitable distribution of work.587

On 11 February 2019, Undersecretary of Institutional Evaluation, Marfa Guillermina D’Onoftio
presented a government webpage dedicated to “Gender Equity in Science, Technology and
Innovation.”>%8 The objective is to publicize information about the role of women in science,
technology and innovation, as well as raise awareness about gender gaps in these labour conditions.>8?
Furthermore, the page aims to aid the dissemination of policy instruments in science and technology
that incorporate a gender perspective.>0

On 15 February 2019, President Mauricio Macti raised the non-taxable minimum paid by employers
to those employees on salaries of up to ARS17,500, benefitting 200,000 workers and 19,500
companies.”! The decision aims to promote labour competitiveness, employment and the reduction
in labour informality.32 This action represents a specific policy to encourage labour formalization as
well as a more general effort to improve labour conditions across a variety of sectofs.

Argentina has made some progress towards building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of
Work. There have been continuous efforts to improve social dialogue on the matter as well as an
attempt to enhance inclusivity. The member has promoted skills development in one key area of
reskilling workers.

%8 Sica: 'Crisis hit us but we are more competitive today than in 2015', Buenos Aires Times (Buenos Aires) 12 January
2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019. http://www.batimes.com.ar/news/economy/the-crisis-hit-us-but-we-are-more-
competitive-today-than-in-2015.phtml.

%8 Sjca: 'Crisis hit us but we are more competitive today than in 2015', Buenos Aires Times (Buenos Aires) 12 January
2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019. http://www.batimes.com.ar/news/economy/the-crisis-hit-us-but-we-are-more-
competitive-today-than-in-2015.phtml.

*% Dante Sica arma un consejo para que lo asesore en temas laborales sensibles, Clarin (Buenos Aires). 9 February
2019. Access Date: 26 February 2019. https://www.clarin.com/politica/dante-sica-arma-consejo-asesorarlo-temas-
laborales-sensibles_0_s4fLOIK3Y.html.

%% Dante Sica arma un consejo para que lo asesore en temas laborales sensibles, Clarin (Buenos Aires). 9 February
2019. Access Date: 26 February 2019. https://www.clarin.com/politica/dante-sica-arma-consejo-asesorarlo-temas-
laborales-sensibles_0_s4fLOIK3Y.html.

*8 |nformacién abierta sobre mujeres en ciencia y tecnologia, Ministerio de Educacion, Cultura, Ciencia y Tecnologia
(Buenos Aires) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/informacion-abierta-sobre-mujeres-en-ciencia-y-tecnologia.

%8 |nformacién abierta sobre mujeres en ciencia y tecnologia, Ministerio de Educacion, Cultura, Ciencia y Tecnologia
(Buenos Aires) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/informacion-abierta-sobre-mujeres-en-ciencia-y-tecnologia.

% |nformacién abierta sobre mujeres en ciencia y tecnologia, Ministerio de Educacion, Cultura, Ciencia y Tecnologia
(Buenos Aires) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/informacion-abierta-sobre-mujeres-en-ciencia-y-tecnologia.

*1 Macri anuncié un alivio para las economias regionales y los empresarios piden mas medidas, La Nacién (Buenos
Aires). 14 February 2019. Access Date: 15 February 2019.
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2220063-macri-anuncio-alivio-economias-regionales-empresarios-piden.

%92 Contribuciones Patronales Decreto 128/2019, Boletin Oficial de la Republica Argentina (Buenos Aires) 14 February
2019. Access Date: 15 February 2019. https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/#!DetalleNorma/201706/20190215.
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Thus, Argentina has received a score of 0.
Analyst: Max Somer

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 17 December 2018, Senator Michaelia Cash reaffirmed the Government of Australia’s continued
investment in Australia’s Vocational Education and Training (VET) and Apprenticeship sectors.>3
The renewed funding is intended to support a range of new initiatives, including a job-match
program to deliver training for around 160 school-based apprentices, the delivery of five mobile
welding simulators for Burnie, the establishment of a new Apprenticeships Scholarships Pilot for
priority industry sectors which will provide up to 200 scholarships, and an agriculture skills initiative
for up around 150 workers in the sector.>*

On 1 January 2019, the Department of Jobs and Small Business launched the new Skills and Training
Incentive which aims to assist older Australians to update their skills to remain in the workforce. It
also aims to help individuals and businesses by providing up to AUD2200 to fund training for those
aged 45-70.5

As of 7 February 2019, the Australian government will be working with the Indonesian government
to attract direct and foreign investment to expand employment opportunities within Indonesia.>?¢
The partnership will target employment issues and cooperate with policymakers to expand the labour
market within Indonesia.>’

On 13 February 2019, the Australian government pledged AUD3 million to launch a new National
Carcer Education Strategy called Future Ready.?® This program will promote the development of
skills in young people to prepare them to join the workforce.’® Future Ready will accomplish this by

% More investment in Australian vocational education, skills and apprenticeships, Ministers for the Department of

Education and Training Media Centre (Canberra) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 6 February 2019.
https://ministers.education.gov.au/cash/more-investment-australian-vocational-education-skills-and-apprenticeships.
% More investment in Australian vocational education, skills and apprenticeships, Ministers for the Department of
Education and Training Media Centre (Canberra) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 6 February 2019.
https://ministers.education.gov.au/cash/more-investment-australian-vocational-education-skills-and-apprenticeships.
5% Sills and Training Incentive, Department of Jobs and Small Business (Canberra) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 5
May 2019. https://www.jobs.gov.au/skills-and-training-incentive.

3% Government teams up with Australia to improve employment, workforce, The Jarkarta Post (Jakarta) 7 February
2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/07/government-teams-up-with-
australia-to-improve-employment-workforce.html.

97 Government teams up with Australia to improve employment, workforce, The Jarkarta Post (Jakarta) 7 February
2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/07/government-teams-up-with-
australia-to-improve-employment-workforce.html.

598 Preparing young Australians for the jobs of the future, Ministers for the Department of Education and Training
Media Centre (Canberra) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019.
https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/preparing-young-australians-jobs-future-0.

599 Preparing young Australians for the jobs of the future, Ministers for the Department of Education and Training
Media Centre (Canberra) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019.
https://ministers.education.gov.au/tehan/preparing-young-australians-jobs-future-0.
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working with higher education and vocational institutions while placing equal value on both these
options for young people.o0

On 13 February 2019, the Government of Australia introduced legislation to Patliament to establish
a right for all casual workers to request full or part-time employment from their employers.®0! By
broadening this right, the proposed legislation aims to increase casual work conversion.®0?2 The
legislation does not obligate employers to fulfill these requests, however employers may only refuse
the requests on reasonable grounds.69

On 4 March 2019, the Government of Australia and the Government of Indonesia implemented the
Indonesia-Australia Skills Development Exchange Pilot Project, which enables skilled individuals to
engage in skills training through assigned work placements within multiple business sectors.®%4 The
Pilot Project will be held for a maximum duration of six months, as the individuals involved will be
eligible to travel between both countries, while receiving training within sectors related to finance,
engineering, telecommunication services and mining.605

On 19 March 2019, the Australian government announced a partnership with the National Rugby
League (NRL) to encourage young players to engage in VET alongside their athletic pursuits.0% In
support of this initiative, the Australian government pledged AUD350,000 to the NRL’s VET
Apprenticeship Program.607

On 2 April 2019, Australia’s Minister for Jobs and Industrial Relations and Minister for Women
Kelly O’Dwyer announced that Budget 2019 invests AUD249.8 million over five tears to “pilot
transformational change to Australia’s employment services model to deliver better outcomes for
both job seckers and employers as part of our plan for a stronger economy.”®%® In addition, the
government will invest AUD24.1 million to encourage more seasonal work amongst Australians, will
create a 12-month pilot project to help small farmers in regional areas address agricultural workforce

0 Euture Ready: A student focused National Career Education Strategy, Department of Education and Training,

(Canberra) 11 February 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019.
https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/ed19-0029 - sch_-

_national_career_education_strategy nces_accessible_pdf acc.pdf.

601 Giving choice and flexibility to casual workers, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra) 13 February 2019. Access Date:
19 February 2019. https://ministers.jobs.gov.au/odwyer/giving-choice-and-flexibility-casual-workers.

602 Extending the right for casuals to convert to part-time or full-time employment, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra)
11 December 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019. https://ministers.jobs.gov.au/odwyer/extending-right-casuals-
convert-part-time-or-full-time-employment.

603 Extending the right for casuals to convert to part-time or full-time employment, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra)
11 December 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019. https://ministers.jobs.gov.au/odwyer/extending-right-casuals-
convert-part-time-or-full-time-employment.

8% Memorandum of Understanding on the Indonesia-Australia Skills Development Exchange Pilot Project, Australian
Government|Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 12 April 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/iacepa-text/Pages/iacepa-mou-indonesia-aus-skills-
development-exchange-pilot-project.aspx.

8% Memorandum of Understanding on the Indonesia-Australia Skills Development Exchange Pilot Project, Australian
Government|Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 12 April 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/iacepa-text/Pages/iacepa-mou-indonesia-aus-skills-
development-exchange-pilot-project.aspx.

606 Supporting NRL players gain real skills for real careers, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra) 19 March 2019. Access
Date: 20 April 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/cash/supporting-nrl-players-gain-real-skills-real-careers.

607 Supporting NRL players gain real skills for real careers, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra) 19 March 2019. Access
Date: 20 April 2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/cash/supporting-nrl-players-gain-real-skills-real-careers.

608 Budget 2019 — Significant reforms to boost Australian jobs, Ministers' Media Centre: For the Department of Jobs
and Small Business (Canberra) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019. https://ministers.jobs.gov.au/odwyer/budget-
2019-significant-reforms-boost-australian-jobs.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
112



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

shortages, and will protect vulnerable workers. They will do this by boosting resources for the Fair
Work Ombudsman to investigate and enforce workplace laws, establish a National Labour Hire
Registration Scheme to ensure compliance and transparency, and implement an education campaign
to raise awareness on migrant workers’” labour rights.60

On 9 April 2019, Prime Minister Scott Morrison introduced the Energising Tasmania initiative,
which will invest AUD17 million in providing vocational training in the renewable energy sector for
young Tasmanians.c'® The initiative will eliminate upfront costs for courses in designated priority
skills areas and will provide up to AUD1000 for costs associated with training in order to make
participation more accessible.6!!

Australia has put resources toward vocational education and reshaping its programs for the modern
workforce and has taken action to reskill workers and improve labour conditions.

Thus, Australia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Emi Yasuda

Brazil: 0

Brazil has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

n anuary , President Jair Bolsonaro sanctione e conversion into law of Provisiona
On 7 y 2019, President Bol tioned th to 1 fP 1
easure , leading to the creation of endowment funds to secure private investment in
M 851/18, leading to th t f end t funds t ptivat tment
projects for the public interest.’2 The objective is to establish a sustainable source of funding for
government projects in areas including education, science, technology, research and innovation.6!3

On 10 January 2019, Minister for Science, Technology, Innovation and Communications Marcos
Pontes outlined his objective to make science and technology more prevalent in elementary and
middle school education.t* Pontes stated that his department has “partnered with the Ministry of

609 Budget 2019 — Significant reforms to boost Australian jobs, Ministers' Media Centre: For the Department of Jobs

and Small Business (Canberra) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019. https://ministers.jobs.gov.au/odwyer/budget-
2019-significant-reforms-boost-australian-jobs.

819 gjills and training for Tasmania's future, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/morrison/skills-and-training-tasmanias-future.

®11 skills and training for Tasmania's future, Ministers' Media Centre (Canberra) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://ministers.education.gov.au/morrison/skills-and-training-tasmanias-future.

®12 president sanctions law creating endowment funds, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 7 January 2019.
Access Date: 16 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2019/01/president-sanctions-law-
creating-endowment-funds.

613 President sanctions law creating endowment funds, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 7 January 2019.
Access Date: 16 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2019/01/president-sanctions-law-
creating-endowment-funds.

614 o technology-driven country will be the spearhead of development, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 10
January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019.
http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2019/01/a-technology-driven-country-will-be-the-spearhead-of-
development?TSPD_101_R0=085a4e86fe358c307acbca86f270f182g1W0000000000000000492338affff00000000000
000000000000000005¢c5b5e320085a8c39e08282a9212ab2000c3eef20e1e89a22869ece53e4e733f666ebcdde043426
38ebc3f5cf8ff73328808d62810bb0a28003e7a4438cea33a5e7e4c1b89bec0ae61617fb91336232ed61db4a52db14844c¢
3022370694a2631b45.
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Education to bring robotics, astronomy, amateur radio and electronics to public elementary schools
throughout Brazil.”615

On 13 March 2019, the Brazilian Senate approved legislation that will introduce fines for employers
that use age, sex, race, or family situation as a consideration when determining payment or
opportunities for vocational training and career advancement.®!¢ The bill aims to cut the prominent
gender wage gap present across Brazilian enterprises of all sizes.017

Brazil has made some progress towards building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of Work.
There has been a focus on the Future of Work and social dialogue on the importance of
technological skills. Additionally, the government has recognized the need for inclusivity within the
labour market. Brazil has promoted skills development in only one key area.

Thus, Brazil has received a score of 0.
Analyst: Max Somer

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 3 December 2018, the Government of Canada announced two new vocational training and skills
development programs. Both the Labour Market Development Agreement (LMDA) and the
Workforce Development Agreement (WDA) will provide funding to Nunavut,®18 New Brunswick¢!?
and Manitoba%? to deliver training and services. The total investment of the government in these
programs is approximately CADZ20 billion.62!

615 o technology-driven country will be the spearhead of development, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 10

January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2019/01/a-technology-
driven-country-will-be-the-spearhead-of-development.

®18 Brazil's Senate Approves Bill For Equal Wages, The Rio Times (Rio de Janeiro) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 8 April
2019. https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/rio-politics/brazils-senate-approves-bill-for-equal-wages/.

®17 Brazil's Senate Approves Bill For Equal Wages, The Rio Times (Rio de Janeiro) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 8 April
2019. https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/rio-politics/brazils-senate-approves-bill-for-equal-wages/.

®18 Governments of Canada and Nunavut announce agreements to give workers the tools they need to find and keep
good jobs, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 9 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/governments-of-canada-and-nunavut-announce-agreements-to-give-
workers-the-tools-they-need-to-find-and-keep-good-jobs-701781511.html.

®1% Governments of Canada and New Brunswick announce agreements to give workers the tools they need to find and
keep good jobs, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 4 December 2018. Access Date: 9 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/governments-of-canada-and-new-brunswick-announce-agreements-to-give-
workers-the-tools-they-need-to-find-and-keep-good-jobs-701878131.html.

820 Governments of Canada and Manitoba announce agreements to give workers the tools they need to find and keep
good jobs, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 5 December 2018. Access Date: 10 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/governments-of-canada-and-manitoba-announce-agreements-to-give-
workers-the-tools-they-need-to-find-and-keep-good-jobs-701974061.html.

821 Governments of Canada and Nunavut announce agreements to give workers the tools they need to find and keep
good jobs, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 9 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/governments-of-canada-and-nunavut-announce-agreements-to-give-
workers-the-tools-they-need-to-find-and-keep-good-jobs-701781511.html.
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On 7 December 2018, the Canadian government pledged CAD762,000 to UA Piping Industry
College of BC to support its Diversity in the Workplace program.®22 This program helps high school
graduates enter a profession in skilled trades, particularly graduates from traditionally under-
represented groups in the sector.¢23

On 11 December 2018, the Government of Canada announced a grant increase of CAD3000
annually for women in apprenticeship programs through the Apprenticeship Incentive Grant for
Women. 62

On 13 December 2018, the Canadian government enacted legislation for proactive pay equity, giving
workers in federally-regulated industries equal pay for work of equal value.62>

On 13 December 2018, the Canadian government enacted legislation to improve workers” work-life
balance and paid leave.626

On 14 December 2018, the Canadian government funded CAD285,000 to Iron Workers Local 736
for the purchase of mobile training equipment to increase training opportunities for
underrepresented groups.©2

On 23 January 2019, Canada pledged CAD181,000 to the Labourers’ International Union of North
America (LiUNA) Local 607 for its Mobile Training Classtoom: Removing Barriers to Train
project.®28 This project will better enable 300 apprentices to access jobs in skilled trades by providing
work-site training opportunities, with a particular emphasis on outreach to Indigenous peoples,
women, and other groups who face obstacles in entering skilled trades.02?

822 Government of Canada announces funding to help apprentices in British Columbia complete their skilled trades
training, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 10 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-announces-funding-to-help-apprentices-in-british-
columbia-complete-their-skilled-trades-training-702182401.html.

823 Government of Canada announces funding to help apprentices in British Columbia complete their skilled trades
training, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 10 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-announces-funding-to-help-apprentices-in-british-
columbia-complete-their-skilled-trades-training-702182401.html.

82% Government of Canada launches new Apprenticeship Incentive Grant for Women to help them get certified in Red
Seal trades - apply today, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 10 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-launches-new-apprenticeship-incentive-grant-for-
women-to-help-them-get-certified-in-red-seal-trades---apply-today-702493931.html.

625 Historic proactive pay equity legislation receives Royal Assent, Canada Newswire (Ottawa) 13 December 2018.
Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/historic-proactive-pay-equity-legislation-
receives-royal-assent-702728262.html.

626 Legislation to better protect workers and support good quality jobs receives Royal Assent, Canada Newswire
(Ottawa) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/legislation-to-
better-protect-workers-and-support-good-quality-jobs-receives-royal-assent-702728762.html.

827 Government of Canada funds project with Ironworkers Local 736 to help apprentices in Southern Ontario, Canada
Newswire (Ancaster) 14 December 2018. Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-
releases/government-of-canada-funds-project-with-ironworkers-local-736-to-help-apprentices-in-southern-ontario-
702774592.html.

628 Government of Canada helping reduce barriers to training in the skilled trades, Canada Newswire (Thunder Bay) 23
January 2019. Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-
helping-reduce-barriers-to-training-in-the-skilled-trades-856375193.html.

629 Government of Canada helping reduce barriers to training in the skilled trades, Canada Newswire (Thunder Bay) 23
January 2019. Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-
helping-reduce-barriers-to-training-in-the-skilled-trades-856375193.html.
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On 25 January 2019, the Canadian government announced CAD900,000 in continued funding to the
Y Opportunities Employment Support Program to support skills development for persons with
disabilities entering the workforce.630

On 29 January 2019, the Canadian government announced it would spend CADG6.6 million to fund
skills development training for 450 youth in Newfoundland and Labrador.63!

On 7 February 2019, Canada pledged CAD145,000 to R2 Employment Solutions in New
Brunswick.632 The program will help 12 youth receive additional skills training.633

On 12 February 2019, the Canadian government announced renewed, undisclosed investments in
support of additional skills training for young people facing bartiers entering the workforce and
promoted past investments of over CAD5.9 million.634

On 14 February 2019, the Canadian government announced the creation of the Future Skills Centre
and Future Skills Council, to “fund projects across Canada that develop, test and measure new
approaches to skills assessment and development.”’635

On 20 February 2019, the Canadian government announced the creation of an expert panel to advise
policy makers on the needs of a changing workforce in order to improve the Canadian Labour
code.630

On 21 February 2019, Canada announced CAD3,141,000 to support the Canadian Builders” Union’s
Women in Trades initiative, which will provide training for 750 apprentices to receive their Red Seal
certifications.%3

830 Government of Canada supports projects and organizations creating more employment opportunities and

improving accessibility for persons with disabilities in Windsor, Canada Newswire (Windsor) 25 January 2019. Access
Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-supports-projects-and-
organizations-creating-more-employment-opportunities-and-improving-accessibility-for-persons-with-disabilities-in-
windsor-853504921.html.

831 Government of Canada provides skills training and job opportunities for 450 young Canadians in St. John's, Canada
Newswire (Gatineau) 29 January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-
releases/government-of-canada-provides-skills-training-and-job-opportunities-for-450-young-canadians-in-st-john-s-
866615177.html.

832 Government of Canada provides skills training and job opportunities for young Canadians in New Brunswick, Canada
Newswire (Atholville) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-
releases/government-of-canada-provides-skills-training-and-job-opportunities-for-young-canadians-in-new-brunswick-
842552838.html.

633 Government of Canada provides skills training and job opportunities for young Canadians in New Brunswick, Canada
Newswire (Atholville) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-
releases/government-of-canada-provides-skills-training-and-job-opportunities-for-young-canadians-in-new-brunswick-
842552838.html.

8% Government of Canada provides skills training and job opportunities for young Canadians in Quebec and Ontario,
Canada Newswire (Sherbrooke) 12 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-provides-skills-training-and-job-opportunities-for-
young-canadians-in-quebec-and-ontario-813359530.html.

83° Government of Canada takes action to ensure Canadian workers are prepared for the jobs of tomorrow, Canada
Newswire (Toronto) 14 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-
releases/government-of-canada-takes-action-to-ensure-canadian-workers-are-prepared-for-the-jobs-of-tomorrow-
816233202.html.

636 Expert Panel to provide advice on complex workplace issues facing Canadians, Canada Newswire (Gatineau) 20
February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/expert-panel-to-provide-
advice-on-complex-workplace-issues-facing-canadians-833688675.html.
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On 5 March 2019, Canada announced CAD2 million in funding for a multi-year project for the
creation of a web-based tool to assist those in rural and remote official language minority
communities to receive the literacy training required to succeed in the workplace.638

On 5 March 2019, the Canadian government announced that an Indigenous Skills and Employment
Training Program would launch on 1 April 2019 to help Indigenous people train for good quality
jobs.63 This is in support of Canada’s goal to reduce the employment gap between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people by 25 per cent.640

On 8 March 2019, Canada announced an agreement with the provincial government of
Saskatchewan to provide CAD500 million over six years to benefit roughly 16,000 workers in the
province.®4! This funding will provide apprenticeship training, employment assistance for persons
with disabilities, adult basic education, and employer-sponsored training with the goal of increasing
participation in these training programs by traditionally under-represented groups.®42

On 8 March 2019, the Government of Canada announced the creation of the Workplace Harassment
and Violence Prevention Fund, which will give CAD3.5 million annually to projects that “prevent
and address workplace harassment and violence” in federally-regulated workplaces.®*> These include
projects that will create mandatory anti-harassment training and projects that empower vulnerable
workers to speak up against workplace harassment.044

837 Government of Canada funds innovative project to help more women succeed in the skilled trades, Canada

Newswire (Winnipeg) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-
releases/government-of-canada-funds-innovative-project-to-help-more-women-succeed-in-the-skilled-trades-
827928674.html.

838 Canadians in official language minority communities receive help to improve their essential skills and literacy,
Employment and Social Development Canada (Ottawa) 5 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/canadians-in-official-language-minority-
communities-receive-help-to-improve-their-essential-skills-and-literacy.html.

639 Government of Canada supports skills training for Indigenous people in central British Columbia, Employment and
Social Development Canada (Kamloops) 5 March 2019. Access date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/government-of-canada-supports-skills-
training-for-indigenous-people-in-central-british-columbia.html.

#4% Government of Canada supports skills training for Indigenous people in central British Columbia, Employment and
Social Development Canada (Kamloops) 5 March 2019. Access date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/government-of-canada-supports-skills-
training-for-indigenous-people-in-central-british-columbia.html.

®1 Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan announce agreements to give workers the tools they need to find and
keep good jobs, Employment and Social Development Canada (Gatineau) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/governments-of-canada-and-
saskatchewan-announce-agreements-to-give-workers-the-tools-they-need-to-find-and-keep-good-jobs.html.

®*2 Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan announce agreements to give workers the tools they need to find and
keep good jobs, Employment and Social development Canada (Gatineau) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/governments-of-canada-and-
saskatchewan-announce-agreements-to-give-workers-the-tools-they-need-to-find-and-keep-good-jobs.html.

®3 On International Women'’s Day, Government of Canada announces program to provide $3.5 million in annual
funding to prevent workplace harassment and violence, Employment and Social Development Canada (Gatineau) 8
March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-
development/news/2019/03/on-international-womens-day-government-of-canada-announces-program-to-provide-
35million-in-annual-funding-to-prevent-workplace-harassment-and-violence.html.

®*%0n International Women'’s Day, Government of Canada announces program to provide $3.5 million in annual
funding to prevent workplace harassment and violence, Employment and Social Development Canada (Gatineau) 8
March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-
development/news/2019/03/on-international-womens-day-government-of-canada-announces-program-to-provide-
35million-in-annual-funding-to-prevent-workplace-harassment-and-violence.html.
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On 13 March 2019, the Government of Canada announced funding of CAD1,039,216 to the MAP
Strategic Workforce Services Inc. (MAPSWYS) for its First in Trades program.®4> The MAPSWS aims
to increase diversity within New Brunswick’s trade unions, and the First in Trades program in
particular will open up 18-20 positions for Indigenous apprentices within New Brunswick’s
construction sector.®4¢ This program will also promote continued Indigenous participation in this
sector by helping to “establish and refine effective workplace strategies and cultural requirements”
for this group.®4?

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to prepare its workforce for the future of work. This
conclusion is based on the Canadian government’s funding of several skills training programs, its
efforts to diversify the skilled trades, and its efforts to make further changes to the Canadian Labour
Code in consultation with its newly-created expert panel on the subject.

Thus, Canada has received a score of +1.
Analyst: Sarah Jevnikar

China: 0

China has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 5 December 2018, China’s State Council announced incentives to encourage firms to avoid
layoffs as the government looks to head off employment uncertainty.0*® With these incentives,
qualified enterprises can receive a 50 per cent refund on the total one per cent rate of unemployment
insurance contributions made both by the employer and the employee.®4?

On 30 January 2018, the Ministry of Veterans Affairs announced that they would improve the
education and training for veteran soldiers to make them more competitive in the job market.®> The
ministry plans to encourage veteran soldiers to receive academic education and better implement
supporting policies including providing free education and training.®>! The ministry will cooperate

®45 Government of Canada announces funding to help Indigenous apprentices in New Brunswick complete their

training, Employment and Social Development Canada (St. John) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/government-of-canada-announces-
funding-to-help-indigenous-apprentices-in-new-brunswick-complete-their-training.html.

#4¢ Government of Canada announces funding to help Indigenous apprentices in New Brunswick complete their
training, Employment and Social Development Canada (St. John) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/government-of-canada-announces-
funding-to-help-indigenous-apprentices-in-new-brunswick-complete-their-training.html.

®7 Government of Canada announces funding to help Indigenous apprentices in New Brunswick complete their
training, Employment and Social Development Canada (St. John) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2019/03/government-of-canada-announces-
funding-to-help-indigenous-apprentices-in-new-brunswick-complete-their-training.html.

®%8 China's Employment Incentives to Encourage Firms to Avoid Layoffs, China Briefing News (Beijing) 19 December
2018. Access Date: 7 February 2019. https://www.china-briefing.com/news/china-incentives-employers-jobs-market/.
®9 China's Employment Incentives to Encourage Firms to Avoid Layoffs, China Briefing News (Beijing) 19 December
2018. Access Date: 7 February 2019. https://www.china-briefing.com/news/china-incentives-employers-jobs-market/.
80 China to Better Train Veterans for Employment, Chinadaily (Beijing) 30 January 2018. Access Date: 20 February
2019. https://2018.www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/30/WS5c27fd77a310d91214051c49.html.

81 China to Better Train Veterans for Employment, Chinadaily (Beijing) 30 January 2018. Access Date: 20 February
2019. https://2018.www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/30/WS5c27fd77a310d91214051c49.html.
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with both state-owned and private companies, organize regional job fairs for veterans, and set up
information platforms to share job posts.¢52

On 13 February 2019, China committed to cultivating more quality labourers and skilled workers by
reforming its vocational education systems, according to the State Council.>3 The plan details
measures to improve national systems and policies relating to vocational education and lift the quality
of both secondary and higher vocational education in the country.6> A pilot program whereby
students study for diploma plus skills certificates will be launched this year.6> By 2020, it is expected
that 50 high quality higher vocational schools and 150 core specialties will have been established.¢5

On 22 February 2019, the Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security, the Ministry of
Education and other central departments issued a notice that forbids any gender discrimination
against women in the workplace.>” According to the notice, employers or companies focusing on
providing human resource services cannot refuse to hire qualified female applicants or recruit them
quid pro quo in a way that constrains them from having children.o>8

China has taken actions to promote vocational training to address two of three key areas.
Thus, China receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Shubdeep Randbawa

France: +1

France has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 18 December 2018, the Ministry of Labour and other private-sector companies in the wood
products sector signed on to investigate the evolution of jobs, skills, and training for the French
wood sector.®>? This includes distinguishing ways to further encourage and promote trades in the
wood and construction sectot, as abiding to the National Low Carbon Strategy, as well as analyzing
areas in the sector that will require new skills training.660

852 China to Better Train Veterans for Employment, Chinadaily (Beijing) 30 January 2018. Access Date: 20 February
2019. https://2018.www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/30/WS5c27fd77a310d91214051c49.html.

853 \/ocational Education Reform, Chinadaily (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201902/19/WS5c6b412ca3106c65c34e9fc.html.

8% State Council Releases Vocational Education Reform Implementation Plan, Xinhua (Beijing) 13 February 2019. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-02/13/c_137819109.html.

8% \/ocational Education Reform, Chinadaily (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201902/19/WS5c6b412ca3106c65c34e9fc.html.

8% \/ocational Education Reform, Chinadaily (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201902/19/WS5c6b412ca3106c65c34e9fc.html.

87 New Rule Aims to Protect Female Employees, Chinadaily (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201902/22/WS5c6f99ada3106c65c34eadb3.html.

88 New Rule Aims to Protect Female Employees, Chinadaily (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201902/22/WS5c6f99ada3106c65c34eadb3.html.

8% | ancement du contrat d’études prospectives sur les métiers et les compétences pour le secteur des produits bois
dans la construction et I'aménagement, Ministere de Travaille (Paris) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019.
https://travail-emploi.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/lancement-du-contrat-d-etudes-
prospectives-sur-les-metiers-et-les-competences.

®%0 | ancement du contrat d’études prospectives sur les métiers et les compétences pour le secteur des produits bois
dans la construction et I'aménagement, Ministére de Travaille (Paris) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019.
https://travail-emploi.gouv.fr/actualites/presse/communiques-de-presse/article/lancement-du-contrat-d-etudes-
prospectives-sur-les-metiers-et-les-competences.
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On 18 December 2018, the French Minister of Economy and Finance and the German Federal
Minister for Economic Affairs and Energy met to discuss the continuation of industrial cooperation
between Germany and France.%! They aim to promote artificial intelligence (AI) technologies that
allow for human interaction and innovation.%2 A joint working group was established to improve the
ethical and technical standards of Al and the exchange of Al knowledge between businesses and
people.663

On 1 February 2019, the Ministry of Work signed an accord with the Movement of the Enterprises
of France and Opcalia to invest EUR1,046,100 to the development of skills related to AIL.¢6* This
includes conducting a study on the impact of Al technologies in society and training enterprises to
better understand the ethical and economic ramifications of AI.¢6>

On 13 February 2019, various leading government officials signed the Industries for Construction
contract with industry leaders and representatives from the construction sector.% This contract aims

to increase competition, create new concepts, and develop skills and employment in the construction
field.o67

On 21 February 2019, the Ministry of Education announced a new plan to encourage students to
enter the teaching field.®® The plan will attempt to increase the attractiveness of the profession and
create a new framework for the prerequisite skills required to become a teacher.¢6?

®1 Franco-German press release following the interview between Ministers Le Maire and Altmaier, Ministry of Finance
and Economics (Paris) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2018/12/930_- franco-german_relase.pdf.

%2 Franco-German press release following the interview between Ministers Le Maire and Altmaier, Ministry of Finance
and Economics (Paris) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2018/12/930_- franco-german_relase.pdf.

%3 Franco-German press release following the interview between Ministers Le Maire and Altmaier, Ministry of Finance
and Economics (Paris) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2018/12/930_- franco-german_relase.pdf.

664 Intelligence artificielle-une expérimentation en Hauts-de-France pour anticiper et accompagner la transformation
des compétences, Ministére de Travaille (Paris) 1 February 2019. Access Date: 12 February 2019. https://travail-
emploi.gouv.fr/actualites/I-actualite-du-ministere/article/intelligence-artificielle-une-experimentation-en-hauts-de-
france-pour-anticiper.

665 Intelligence artificielle-une expérimentation en Hauts-de-France pour anticiper et accompagner la transformation
des compétences, Ministére de Travaille (Paris) 1 February 2019. Access Date: 12 February 2019. https://travail-
emploi.gouv.fr/actualites/I-actualite-du-ministere/article/intelligence-artificielle-une-experimentation-en-hauts-de-
france-pour-anticiper.

666 Signature du contrat du Comité Stratégique de Filliere <<Industries pour la construction >>2018-2022, Federal
Government (Paris) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
https://minefi.hosting.augure.com/Augure_Minefi/r/ContenuEnLigne/Download?id=FFO0F3F4-41A1-431C-900F-
CAC1E98EB303&filename=1034.pdf.

667 Signature du contrat du Comité Stratégique de Filliere <<Industries pour la construction >>2018-2022, Federal
Government (Paris) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
https://minefi.hosting.augure.com/Augure_Minefi/r/ContenuEnLigne/Download?id=FFO0F3F4-41A1-431C-900F-
CAC1E98EB303&filename=1034.pdf.

%8 Devenir enseignant: une meilleur formation initiale et des parcours plus attractifs pour entrer dans le métier,
Ministry of Education (Paris) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
http://www.education.gouv.fr/cid139256/devenir-enseignant-une-meilleure-formation-initiale-et-des-parcours-plus-
attractifs-pour-entrer-dans-le-metier.html.

%9 Devenir enseignant: une meilleur formation initiale et des parcours plus attractifs pour entrer dans le métier,
Ministry of Education (Paris) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
http://www.education.gouv.fr/cid139256/devenir-enseignant-une-meilleure-formation-initiale-et-des-parcours-plus-
attractifs-pour-entrer-dans-le-metier.html.
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France has promoted both vocational training and skills development programs in the two key areas
of creating social dialogue and reskilling workers.

Thus, France has received a score of +1.
Abnalyst: Isabel Davis

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 13 December 2018, the Government of Germany announced that it will provide EUR45 million
to the maritime sector in the next four years.6’0 This funding will provide the industry with more
projects to contribute to the clean energy transition as well as promote planning for companies to
determine a strategy to adjust to the sectoral change, including the re-skilling of workers.67!

On 18 December 2018, the Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Energy and the French
Minister of Economy and Finance met to discuss how to continue industrial cooperation between
Germany and France.®’2 They aim to promote Al technologies that allow for human interaction and
innovation.’”3 A joint working group was established to improve the ethical and technical standards
of Al and the exchange of Al knowledge between businesses and people.t74

On 19 December 2018, the Government of Germany adopted its Skilled Labour Strategy.¢’> This
strategy is an attempt to increase the supply of skilled labour of Germany by making it easier for

670 - . . . . )
Zero-emission vessels as long-term vision — more funding for maritime research: Maritime Coordinator Brackmann

calls for ideas in the context of the new funding priority ‘Maritime Green propulsion,” Federal Ministry for Economic
Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181213-zero-emission-vessels-al-long-term-visison-
more-funding-for-maritime-research.html.

®71 Zero-emission vessels as long-term vision — more funding for maritime research: Maritime Coordinator Brackmann
calls for ideas in the context of the new funding priority ‘Maritime Green propulsion,” Federal Ministry for Economic
Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181213-zero-emission-vessels-al-long-term-visison-
more-funding-for-maritime-research.html.

®”2 Franco-German press release following the interview between Ministers Le Maire and Altmaier, Ministry of
Economy and Finance (Paris) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2018/12/930_- franco-german_relase.pdf.

®73 Franco-German press release following the interview between Ministers Le Maire and Altmaier, Ministry of
Economy and Finance (Paris) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2018/12/930_- franco-german_relase.pdf.

®7% Franco-German press release following the interview between Ministers Le Maire and Altmaier, Ministry of Finance
and Economics (Paris) 18 December 2018. Access Date: 8 February 2019.
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2018/12/930_- franco-german_relase.pdf.

87> Minister Altmaier: More growth, prosperity and jobs due to the Skilled Immigration Act, Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 12 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181219-altmaier-more-growth-prosperity-and-jobs-
due-to-the-skilled-immigration-act.html.
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individuals with vocational training to participate in labour activities.t7¢ It targets skilled workers in
Germany, Europe, and around the world.67”

On 28 January 2019, the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear
Safety and their Commission on Growth, Structural Change and Employment agreed to phase out
coal-fired power stations by 2038.¢78 The project will provide billions of euros to countries that
currently operate with coal energy so they can end their use of coal in power generation.t’ The
Commission will create approximately 5,000 new jobs to promote energy efficient research facilities
in coal regions.680

On 28 January 2019, the German government launched a project to attract more individuals to
nursing careers.®8! The objective of this project it to modernize the nursing profession to limit the
number of drop-out trainees.?82 The program will also focus on retraining current nurses so that they
are modernized skilled workers.683

On 13 February 2019, the Ministry of Education introduced the MINT action plan.584 The plan aims
to encourage more students to get involved in mathematics, information technology, science, and
technology to ensure that there are enough skilled workers in future MINT professions.t8> The
Government of Germany has pledged to invest EUR55 million into the plan between 2019-2022.686

87 Minister Altmaier: More growth, prosperity and jobs due to the Skilled Immigration Act, Federal Ministry for

Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 12 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181219-altmaier-more-growth-prosperity-and-jobs-
due-to-the-skilled-immigration-act.html.

®77 Minister Altmaier: More growth, prosperity and jobs due to the Skilled Immigration Act, Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 12 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181219-altmaier-more-growth-prosperity-and-jobs-
due-to-the-skilled-immigration-act.html.

7% The beginning of the end of the age of coal, the Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 8
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/the-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-age-of-coal-
1574864.

79 The beginning of the end of the age of coal, the Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 8
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/the-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-age-of-coal-
1574864.

680 The beginning of the end of the age of coal, the Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 8
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/the-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-age-of-coal-
1574864.

681 Attracting more people to the nursing profession, the Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 12
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/attracting-more-people-to-the-nursing-profession-
1574976.

682 Attracting more people to the nursing profession, the Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 12
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/attracting-more-people-to-the-nursing-profession-
1574976.

683 Attracting more people to the nursing profession, the Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 12
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/attracting-more-people-to-the-nursing-profession-
1574976.

8 MINT for the future, the Federal Government (Berlin) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/mint-for-the-future-1580792.

%8 MINT for the future, the Federal Government (Berlin) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/mint-for-the-future-1580792.

58 MINT for the future, the Federal Government (Berlin) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/mint-for-the-future-1580792.
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On 21 February 2019, the Government of Germany announced that it will provide financial support
to digitize the country’s schools.®8” Funding will go towards improving digital infrastructure in
schools, as well as providing teachers with the skills needed to adapt lessons to the new
technologies.688

On 11 April 2019, the African Union Development Agency-NEPAD in partnership with the
German Government and the South African Department of Higher Education and Training
(DHET) launched the Funding Window 1.98° This is a call for proposals for large skills development
investment projects proposed by domestic training entities in partnership with companies under the
Skills Initiative for Africa.0%

Germany has promoted both vocational training and skills development to address to address two of
the three key areas.

Thus, Germany has received a score of +1.
Abnalyst: Isabel Davis

India: +1

India has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of
Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

As of 18 December 2018, a report revealed that the Modi government will roll out an apprenticeship
program that targets students in the humanities and other nontechnical courses to enable them to
transition to the workforce after graduation. The apprenticeship involves a six to 10-month
apprenticeship and on-the-job training with employers for students in their final year of university,
which is supported by government stipends.o!

On 24 January 2019, Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Petroleum and Natural
Gas Shri Dharmendra Pradhan announced comprehensive reforms for Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS)
to strengthen skills training specifically for the underprivileged in society. The changes include
matching the JSS course with the National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) to standardize
training, identifying and promoting traditional skills through upskilling, launching an online portal,
and launching the Amrita University’s Blended Training System at JSSs with e-content and selected
skill courses to provide benefits for trainees.%92

%7 Green light for the “digital compact for schools,” the Federal Government (Berlin) 21 February 2019. Access Date:

24 February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/green-light-for-the-digital-compact-for-schools--
1583250.

%88 Green light for the “digital compact for schools,” the Federal Government (Berlin) 21 February 2019. Access Date:
24 February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/green-light-for-the-digital-compact-for-schools--
1583250.

%89 aunch of the Call for Proposals for Large Skills Development Investment Projects in South Africa, Skills Initiative for
Africa (Johannesburg) 11 April 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://skillsafrica.org/news/press-release-modified-for-
cape-town.

80| aunch of the Call for Proposals for Large Skills Development Investment Projects in South Africa, Skills Initiative for
Africa (Johannesburg) 11 April 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://skillsafrica.org/news/press-release-modified-for-
cape-town.

1 Modi govt about to roll out a mega jobs programme for undergraduates, The Economic Times (Mumbai) 18
December 2018. Access Date: 10 May 2019. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/government-looks-to-find-
jobs-for-humanities-undergraduates/articleshow/67121443.cms?from=mdr.

#92 5hri Dharmendra Pradhan launches new reforms, guidelines to strengthen Jan Shikshan Santhans (JSS), Ministry of
Skills Development and Entrepreneurship (New Delhi) 24 January 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019.
https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images/latest%20news/Press%20Release_%20J55%20Reforms.pdf.
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In the government’s interim budget in February 2019, the Modi administration pledged a USD10.5
billion farm income support program which includes transferring USD84 to farmers with less than
two hectares of land.%3The goal is to assist small and marginal farmers who face tough labour
conditions.

On 30 January 2019, Juthika Patankar, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship joined Japanese government officials at the Technical Intern Training Program
(TITP) seminar in Delhi. The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) in India will be
sending 17 skilled candidates to Japan under the TITP to fuel the transfer of best practices to Indian
skilled workers.®%4

On 14 February 2019, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship began the second
edition of a media campaign titled ‘Fark Dikh Raha Hai’, which specifically targets providing Indian
youth with employment related skills.695

In February 2019, the Labour Ministry announced that unorganized workers up to 40 years old will
be able to subscribe to the “Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan” (PMSYM) scheme which allows
a minimum monthly pension. Finance Minister Piyush Goyal made this announcement in the Budget
for 2019-2020.6%

A government official also announced in February 2019 that common service centres e-Governance
Services India Ltd., which is under the Ministry Electronics and IT, had also begun registration under
the PMSYM scheme.®”

On 2 March 2019, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu, the Vice-President of India, laid the foundation stone of
Kaushal Bhawan, the new office building of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) at Chanakyapuri. The new office has eight floors of modern offices, an auditorium and
convention centre, as well as new training rooms. The purpose of the building is to promote skills
development programs especially for youth.¢8

On 6 March 2019, the National Institute of Technical Teachers Training & Research (NITTTR),
under the aegis of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Shri Vishwakarma Skill University (SVSU), at the Ministry of Skill
Development office. The MoU established a framework for cooperation and collaboration in line

%93 Winners and losers in Narendra Modi's Interim Budget, The Economic Times (Mumbai) 1 February 2019. Access
Date: 10 May 2019. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/winners-and-losers-in-narendra-
modis-interim-budget/articleshow/67792750.cms.

894 Skill India sends first batch of Care Workers under TITP to Japan, National Skills Network (Delhi) 31 January 2019.
Access Date: 10 May 2019. https://www.nationalskillsnetwork.in/care-workers-titp-to-japan/.

89 Skill India’s ‘Fark Dikh Raha Hai’ campaign gets wings More than 1 crore youth join hands with Skill India every year,
Skill India (New Delhi) 14 February 2019. Access Date: 15 February 2019.
https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images/latest news/Press release - Fark Dikh Raha Hai campaign gets new wings.pdf.
%% |nformal sector workers can join PMSYM pension scheme from Feb 15, The Economic Times (Mumbai) 9 February
2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/informal-sector-
workers-can-join-pmsym-pension-scheme-from-feb-15/articleshow/67913767.cms.

697 Unorganised workers can now subscribe to Rs 3,000 monthly pension scheme at common service centres, The
Economic Times (Mumbai) 17 February 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/unorganised-workers-can-now-subscribe-to-rs-3000-
monthly-pension-scheme-at-common-service-centres/articleshow/68032925.cms.

%% Lon’ble Vice-President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu lays foundation stone for “Kaushal Bhawan”, new office
building of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Ministry of Skills Development and
Entrepreneurship (New Delhi) 2 March 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019.
https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images/latest%20news/Press%20Release%20Kaushal%20Bhawan.pdf.
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with Skill India Mission to promote, among others, managerial skill development programs and e-
learning content of vocational courses.®®?

In March 2019, the government announced that it was planning to issue skill vouchers to pay for skill
training at an approved skill training location, as a way to incentivize youth.700

India has taken actions to promote skills development and vocational training through action taken
to promote apprenticeship programs, strengthen skills development programs and enhancing the
conditions of farm workers.

Thus, India receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Saranngan V aithianathan

Indonesia: +1

Indonesia has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 3 December 2018, the Government of Indonesia pledged USD66.5 million, along with a loan of
USD200 million from the Asian Development Bank, towards improving training programs to assist
future generations with necessary job skills through four improved educational institutions.’! The
conclusion of this joint project is expected to be completed in approximately 2023, as the Indonesian
government is primarily focusing on skill development.702

On 4 December 2018, the Ministry of Manpower and Better Work Indonesia implemented
guidelines towards improving working conditions for employees within Indonesian garment
factories.”03 Nearly 400,000 employers will be protected by these guidelines, which aim to improve
employment contracts and worker rights.704

On 21 December 2018, the Government of Indonesia and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) announced their partnership to aid vulnerable and disabled

899 Skill India receives further boost from the collaboration between Shri Vishwakarma Skill University and National

Institute of Technical Teachers Training & Research, Skill India (New Delhi) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019.
https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images/latest%20news/Press%20Release_Shri%20Vishwakarma%20Skill%20Universit
y.pdf.

7% Government plans skill vouchers to make youth more skillful, The Economic Times (Mumbai) 4 March 2019. Access
Date: 10 May 2019. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/skill-vouchers-in-the-works-to-
attract-youth-to-undertake-skilling-programmes/articleshow/68246617.cms.

71 ADB to Enhance Advanced Skills Development and Upgrade Higher Education Quality in Indonesia, Asian
Development Bank (Jakarta) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 15 February 2019. https://www.adb.org/news/adb-
enhance-advanced-skills-development-and-upgrade-higher-education-quality-indonesia.

792 ADB to Enhance Advanced Skills Development and Upgrade Higher Education Quality in Indonesia, Asian
Development Bank (Jakarta) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 15 February 2019. https://www.adb.org/news/adb-
enhance-advanced-skills-development-and-upgrade-higher-education-quality-indonesia.

793 Government teams up with Australia to improve employment, workforce, The Jarkarta Post (Jakarta) 7 February
2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/07/government-teams-up-with-
australia-to-improve-employment-workforce.html.

7%% Better Work Indonesia helps communicate employment rules across the country’s garment industry, BetterWork
(Jakarta) 4 December 2018. Access Date: 16 February 2019. https://betterwork.org/blog/2018/12/04/better-work-
indonesia-helps-communicate-employment-rules-across-the-countrys-garment-industry/.
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Indonesian youth.”0> This is accomplished through educational institutions and vocational schools
providing high-quality training to increase employability.706

On 7 February 2019, the Indonesian government announced it will be working in partnership with
the Government of Australia to attract direct and foreign investment to expand employment
opportunities within Indonesia.”” The partnership will target employment issues and cooperate with
policymakers to expand the labour market within Indonesia.”0

On 4 March 2019, the Government of Indonesia and the Government of Australia implemented the
Indonesia-Australia Skills Development Exchange Pilot Project, which enables skilled individuals to
engage in skills training through assigned work placements within multiple business sectors.”?” The
Pilot Project will be held for a maximum duration of six months, as the individuals involved will be
eligible to travel between both countries, while receiving training within sectors related to finance,
engineering, telecommunication services and mining.”10

The Indonesian government has taken action to promote both vocational training and skills
development, in two key areas.

Thus, Indonesia has received a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Saranngan V aithianathan

Italy: 0

Italy has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 23 January 2019, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte declared at the World Economic Forum that
the Italian government’s newly announced income support program would lift five million Italians
out of poverty and upgrade of its physical and digital infrastructure.”!!

On 4 March 2019, the Italian government launched the National Innovation Fund and invested
EURI1 billion to help Italian startups. The fund allows support for innovative companies to generate
opportunities for qualified work.712

705 Education, Youth and Training, USAID (Washington, D.C.) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 1 March 2019.

https://www.usaid.gov/indonesia/education.

706 Education, Youth and Training, USAID (Washington, D.C.) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 1 March 2019.
https://www.usaid.gov/indonesia/education.

77 Government teams up with Australia to improve employment, workforce, The Jarkarta Post (Jakarta) 7 February
2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/07/government-teams-up-with-
australia-to-improve-employment-workforce.html.

798 Government teams up with Australia to improve employment, workforce, The Jarkarta Post (Jakarta) 7 February
2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/07/government-teams-up-with-
australia-to-improve-employment-workforce.html.

79 Memorandum of Understanding on the Indonesia-Australia Skills Development Exchange Pilot Project, Australian
Government|Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 12 April 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/iacepa-text/Pages/iacepa-mou-indonesia-aus-skills-
development-exchange-pilot-project.aspx.

" Memorandum of Understanding on the Indonesia-Australia Skills Development Exchange Pilot Project, Australian
Government|Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 12 April 2019.
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/iacepa-text/Pages/iacepa-mou-indonesia-aus-skills-
development-exchange-pilot-project.aspx.

7 Italy’s prime minister promises to change Italy in two years, Reuters (Davos) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 1 March
2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-davos-meeting-italy-conte/italys-prime-minister-promises-to-change-italy-
in-two-years-idUSKCN1PH2PG.
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On 6 March 2019, the Italian government launched the “citizens’ income” program to combat Italy’s
ongoing poverty and unemployment issues.’’3 The program will address these issues through
increased unemployment benefits, welfare subsidies and job training or locating programs.’!4 Eligible
members who annually earn less than EUR9,360, will receive payments of EUR780 on a monthly
basis.1>

In April 2019, the National Coordination of the New Italian Generations (CoNNGI) produced the
Manifesto of the New Italian Generations 2019 which brought over 30 associations of young people
of migrant backgrounds to discuss the enhancement of skills.”1¢

Italy has taken action to promote skills development offerings but has not taken significant action to
promote the reskilling workers

Thus, Italy has received a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Saranngan V aithianathan

Japan: -1

Japan has failed to comply with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future
of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 26 December 2018, the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare announced that it will
change the reporting process for occupational accidents to include nationality, region, and residency
status of the injured worker to gain more accurate knowledge on this issue.”!” This is based on a
report looking to reduce occupational accidents among foreign workers.”!8

On 25 January 2019, the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare informed participating
companies of its plans to cancel an existing technical training program.”® Through cancelling this
program, it hopes to install an ameliorated version in its place for foreign labourers.720

72 The National Innovation Fund Unveiled, Ministry of Economic Development (Rome) 5 March 2019. Access Date: 5
May 2019. https://www.mise.gov.it/index.php/en/news/en/202-news-english/2039363-the-national-innovation-fund-
unveiled.

3 Italy launches €7 billion ‘citizens” income’ plan to combat poverty, Deutsche Welle (Berlin) 6 March 2019. Access
Date: 12 April 2019. https://www.dw.com/en/italy-launches-7-billion-citizens-income-plan-to-combat-poverty/a-
47798245.

714 Italy launches €7 billion ‘citizens’ income’ plan to combat poverty, Deutsche Welle (Berlin) 6 March 2019. Access
Date: 12 April 2019. https://www.dw.com/en/italy-launches-7-billion-citizens-income-plan-to-combat-poverty/a-
47798245.

s Italy launches €7 billion ‘citizens’ income’ plan to combat poverty, Deutsche Welle (Berlin) 6 March 2019. Access
Date: 12 April 2019. https://www.dw.com/en/italy-launches-7-billion-citizens-income-plan-to-combat-poverty/a-
47798245.

" The CoNNGI presents the "Manifesto of the New Italian Generations 2019", Ministry of Labour and Social Policies
(Rome) 17 April 2019. Access Date: 5 May 2019. https://www.lavoro.gov.it/notizie/Pagine/Il-CONNGI-presenta-il-
Manifesto-delle-Nuove-Generazioni-Italiane-2019.aspx.

I HEHRLSEERANO—BERET IEESRER] DL &ZH, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
(Tokyo) 26 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_03037.html.

T8 IS ERLSEERAO—BERET IEESRER DL &ZH, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
(Tokyo) 26 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_03037.html.

PR BHEORTICE DB EREMS EITIVE L7, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (Tokyo) 25
January 2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_03368.html.

PO BERBHBEORTICE DB EREHSEITIVE L7, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (Tokyo) 25
January 2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_03368.html.
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On 30 January 2019, Yasuo Ariga, Deputy Director of Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of
Japan attended the Technical Intern Training Program (TTTP) seminar in Delhi, India. The National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) in India will be sending 17 skilled candidates to Japan under
the TITP to fuel the transfer of best practices to Indian skilled workers.”2!

On 8 February 2019, the Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry, the Saudi Ministry of
Energy, Industry and Mineral Resources, and other corporations completed an industrial training
program for Saudi engineers, hosted by Saudi institute for Industrial Cities and Technology Zones
(Modon).722 A total of 100 engineers from 25 companies participated in the two intensive instructing
sessions in Dammam and Riyadh.72

On 15 April 2019, the Government of Japan hosted a session “about the way of occupation of skill
training” at the Ministry Health, Labour and Welfare.724

Japan has taken action toward addressing one of the key areas in improving labour conditions but
has not done so through promoting vocational training or skills development.

Thus, Japan receives a score of —1.725
Apnalyst: Emi Yasuda

Korea: 0

Korea has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 10 December 2018, 500 students started one-year courses designed by Samsung Electronics Co.
to foster software experts as part of its project to educate 10,000 young people in the sector over the
next five years.’?0 The project is sponsored by the Ministry of Employment and Labor.”2” The
company said it will recruit students twice a year, with an announcement on the next intake slated for
May 2019.728

On 11 December 2018, Minister of Employment and Labor Mr. Lee Jae-kap briefed the Ministry’s
2019 policy priorities to the President, the Prime Minister, members of political parties and
government officials at the Ministry’s headquarters in Sejong.”? The briefing announced that there

721 skill India sends first batch of Care Workers under TITP to Japan, National Skills Network (Delhi) 31 January 2019.

Access Date: 10 May 2019. https://www.nationalskillsnetwork.in/care-workers-titp-to-japan/.

722Saudi—Japanese Training Program for 100 Industrial Engineers, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 8 February 2019. Access
Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1883402.

723 Saudi-Japanese Training Program for 100 Industrial Engineers, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 8 February 2019. Access
Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1883402.

2% About holding of the fourth "examination team about the way of occupation of skill training", Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare (Tokyo) 12 April 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019.
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_04401.html.

72 This non-compliance was determined after a deep search of the following websites:

http://www .kantei.go.jp/foreign/index-e.html, http://www.mof.go.jp/english/, http://www.miti.go.jp/index-e.html.
726 Samsung Starts Education Program to Foster Software Experts, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 10 December 2018.
Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN201812100020003207?section=search.

727 Samsung Starts Education Program to Foster Software Experts, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 10 December 2018.
Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN201812100020003207?section=search.

728 Samsung Starts Education Program to Foster Software Experts, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 10 December 2018.
Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN201812100020003207?section=search.

72 Minister briefed President on 2019 policy priorities, Ministry of Employment and Labor (Seoul) 12 December 2018.
Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.moel.go.kr/english/poli/poliNewsnews_view.jsp?idx=1504.
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are plans to create a more inclusive labor market by focusing on expanding job opportunities and
decent jobs.730

On 14 December 2018, the Presidential Committee on Job Creation finalized a new policy goal;
aiming to create 55,000 new jobs in the healthcare services sector by 2022 and the plan includes the
hiring of 9,300 nurses to help upgrade quality of medical services.”! The presidential committee also
approved a plan to establish “social services centers” nationwide to better take care of
underprivileged children and senior citizens.”32

On 6 January 2019, the Ministry of Employment and Labor and the Minimum Wage Committee
announced a draft plan — a trilateral panel of business leaders, labor representatives, and outside
experts assigned with deciding on a minimum houtly wage.”?> The plan includes having two
subcommittees tasked with setting the legal upper and lower thresholds and deciding on the actual
rate, respectively.’3*

On 7 January 2019, Minister Lee Jae-kap announced a draft agenda for discussion to improve the
minimum wage-fixing machinery for the first time in 31 years.”> The key items on the agenda aimed
at improving the rationality, objectivity and fairness of the minimum wage setting process.”3

On 8 January 2018, the government announced that it will pay KRWS860 billion in subsidies to all
universities and colleges nationwide this year to help upgrade their academic competitiveness.”’

On 15 January 2019, President Moon Jae-in asked the country’s top conglomerates and large firms to
increase their local investment and create more jobs.”® The meeting was attended by the top
executive officers and representatives of about 130 local companies.”?

On 17 January 2019, Minister of SMEs and Startups Hong Jong-haak announced that the Korean
government will be investing KRW4 trillion in venture capital market in 2019.740 Korea has been
secking to nurture venture companies and start-ups as a part of its policy to support smaller
businesses and reduce the youth unemployment rate.”#!

730 Minister briefed President on 2019 policy priorities, Ministry of Employment and Labor (Seoul) 12 December 2018.

Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.moel.go.kr/english/poli/poliNewsnews_view.jsp?idx=1504.

31 Gov't to Create 55,000 Healthcare Services Jobs by 2022, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 14 December 2018. Access
Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20181214004000325?section=search.

732 Gov't to Create 55,000 Healthcare Services Jobs by 2022, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 14 December 2018. Access
Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20181214004000325?section=search.

73 Gov't to Alter Decision-Making Process for Minimum Wage to Soothe Criticism, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 6
January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190107009600315?section=search.
73 Gov't to Alter Decision-Making Process for Minimum Wage to Soothe Criticism, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 6
January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190107009600315?section=search.
73 MOEL to discuss ways to improve the minimum wage-fixing system, Ministry of Employment and Labor (Seoul) 10
January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.moel.go.kr/english/poli/poliNewsnews_view.jsp?idx=1505.

73 MOEL to discuss ways to improve the minimum wage-fixing system, Ministry of Employment and Labor (Seoul) 10
January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.moel.go.kr/english/poli/poliNewsnews_view.jsp?idx=1505.

" Gov't to Give 860 Billion Won in Subsidies to Universities, Colleges This Year, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 7 January
2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190108008000325?section=search.

738 (3rd LD) President Calls on Large Firms to Create More Jobs, Increase Investment, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 15
January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190115008753315?section=search.
739 (3rd LD) President Calls on Large Firms to Create More Jobs, Increase Investment, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 15
January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190115008753315?section=search.
749 \enture Minister Vows to Expand Support for Startups, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date:
21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN201901170016003207section=search.

1 enture Minister Vows to Expand Support for Startups, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date:
21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN201901170016003207section=search.
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On 20 February 2019, the Korean government announced it had detected 182 suspected hiring
irregularities at over 1,200 public companies and institutions, concluding its three-month-long
inspection into fairness and transparency in their employment practices.”#2

On 24 April 2019 the Government of Korea announced that is has set aside KRW2.1 trillion in its
next budget to further the social safety net.’# Items receiving greater financial support include
unemployment benefits for those between jobs, and vocational training for unemployed people, as
well as job creation.”4

Korea has taken actions to build an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of Work by promoting
vocation training and skills development and addressing one key area.

Thus, Kotea receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Shubdeep Randbawa

Mexico: 0

Mexico has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 10 January 2019, Secretary of Labour and Social Welfare Luisa Marfa Alcalde Lujan issued
guidelines for the implementation of the apprenticeship program Youth Building the Future.’> This
initiative includes an objective to pay 2.3 million young people aged 18 to 29 to acquire or strengthen
technical and soft skills for a period of up to twelve months.7#¢ The guidelines also include an
educational grant of MXN3,600 per month to members of the program.7+7

On 18 February 2019, Undersecretary of Employment in the Secretariat of Labor and Social Welfare
Horacio Duarte Olivares released an update on apprenticeship program Youth Building the
Future.”8 He stated that from January 14 to date, 49,000 young people had been associated with a
company to begin training.7# This announcement indicates the Mexican government’s intent to
implement their initiative to provide vocational and technical skills to youth, thereby boosting their
employment opportunities.

2 Gov't Inspection Uncovers 182 Hiring Irregularities at Public Institutions, Yonhap News Agency (Seoul) 20 February
2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190220004900325?section=search.

35 Korea draws up 6.7 tin-won extra budget to tackle economic slowdown, fine dust, Korea Herald (Seoul) 11 April
2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190424000145

7445 Korea draws up 6.7 tin-won extra budget to tackle economic slowdown, fine dust, Korea Herald (Seoul) 11 April
2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190424000145

7** | ineamientos para la operacion del Programa Jévenes Construyendo el Futuro, Diario Oficial de la Federacion
(Mexico City) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019.
http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5547857&fecha=10/01/2019.

748 Concerns as Mexico’s apprenticeship drive comes into play, Financial Times (London) 11 January 2019. Access Date:
3 February 2019.

https://www.ft.com/content/d3645e26-1593-11e9-a581-4ff78404524e.

7 ineamientos para la operacion del Programa Jévenes Construyendo el Futuro, Diario Oficial de la Federacién
(Mexico City) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019.
http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5547857&fecha=10/01/2019.

78 E| cambio en materia laboral esta en marcha: Luisa Marfa Alcalde, El Universal (Mexico City) 18 February 2018.
Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/sindicatos-se-deben-democratizar-luisa-
maria-alcalde.

7% E| cambio en materia laboral estd en marcha: Luisa Marfa Alcalde, El Universal (Mexico City) 18 February 2018.
Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/sindicatos-se-deben-democratizar-luisa-
maria-alcalde.
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On 17 March 2019, Secretary of Labour and Social Welfare Luisa Maria Alcalde Lujan stated the
2018-2024 National Development Plan would aim to ensure workers earn a living wage.” This
labour reform aims to strengthen collective bargaining as a means to boost wages.’>! This
commitment represents a social dialogue on the importance of social protections and improved
formalization of labour.

On 13 April 2019, Secretary of Labour and Social Welfare Luisa Marfa Alcalde Lujan reaffirmed the
status of the Youth Building the Future apprenticeship program, stressing that it was not a selective
program but “a universal one.”752 Less than a hundred days after initiation, almost 350,000 young
people have been linked with firms, and a similar number are in the process of finding a center for
training.”>3

Mexico has made substantial progress towards building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of
Work through the promotion of skill development in two of the key areas.

Thus, Mexico has received a score of 0.
Analyst: Max Somer

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable Future of
Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 7 December 2018, the Minister of Labor and Social Protection of the Russian Federation, Maxim
Topilin, and the Minister of Labor and Social Protection of the Republic of Belarus, Irina Kostevich,
held a joint meeting of the colleges of the ministries. Minister Topilin spoke about health and labor
protection of workers and the digitalization of the social sphere.”5*

On 30 December 2018, the Government of the Russian Federation released Order N 3025, which
approved the Special Program and the plan of measures for the organization of vocational training
and additional professional education of citizens of pre-retirement age for the period up to 2024.75
The goal of the program is to promote the employment of citizens of pre-retirement age by
organizing vocational training, additional vocational education to acquire or develop existing

73% salarios tan bajos no nos convienen a nadie: Alcalde, El Universal (Mexico City) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 30

March 2019.

https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/salarios-tan-bajos-no-convienen-nadie-alcalde.

731 salarios tan bajos no nos convienen a nadie: Alcalde, El Universal (Mexico City) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 30
March 2019.

https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/salarios-tan-bajos-no-convienen-nadie-alcalde.

732 “Moches” no seran tolerados en Jovenes Construyendo el Futuro: STPS, La Razén (Monterrey) 13 April 2019. Access
Date: 16 April 2019.
https://www.razon.com.mx/mexico/moches-no-seran-tolerados-en-jovenes-construyendo-el-futuro-stps-luisa-maria-
alcalde/.

733 “Moches” no seran tolerados en Jovenes Construyendo el Futuro: STPS, La Razén (Monterrey) 13 April 2019. Access
Date: 16 April 2019.
https://www.razon.com.mx/mexico/moches-no-seran-tolerados-en-jovenes-construyendo-el-futuro-stps-luisa-maria-
alcalde/.

7>* The Ministers of Labor and Social Protection of Russia and Belarus discussed labor protection and IT projects in the
social sphere, Russian Ministry of Labour and Social Protection (Minsk) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 17 May 2019.
https://rosmintrud.ru/social/68.

%% Order of the Government of the Russian Federation of December 30, 2018 N 3025-p On approval of the Special
Program and the plan of measures for the organization of vocational training and additional professional education of
citizens of pre-retirement age for the period up to 2024 (Moscow) 30 December 2018. Access Date: 17 May 2019.
https://www.garant.ru/products/ipo/prime/doc/72041820/.
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knowledge, competencies and skills that ensure competitiveness and professional mobility in the
labor market.750

On 14-18 January 2019, the International Labour Organization (ILO) hosted a staff training
wotkshop on Skills for Trade and Economic Diversification (STED) methodology within the
framework of the Norwegian-funded SKILL-UP Global Component on knowledge-sharing amongst
countries. STED offers approaches to integrating skills development into sector and development
strategies. The training brought more than 20 project staff, including representatives from the G20
Training Strategy Project, funded by the Russian Federation.”>7

On 15 March 2019, the ILO’s Project Applying the G20 Training Strategy: A Partnership of the ILO
and the Russian Federation (Phase 2), National Project Steering Committee (NPSC) third meeting
took place at the Ministry of Education and Science of the Kyrgyz Republic. The meeting discussed
the progress of the project and relevant activities that took place in 2018.758

On 15 March 2019, Minister of Labot and Social Protection of the Russian Federation Maxim
Topilin announced that 31 regions will receive funds to train workers in the framework of the
national project on labour productivity. The goal of the program is to ensure that workers learn new
competencies to increase labor productivity, and that the regions will receive new equipment and
technologies for their workplaces.”?

On 25 March 2019, the international educational program REGION-PROFT’s (“Managing the
changes in the VET system to strengthen regional economy”) results were presented to the Head of
the Republic of Sakha Aisen Nikolaev and his team. The program is part of the Russia-ILO initiative
“Applying the G20 Training Strategy,” which aimed to train VET management teams to develop and
implement new educational programs in line with regional economic development goals.”60

On 16 April 2019, the first educational programs under the plan for the implementation of measures
of the federal project “Older generation” devoted to reskilling of elderly people started in mid-
March, earlier than initially planned. The Ministry of Labor of Russia sets the task of the regions to
interact with both citizens of pre-retirement age and employers for more active inclusion in the
retraining program.7¢!

The Russian government has taken action to promote both vocational training and skills
development in two key areas.

Thus, Russia has received a score of +1.

7% Order of the Government of the Russian Federation of December 30, 2018 N 3025-p On approval of the Special

Program and the plan of measures for the organization of vocational training and additional professional education of
citizens of pre-retirement age for the period up to 2024 (Moscow) 30 December 2018. Access Date: 17 May 2019.
https://www.garant.ru/products/ipo/prime/doc/72041820/.

7 SKILL-UP project meeting and STED Training, International Labour Organization (Geneva) 7 February 2019. Access
Date: 10 May 2019. https://www.ilo.org/skills/pubs/WCMS_669771/lang--en/index.htm.

738 Kyrgyzstan’s Project Steering Committee to review Project’s progress to date and planned interventions for 2019,
International Labour Organization (Bishkek) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 10 May 2019.
https://www.ilo.org/skills/projects/g20ts/kyrgyzstan/WCMS_683783/lang--en/index.htm.

739 Minister Maxim Topilin: 31 regions will receive funds to train workers in the framework of the national project on
labor productivity, Russian Ministry of Labour and Social Protection (Moscow) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 17 May
2019. https://rosmintrud.ru/employment/employment/732.

780 Results of the international educational program REGION-PROFI «Managing the changes in the VET system to
strengthen regional economy», International Labour Organization (Geneva) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 4 May 2019.
https://www.ilo.org/skills/projects/g20ts/WCMS_681677/lang--en/index.htm.

761Training for citizens of pre-retirement age began ahead of schedule, Russian Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection (Moscow) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 17 May 2019. https://rosmintrud.ru/employment/employment/738.
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Apnalysts: Isabel Davis and Irina Popova

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skill development.

On 20 January 2019, the Unified Regulation of Women’s Work Environment was inaugurated by the
Saudi Ministry of Labour and Social Development.’®2 The Unified Regulation of Women’s Work
Environment is an enterprise aimed at encouraging the participation of Saudi females in different
sectors of the market-place, insuring comfortable and secure working conditions for women, in
addition to promoting the presence of women in private industries of the market-place.”63

On 23 January 2019, the Saudi Ministry of Housing, the Ministry of Labour and Social Development,
the Council of Saudi Chambers, the Human Resources Development Fund (HRDF), and the Saudi
Contractors Authority signed a scheme to localize 80,000 jobs in the public and private work
industries for Saudi citizens between 2019 and December of 2020.7¢* Under the governmental
scheme partners will be committed to develop the adroitness of employees’ and provide job
opportunities for citizens.”¢

On 31 January 2019, the Saudi Ministers of Education, Labour and Social Development,
Communications and Information Technology instigates the National Labour Observatory Portal.7¢6
Mohammed Al Sudairy, Director General of the Human Resources Development Fund announced
that “the launch of the portal commits to our work in accordance with partnership with a number of
government entities to support and empower citizens in the labour market through training,
qualifying and employment programs and initiatives.”767

On 1 February 2019, the Saudi Public Investment Fund inaugurated the graduate development
project to empower Saudi competencies in the workforce, in addition to develop their skills to suit
the needs of the current and future market.’68 The project aims to assign the participants in four
fields: the investment field, the general field, the real estate and project management field.”s?

On 8 February 2019, the Saudi Ministry of Energy, Industry and Mineral Resources, the Japanese
Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry, and other corporations completed an industrial training
program for Saudi engineers, hosted by Saudi institute for Industrial Cities and Technology Zones

762 Ministry of Labor and Social Development announces launch of unified regulation of womens work environment,
Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 20 January 2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1876108.

763 Ministry of Labor and Social Development announces launch of unified regulation of womens work environment,
Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 20 January 2019. Access Date: 3 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1876108.

76t 80,000 jobs in real estate and contracting sectors, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 4
February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1877546.

765 80,000 jobs in real estate and contracting sectors, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 4
February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1877546.

7% HIRDF Launches NLO Portal to Encourage Localization and Regulate Labor Market, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 31
January 2019. Access Date: 5 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1880741.

77 HRDF Launches NLO Portal to Encourage Localization and Regulate Labor Market, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 31
January 2019. Access Date: 5 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1880741.

788 The Public investment Fund launch the graduate development program to qualify national competencies, Okaz
(Jeddah) 1 February 2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.okaz.com.sa/article/1703008.

7% The Public investment Fund launch the graduate development program to qualify national competencies, Okaz
(Jeddah) 1 February 2019. Access Date: 9 February 2019. https://www.okaz.com.sa/article/1703008.
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(Modon).770 A total of 100 engineers from 25 companies participated in the two intensive instructing
sessions in Dammam and Riyadh.”"!

On 22 February 2019, during a state visit to China, His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz, sighed a memorandum to incorporate the Chinese language in curricula of all
educational levels in the Saudi schools and universities.”’2 The promotion of the Chinese language is
intended to provide citizens with the skills demanded by the future global market, in the field of
employment and education.””

On 15 March 2019, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council for Family Affair Dr Hala Al T'waijri
highlighted efforts by the Kingdom to eradicate obstacles facing the integration of women into the
labour market.”74

On 26 March 2019, the HRDF announced that they recently made adjustments to the program that
assists women working in the private sector through licensed smart applications to provide safe
transportation in partnership with private taxi companies. The changes focused on the conditions of
enrollment to facilitate the registration of more female Saudi workers to support the empowerment
of women.””>

On 6 April 2019, the HRDF confirmed the development of a number of electronic training courses
that aim to develop the skills of students and job seekers.776

On 12 April 2019, the Saudi Ministry of Labour and Social Development launched the National
Transformation Program (NTP) which seeks the establishment of a more inclusive labour market for
women, people with disabilities, and all citizens.””” Through the N'TP Initiative and the amendment
of current legislature, the Ministry of Labour and Social Development seeks to achieve a 12 per cent
employment rate among people with disabilities and a 25 per cent employment rate among women
by the year 2020.778

On 17 April 2019, the HRDF held a conference in Riyadh for establishments with training programs
to engage in workshops and learn about the opportunities offered by the Tamir Training Program.

770Saudi—Japanese Training Program for 100 Industrial Engineers, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 8 February 2019. Access

Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1883402.

7 Saudi-Japanese Training Program for 100 Industrial Engineers, Saudi Press Agency (Riyadh) 8 February 2019. Access
Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/1883402.

72 Coinciding with Current State Visit of HRH Crown Prince to China, Starting Plan to Include Chinese Language, in
Curricula of Educational Stages, in KSA, Agreed, Saudi Press Agency (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 23
February 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1889032.

7 Coinciding with Current State Visit of HRH Crown Prince to China, Starting Plan to Include Chinese Language, in
Curricula of Educational Stages, in KSA, Agreed, Saudi Press Agency (Beijing) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 23

774 KSA Affirms Going Forward in Supporting Women'’s Full Participation in Sustainable Development (New York) 15
March 2019. Access Date: 28 March 2019. https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1899370.

775 Securing a means of transportation for female employees in the private sector through smart applications, Human
Resources Development Fund (Riyadh) 26 March 2019. Access Date: 24 June 2019.
https://www.hrdf.org.sa/News/2969.

77 The Human Resources Development Fund develops online training courses to meet the needs of the labor market,
Human Resources Development Fund (Riyadh) 6 April 2019. Access Date: 24 June 2019.
https://www.hrdf.org.sa/News/2997.

77 Employment for Saudi Women is a ‘right and a necessity’ (Riyadh) 12 April 2019. Access Date: 13 April 2019.
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1481706/saudi-arabia.

778 Employment for Saudi Women is a ‘right and a necessity’ (Riyadh) 12 April 2019. Access Date: 13 April 2019.
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1481706/saudi-arabia.
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That program aims to provide university students with opportunities to develop skills required for
the labour market through practical training.””?

Saudi Arabia have taken actions to promote vocational training and skills development in one key
area.

Thus, Saudi Arabia has received a score of 0.

Aunalyst: Omar Abdellatif

South Africa: 0

South Africa has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 4 December 2018, the National Assembly passed the iKamva National e-Skills Institute (iNeSI)
Bill.78 The bill seeks to promote the use of information, communication and technology through the
iKamva National e-Skills Institute.78!

On 30 January 2019, Chief Director for Statutory Services Fikiswa Mncanca announced that names
of employers who fail to comply with the National Minimum Wage (NMW) will be published on the
website of the Department of Labour.”82 The NMW was recently signed into law and enforced on 1
January 2019.783

On 30 January 2019, a joint initiative of the Commission for Conciliation Mediation and Arbitration
(CCMA) and Business Unity South Africa (BUSA) went live.”®* The tool allows entrepreneurs to
source information on how to recruit staff; how to manage employees and build sound workplace.”8>

On 20 February 2019, the Department of Social Development called upon all unemployed social
workers and auxiliary social workers to register on the Departmental database by 31 March 2019.78¢
This is in order for the Department of Social Development to keep a record of unemployed qualified
graduates in the aforementioned fields.”87

7® Human Resources Development Fund brings together enterprises and researchers for training opportunities at

"Tamhir", Human Resources Development Fund (Riyadh) 17 April 2019. Access Date: 24 June 2019.
https://www.hrdf.org.sa/News/2999.

780 Boost for Digital Skills Training, SA News (Cape Town) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2018.
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/boost-digital-skills-training.

B 00st for Digital Skills Training, SA News (Cape Town) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2018.
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/boost-digital-skills-training.

782 Minister Mildred Oliphant Announces National Minimum Wage Commission, South African Government (Cape
Town) 30 January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.gov.za/speeches/minister-mildred-oliphant-announces-
national-minimum-wage-commission-30-jan-2019-0000.

78 Minister Mildred Oliphant Announces National Minimum Wage Commission, South African Government (Cape
Town) 30 January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.gov.za/speeches/minister-mildred-oliphant-announces-
national-minimum-wage-commission-30-jan-2019-0000.

78 New Web Tool for Small Businesses, Entrepreneurs, SA News (Cape Town) 30 January 2019. Access Date: 21
February 2019. www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/new-web-tool-small-businesses-entrepreneurs.

78 New Web Tool for Small Businesses, Entrepreneurs, SA News (Cape Town) 30 January 2019. Access Date: 21
February 2019. www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/new-web-tool-small-businesses-entrepreneurs.

78 Social Development on Registration of Unemployed Social Work Graduates, South African Government (Cape Town)
20 February 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.gov.za/speeches/social-development-encourages-
unemployed-social-work-graduates-register-departmental.

787 social Development on Registration of Unemployed Social Work Graduates, South African Government (Cape Town)
20 February 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.gov.za/speeches/social-development-encourages-
unemployed-social-work-graduates-register-departmental.
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On 20 February 2019, the North West Department of Labour’s Unemployment Insurance Fund
(UIF) together with Compensation Fund (CF) and the Public Employment Services (PES) unit
announced that it has embarked on a series of outreach campaigns which will run from 25 February
2019 to 28 February 2019.78 The campaigns are aimed at bringing services to people and fast
tracking business registrations and finalization of claims.”8

On 11 April 2019, the African Union Development Agency-NEPAD in partnership with the
German Government and the South African Department of Higher Education and Training
(DHET) launched the Funding Window 1.79° This is a call for proposals for large skills development
investment projects proposed by domestic training entities in partnership with companies under the
Skills Initiative for Africa.”!

South Africa has taken actions that promote skills development but not vocational training to address
the three key areas.

Thus, South Africa receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Emi Yasuda

Turkey: 0

Turkey has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and sustainable
Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skill development.

On 13 January 2019, The President of The Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan launched as
part of an agreement with the State of Qatar the construction of a shared military manufacturing and
technology base to enhance the military production in the two states.”? Erdogan indicated that, “the
investment value of the project will amount to 500 million dollars and will improve the skills of our
youth in the field of military industry, after it enters full production in 2023 the project will provide
production for ten thousand people.”7?3

On 14 January 2019, 33 Turkish students were sent as part of an educational scholarship by the
Turkish Ministry of Education to China and the Russian Federation in order to gain the soft-skills
required for the management of a planned nuclear reactor in Turkey.”* The Ministry of Energy and
Natural Resources announced in a statement, “T'wenty-five students will study at the St. Petersburg
Polytechnic University to work at the Akoyo nuclear power plant after completion of training

78 | abour on Naming and Shaming of Employers Who Fail to Comply with National Minimum Wage, South African

Government (Cape Town) 30 January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.gov.za/speeches/abide-nmw-30-jan-
2019-0000.

78 | abour on Naming and Shaming of Employers Who Fail to Comply with National Minimum Wage, South African
Government (Cape Town) 30 January 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019. www.gov.za/speeches/abide-nmw-30-jan-
2019-0000.

7% aunch of the Call for Proposals for Large Skills Development Investment Projects in South Africa, Skills Initiative for
Africa (Johannesburg) 11 April 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://skillsafrica.org/news/press-release-modified-for-
cape-town.

1 L aunch of the Call for Proposals for Large Skills Development Investment Projects in South Africa, Skills Initiative for
Africa (Johannesburg) 11 April 2019. Access Date: 3 May 2019. https://skillsafrica.org/news/press-release-modified-for-
cape-town.

792 Turkish President announces establishment of a Turkish defense cooperation base with Qatar, Kuwait News Agency
(Ankara) 13 January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2769721.

793 Turkish President announces establishment of a Turkish defense cooperation base with Qatar, Kuwait News Agency
(Ankara) 13 January 2019. Access Date: 6 February 2019. https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2769721.

794 Acting Governor of Jazan Region sponsors the signing of employment agreements for youth in the region in
different sectors (Jizan) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019.
https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?newsid=1888096.
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programs and will attend training at Russia’s state nuclear energy institution Rosatom in a protocol
signed between the two countries.”7%>

On 9 February 2019, Cappadocia University inaugurated instructing programs on operating pilotless
aircrafts in varying occupations, as part of an agreement with the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation and the Turkish Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure.”” The drone training
program is attracting different age groups due to their applications in industrial, agricultural and aerial
surveying.”7

On 25 February 2019, the Turkish government announced a program to subsidize businesses to
promote employment.”8 Zehra Selcuk the Turkish Minister of Family, Labor and Social Services
indicated that, “As a state, [the government will] pay salaries, taxes and premiums of every new
personnel employed by businesses for three months.”’ The chief of the Turkish Union of
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges, Rifat Hisarciklioglu, added that unions are not engaged in the
promotion of skill development to decrease unemployment.8%0

On 26 February 2019, a memorandum for mechanical and vocational instructing of students and
educators in the sector of robotics, airplane servicing, mechanics, I'T security, coding and mechanized
technology, was signed by the Turkish Ministry of National Education and the Presidency of
Defence Industries.8! The program looks to enhance vocational instructing in college preparatory
schools and promote consciousness of military manufacturing.802

On 1 March 2019, The Turkish Presidency sponsored the Academic and Scientific Cooperation
Project (TABIP), inaugurated by the Institute of Yunus Emre.803 The project installs the necessary
conditions required for boosting Turkish human capital in addition to conducting global diplomatic
ventures are principal goals of the TABIP scheme.504

On 11 March 2019, the Ministry of Labour, Social Services and Family announced the creation of
vocational training initiatives for females in 16 Turkish regions to further promote a more

793 Acting Governor of Jazan Region sponsors the signing of employment agreements for youth in the region in

different sectors (Jizan) 20 February 2019. Access Date: 21 February 2019.
https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?newsid=1888096

798 Tyrkish University organizes educational courses for the use of drone, Anadolu Agency (Nevsehir) 9 February 2019.
Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/,lb ¢ex wl il alasiud duedei ol 9y Abi 4.8 5 deols /5Ll
/1387625.

%7 Tyrkish University organizes educational courses for the use of drone, Anadolu Agency (Nevsehir) 9 February 2019.
Access Date: 10 February 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/,lb ¢en wl il alasiud duedei wl 9y Abi 4.8 55 deols /ils]l-
/1387625.

798Turke\/ launches campaign to raise employment, Anadolu Agency (Istanbul) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 25
February 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-launches-campaign-to-raise-employment/1402439.

799 Turkey launches campaign to raise employment, Anadolu Agency (Istanbul) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 25
February 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-launches-campaign-to-raise-employment/1402439.

800 Turkey launches campaign to raise employment, Anadolu Agency (Istanbul) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 25
February 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-launches-campaign-to-raise-employment/1402439.
801Turkey’s education ministry, defense body to train future tech experts, Daily Sabah (Ankara) 26 February 2019.
Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/education/2019/02/26/turkeys-education-ministry-defense-
body-to-train-future-tech-experts.

802 Turkey’s education ministry, defense body to train future tech experts, Daily Sabah (Ankara) 26 February 2019.
Access Date: 1 March 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/education/2019/02/26/turkeys-education-ministry-defense-
body-to-train-future-tech-experts

893 Minister of National Education Ziya Selguk remarks on TABIP, Yunus Emre Institute (Brussels) 1 March 2019. Access
Date: 3 March 2019. https://www.yee.org.tr/en/news/minister-national-education-ziya-selcuks-remarks-tabip

8% Minister of National Education Ziya Selguk remarks on TABIP, Yunus Emre Institute (Brussels) 1 March 2019. Access
Date: 3 March 2019. https://www.yee.org.tr/en/news/minister-national-education-ziya-selcuks-remarks-tabip.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
137



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

comprehensive integration of women in the labour market.8> The Ministry has also offered
microcredit loans to 180,000 women with low income and has introduced the Strategy Paper and
Action Plan on Women’s Empowerment to support the integration of women in the labour market
using information technology.80¢

On 13 March 2019, Turkish Minister of Labour, Social Services and Family Zehra Selcuk announced
that Turkey stands at the top of the list of European member states of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in terms of women empowerment in the
workforce.897 The aim is to increase the labour force participation rate among women to 41 per cent
and has launched a five-year national plan to emancipate females in the community and workforce.808

Turkey has partially complied with its commitments by promoting both vocational training and skills
development in one key area.

Thus, Turkey has received a score of 0.
Aunalyst: Omar Abdellatif

United Kingdom: 0

The United Kingdom has partially complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and
sustainable Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 6 December 2018, Education Secretary Damian Hinds expressed renewed support for the
Industrial Strategy launched last year in an effort to “boost our nation’s productivity”. The Industrial
Strategy is a move to transition more workers to “highly productive industries” and put the UK at
the forefront of the “Al and data revolution” 8%

On 12 December 2019, the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation published two
research documents on the strengthening of vocational and technical qualifications. The research
evaluates the current functioning of the internal assessment of national technical and vocational
qualifications.810

On 8 March 2019, the UK House of Commons Library published a briefing paper on “T' Levels:
Reforms to Technical Education.” The briefing details planned reforms to the technical education

895 Gender equality leads to development: Turkish minister, Anadolu Agency (Washington, D.C.) 11 March 2019. Access
Date: 29 March 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/gender-equality-leads-to-development-turkish-
minister/1415303.

896 Gender equality leads to development: Turkish minister, Anadolu Agency (Washington, D.C.) 11 March 2019. Access
Date: 29 March 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/gender-equality-leads-to-development-turkish-
minister/1415303.

807 Turkey has seen sharp rise in women’s employment, Anadolu Agency (Washington, D.C.) 13 March 2019. Access
Date: 18 March 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/-turkey-has-seen-sharp-rise-in-women-s-
employment/1417472.

808 Turkey has seen sharp rise in women’s employment, Anadolu Agency (Washington, D.C.) 13 March 2019. Access
Date: 18 March 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/-turkey-has-seen-sharp-rise-in-women-s-
employment/1417472

899 Damian Hinds Technical Education Speech (London) 6 December 2018. Access Date: 25 June 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/damian-hinds-technical-education-speech.

810 Strengthening vocational and technical qualifications, OFQUAL (London) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 7 March
2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strengthening-vocational-and-technical-qualifications.
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system, specifically the new T levels that will offer a technical option alongside A levels and a
degree. 811

On 13 March 2019, the UK government reiterated their commitment to focusing on technical and
vocational skills education. The government will launch the first phase of its National Retraining
Scheme starting this summer and an apprenticeship that will launch over 3 million new
apprenticeships.812

On 15 March 2019, the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport launched a new pilot
scheme to teach coding to carefully vetted prisoners.813 CODE 4000, the organization that will be
working with the prisoners, has been granted new funding by the Digital Department.8!4 It is the
hope that digital skills will help prisoners return to employment positions after their sentence has
expired.815

From 1 April 2019 people will be able to claim up to GBP59,200 annually through the Access to
Work scheme to help assist them with additional support that may be needed in the workplace.81¢
From 8 April 2019, the government increased the maternity allowance for expectant mothers.8!”

On 10 April 2019, Education Secretary Damian Hinds announced the launch of Twelve Institutes of
Technology, which will be set up across the UK to make technical education accessible to young
people. The goal of the initiative is to provide higher level technical training in STEM and to align
training with skills employers need.818

On 10 May 2019, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions Amber Rudd gave a speech at the
Recruitment and Employment Confederation about the future of work. Rudd stated that the UK
government’s labour strategy sought to provide better access to the labour force for everyone, to
create opportunities for progression and better protections for those struggling to navigate the labour
force.81?

The United Kingdom has published research to promoting vocational training to address only one of
the three key areas and skill development in three areas.

81 Member of Parliament Briefing Paper: T Levels: Reforms to Technical Education, House of Commons Library
(London) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 8 March 2019. http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-
7951/CBP-7951.pdf.

812 Spring Statement 2019: Phillip Hammond’s Speech (London). 13 March 2019. Access Date: 25 June 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/spring-statement-2019-philip-hammonds-speech.

813 Coding to be taught in prison to help offenders return to the world of work, Department for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (London) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coding-to-be-taught-in-prison-to-help-offenders-return-to-the-world-of-work.
814 Coding to be taught in prison to help offenders return to the world of work, Department for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (London) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coding-to-be-taught-in-prison-to-help-offenders-return-to-the-world-of-work.
815 Coding to be taught in prison to help offenders return to the world of work, Department for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (London) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coding-to-be-taught-in-prison-to-help-offenders-return-to-the-world-of-work.
818 YK economy delivering record employment, Department for Work and Pensions (London) 16 April 2019. Access
Date: 12 May 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-economy-delivering-record-employment.

817 K economy delivering record employment, Department for Work and Pensions (London) 16 April 2019. Access
Date: 12 May 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-economy-delivering-record-employment.

818 The First Twelve Institutes of Technology Announced (London). 10 April 2019. Access Date: 25 June 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-first-twelve-institutes-of-technology-announced.

8% The Future of the Labour Market (London) 9 May 2019. Access Date: 25 June 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-future-of-the-labour-market.
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Thus, the United Kingdom receives a score of 0.820
Apnalyst: Chantal Elias

United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and
sustainable Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 21 December 2018, the United States government partnered with the Florida Department of
Military Affairs to expand the Florida National Guard Youth ChalleNGe program by creating a new
Job Corps project for at-risk youth.821 USD3.1 million has already been invested into the program,
which will provide career and technical education for youth.822

On 21 December 2018, the United States government announced a grant would be given to Idaho’s
Job Cotps program to allow this program to be run by the state of Idaho.823 The intent was to make
this program better-suited to the specific needs of Idaho Job Corps trainees.824

On 16 January 2019, the United States government pledged USD1,863,815, and approved a
maximum of USD5,591,446, to New York state to provide employment services in sectors that will
help combat the opioid crisis.825 This includes positions such as peer supports, peer recovery
navigators, and intake/cootdinator aids, as well as cateers in healthcare professions telated to
addiction, treatment, prevention, and pain management.526

On 30 January 2019, the United States government pledged USD85 million to 81 YouthBuild
Programs in 32 states.8?’ These programs provide at-risk youth with aid in completing their high
school equivalency training and training in high-demand local industries.828 This grant marks an
expansion from construction training to other industries, such as health care or information
technology.52?

820 Additional information has been provided on a confidential basis suggesting progress on women leadership training,

parallel training and other skills development programs but cannot be included towards the scoring assessment.
81y, Department Of Labor And Florida Department Of Military Affairs Partner To Train At-Risk Youth With Job Corps
Demonstration Project, U.S. Department of Labor (Washington) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20181221-0.

82, Department Of Labor And Florida Department Of Military Affairs Partner To Train At-Risk Youth With Job Corps
Demonstration Project, U.S. Department of Labor (Washington) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20181221-0.

831, Department Of Labor Provides Idaho Flexibility To Better Serve Job Corps Students, Department of Labor,
(Washington) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20181221-1.

84S, Department Of Labor Provides Idaho Flexibility To Better Serve Job Corps Students, Department of Labor,
(Washington) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20181221-1.

825 Updated: U.S. Department of Labor Provides National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grant to Combat Opioid
Crisis in New York State, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190116.

826 Updated: U.S. Department of Labor Provides National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grant to Combat Opioid
Crisis in New York State, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190116.

87y, Department Of Labor Awards $85 Million In Youthbuild Grants, U.S. Department of Labour (Washington) 30
January 2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190130.

88, Department Of Labor Awards $85 Million In Youthbuild Grants, U.S. Department of Labour (Washington) 30
January 2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190130.

895, Department Of Labor Awards $85 Million In Youthbuild Grants, U.S. Department of Labour (Washington) 30
January 2019. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190130.
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On 8 March 2019, the United States government announced that a grant of USD1,363,435, with a
maximum of USD4,090,306, would be given to the Missouri Division of Workforce Development to
provide employment services in sectors that will help combat the opioid crisis in specific counties of
Missouri.830 This includes positions such as peer supports, peer recovery navigators, and
intake/coordinator aids, as well as careers in healthcare professions related to addiction, treatment,
prevention, and pain management.83!

On 11 March 2019, the US Department of Labor released a statement regarding the 2020 Budget. US
Secretary of Labor Alexander Acosta said that “The budget expands apprenticeship opportunities,”
as the budget works towards investing USD160 million in apprenticeships to develop a skilled
workforce in various sectors, supporting transitioning service members’ move to civilian life by
enhancing employment support services, protecting the rights of more than 143 million American
workers, and enhancing paid family leave following the birth of a child.832

On 15 March 2019, the United States government announced that USD886,860 would be given to
the Washington State Department of Employment Security to provide employment services in
sectors that will help combat the opioid crisis.?33 The funding will also help those affected by the
opioid crisis access career training and support services.83*

On 1 April 2019, the United States government held a forum to discuss the challenges faced by
individuals attempting to enter the workforce from the justice system, in order to reduce recidivism
and fill open positions.835

On 10 April 2019, the United States announced it had made USD82.5 million available in Reentry
Employment Opportunity grants and USD5 million in Fidelity Bonding Demonstration grants to
improve employment opportunities for those exiting the justice system.83¢ This program is available
to young adults aged 18-24 or adults 25 and older within two years of release.837

80ys. Department Of Labor Provides National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grant to Combat Opioid Crisis in

Missouri, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190308.

8Blys. Department Of Labor Provides National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grant to Combat Opioid Crisis in
Missouri, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190308.

832 pRESIDENT’S 2020 BUDGET EXPANDS OPPORTUNITIES FOR AMERICA’S WORKFORCE, US Department of Labor
(Washington DC) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 4 May 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20190311.
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Washington, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
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8B4ys. Department Of Labor Provides National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grant to Combat Opioid Crisis in
Washington, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190315.

85y, Department of Labor Holds Strengthening America’s Workforce Event to Discuss Paths for Americans
Transitioning from Justice System to Workforce, United States Department of Labour (Washington) 1 April 2019. Access
date: 21 April 2019. https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20190401.

85ys. Department of Labor Announces $87.5 Million in Grants to Improve Employment Opportunities for Americans
Exiting the Criminal Justice System, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 10 April 2019. Access Date: 21
April 2019. https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190410.

87y, Department of Labor Announces $87.5 Million in Grants to Improve Employment Opportunities for Americans
Exiting the Criminal Justice System, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 10 April 2019. Access Date: 21
April 2019. https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190410.
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On 16 April 2019, the United States government announced a grant to the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity to provide career training to those affected by Hurricane Michael and to
further continue disaster-relief efforts.838

The Unites States has taken action to promote vocational training and skills development in at least
two of the key areas.

Thus, the United States has received a score of +1.
Analyst: Sarah Jevnikar

European Union: +1

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to building an inclusive, fair and
sustainable Future of Work by promoting vocational training and skills development.

On 3 December 2018, the European Union supported a Code Week which attracted 2.74 million
participants, 43, 657 events, and involved 10 per cent of European schools. The goal of Code Week
was to expand digital literacy to all member states. The European Commissioner for Digital
Economy and Society, Mariya Gabriel believes that “only by working with the young generations and
giving them enough opportunities to get ready for their future projects, Europe as a whole will
succeed in the global digital race.”83

On 6 December 2018, five recipients received European Digital Skills Awards at the Imagine Digital
Connect Europe Conference in Vienna. The awards recognize initiatives that have bettered the
digital skills of Europeans at school, at work, girls and women, and for society in general.840

On 13 December 2018, the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop)
centered the 6t Brussels Seminar on the future of vocational education and training. Discussions and
presentations on the future of vocational education and training (VET) centered on the decline of
VET and the contrary increase of VET in higher levels of academic education.4!

On 14 December 2018, Eurofound published a report on working conditions in the European
Union, and their relationship between work and life.842 The report is intended to be used to creation
an appropriate work-life balance policy for European Union employees.

On 18 December 2018, the European Commission and the Commission of the African Union
introduced a European Union - African Union Digital Economy Task Force. The Task Force will

88, Department of Labor Awards Additional Funding to Florida to Continue Disaster Relief Efforts After Hurricane

Michael, United States Department of Labor (Washington) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 21 April 2019.
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20190416.

89 EU Code Week 2018 breaks all-time record, with 2.7 million participants and nearly 44,000 events, European
Commission, Digital Single Market (Brussels) 31 January 2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/digital-
single-market/en/news/eu-code-week-2018-breaks-all-time-record-27-million-participants-and-nearly-44000-events.
80 Winners of the European Digital Skills Awards 2018, European Commission, Digital Single Market (Brussels) 5
December 2018. Access Date: 7 March 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/winners-european-
digital-skills-awards-2018.

g4l Cedefop’s future VET scenarios welcomed by policy-makers, CEDEFOP (Brussels) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 6
March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefops-future-vet-scenarios-welcomed-policy-
makers?fbclid=IwAR0iI6Xz--E_XPtngrIHrFEnuQIwRr3cdNm9Umv9J5wGbQdAG1PBLA81MTk4.

842 Striking a balance: Reconciling work and life in the EU, Eurofound (Brussels) 14 December 2018. Access Date: 8
March 2019.
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/publications/report/2018/striking-a-balance-reconciling-work-and-life-in-the-eu.
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ensure a digital link between the African Union and the European Union via cross-border backbone
infrastructure.843

On 9 January 2019, Cedefop released a database to match individuals’ skills to current and
anticipated labour market needs. The tool gives European Union policy makers an opportunity to
address the changing landscape of vocational education and training and ensure labour needs are
met.84

On 14 February 2019, Cedefop launched online surveys on skills anticipation and matching systems.
To improve the skills governance of European Union member states, Cedefop is gathering the views
of those who use the current skills intelligence in their daily lives. More accessible data on the skills
and labour market will allow people to make informed career decisions and identify jobs that match
their vocational skill aptitude.84>

On 15 February 2019, an expert working group met in Brussels to discuss Cedefop’s second
European Skills and Jobs Survey.84¢ This survey focuses on the relationship between digitisation and
learning, and secks to determine whether EU workers are adapting their skills to changing
technologies and job tasks. The data collected will inform Cedefop’s new research area on
‘Digitalisation and the future of work.’847

On 20 February 2019, Cedefop published new founding regulation outlining the role of the
organization. Chair of Cedefop Management Board, Tatjana Babrauskiene, argued that “[the updated
founding regulation] confirms the agency’s key role at the intersection between education and
training and the labour market, and in VET- related research.”84 The reform of the original 1975
regulation highlights the need to work with member states to “analyse and contribute to
developments related to the design and award of qualifications...in relation to vocational education
and training.”’84?

83 EUAfrica High Level Forum “Taking Cooperation to the digital age,” European Commission, Digital Single Market

(Vienna) 20 December 2018. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/euafrica-high-level-forum-taking-cooperation-digital-age.

g4 Cedefop launches ‘matching skills” online information tool, CEDEFOP (Brussels) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 6
March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefop-launches-matching-skills-online-information-
tool?fbclid=IwAR2QlfYgh3LIL2zu8usgBQdtDAcHOROtWOWPgP6cP537250cO0mugmm29Cpo.

845 Cedefop launches online surveys on skills anticipation and matching systems, CEDEFOP (Brussels) 8 February 2019.
Access Date: 7 March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefop-launches-online-surveys-skills-anticipation-and-
matching-systems?fbclid=IwAR3HYAYEShPwz7zcOrlwElidDC2CRVMhL2J0gsf4VREP-KKy8O7N1-SkYw8.

846 Cedefop launches 2nd European skills and jobs survey, CEDEFOP (Brussels) 26 February 2019. Access Date: 7 March
2019.

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefop-launches-2nd-european-skills-and-jobs-
survey?fbclid=lwAR385019jHvnVvTdp4DGjiofHMfSpmlyvkjliFTpcRBPdiQhKhBQ-97HVzs.

847 Digitalisation and the future of work, CEDEFOP (Brussels)26 February 2019. Access Date: 6 March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/events-and-projects/projects/digitalisation-and-future-work.

B8 \VET's role in shaping Europe’s future discussed at European Parliament/ Cedefop event, CEDEFOP February 28
2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/hu/news-and-press/news/vets-role-shaping-europes-future-discussed-european-
parliamentcedefop-event.

849 Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a European Centre for the Development of
Vocational training (CEDEFOP) and repealing Council Regulation, Office Journal of the European Union (Brussels) 31
January 2019. Access Date: 6 March 2019.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0128&from=EN.
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On 27 February 2019, Cedefop presented their research on the future role of vocational education
and training in the European Union and introduced new founding regulation.80 Anne Sander, a
Member of European Parliament hosting the event, shared that she is in “favour of moving towards
more sharing of good practices at EU level, but also providing more support to Member States
willing to develop VET.”851 The call for evidence-based decisions and increased dialogue was
exemplified by the lively debate among the forty attendees.

On 12 March 2019, Cedefop released country reports summarizing the 2018 Cedefop skills
forecast.8>2 These reports outline future trends in jobs and skills in specific European Union
countries.8>3 This data will help European Union countries preemptively respond to future changes in
the labour market and skill requirements.854

On 18 March 2019, the European Commission launched the European Media Literacy Week in
Brussels and in European Union Member States.5> From 18 to 22 March, the European
Commission ran events highlighting existing initiatives and featured a main event hosted by the
Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society.856 The goal of the week-long initiative was to
emphasize the importance of media literacy in making informed decisions in the digital age and as a
necessary prerequisite for modern democracy.8>7

On 4 April 2019, Cedefop presented the findings of their governance skills review in Slovakia.8>8 The
meeting brought together high-level national stakeholders in a panel discussion identifying policy

80 VET's role in shaping Europe’s future discussed at European Parliament/ Cedefop event, CEDEFOP (Brussels)

February 28 2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/hu/news-and-press/news/vets-role-shaping-europes-future-discussed-european-
parliamentcedefop-event.

BLVET's role in shaping Europe’s future discussed at European Parliament/ Cedefop event, CEDEFOP (Brussels)
February 28 2019. Access Date: 7 March 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/hu/news-and-press/news/vets-role-shaping-europes-future-discussed-european-
parliamentcedefop-event.

82 Cedefop skills forecast findings in new country reports, CEDEFOP (Brussels) March 3 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019.

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefop-skills-forecast-findings-new-country-
reports?fbclid=IwAR3fcbNWIINPNnUBeV6s-BOMCF_6joUeFkr1tPIflfNg809xzsCL3UaRJ2A.

853 Cedefop skills forecast findings in new country reports, CEDEFOP (Brussels) March 3 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019.

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefop-skills-forecast-findings-new-country-
reports?fbclid=IwAR3fcbNWIINPNnUBeV6s-BOMCF_6joUeFkr1tPIflfNg809xzsCL3UaRJ2A.

8 Cedefop skills forecast findings in new country reports, CEDEFOP (Brussels) March 3 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019.

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cedefop-skills-forecast-findings-new-country-
reports?fbclid=IwAR3fcbNWIINPNnUBeV6s-BOMCF_6joUeFkr1tPIflfNg809xzsCL3UaRJ2A.

85 European Media Literacy Week, European Commission (Brussels) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-media-literacy-week.

836 European Media Literacy Week, European Commission (Brussels) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-media-literacy-week.

87 European Media Literacy Week, European Commission (Brussels) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-media-literacy-week.

88 Way forward for skills governance in Slovakia, CEDEFOP (Bratislava) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/fi/news-and-press/news/way-forward-skills-governance-slovakia.
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options to increase skills governance.?®® Both the Cedefop governance review and the panel
discussion focused on the strong link between education and the needs of the labour market.860

On 8 April 2019, the High-Level Group on the Impact of the Digital Transformation on EU Labour
Markets issued their final report.8¢! The report includes recommendations for the European Union,
its member states, and various businesses to ensure a smooth transition to the digital market.362 This
report will guide relevant stakeholders to make their digital markets inclusive and human-centric.863

On 9 April 2019, the European Union hosted Digital Day 2019 with a key emphasis on increasing
the participation of women in the digital sector.8¢* European Commissioner of Digital Economy and
Society Gabriel Mariya stressed that “[tlhe demand for skilled ICT experts is increasing. Europe
needs to take responsibility in [its] hands and involve more women in tech.”8%> The discussions of
Digital Day ended in the unveiling of the Women in Digital DD3 Declaration intended to increase
access for women in the digital market.86

The European Union has fully committed to promoting vocation training and skills development to
address all of the three key areas.

Thus, the European Union receives a score of +1.

Apnalyst: Chantal Elias

859 Way forward for skills governance in Slovakia, CEDEFOP (Bratislava) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/fi/news-and-press/news/way-forward-skills-governance-slovakia.

860 Way forward for skills governance in Slovakia, CEDEFOP (Bratislava) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/fi/news-and-press/news/way-forward-skills-governance-slovakia.

81 Final Report of the High-Level Expert Group on the Impact of the Digital Transformation on EU Labour Markets,
European Commission (Brussels) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/final-report-high-level-expert-group-impact-digital-
transformation-eu-labour-markets.

82 Einal Report of the High-Level Expert Group on the Impact of the Digital Transformation on EU Labour Markets,
European Commission (Brussels) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/final-report-high-level-expert-group-impact-digital-
transformation-eu-labour-markets.

83 Einal Report of the High-Level Expert Group on the Impact of the Digital Transformation on EU Labour Markets,
European Commission (Brussels) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/final-report-high-level-expert-group-impact-digital-
transformation-eu-labour-markets.

8% g April: Digital Day 2019, European Commission (Brussels) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release AGENDA-19-1874_en.htm.

839 April: Digital Day 2019, European Commission (Brussels) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release AGENDA-19-1874_en.htm.

86 g April: Digital Day 2019, European Commission (Brussels) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release AGENDA-19-1874_en.htm.
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5. Energy: Cleaner, Flexible and Transparent Systems

“We encourage energy transitions that combine growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions
Y
towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent systems.”

G20 Buenos Aires Leaders’ Communiqué

Assessment

No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance
Argentina 0
Australia +1
Brazil +1
Canada +1
China +1
France +1
Germany +1
India +1
Indonesia +1
Italy +1
Japan 1
Korea +1
Mexico +1
Russia +1
Saudi Arabia 0
South Africa +1
Turkey 0
United Kingdom +1
United States -1
European Union +1
Average +0.75
Background

At the Cannes Summit in 2011, the G20 leaders, for the first time, committed to promote sustainable
development and green growth as a part of a larger effort to improving the functionality of energy
markets.87 Prior to the Cannes Summit, sustainable energy had not been a strategy of G20 members
in working towards strong and sustainable growth.

In Los Cabos, Mexico, at the 2012 Summit, the leaders reaffirmed their commitment from 2011 to
promote sustainable energy growth., The Los Cabos Summit contained the first mention of climate
change in the leaders’ communiqué. In it, they acknowledged the importance of a future that is
focused on issues larger than the immediate economic crises of the time. G20 leaders recognized that
green growth and sustainable development is capable of providing long-term prosperity and
wellbeing. 868

In the communiqué released at the 2013 St. Petersburg Summit, the G20 leaders collectively praised
the progress of international organizations such as the World Bank, Joint Organization Data
Initiative, the International Energy Agency and the International Energy Forum and the G20 Energy

87520 Leader’s Communiqué: Cannes Summit, G20 (Cannes) 4 November 2011. Access Date: 5 January 2018.

http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2011/2011-cannes-declaration-111104-en.html.
88 520 Leader’s Communiqué: Los Cabos Summit, G20 (Los Cabos) 19 June 2012. Access Date: 5 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2012/2012-0619-loscabos.html.
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Sustainability Working Group, among others, towards highlighting ways towards energy transitions
and sustainable development and again, separately, recognized the effects that climate change would
have on the world economy. Additionally, they committed to supporting the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and their ongoing negotiations.56?

In Brisbane, Australia, in 2014, a focus on energy was referred to as a “priority” and resilient energy
markets as “critical” for economic growth. Collectively, the leaders endorsed the G20 Principles on
Energy Collaboration put together by their Energy Ministers.8’0 For the first time, the energy
ministers called for the G20 members’ support for sustainable growth and development to be
consistent with the members’ climate activities. This for the first time linked the climate goals to the
goal of energy transitions, even encouraging renewable and clean energy technologies.87!

At the 2015 Antalya summit in Turkey, the leaders included the energy and climate change in the
same section. In the communiqué, they recognized that actions relating to energy would be central in
tackling climate change and its effects; all whilst acknowledging that climate change is one of the
greatest challenges we will face in our lifetimes.872

The follow up to the G20 Principles on Energy Collaboration was named the G20 Energy Access
Plan: Voluntary Collaboration on Energy Access, highlighting the division between members on the
necessity of taking action towards energy transitions.8”3 During the 2016 Hangzhou Summit, G20
members merely reiterated their 2016 belief in the importance of energy collaboration towards a
future of cleaner energy.87+ Despite that, 2016 was an important year in that they published the G20
Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting each individual
member’s goals towards achieving sustainable development by 2030.875

The 2017 Hamburg Summit was a pivotal moment whereby the first subsection of the ‘Improving
Livelihood Section’ was named ‘Energy and Climate’, emphasizing their mutual interconnectedness
and stating in it that “a strong economy and a health climate are mutually reinforcing.” In Hamburg,
the leaders, without the United States, reaffirmed their support for the Paris Climate Agreement and
towards achieving a low greenhouse-gas emission energy system, as well as open, flexible and
transparent markets for energy.87¢ In the ‘Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth’ that also was
published in Hamburg, the leaders agreed to work together to “transform their energy systems into

89 520 Leader’s Communiqué: St. Petersburg Summit, G20 (St. Petersburg) 6 September 2013. Access Date: 5 January

2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html#energy.

870 G20 Leader’s Communiqué: Brisbane Summit, G20 (Brisbane) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 5 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1116-communique.html.

81 G20 Principles on Energy Collaboration: Brisbane Summit, G20 (Brisbane) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 5
January 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/g20_principles_energy_collaboration.pdf.

872620 Leader’s Communiqué: Antalya Summit, G20 (Antalya) 16 November 2015. Access Date: 6 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/151116-communique.html.

873 G20 Energy Access Plan: Voluntary Collaboration on Energy Access. Antalya Summit, G20 (Antalya) 16 November
2015. Access Date: 6 January 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2015/G20-Energy-Access-Action-Plan.pdf.

874 G20 Leader’s Communiqué: Hangzhou Summit, G20 (Hangzhou) 5 September 2016. Access Date: 6 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-communique.html.

875 G20 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Hangzhou Summit, G20 (Hangzhou) 5
September 2016. Access Date: 6 January 2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/g20-action-plan-on-2030-
agenda.pdf.

87 G20 Leader’s Communiqué: Hamburg Summit, G20 (Hamburg) 8 July 2017. Access Date: 7 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-declaration.html.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
147



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

affordable, reliable, sustainable and low greenhouse gas emissions energy systems” that are
compatible with the Paris Agreement.877

At the 2018 Buenos Aires G20 Summit, while acknowledging that the United States intends to
withdraw from the Paris Agreement, the other G20 members also recognized the crucial role of
energy in shaping the future of the world. In promoting energy security, sustainability, efficiency,
stability, affordability, and resilience, the leaders also acknowledged that there are many forms of
energy and technological advances that allow for a low emissions future.8’8 The G20 Energy
Ministers Communiqué at the Summit stressed that the increasing investments in cleaner
technologies, using renewable energy, cooperation in energy efficiency and innovation can all play a
part in transforming energy systems, while recognizing that every member has a different possible
path towards achieving cleaner energy systems.57?

Commitment Features

The G20 member committed to “encourage energy transitions that combine growth with decreasing
greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent systems.”880 In this
commitment there are two targets: 1) decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and 2) cleaner, more
flexible and transparent [energy| systems. There isn’t a particular or specific policy instrument
towards achieving the above-mentioned target, which makes this commitment easily achievable. As
such, the threshold for compliance is very low, compliance may be (artificially) higher than past
energy commitments.

To “encourage” is understood to mean that compliance with this commitment requires the public
support of old initiatives, continuance of ongoing initiatives, or the promotion of new initiatives
and/or policies both domestically and internationally that would assist in transitioning energy systems
that allow for continued growth whilst simultaneously decreasing greenhouse gas emissions. Full
compliance with this commitment does not require the implementation of new initiatives.

Examples of encouragement include reinforcing, promoting ot introducing initiatives and/ot policies
that create an attractive investment space for renewable energy and clean technology, energy
efficiency, energy infrastructure and energy projects, providing assistance to other countries to do the
same, or actively supporting international platforms and mechanisms such as the UNFCCC and the
Paris Agreement. Strengthening cooperation amongst G20 members in the innovation sphere in
regards to research, development and demonstration, as well as with scientific analysis, policy
adjustments and monitoring within the G20, and in partnership with international or national
research institutes, and the private sector can also be substantially beneficial towards the energy
transition process.®8! Statements reaffirming the support of cleaner energy transitions may also be
considered for compliance.

“Decreasing greenhouse gas emissions” is understood as domestic efforts to lower the total amount
of greenhouse gas emissions that each respective member emits into the atmosphere. These efforts

87 G20 Hamburg Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth. Hamburg Summit, G20 (Hamburg) 8 July 2017. Access

Date: 7 January 2018. http://unepinquiry.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/07/Climate_and_Energy_Action_Plan_for_Growth.pdf.

878 520 Leader’s Communiqué: Buenos Aires Summit, G20 (Buenos Aires) 1 December 2018. Access Date: 8 January
2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html.

879 G20 Energy Ministers Communiqué: Buenos Aires Summit, G20 (Bariloche) 15 June 2018. Access Date: 19 January
2019.

880 520 Leader’s Communiqué: Buenos Aires Summit, G20 (Buenos Aires) 1 December 2018. Access Date: 8 January
2018. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html.

881 Energy Transitions Towards Cleaner, More Flexible and Transparent Systems. International Energy Agency, (Paris)
June 2018. Access Date: 8 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20_argentina_energy_transitions_wg_energy_transitions.pdf.
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will mainly materialize through the implementation of the Paris Agreement and other related
commitments, such as keeping the global average temperature from increasing more than two
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, increase the ability to adapt to the adverse effects of
climate change and make finance flows more consistent with a pathway that leads towards lower
greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient development.!>

“Cleaner” energy is understood to be energy that is derived from renewable, zero-emissions source
(renewables) or energy that is saved via energy efficiency measures, which manages or restrains
energy consumption. This part of the commitment can be achieved by taking steps such as policy
progress and investments in research, development and demonstration to ensure that energy
efficiency is improved, energy storage is possible nuclear energy use is advanced and Carbon Capture,
Utilization and Storage technology is further developed.

“More flexible and transparent systems” are understood as being systems that will deliver reliable
energy at lower costs through efforts at optimizing and making more widely available the operations
of the processes in both the demand and supply side of the energy market. This part of the
commitment can be achieved by taking steps such as market reforms, and increased regional
coordination to transition from emission-intensive energy sources such as coal and oil towards
renewable energy sources and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), improve regional market integration,
regional power system security and the digitalization of the energy system.582

To achieve full compliance, G20 members must encourage energy transitions that not only combine
growth with decreased greenhouse gas emissions, but to also improve the cleanliness and operation
of the energy system to ensure it becomes cleaner, more flexible and transparent via a range of
different possible mechanisms.

Scoring Guidelines

4 Member does NOT encourage energy transitions that decrease greenhouse gas emissions OR
move towards a cleaner, more flexible and transparent energy system.
0 Member encourages energy transitions that combine growth with decreasing greenhouse
gases OR move towards a cleaner, more flexible and transparent energy system.
41 Member encourages energy transitions that combine growth with decreasing greenhouse gas
emissions, AND move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent energy systems.
Compliance Director: Nasser Haidar
Lead Analyst: Drishti Thakkar
Argentina: 0

Argentina has partially complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems.

On 5 December 2018, the Secretary and Minister of Energy Javier Iguacel headed talks for the fourth
executive board of Vaca Muerta at the Finance Palace where challenges in the energy sector were
discussed. National authorities, sectoral chambers, unions and oil companies discussed increasing in
non-conventional production that will maximize exports and minimizes imports on natural gas,

882 Energy Transitions Towards Cleaner, More Flexible and Transparent Systems. International Energy Agency, (Paris)
June 2018. Access Date: 8 January 2018.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/g20_argentina_energy_transitions_wg_energy_transitions.pdf.
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promoting the usage of hydrocarbons. The aim of the discussion was to increase energy production
while lowering costs.883

On 13 December 2018, the Secretary and Minister of Energy Javier Iguacel attended a lunch
organized by the Argentine Institute of Petroleum and Gas at the Sheraton Hotel of Buenos Aires
for celebration of the day of oil and gas. Iguacel addressed that “renewable energy is cooperative with
gas, not competitive,” and highlighted the importance of collaborating with provinces to produce
abundant gas at a competitive price, which will allow for more exports. Various governmental and
non-governmental organizations attended the lunch.884

On 17 December 2018, Argentina and Brazil signed a cooperation agreement pertaining to nuclear
energy at Mercsour Chancellors’ Summit in Montevideo, Uruguay. The agreement aims to cooperate
to develop technologies that increase production capacity and competitiveness within the sector.
Both parties agreed that they will focus on using nuclear power for peaceful purposes.58>

On 20 December 2018, the Energy Minister of Finance participated at a conference led by the
Minister of Production of Labour Dante Sica, focusing on progress in renewable energy after the
implementation of RenovAr energy auction program in November 2018. Sica emphasized the
potential of growth of the renewable energy industry, including creating jobs. Progress on
consolidating a work agenda focused on simplifying procedures and increasing productivity, amongst
other issues.880

On 10 January 2019, the Energy Government Secretariat of the Ministry of Finance will conduct
auctions for the purchase of gas by distributors to encourage competitiveness and transparency
within the gas industry, encouraging usage.?3” On 14 February 2019, the first electronic auction for
the purchase of gas by distributors was held at the field of the Electronic Gas Market.888

On 8 February 2019, the government amended decree 44/1991, which regulates hydrocarbon
transport, with the aim of boosting competition and investment in the sector. The new framework
simplifies processes for investing in infrastructure. These measures are taken under the Vaca Muerta

#3The Fourth Executive Board of Vaca Muerta was held, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 5 December 2018. Access

Date: 2 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-realizo-la-cuarta-mesa-ejecutiva-de-vaca-muerta.
8The Minister of Energy celebrated the Day of Oil and Gas, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 13 December 2018.
Access Date: 2 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/la-secretaria-de-energia-celebro-el-dia-del-
petroleo-y-del-gas.

885 Brazil and Argentina sign cooperation agreement on nuclear power, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 19
December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2018/12/brazil-and-
argentina-sign-cooperation-agreement-on-nuclear-power.

886 penewable energy table convened industry leaders, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 21 December 2018. Access
Date: 2 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/mesa-de-energias-renovables-convoco-referentes-del-
sector.

87 The government seeks greater competition and transparency in the purchase of gas by distributors,
Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 2 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-busca-mayor-competencia-y-transparencia-en-la-compra-de-gas-
por-parte-de-las.

88\With a volume of gas offered of more than 50 million m3 daily, closed the first auction for the purchase of gas from
distributors, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 14 February 2019. Access Date: 2 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-busca-mayor-competencia-y-transparencia-en-la-compra-de-gas-
por-parte-de-las.
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table, published in the Official Gazette. Secretary of Energy also announced that the government
would be sending a call for bids for a trunk pipeline construction in the Neuquén basin.88?

On 13 February 2019, the Secretary of Energy Gustavo Lopetegui led a sectoral meeting at the
Treasury Palace to discuss the current state of oil and gas investment and development and
employment within the sector. He reported that USD7.5 billion investments in oil are underway. It
was announced that an incentive scheme for winter gas production may be underway.5%

On 14 February 2019, Argentina and Bolivia signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to
deepen energy integration. Bolivia and Argentina also signed an addendum to the current gas supply
contract, which will save Argentina USD460 million in two years. The renegotiation allows Argentina
to receive lesser gas in months of lower consumption and avoid penalties imposed by the previous
government.89!

On 18 February 2019, Argentina and India signed a MoU in New Delhi to boost cooperation in the
sectors of energy between the India’s Department of Atomic Energy, and Argentina’s National
Atomic Energy Commission. Both countries are continuing to engage in talks that will boost
cooperation in areas of nuclear power for energy production.82

On 27 February 2019, Argentina was accepted to join the International Counsel of the Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI). EITI is a global standard for good governance of gas,
mineral and gas resources. Argentina seeks to promote transparency in its oil, gas and mining natural
resources. They seek accountability of funds from non-renewable natural resources such as oil, gas
and mining for the benefit of citizens and the economy.593

On 28 February 2019, La Cumbre II Solar Park became the 30t renewable energy project in
commercial operation. The 30 projects have a capacity of producing 795MW of energy and are a
result of USD1,220 in investments. This solar park is another step towards achieving objectives set
by Law 27,191 (National Promotion Regime for the use of Renewable Energy Sources for the
Production of Electric Power).894

On 1 March 2019, the Energy Government Secretariat announced a platform that allows households
to register to generate electricity for self-consumption and distribution. This will prevent losses of

he government seeks to favour investment in infrastructure for the transport of oil and gas, Argentina.gob.ar

(Buenos Aires) 8 February 2019. Access Date: 2 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-busca-
favorecer-la-inversion-en-infraestructura-para-el-transporte-de-0.

80 The Vaca Muerta Board brought together the State, employers and workers' representatives, Argentina.gob.ar
(Buenos Aires) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 3 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/la-mesa-de-vaca-
muerta-reunio-al-estado-los-empresarios-y-representantes-de-los-0.

891 Argentina will save 460 million dollars in two years for the renegotiation of the gas import agreement from Bolivia,
Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 14 February 2019. Access Date: 3 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-ahorrara-460-millones-de-dolares-en-dos-anos-por-la-renegociacion-
del-acuerdo-de.

892 India, Argentina sign MoU for Nuclear energy cooperation, Times of India (New Delhi) 19 February 2019. Access
Date: 2 March 2019. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-argentina-sign-mou-for-nuclear-energy-
cooperation/articleshow/68056022.cms.

893 Argentina was accepted as a member of a global initiative to improve the transparency of extractive industries,
Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 27 February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-fue-aceptada-como-miembro-de-iniciativa-mundial-para-mejorar-la-
transparencia-de.

8% There are already 30 renewable energy projects in commercial operation, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 28
February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/ya-son-30-los-proyectos-de-
energias-renovables-en-operacion-comercial.
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electricity in distribution circuits and reduce transportation costs. This creates a system to tackle
climate change by reducing Czemissions.5>

On 8 March 2019, Infrastructure Directorate of the Bank of the Investment and Foreign Trade
(BICE) with Ministers of Production, Finance, and Environment coordinated consultations for
bidding on the construction of extra high voltage sub transmission lines. This transition will improve
integration of renewable energy and consumption.89

On 11 March 2019, the first Provincial Index of Renewable Attractiveness (IPAR) was published
using 27 variables by the Faculty of Economic Sciences of the UBA in collaboration with the Under-
secretariat of Renewable Energies and Energy Efficiency of the Ministry of Finance with the purpose
to provide information on the degree of development of renewable energy in various provinces. The
intent is to identify opportunities and barriers to investing in renewable energy projects.897

On 11 March 2019, the Minister of Finance Nicolas Dujovne and the Secretary of Energy Gustavo
Lopetegui presented to 120 entrepreneurs at the Argentine Institute of Oil and Gas in Huston,
Texas. He highlighted investment opportunities in Argentina’s energy sector of USD30 Billion in oil
and gas and USD12,000 million in renewable energy of USD12,000. Furthermore, he announced
Argentina’s intention to start exporting light oil and an increase in gas exports strongly starting
2019.89%8

On 12 March 2019, the Minister of Finance Nicolas Dujovne and the Secretary of Energy, Gustavo
Lopetegui met with the Secretary of Energy of the United States of America Rick Perry at the annual
conference of energy organized by IHS Markit in Houston, Texas. The Argentine officials discussed
details on energy development and American investment plans in Vaca Muetra and renewable
energy.8%

On 13 March 2019, Minister of Finance Nicolds Dujovne and Secretary of Energy Gustavo
Lopetegui met with representatives of Chevron, Shell, Total, Cheniere, Wintershall, BP, Petronas and
Equinor at Houston, Texas for the CERA week event, a prominent global energy sector event.
Lopetegui signed an agreement with the executive director of the International Energy Agency Fatih
Birol for a joint work plan for 2019-2020 to strengthen Argentina’s energy statistics system.?00

On 15 March 2019, the Secretary of Energy Gustavo Lopetegui met with the director of Energy of
the National Security Council of United States and the Overseas Private Investment Corporation to

85 Homes and companies will be able to generate energy and sell it to the network, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 1

March 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/hogares-y-empresas-podran-generar-
energia-y-venderla-la-red.

8%The Government launched a tender for the expansion of electric transport capacity, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires)
8 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-lanzo-licitacion-para-la-
ampliacion-de-la-capacidad-de-transporte-electrico.

8The first Provincial Index of Renewable Attractiveness is already published, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 11
March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/ya-esta-publicado-el-primer-indice-
provincial-de-atractivo-renovable.

898 Dujovne and Lopetegui presented investment opportunities in the energy sector for US S 30,000 million for the
coming years, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/dujovne-y-lopetegui-presentaron-oportunidades-de-inversion-en-el-sector-
energetico-por-us.

899 Dujovne and Lopetegui met with the Secretary of Energy of the United States, Rick Perry, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos
Aires) 12 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/dujovne-y-lopetegui-se-
reunieron-con-el-secretario-de-energia-de-los-estados-unidos-rick.

900 Dujovne and Lopetegui met with energy companies in the framework of CERA Week, in Houston, Argentina.gob.ar
(Buenos Aires) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/dujovne-y-
lopetegui-se-reunieron-con-empresas-energeticas-en-el-marco-del-cera-week-en.
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finance energy infrastructure projects including the construction of the Neuquén gas pipeline and the
bidding of high voltage electric transmission.?!

On 15 March 2019, the Secretary of Energy Gustavo Lopetegui attended the Council of the
Americas meeting where he spoke about the increase in production and exports of oil and gas in
Argentina due to the investment of USD4,000 million and drilling of more than 1,000 wells at Vaca
Muetra.?9?

On 19 March 2019, the fifth meeting of Vaca Muerta table was held at the Treasury Palace where
Secretary of Energy Gustavo Lopetegui met with businessmen, trade unions and representatives of
the national and provincial governments reflecting on meeting production records reaching every
month with only 4% of training at the development stage. Furthermore, Lopetegui assured that
Argentina will start exportation of light oil by the end of 2019. He stated his plans to meet with
president of Chile to find mechanisms that will allow Argentina to increase gas exports during 8
months of lower local demands.?%3

On 28 March 2019, the Energy Government Secretariat representing the national government
reported that they will tender construction of Comodoro Oeste Transformation Station along with
two high voltage lines during second quarter of 2019 in Province of Chubut. The aim is to ensure
security and reliability of energy supply in response to growing demands and improve services linked
to development of oil, petrochemical, mining and refrigeration industries.?04

On 29 March 2019, the Ministry of Energy established an extension in the 30 per cent discount of
the gas rate for public good entities at Buenos Aires registered with National Center. Of Community
Organizations. There are an estimated 7,000 organizations that requested this benefit, with a potential
of 28,000 beneficiaries that may also receive this benefit, according to a survey by the National
Center for Community Organizations (CENOC) and the Ministry of Worship.?0>

On 6 April 2019, the La Banerita wind farm started commercial operation as the first wind project in
La Pampa; this totals to 35 renewable projects since 2016 that generate electricity for more than
840,000 homes and represent an investment value of USD1,500 million.?0¢

On 16 April 2019, the Secretary of Energy opened bidding for exploration of 3 basins of the
Argentine continental shelf for oil and gas opened over 13 companies offered USD995 million for 18
areas.07

901 Lopetegui met with the Director of Energy of the National Security Council of the United States, Argentina.gob.ar
(Buenos Aires) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/lopetegui-se-reunio-
con-el-director-de-energia-del-consejo-de-seguridad-nacional-de-los.

902 Lopetegui at the Council of the Americas: "With more than 1,000 wells drilled, Vaca Muerta is a reality on the
move", Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/lopetegui-en-el-council-americas-con-mas-de-1000-pozos-perforados-vaca-
muerta-es-una.

903 Exports, infrastructure and occupational safety, the main axes of the 5th Vaca Muerta table, Argentina.gob.ar
(Buenos Aires) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/exportaciones-
infraestructura-y-seguridad-laboral-los-principales-ejes-de-la-5ta-mesa-de.

% The National Government will tender electricity works for the Province of Chubut, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires)
28 March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-nacional-licitara-obras-
de-energia-electrica-para-la-provincia-de-chubut.

9 The government extends the discount in the gas rate for public good entities, Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 29
March 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-amplia-el-descuento-en-
la-tarifa-de-gas-para-las-entidades-de-bien-publico.

%% There are already more than 1,000 new MW of renewable energy in commercial operation, Argentina.gob.ar
(Buenos Aires) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/ya-hay-mas-de-1000-
mw-nuevos-de-energias-renovables-en-operacion-comercial.
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Argentina has partially complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems. Argentina has encouraged energy transitions by implementing more
renewable energy sources but has encouraged significant investments in oil that are not compatible
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions.

Thus, Argentina receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Amit Dalaya

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems.

On 13 December 2018, the Australian government announced that they intend to establish the
Underwriting New Generation Investments Program to reduce wholesale electricity prices by
increasing competition and supply. This will also improve the reliability of the firm and firmed
capacity in the system. The government called for Registrations of Interest for projects under the
program which were due by 23 January 2019. A total of 66 submissions were received.?8

On 21 December 2018, the Australian Energy Market Commission released an annual report with
data on factors driving electricity costs and estimated falling of electricity prices in the next 2 years
because of new pipelines of renewable energy.?"?

On 11 January 2019, the Clean Energy Ministerial mobilized leaders to compete for 2019 Energy
Management Leadership Awards for energy efficiency. The winners will be honoured on May 2019 in
Vancouver, Canada.o10

On 6 February 2019, the Australian government’s new Business Energy Advice Program intends to
advise small businesses to “get better energy deals and reduce their energy usage” and develop an app
to allow businesses to compare energy use and costs with their peers. They received funding of
AUD10 million for 3 years and an energy benchmark tool for AUD1.6 billion.”!!

On 25 February 2019, the Australian government announced an AUD3.5 billion Climate Solutions
Package, which doubles investment in Emissions Reduction Fund and indicates measures for
improving energy efficiency to continue compliance with Australia’s 2030 Paris accord targets. The

713 companies offered almost USD 1,000 million to explore the Argentine sea in search of oil and gas,

Argentina.gob.ar (Buenos Aires) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 28 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/13-
empresas-ofertaron-casi-usd-1000-millones-para-explorar-el-mar-argentino-en-busca-de.

908 Underwriting New Generation Investments program, Australian Government Department of Environment and
Energy (Canberra) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/government-
priorities/energy-supply/underwriting-new-generation-investments-program.

909 Electricity prices falling overall with variation between states and territories, Australian Energy Market Commission
(Sydney) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://2018.aemc.gov.au/price-trends/.

99019 Energy Management Leadership Awards, Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy
(Canberra) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/news-media/news/2019-
energy-management-leadership-awards.

91 Business Energy Advice Program, Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy (Canberra) 6
February 2019. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/government-priorities/energy-
programs/business-energy-advice-program.
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package also aims to continue reducing greenhouse gas emissions and lowering energy bills for
consumers.’1?

On 26 February 2019, consultations for consumer data right, which allows for consumers to share
and access data with accredited service providers in the energy market, were opened. This is expected

to allow for more tailored and competitive access to services. This is expected to commence in
2020913

On 28 February 2019, the Australian government announced various measures that will assist
businesses, communities and households in improving energy efficiency and reducing power costs.
This includes AUDS50 million funding to assist businesses in managing energy consumption, AUDG.5
million to introduce energy rating labels, which will reduce 15 million tonnes of emission to 2030 and
AUD10.5 million to improve energy efficiency in homes and commercial buildings.?4

On 1 March 2019, the Council of Australian Governments Energy Council established the Hydrogen
Working Group to develop a national hydrogen strategy that builds and positions Australia’s
hydrogen industry as a major global player by 2030, considering the abundance of natural resources
in Australia and its proximity to key markets.?!>

On 8 March 2019, construction began on the new waste-to-energy facility in Kwinana with an
AUD23 million grant and up to AUD90 million on debt finance from the Morrison Government.
The facility will be capable of processing 400,000 tonnes of waste to potentially power up to 50,000
homes. This will reduce land waste and greenhouse gas emissions.?1¢

On 19 March 2019, the Australian Renewable Energy Agency has provided an additional AUD3.1
million towards Toyota Australia Hydrogen Centre project that intends to convert a decommissioned
car-manufacturing site into an integrated hydrogen site, which will be fundamental in producing
renewable hydrogen fuel cells.?17

On 19 March 2019, the first solar power system at an Australian Antarctic Station was switched on,
symbolizing an improvement in stability and transition towards reducing emissions. The solar power

2 Climate Solutions Package Announced, Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy (Canberra)
25 February 2019. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/news-media/news/climate-solutions-
package-announced.

13 Consultations open for the energy consumer data right, Australian Government Department of Environment and
Energy (Canberra) 26 February 2019. Access Date: 19 March 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/news-
media/news/consultations-open-energy-consumer-data-right.

9% New energy measures to assist businesses, communities and householders, Australian Government Department of
Environment and Energy (Canberra) 28 February2019. Access Date: 19 March 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/news-
media/news/new-energy-measures-assist-businesses-communities-and-householders.

915 COAG Energy Council Hydrogen Working Group, Australian Government Department of Industry, Innovation and
Science (Canberra) 1 March 2019. Access Date: 19 March 2019. https://www.industry.gov.au/about-us/what-we-
do/coag-energy-council-hydrogen-working-group.

916 Waste-to-energy project will deliver reliable power and reduce emissions, Australian Government Department of
Environment and Energy (Kwinana) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019.
https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-releases/mr20190308.html.

7 Morrison Government continues investment in hydrogen technology, Australian Government Department of
Environment and Energy (Canberra) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019.
https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-releases/mr20190319.html.
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system can deliver up to 10 per cent of the station’s demands over a year, which will reduce cost and
diesel fuel usage.?18

On 29 March 2019, the Australian government proposed the Underwriting New Generation
Investments program as recommended by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commissions.
The programs objective is to reduce electricity prices and aid in providing affordable energy for
commercial and industrial consumers. It also intends to improve the reliability of the electrical
systems by increasing the level of firm generation capacity.?!?

On 29 March 2019, the Australian government selected the NSW Business chamber, after a
competitive tender process, to implement an AUD10 million Energy Advisory Service that will
advise thousands of small businesses on reducing power usage and managing electricity bills.?20

On 29 March 2019, the Australian government approved a deed for license that allows for Offshore
Energy Pty Ltd to explore Commonwealth waters for resource exploration for an offshore wind
farm. This exploration, if successful, will allow Australia to be a part of the rapidly growing offshore
wind sector in the long term. Offshore wind farms are expected to increase the stability of the
electrical grid and lower power prices simultaneously while attracting investments towards cleaner
energy systems.??!

On 1 April 2019, the Federal Energy Minister signed for new regulations under the Greenhouse and
Energy Minimum Standards. The new system utilizes new energy rating labels for air conditioners
and display energy consumption figures for 3 climate zones designed to reduce energy bills. This will
allow for higher minimum energy performance standards that seek to prevent least efficient
appliances from being supplied to Australia, resulting in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
saving electricity.?22

On 2 April 2019, the Australian Government announced an investment budget of AUD1.88 billion
for affordable and reliable power with initiatives for new renewable energy. This is expected to
reduce electricity costs for residential and business and increase reliable electricity supply.923

On 4 April 2019, the Interim report on liquid fuel security was released to public for review and
comment. Meanwhile, the government pledged to work with stakeholders to review Liquid Fuel
Emergency Act of 1984 to improve effective measures of emergency responding and to improve
transparency and oversight of the fuel industry for better supply management. The government is

918 Australia leading the way in Antarctic renewable energy, Australian Government Department of Environment and

Energy (Canberra) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019. https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/price/media-
releases/mr20190319.html.

919 Underwriting New Generation Investments program, Australian Government Department of Environment and
Energy (Canberra) 29 March 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019. https://www.energy.gov.au/government-
priorities/energy-supply/underwriting-new-generation-investments-program.

920 Delivering trusted energy advice to small business, Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy
(Canberra) 29 March 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019. https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-
releases/mr20190329.html.

921 Morrison government approves licence to explore possibility of Australia's first offshore wind farm, Australian
Government Department of Environment and Energy (Canberra) 29 March 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019.
https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-releases/mr20190329a.html.

922 louseholds and businesses to benefit from improved energy efficiency of appliances, Australian Government
Department of Environment and Energy (Canberra) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 29 April 2019.
https://www.energy.gov.au/news-media/news/households-and-businesses-benefit-improved-energy-efficiency-
appliances.

923 ¢1.88 billion on action to reduce power bills and keep the lights on, Australian Government Department of
Environment and Energy (Canberra) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019.
https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-releases/mr20190402.html.
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also negotiating with International Energy Agency to modernize out-dated rules that disadvantage
Australia due to geographic remoteness; changes to policy should reduce stock holding days to 85
days. The government also pledged to maintain the current gas pricing. These changes will ensure
reliability of supply at competitive pricing despite any future decisions of the government in investing
in fuel stocks.9%

On 5 April 2019, the Australian Renewable Energy Agency is providing AUD2.46 million towards
running integration trials of virtual power plants (VPP) by the Australian Energy Market Operator,
which will explore how a network of small-scale solar PV and battery systems feed into the electrical
grid. The VPP can save consumers electricity cost and increase reliability and stability of the electrical
grid systems.?2

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that focus efforts
to combine growth in energy sectors and decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards
cleaner, more flexible and transparent energy systems. Australia has focused efforts in sustainable
development by investing in offshore wind farm exploration, invested in cleaner renewable energy
such as solar panels and hydrogen fuel cells and improved transparency in legislative efforts to
maintain gas and electricity costs.

Thus, Australia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Amit Dalaya

Brazil: +1

Brazil has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transition through combining
growth while decreasing greenhouse gas emissions, and progressing towards cleaner, more flexible
and transparent energy systems.

On 3 December 2018, the Brazilian Government released a fact sheet pertaining to their
environmental initiatives and progress for the COP24 Conference. The National Biofuel Policy,
RenovaBio, has committed itself to increase renewables in the biofuel mix from 2019-2028. The
policy is aimed at reducing emissions by 425 million to 345 million tons of COg, in accordance with
Brazil’s commitment to the Paris Agreement.92¢

On 11 December 2018, President Michel Temer signed Law 13,755/2018 creating the “Route 2030
Programme.” The programme offers the auto industry BRL1.5 billion tax credits in exchange for
BRL5 billion in research and development to move toward the production of cleaner and renewable
energy-powered vehicles.?27

On 12 December 2018, the National Development Bank (BNDES) committed to provide BRL163
million to projects that aim to reduce emissions, specifically the Climate Fund. The funds will aid in

92 pyplic consultation opens on fuel security, Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy
(Canberra) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019. https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-
releases/mr20190404.html.

925 AEMO trial integration of virtual power plants, Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy
(Canberra) 5 April 2019. Access Date: 30 May 2019. https://www.environment.gov.au/minister/taylor/media-
releases/mr20190405.html.

926 Fact Sheet: Brazil at Cop 24, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 24
February 2019.

http://www.brazil.gov.br/documents/brazil-at-cop24-factsheet-dec2018.pdf/view.

97 president sanctions auto industry incentive law, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 12 December 2018.
Access Date: 14 February 2019.
http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2018/12/president-sanctions-auto-industry-incentive-law.
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developing machinery and equipment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to adjust to climate
change and its adverse effects.”28

On 13 December 2018, BNDES received a credit line of BRL163 million for projects aimed at
adapting to climate change and controlling greenhouse gas emissions. The funds will be used for
machinery, equipment and technology initiatives that aim at reducing the country’s emissions. It will
include programmes such native reforesting, renewable energy, efficient machinery and equipment,
urban mobility, sustainable cities and climate change, solid waste, charcoal, carbon management and
services and innovative projects.”??

On 14 December 2018, Brazil announced that it reached its CO: emission target, set by the
agreement signed in 15t Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework of Climate
Change Convention (UNFCCC), ahead of schedule. Blairo Maggi —Minister of Agriculture, Livestock
and Food Supply— presented the findings at the 24th Conference of the Parties (COP24) of the
UNFCCC. Brazil reduced emissions by 100.21 to 154.38 million milligrams of CO; from 2010 to
2018. It is estimated to represent between 68 per cent and 105 per cent of their reduction goal to be
achieved by 2020 and was accomplished by “increasing vegetation coverage (in hectares) multiplied
by the corresponding emission factor.” The Low-Carbon Agricultural Plan, also known as the ABC
Plan, aims to adopt sustainable technologies and is present in 52 per cent of all municipalities
nationwide. BRL 17 billion has been invested to assist farmers in implementing these technologies.?30

On 17 December 2018, Brazil and Argentina signed a cooperation agreement pertaining to nuclear
energy at Mercsour Chancellors’ Summit in Montevideo, Uruguay. The agreement aims to cooperate
to develop technologies that increase production capacity and competitiveness within the sector.
Both parties agreed that they will focus on using nuclear power for peaceful purposes.”3!

On 26 December 2018, BNDES approved of BRL7.6 billion for electric energy investment across
the country.”3? The investment will be distributed between the states of Pernambuco, Maranhio,
Bahia, Para, Sio Paulo, Minas Gerais Gerais, Mato Grosso do Sul, Parani and Rio Grande Do Sul.933

On 28 December 2018, former Minister of Mines and Energy Moreira Franco approved the
Decennial Energy Expansion Plan 2027. It is expected that this plan will require BRL1.8 trillion in

928 BNDES will provide RS 163 million for projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions BNDES, The Brazilian

Development Bank (Brasilia) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bndes.gov.br/SiteBNDES/bndes/bndes_en/Institucional/Press/Noticias/2018/20181212_greenhouseGas.
929 BNDES to have additional R% 163 million for GHG control projects, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 13
December 2018. Access Date: 14 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2018/12/bndes-to-have-
additional-r-163-million-for-ghg-control-projects.

930 Brazil hits CO2 emission target early, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Katowice) 14 December 2018. Access
Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2018/12/brazil-hits-co2-emission-target-early.
31 Brazil and Argentina sign cooperation agreement on nuclear power, Presidency of the Republic of Brazil (Brasilia) 19
December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.brazil.gov.br/about-brazil/news/2018/12/brazil-and-
argentina-sign-cooperation-agreement-on-nuclear-power.

932 BNDES approves of RS 7.6 billion for investments in energy in all regions of the country. BNDES, The Brazilian
Development Bank (Brasilia) 26 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bndes.gov.br/SiteBNDES/bndes/bndes_en/Institucional/Press/Noticias/2018/20181226_bndes_energy.ht
ml.

933 Energy: BNDES approves RS 7.6 billion for investments in all the regions of the country, BNDES News Agency
(Brasilia) 26 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://agenciadenoticias.bndes.gov.br/detalhe/noticia/Energia-BNDES-aprova-RS-76-bi-para-investimentos-em-todas-
as-regioes-do-Pais/.
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investments, distributed as 21.6 per cent in the electricity sector, 26.1 in the oil and natural gas sector
and 2.3 per cent in biofuels.?34

On 3 January 2019, Minister of Mines and Energy Bento Albuquerque stated that there will be a need
to invest BRL1.8 trillion in energy by 2027 for the Decennial Plan for Energy Expansion, and that
BRL1.4 trillion should be given towards the oil and gas sector. Albuquerque continued by stating the
importance of balancing renewables and fossil fuels by using them intermittently.?3>

On 3 January 2019, BNDES and Logum Logistica signed a financing agreement of BRL.1.81 billion,
which will go towards developing and maintaining the ethanol drainage system. By adding an
additional 128 km of new pipelines, it is estimated that the project will prevent 400,00 truck trips and
reduce carbon emissions by 700,000 tons per year.?3¢

On 14 January 2019, BNDES signed BRL1.76 billion for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) fired power
plant.937

On 25 and 26 February 2019, the Ministry of Mines and Energy hosted a workshop regarding “Long-
Term Scenarios for the Transition of Clean Energy in Latin America,” as part of the Clean Energy
campaign under the International Renewable Energy Agency. The workshop covered long-term
energy scenarios for the energy transition and capacity building. Representatives from domestic and
international governments as well as other organizations attended the event.?38

On 28 February 2019, the Green Climate Fund transferred USD96 million to Brazil. The funds will
support rural producers, indigenous people and communities by conserving native vegetation. 80 per
cent of this fund will go towards the Pilot Program Incentive to Environmental Services for the
Conservation and Recovery of Native Vegetation, Floresta+ and the remainder will be used in the
implementation of the National REDD + Strategy that works to decarbonize countries.”3?

934 Minister Moreira Franco approves Decennial Energy Expansion Plan 2027, Ministry of Mines and Energy (Brasilia).
28 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.mme.gov.br/web/guest/pagina-inicial/outras-noticas/-
/asset_publisher/32hLrOzMKwWhb/content/ministro-moreira-franco-aprova-plano-decenal-de-expansao-de-energia-
20277redirect.

9% Energy sector to have investment of R$1.8 trillion by 2027, says minister Bento Albuguerque at Petrobras, Ministry
of Mines and Energy (Brasilia) 3 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
http://www.mme.gov.br/web/guest/pagina-inicial/outras-noticas/-/asset_publisher/32hLrOzMKwWhb/content/setor-
de-energia-tera-investimento-de-r-1-8-trilhao-ate-2027-diz-ministro-bento-albuquerque-na-petrobras?redirect.

9 The main drainage system of Brazilian ethanol will receive RS 1.81 billion financing from BNDES, The Brazilian
Development Bank (Brasilia) 3 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bndes.gov.br/SiteBNDES/bndes/bndes_en/Institucional/Press/Noticias/2019/20190103_bndes_ethanol.h
tml.

%7 BNDES signs US$450 million financing for LNG-fired power plant, IPP Journal (Magala) 14 January 2019. Access Date:
24 February 2019. http://www.ippjournal.com/news/bndes-signs-us-450-million-financing-for-Ing-fired-power-plant.
938 |IRENA: MME hosts workshop on long-term scenarios, Ministry of Mines and Energy (Brasilia) 11 March 2019. Access
Date: 19 April 2019. http://www.mme.gov.br/web/guest/pagina-inicial/outras-
noticas?p_p_id=101&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view& 101 _struts_action=%2Fasset_publis
her%2Fview_content& 101 _returnToFullPageURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mme.gov.br%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fpagina-
inicial%2Foutras
noticas%3Fp_auth%3DG6G8UNf5%26p_p_id%3D3%26p_p_lifecycle%3D1%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_state_rcv
%3D1& 101 _assetEntryld=126577390& _101_type=content& 101 _urlTitle=irena-mme-sedia-workshop-sobre-
cenarios-de-longo-prazo&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mme.gov.br%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fpagina-inicial%2Foutras-
noticas%3Fp_p_id%3D3%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dmaximized%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_3_entryClass
Name%3D%26_3 assetCategoryTitles%3Doutras%2Bnot%25C3%25ADcias%26_3 modifiedto%3D2019-04-.

39 Green Fund transfers US $ 96 million to Brazil, Government of Brazil (Brasilia) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 18
April 2019. http://www.brasil.gov.br/noticias/meio-ambiente/2019/02/Fundo-verde-repassa-us-96-milhoes-ao-brasil.
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On 5 March 2019, The Ministers of Mines and Energy of Brazil and Peru Bento Albuquerque
(Brazil) and Francisco Atilio Ismodes (Peru) signed a Declaration of Cooperation in Energy. The
agreement reaffirms their cooperation in renewable energy.940

On 21 March 2019, BNDES and the Ministry of Environment continued assessing Amazon Fund
operations. The assessment aimed to analyze the characteristics and prospects of the fund, as well as
increase the effectiveness.”*!

On 23 March 2019, the Government of Brazil released its intentions to expand access to sustainable
Amazon products. Brazil’s Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food is pairing with the German
Cooperation for Sustainable Development to launch the project which will see to create and expand
products in a sustainable manner. Products such as nuts, oils and cosmetics. This will aid Brazil’s
measures to preserve and protect forests and prevent an increase in greenhouse gas emissions.?42

On 29 March 2019, Brazil and the United States signed a declaration for a fund of USD100 million
for economic development in the Amazon. The investment will address environmental challenges
including deforestation?3 which in turn would assist in carbon offset maintenance.

On 16 April 2019, the Ministry of Environment published their objectives for their Amazon
Sustainable Landscape Project, which is funded and supported by the Global Environmental Facility
(GEF). The project’s objectives include improving the sustainability of protected areas, reducing
biodiversity loss, recovering degraded areas, increasing carbon stock and forest management and
strengthening conservation policies.?#4

Brazil’s extensive investment in renewables demonstrates it progression towards more transparent
energy systems. Its achievement of meeting its 2025 greenhouse gas emission goal ahead of schedule
demonstrates its commitment to encouraging the decrease of emissions.

Thus, Brazil receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Kaylin Dawe

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transition through combining
growth while decreasing greenhouse gas emissions, and progressing towards cleaner, more flexible
and transparent energy systems.

%40 Brazil and Peru sign declaration of cooperation in energy, Government of Brazil (Toronto) 6 March 2019. Access
Date: 18 April 2019. http://www.brasil.gov.br/noticias/infraestrutura/2019/03/brasil-e-peru-assinam-declaracao-de-
cooperacao-em-energia.

%41 BNDES and Ministry of Environment continue the assessment of operations of the Amazon Fund, Brazilian
Development Bank (Rio de Janeiro) 21 March 2019. Access Date: 18 January 2019.
https://www.bndes.gov.br/SiteBNDES/bndes/bndes_en/Institucional/Press/Noticias/2019/20190321_bndes_ministry.h
tml.

942 Project Launched to Expand Access to Sustainable Amazon Products, Government of Brazil (Brasilia) 23 March 2019.
Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://www.brasil.gov.br/noticias/meio-ambiente/2019/03/projeto-e-lancado-para-
ampliar-acesso-aos-produtos-sustentaveis-da-amazonia.

%3 Brazil and US articulate fund creation of U $100 mi for Amazon, Government of Brazil (Brasilia) 29 March 2019.
Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://www.brasil.gov.br/noticias/meio-ambiente/2019/04/brasil-e-eua-articulam-criacao-
de-fundo-de-u-100-mi-para-amazonia.

4% GEF Sustainable Landscapes Project, Ministry of the Environment (Brasilia) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April
2019. http://www.mma.gov.br/biodiversidade/projetos-sobre-a-biodiveridade/projeto-gef-paisagens-
sustent%C3%Alveis.html.
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On 3 December 2018, the Government of Canada released a document in preparation for the 24t
Conference of Parties under United Nations Framework Climate Change Convention in Katowice.
Canada aims to play a leadership role to finalize the rule book from the 2015 Paris Agreement which
outlines how countties will commit to reducing green-house emissions and their progress.?4>

On 12 December 2018, Canada released a study that showed 9 per cent of the greenhouse gases
emitted in 2015 came from electricity usage and governments at all levels agreed to collaborate to
produce electricity through more sustainable means. To meet its climate goals and support
collaboration of federal, provincial and territorial governments, Canada published two regulations in
Canada Gagette, Part 11. They intend to accelerate the phasing out of coal-fired electricity by 31
December 2019, and the regulations will extend to greenhouse gas regulations for natural-gas fired
electricity to cover new natural gas-fired electricity units that were converted from coal-fired units.”4¢

On 20 December 2018, the Canadian government published an annual report regarding the status of
the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. The project implements
carbon pricing, renewables, building federally funded infrastructure, modernizing electricity systems,
reducing reliance on diesel, using cleaner fuels and more. The Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean
Growth and Climate Change initiative that stretches across the provinces and works alongside
Indigenous Peoples, will see pricing carbon pollution, as well as other complementary policies. These
policies include creating a CAD2 billion Low Carbon Fund to help Canadians save both money and
energy and publishing regulations to cut methane emissions from oil and gas sector by a factor of 40
to 45 per cent by 2025. Canada is also investing more than CADZ2.3 billion to support clean
technology and investing CAD21.9 billion in a green infrastructure via renewables. Moreover,
Canada commits to continue their work towards collective climate financing and fund US100 billion
per year by 2020.947

On 20 December 2018, the estimated effects of the Federal Carbon Pollution System were assessed.
The analysis states that carbon pollution pricing at the federal level will reduce emission pollution by
80 to 90 million tonnes in 2022, simultaneously growing the economy.?48

On 20 December 2018, Canada released its Clean Canada plan to protect the environment while
growing the economy. The plan includes implementing a carbon pricing to reduce emissions, phasing
out traditional coal-fired power plants and investing in renewables, finding cleaner alternatives to
diesel and investing in Canadian-made technologies for cleaner solutions.?*?

%45 COP24 Katowice: frequently asked questions on the annual UN conference on climate change, Government of

Canada (Ottawa) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/canada-international-action/un-climate-
change-conference/cop24-katowice/frequently-asked-questions.html.

*Technical backgrounder: Federal regulations for electricity sector, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 12 December
2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-
pollution/energy-production/technical-backgrounder-regulations-2018.html.

%4 pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change first annual report: annex |, status of all Pan-
Canadian Framework actions, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 20 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pan-canadian-framework-
reports/first-annual-report/annex-1.html.

98 Estimated impacts of the Federal Carbon Pollution Pricing System, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 20 December
2018. Access Date:25 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-action/pricing-carbon-
pollution/estimated-impacts-federal-system.html.

% Clean Canada: protecting the environment and growing our economy, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 20
December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/clean-canada.html.
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On 8 January 2019, the Canadian government proposed to modernize the National Energy Board.
The new Canadian Energy Regulator (CER) in Calgary will help integrate Canada’s energy, economic
and climate goals and increase accountability and inclusivity of Indigenous people by overseeing
Canada’s sustainable energy sector.?”0 On 4 February 2019, Canada released the “New Canadian
Energy Regulator Handbook” regarding the new CER. The purpose of the CER is to create more
transparency, certainty and accountability for a more sustainable energy sector. The Handbook states
CER it will strengthen protection of the environment, regain public trust, strengthen the economy
and support reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, should it be adopted.”>!

On 9 January 2019, Canada officially joined the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA),
committing to providing clean, sustainable energy. IRENA, and its 159 other country members, offer
a platform for cooperation and coordination on renewable energy policies and technology.?>2

On 18 January 2019, the Government of Canada agreed to invest over CAD734,000 into the region
of Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk. The funds will go towards two projects - one aimed at supporting local
arts industry and the other aimed at providing clean energy for local businesses.?>3

On 23 January 2019, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, announced
a CAD 5 million investment in the electric vehicle industry across Quebec. She stated that Canada
recognizes the role vehicles play in pollution and the funding will go towards building 100 electric
vehicles fast chargers to reduce pollutions and offer greener alternatives.”>*

On 24 January 2019, Minister of Natural Resources Amarjeet Sohi, announced an investment of
CAD4.1 million into modernizing Saint John’s electric grid, to support energy efficiency and provide
cleaner, renewable energy.?>> He also revealed funding of CAD49 million over three years for a solar
project in Alberta. The funding will create a 23 megawatts solar farm, capable of tracking the sun’s
trajectory and capturing energy from either side of the panels.?%¢

On 28 January 2019, the Government of Canada announced an investment for CAD4.2 million for
two TUGLIQ Energy Corporation projects in Nunavut and Quebec. The projects focus on reducing

99 A new Canadian Energy Regulator, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/conservation/assessments/environmental-reviews/national-energy-
board-modernization.html.

%1 The New Canadian Energy Regulator Handbook, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 February 2019. Access Date: 25
February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/conservation/assessments/environmental-reviews/national-energy-
board-modernization/cer-handbook.html.

%2 Canada Joins the International Renewable Energy Agency, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 9 January 2019.
Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/01/canada-joins-the-international-renewable-
energy-agency.html.

3 Clean energy innovation and economic development in Inuvik, Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency
(Inuvik) 18 January 2019. Access Date: 15 February 2019. https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/clean-energy-
innovation-and-economic-development-in-inuvik-861625006.html.

% Canada Invests in the Country’s Largest Public Electric Vehicle Network in Quebec, Natural Resources Canada
(Ottawa) 23 January 2019. Access date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-
canada/news/2019/01/canada-invests-in-the-countrys-largest-public-electric-vehicle-network-in-quebec.html.

%% Canada Invests in New Smart Electricity Grid Technologies in Saint John, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 24
January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-
canada/news/2019/01/canada-invests-in-new-smart-electricity-grid-technologies-in-saint-john.html.

%% Canada Invests in Advanced Solar Technology in Alberta, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 24 January 2019.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/01/a.html.
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diesel reliance by promoting the use of renewables, such as wind, and expanding renewable energy
production and storage.?>’

On 13 February 2019, India and Germany agreed to aim for closer cooperation in regard to climate
policy. Germany will assist India in climate action projects by providing them an additional EUR35
million. The funds will be devoted to sustaining forests, grid expansion, managing marine litter and
storage for renewable energy.”8

On 20 February 2019, Natural Resources Canada and the Canadian Industry Partnership for Energy
Conservation invested in energy efficiency projects across numerous cities throughout the country.
CAD40,000 was invested in Hamilton;*> CAID10,000 in Montreal;?0 CAD40,000 in Brockville; !
and CAD40,000 in Labrador City. Energy efficiency promotes a more sustainable environment by
minimizing emissions.”%?

On 25 February 2019, the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency announced that
Government of Canada supports Kivalliq Hydro-Fire Link that would bring clean energy to
Nunavut, as opposed to fossil fuels. The funding will consist of over CAD1.6 million.?63

On 27 February 2019, Minister of Natural Resources, Amarjeet Sohi, announced a CAD1.8 million
investment in Energy Efficiency Alberta to support commercial and institutional faculties in Alberta
and aim to cut pollution. The investment will be used to deliver strategic energy management training
to 14 industrial facilities. Energy management systems will allow companies to track and analyze
energy use and identify the most cost-effective ways to reduce energy use.?o*

%7 Government of Canada Promotes Renewable Energy Innovation in Mining, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 28

January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-
canada/news/2019/01/government-of-canada-promotes-renewable-energy-innovation-in-mining.html.

98 Minister Schulze agrees closer environmental cooperation with India, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin). 13 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/schulze-vereinbart-engere-umweltzusammenarbeit-mit-indien/.

9 Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency Improvements in Hamilton, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 20 February
2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/02/canada-
invests-in-energy-efficiency-improvements-in-hamilton.html.

%0 Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency Improvements in Montreal, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 18 February
2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/02/canada-
invests-in-energy-efficiency-improvements-in-montreal.html.

%1 Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency Improvements in Brockville, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 15 February
2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/02/canada-
invests-in-energy-efficiency-improvements-in-brockville.html.

%2 Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency Improvements in Labrador City, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 12 February
2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/02/canada-
invests-in-energy-efficiency-improvements-in-labrador-city.html.

%53 Government of Canada supports Kivallig Hydro-Fibre Link feasibility work to bring clean energy to Nunavut,
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency. 25 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-supports-kivallig-hydro-fibre-link-feasibility-work-to-
bring-clean-energy-to-nunavut-833172767.html.

%4 Canada Invests in Greener Energy Management Systems in Alberta, Natural Resources Canada (Edmonton) 27
February 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-
canada/news/2019/02/canada-invests-in-greener-energy-management-systems-in-alberta.html.
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On 11 March 2019, Canada invested CAID300,000 in Prince Edward Islands’ first level 3 electric
vehicle fast chargers. This investment is part of the CAD182.5 million that will be used to develop a
coast-to-coast fast charging network for electric vehicles.%65

On 13 March 2019, Member of Parliament, Kim Rudd, announced a CAD164,000 investment in
strengthening Ontario’s electricity grid and reducing pollution.96¢

On 14 March 2019, Canada invested in energy efficiency retrofits in numerous Canadian
municipalities. Member of Parliament Gordie Hogg announced a CADG600,00 for the Pembina
Institute for two energy efficiency retrofit projects that will help lower energy costs, decrease
pollution and support future energy efficiency retrofits in other towns. Of that, CAD200,000 was
invested for a pilot program for energy retrofits in British Columbia’s housing stock. The remaining
CAD400,000 will be allotted to eight different municipalities that are seeking strategies to retrofit
their buildings. These investments are part of the country’s Investing in Canada infrastructure plan
where the government will be investing more than CAD180 billion in 12 years for green
infrastructure, public transport, social infrastructure, trade and transportation routes.?¢’

On 14 March 2019, Canada released a report stating Alberta’s oil and gas sector will receive over
CAD72.3 million from federal investments to support clean technology to reduce pollution and
create jobs. Canadian Natural was allotted CAD5 million from the Clean Growth Program to
develop an in-pit extraction process that will reduce the number of trucks and power needed.
Emissions Reductions Albert is also investing CAD5.6 million in support of this project. Canadian
Natural will also receive CAD22.3 million for a steam turbine generator to help produce power at the
Athabasca Oil Sands Project that will reduce emissions. Titanium Corporation will receive CAD45
million for technology to remediate oil sands tailings. An additional CAD10 million has been
provided by Emissions Reduction Alberta for this project.?68

On 1 April 2019, Canada invested in London, Ontario’s energy efficiency. On behalf of Minister of
Natural Resources, Amarjeet Sohi, Parliamentary Secretary of Science and Sport, and of Public
Services and Procurement and Accessibility, Kate Young, announced CAD40,000 Ingredion Canada
Corporation for an energy management system.??

On 5 April 2019, Canada invested in Energy Efficiency and Climate Change Adaptation. Minister of
Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, announced CAD392,000 for energy
efficiency and climate change projects. The Canadian Electricity Association received CAD206,000
through Natural Resources Canada’s Climate Change Adaptation Program to implement adaptation

%% Canada Invests in PEI's First Level 3 Electric Vehicle Fast Charges, Natural Resources (Charlottetown) 11 March 2019.

Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/03/canada-invests-in-
peis-first-level-3-electric-vehicle-fast-chargers.html.

%6 Canada Invests in Next-Generation Electrical Upgrades in Southern Ontario, Natural Resources Canada (Coburg) 13
March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/03/canada-
invests-in-next-generation-electrical-upgrades-in-southern-ontario.html.

%7 Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency Retrofits in Canadian Municipalities, Natural Resources Canada (Vancouver) 14
March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/03/canada-
invests-in-energy-efficiency-retrofits-in-canadian-municipalities.html.

%8 Alberta Oil and Gas Sector to Benefit From Over $72 Million Federal Investment in Clean Technology To Help Reduce
Pollution and Create Jobs in Alberta, Natural Resources Canada (Calgary) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/03/alberta-oil-and-gas-sector-to-benefit-from-over-
72-million-federal-investment-in-clean-technology-to-help-reduce-pollution-and-create-jobs-in-alberta.html.

%9 Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency Improvements in London, Natural Resources Canada (London) 1 April 2019.
Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/04/canada-invests-in-energy-efficiency-
improvements-in-london.html.
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plans for electrical systems nationwide. QUEST was allotted CAD111,000 to assess local climate
risks and improve resilience. The Efficiency Valuation Organization received CAD75,000 to address
private sector investment in energy efficiency.?”

On 12 April 2019, Canada invested in Smart Grid Technology to reduce energy costs in Yukon.
Honourable Larry Bagnell announced on behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources, that there will
be a CAD650,000 in Yukon Energy Corporation to reduce fuel and generate more electricity.”7!

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to reduce emissions while promoting cleaner, more
flexible and transparent energy systems. Canada’s investments in cleaner energy and phasing out of
carbon-intensive diesel across the country, as well as efforts to introduce legislation to encourage
energy transitions highlights its compliance.

Thus, Canada receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Kaylin Dawe

China: +1

China has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems.

On 3 December 2018, China attended the 24 Conference of the Parties meeting in Katowice,
Poland, the prominent international United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
climate negotiations. China reiterated that it plans to fulfill its commitments to the Climate Change
Convention and the Paris Agreement. China was complimented for having addressed climate change
as a primary focus, despite being considered a developing country.972

On 18 December 2018, China revealed its new Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) will be fully
implemented by 2020 and will begin immediately in the energy sector with the aim to hit maximum
emissions by 2030, as noted in China’s Paris Agreement pledges. This new ground-breaking cap and
trade system is expected to cover approximately 15 per cent of all global emissions and gives the
Chinese government the ability to more carefully monitor carbon emissions.?”3

On 24 December 2018, China’s Ministry of Ecology and Environment issued a statement outlining
their decision to have a more targeted crackdown on pollution law violators. They also asked that
local environmental bureaus to put forth pollution treatment solution plans and have open lines of
communication with companies under environmental inspection.?’+

% Canada Invests in Energy Efficiency and Climate Change Adaptation, Natural Resources Canada (Ottawa) 5 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/04/canada-invests-in-energy-efficiency-and-climate-
change-adaptation.html.

"1 Canada Invests in Smart Grid Technology to Reduce Energy Costs in Yukon, Government of Canada (Ottawa or
Whitehorse?) 12 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2019/04/canada-invests-in-smart-grid-technology-to-
reduce-energy-costs-in-yukon.html

%72 Can China Be the Saving Grace at COP24, The Diplomat (Tokyo) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://thediplomat.com/2018/12/can-china-be-the-saving-grace-at-cop24/.

%73 China's 'monumental' new emissions trading scheme, Green Biz (Oakland) 21 December 2018. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.greenbiz.com/article/chinas-monumental-new-emissions-trading-scheme.

7% China plans more nuanced anti-pollution measures in 2019, Reuters (Toronto) 25 December 2018. Access Date: 23
February 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-pollution/china-plans-more-nuanced-anti-pollution-
measures-in-2019-ministry-idUSKCN10007Y.
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On 29 December 2018, China added two 500MW solar power plants managed by the National
Energy Administration to the grid. The plant in Golmud is able to sell its energy for 0.316 yuan per
kWh as opposed to the benchmark coal power price of RMBO0.325 per kWh.?7>

On 1 January 2019, Renewable Obligation Policy proposed by National Energy Administration
(NEA) of the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) became effective. This
policy assigned quotas on both hydro and non-hydro energy for the provinces and encouraged
buyers to acquire extra renewable energy certificates and renewable energy in general.?76

On 10 January 2019, China’s NEA of the National Development and NDRC released a statement on
a “notice of work related to photovoltaic power generation without subsidy and parity online.” This
report outlined that “all relevant units are required to actively promote the construction of wind
power, photovoltaic level price online projects and low-cost Internet projects.” China will then re-
assess the affordable internet access policy in 2020 depending on the status of wind power and
photovoltaic power generation implementation.?7’

On 14 January 2019, President Xi Jinping issued a statement for the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week
Conference that “China will work with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and others to build a clean
and beautiful world... For today’s China, green, low-carbon sustainable development has become an
important part of a successful economic transformation.”?78

On 22 February 2019, NEA and Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF) announced that they
had signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU). The MoU pledges China’s aid for the PIF to
develop renewable energy generation and technologies in Saudi Arabia throughout the next 10
years.7

On 26 March 2019, President of French Republic Emanuel Macron and President of People’s
Republic of China Mr. Xi Jinping agreed to cooperate to implement measures of the Paris
Agreement, cooperate to ensure the Green Climate Fund is replenished and governed, to ratify the
Kigali amendment to the Montreal Protocol which promotes improvement to energy efficiency
standards in the cooling sector and reduces hydrocarbon use and reorienting public and private
financial flows to combatting climate change. This agreement was made during China’s state visit to
France by the invitation of Emanuel Macron.980

On 5 March 2019, Li Keqiang, the Chinese Premiere of the State Council, delivered the Government
Work Report to the Great Hall of the People during the second session of the 13t National People’s

7% New Chinese Solar Plant Undercuts Cost of Coal Power, Forbes (New Jersey) 30 December 2018. Access Date: 22

February 2019. https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnparnell/2018/12/30/new-chinese-solar-plant-undercuts-cost-of-
coal-power/#1a6222601182.

%78 China is planning provincial quotas for clean energy, China Dialogue (Beijing) 23 April 2018. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.chinadialogue.net/blog/10574-China-is-planning-provincial-quotas-for-clean-energy-/en.
7 Notice of work related to photovoltaic power generation without subsidy and parity online, National Development
and Reform Commission (Beijing) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019. http://www.nea.gov.cn/2019-
01/10/c_137731320.htm.

978 Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week begins with message from China's Xi Jinping, The National (Abu Dhabi) 14 January
2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019. https://www.thenational.ae/uae/environment/abu-dhabi-sustainability-week-
begins-with-message-from-china-s-xi-jinping-1.813074.

7% saudi Arabia’s PIF signs MoU with China’s NAE on renewable energy, Arab News (Riyadh) 22 February 2019. Access
Date: 23 February 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1456326/business-economy.

%80 Joint declaration between France and China, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 26 March 2019.
Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/declaration-conjointe-entre-france-et-chine.
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Congress. Keqiang stated that China will, “vigorously promote green development,” to balance
economic development with protection of the environment.”8!

On 22 March 2019, China Daily announced that the United Kingdom and China have opened a new
research center in Yantai, Shandong province. This initiative will help British wind energy companies
export to China, adding to the British and Chinese economies while contributing to renewable energy
research and development.982

On 9 April 2019, China engaged in bilateral talks with the European Union (EU) at the 21st EU-
China Summit in Brussels. China and the EU both agree to assume leadership positions in pushing
the environmental agenda while cooperating in working towards an environmentally stable economy
and attempting to fulfil the UN Sustainable Development Goals.”83

On 16 April 2019, China hosted the World Energy Conference Information Conference for the
representatives who will be in attendance at the 24" World Energy Congress in Abu Dhabi, between
September 9-12. The Executive President of the China Electricity Council (CEC), Yang Kun, stated
that the CEC will work with conference organizers in order to forge the best possible conditions for
Chinese energy companies to, “provide more efficient, timely and convenient services,” in the
future 984

China has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with reducing emissions while actively promoting cleaner, more flexible and transparent energy
systems. China is making improvements in transitioning to renewable energy and decreasing
greenhouse gas emissions both domestically and internationally, through new political carbon use
monitoring systems, technological advancements, domestic and foreign investments in renewable
energy and active conversation with other Nations.

Thus, China receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Llan Hughes

France: +1

France has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards a cleaner, more flexible and
transparent systems.

On 10 December 2018, Agency of Environment reported that France will save USD44.5 billion if
renewable energy sources will replace aging atomic facilities and if France refrains from building 15
new nuclear plants by 2060. This was followed by President Emanuel Macron’s announcement

%1 The Second Session of the 13th National People’s Congress Opens, Ministry of Ecology and Environment (Beijing)
March 5 2019. Access Date: 22 April 2019.
http://english.mee.gov.cn/News_service/news_release/201903/t20190307_694737.shtml.

%82 UK wind energy firms develop China exports. China Daily () 22 March 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201903/22/WS5c9434e0a3104842260blec5.html.

83 EU-China Summit Joint statement, European External Action Service (Brussels) 9 April 2019, Access Date: 23
February 2019. https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china_en/60836/Joint%20statement%200f%20the%2021st%20EU-
China%20summit.

%4 The 24th World Energy Congress Information Conference was held in Beijing, National Energy Administration
(Beijing) 19 April 2019. Access Date: 22 April 2019. http://www.nea.gov.cn/2019-04/19/c_137990544.htm.
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stating that state-controlled Electricite de France SA will be forced to shut down 14 out of 53 nuclear
reactors by 2035 to allow for renewable energy expansion.”s>

On 12 December 2018, Secretary of State to the Minister of Ecological and Solidary Transition of
France Brune Poirson, along with leaders from various other EU countries, issued a statement that
they believe carbon taxing encourages reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and disincentives
investments in carbon-intensive technologies. They also state that they believe the reform of the EU
Emission Trading System is a step in the right direction.”8

On 17 December 2018, Minister for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition, Francois de Rugy,
issued a statement that France is adopting the implementation tools discussed in the 2015 Paris
Agreement. He also stated that France has achieved mobilization of funding to support climate
change action and upward revisions of the ambition level of contributions.?s7

On 3 January 2019, the Indian Department of Atomic Energy stated that India and France have
made satisfactory progress on the Industrial Way Forward Agreement, signed in March 2018, to
develop six reactors in Maharashtra, India.”88

On 16 January 2019, France published a draft ten-year energy strategy plan, Programmation
pluriannuelle de I’énergie (PPE), in which France demonstrated its plan to double renewable energy
capacity with a system of regular tenders.?s? PPE also states that France will tender 17.2 GW of solar
up to 2025. However, according to the report, nuclear energy will still remain dominant.? On 28
January 2019, Minister for the Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State Francois de
Rugy, Minister of Economy and Finance Bruno Le Maire, and President of the Strategic Committee
for the Nuclear Industry Dominique Mini¢re signed the industry’s strategic contract. The contract
enforces the guidelines set by PPE, which include research and development in the nuclear energy
sector. The plan allows France to restrain the rise in electricity prices.?!

On 22 January 2019, energy regulators from France and Spain rejected an investment request to build
the central section of Midi-Catalonia gas pipeline linking both countries due to the project’s failure in
complying with market needs. Regulators said that the project did not provide “a clear and positive
cost-benefit ratio.” This decision was in the context of European energy policies focusing on

85 France Would Save $44.5 Billion by Betting on Renewable Energy, Agency Says, Bloomberg (Paris) 10 December 2018. Access

Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-12-10/french-power-costs-will-rise-if-renewables-are-
sidestepped.

%% Statement to strengthen and extend carbon pricing in Europe, ”, République Francaise (Paris) 12 December 2018.
Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/statement-to-strengthen-and-extend-carbon-
pricing-in-europe.

%7 Cop 24 agreement: “now, fears of a backward step have been removed”, République Frangaise (Katowice) 17
December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/cop-24-agreement-now-fears-of-a-
backward-step-have-been-removed.

%8 |ndia-France making ‘satisfactory progress’ on nuclear power plant pact: Government, The Economic Times (New
Delhi) 3 January 2019. Access date: 10 March 2019.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/india-france-making-satisfactory-progress-on-nuclear-
power-plant-pact-government/articleshow/67368750.cms.

% France to double renewables capacity under 10-year energy plan, Reuters (Paris) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 10
March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-energy/france-to-double-renewables-capacity-under-10-year-
energy-plan-idUSKCN1PJ1TO.

90 Erance to tender 17.2 GW of solar up to 2025, PV magazine (France) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 10 March 2019.
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/01/28/france-to-tender-17-2-gw-of-solar-up-to-2025/.

1 Nuclear energy: signature of industry’s strategic contact, République Frangaise (Paris) 29 January 2019. Access Date:
25 February 2019. https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/nuclear-energy-signature-of-the-industry-s-strategic-contract.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
168



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The France Energy Regulatory Commission Investment
Programme for 2019 published on 21 January 2019 also did not mention MidiCat pipeline.??

On 22 January 2019, the Federal Republic of Germany and the French Republic signed the Treaty on
Franco-German Cooperation and Integration in Aachen. Merkel stated that the agreement’s objective
is to usher cooperation across many categories including research and education, “as well as
sustainable development, climate and environmental protection.”??3

On 23 January 2019, Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State Francois
de Rugy and Secretary of State to Minister of State Emmanuelle Wargon met with Regional Council
of Pays de La Loire to discuss their confirmed commitment to stop electricity production via coal-
fired power plants by 2022, pursuant to the French President’s July 2017 climate plan. The Minister
also discussed a study to convert the Cordemais Coal Power Plant within their region to biomass
electricity production plant.9%4

On 23 January 2019, Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State Francois
de Rugy issued a request for tenders for the development of 300 megawatt of solar photovoltaic
system for the conversion to clean electricity production in the Region of Fessenheim. The call for
tenders represents a commitment of EUR250 Million by the French Government over 20 years.?”>

On 23 January 2019, Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State Francois
de Rugy announced the launch of the Boiler Conversion Bonus, as a means for the people of France
to afford the conversion of their oil or natural gas fired boilers that use cleaner sources energy in an
effort to reduce fossil fuel use and for lower heating bills for consumers. This method of such bonus
is to provide all households, regardless of income, with government subsidies as high as 50 per cent
of the conversion project cost faced by each household, with a statistical objective to have zero. The
initiative also calls on the replacement of coal stoves with high-performance woodstoves.
Furthermore, the Government will also implement regulations on businesses in France to eliminate
use of oil and low-performance natural gas boilers, forcing such to replace them with clean
alternatives.?%

On 24 January 2019, the results of a meeting held in Metz on 21 January 2019 between the elected
officials of the Region of Moselle, the Energy Director of the Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity
Transition, officials from energy supply company UNIPER, representatives of the Emile Huchet

992 Regulators reject key section of planned France-Spain gas pipeline, Euractiv (Paris) 23 January 2019. Access date: 10
March 2019. https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/regulators-kill-key-section-of-planned-france-spain-gas-
pipeline/.

993 Speech by Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel at the signing of the Treaty between the Federal Republic of
Germany and the French Republic on Franco-German Cooperation and Integration in Aachen, The Federal Government
(Aachen) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/speech-
by-federal-chancellor-dr-angela-merkel-at-the-signing-of-the-treaty-between-the-federal-republic-of-germany-and-
the-french-republic-on-franco-german-cooperation-and-integration-in-aachen-on-22-january-2019-1572746.

94 Cordemais coal power station: the elected representatives of the territory received at the Ministry of Ecological and
Solidary Transition, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 23 January 2019.

Access date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/centrale-charbon-cordemais-elus-du-territoire-
recus-au-ministere-transition-ecologique-et-solidaire.

9% Ag part of the conversion of the territory of Fessenheim, Frangois de Rugy and Emmanuelle Wargon launched a
tender dedicated to the Haut-Rhin to develop 300 MW of solar photovoltaic, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity
Transition (Paris) 23 January 2019. Access date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/dans-cadre-
reconversion-du-territoire-fessenheim-francois-rugy-et-emmanuelle-wargon-lancent-appel.

9% press release: Francois de Rugy and Julien Denormandie announce the progressive launch of the boiler conversion
bonus, Ministry of Ecology (Paris) 24 January 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019.
https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/communique-presse-francois-rugy-et-julien-denormandie-annoncent-
lancement-progressif-prime.
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Power Station, and other State Officials was released to the press. Results indicated that the Ministry
of Ecological and Solidarity Transition reaffirmed its goals of clean energy transition in France and
elimination of coal energy production by 2022, in accordance to the targeted goals of the
government. The targeted goals of government are that the phase-out of coal power not be
substituted by creation of new fossil fuel power plants (including natural gas), that biomass should be
prioritized as the solution to difficult cases, that electricity supply security to the region of Saint-
Avold (a high electricity demand region), and that the greater east region of the country must remain
a global exporter of electricity while accommodating the closures of the last coal power plant in Saint
Avold, as well as the closure of Fessenheim Nuclear Reactor.997

On 25 January 2019, the Government of France published the draft version of the Multiannual
Energy Program (EPP), which outlined its strategy towards a successful transition to a more efficient
and cleaner energy grid that complies with legal requirements [previously enacted by the
Government|, with an ultimate goal for France to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.998

On 28 January 2019, Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State Francois
de Rugy met with Minister of Economy and Finance Bruno Le Maire, and, Chairman of the Strategic
Committee for the Nuclear Industry Dominique Miniere to sign the strategic contract of the nuclear
industry. The nuclear industry of France will coordinate towards high-stakes structuring projects that
follow four axes, which include employment and training, digital transformation of the nuclear
industry, research and development for ecological transformation and global strategic planning. The
program intends to achieve half the share of electricity in the mix in 2035, according to Francois de
Rugy.?%

On 28 January 2019, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition drafted a work program with
Electricité de France. This aims towards the development of biomass fuel production by
governmental projects in proposed sites of Cordemais and Le Havre that utilize wood waste to
produce energy. This model will commit towards a cleaner and sustainable energy transitions using
renewable and waste resources.!000

On 30 January 2019, the plan for the release of renewable energies by the Ministry of Ecological and
Solidarity Transition and the Ministry of the Armed Forces was proposed during a meeting with
stakeholders to present the results of the implementation of wind power working groups. This will
improve acceptability at a local level and development in the wind energy sector.!001

%7 saint-Avold Coal Plant (Moselle): The Ministry of Ecological and Solidary Transition implements the commitments of

the Climate Plan, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 24 January 2019.

Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/centrale-charbon-saintavold-moselle-ministere-
transition-ecologique-et-solidaire-met-en-oeuvre.

9% The Government publishes the draft Multiannual Energy Program (EPP) in its entirety,

Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 25 January 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019.
https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/gouvernement-publie-projet-programmation-pluriannuelle-lenergie-ppe-
dans-integralite.

999 Signature of the strategic contract of the nuclear industry, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 28
January 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/signature-du-contrat-strategique-
filiere-nucleaire.

1000 £ \tyre of the Cordemais Coal Plant: The Ministry of the Ecological and Solidarity Transition implements the
commitments of the Climate Plan and establishes a work program with EDF, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity
Transition (Paris) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/avenir-centrale-
charbon-cordemais-ministere-transition-ecologique-et-solidaire-met-en-oeuvre.

1003 p1an for the release of renewable energies - Assessment of the implementation of the proposals of the "wind
energy" working group to accelerate the development of the sector, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition
(Paris) 30 February 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/plan-liberation-des-
energies-renouvelables-bilan-mise-en-oeuvre-des-propositions-du-groupe-travail.
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On 4 February 2019, the Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State
Francois de Rugy launched the development of a territorial project in Moselle following the closure
of Saint-Avold powerplant, as an initiative towards reducing fossil fuel dependency and greenhouse
gas emissions.1002

On 7 February 2019, France announced support for the European Union energy-rules amendments,
which will extend the EU-gas market regulations to offshore pipelines. Such amendments may
interfere with the completion of the underwater natural gas pipeline, Nord Stream 2, between Russia
and Germany under the Baltic Sea.1003

On 12 February 2019, the Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State
Francois de Rugy and the Secretary of State to the Minister of State Emmanuelle Wargon held a
preparatory meeting in Marseille with the elected officials of the territory of Gardanne,
representatives of employees and the company UNIPER, in efforts towards cessation of coal-
dependent electricity production in France. The decision aims to sustain carbon-free energy
production and reduce emissions by decommissioning the coal slice of the Gardanne-Meyreuil coal
plant.1004 On 22 February 2019, a follow-up meeting was held to discuss the closure of the coal slice
of the Gardanne power station at the region of Bouches-du-Rhone. A steering committee with
working groups will study the project to launch the construction of the territorial project to close
down the station down in efforts of committing towards a carbon-free sustainable energy production
mode].1005

On 10 March 2019, President Emanuel Macron’s office announced that the draft energy and climate
law bill due to be presented to the cabinet on 11 March 2019 has been postponed so it can be
amended with “more ambitious environmental goals.” The draft law will provide a broad framework
on climate goals to make more precise commitments, including a focus on how France will cut down
reliance on nuclear energy. The bill will also include a detailed outline of France’s plans for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. The office mentioned that the bill would still be presented to the lower
house of parliament in June, as planned.!0%

On 13 February 2019, the French government took note of the deliberation of the Energy
Regulatory Commission (CRE), which is an independent administrative authority on regulated tariffs
for the sale of electricity. While the CRE increased tariffs to cope with increase in wholesale
electricity market prices and in price of electricity capacity and the governments are obliged to apply
them, the French government will not apply the new increased rates until the winter heating period is

1002 55int-Avold coal-fired power plant (Moselle): The Ministry of the Ecological and Solidarity Transition launches the

development of a territorial project with all the stakeholders, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Moselle)
8 February 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/centrale-charbon-saint-avold-
moselle-ministere-transition-ecologique-et-solidaire-lance-lelaboration.

1003 £ ance Backs Changes To EU Energy Rules Seen As Threat To Nord Stream 2, RadioFreeEuropeRadioliberty (Prague)
7 February 2019. Access Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.rferl.org/a/france-backs-changes-to-eu-energy-rules-seen-
as-threat-to-nord-stream-2/29757783.html.

1004 Preparatory meeting for the closure of the coal slice of the Gardanne power station, Ministry of Ecological and
Solidarity Transition (Marseille) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-
solidaire.gouv.fr/reunion-preparatoire-fermeture-tranche-charbon-centrale-gardanne.

10051 3unch of the Territorial Project for the Gardanne-Meyreuil Coal Plan, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity
Transition (Marseille) 26 Febuary 2019. Access date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/lancement-
du-projet-territoire-centrale-charbon-gardanne-meyreuil.

1006 £rench government working on 'more ambitious' energy and climate bill, Euronews (Paris) 10 March 2019. Access
Date: 10 March 2019. https://www.euronews.com/2019/03/10/french-government-working-on-more-ambitious-
energy-and-climate-bill.
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ovet, as per the deadlines in the law, in efforts to maintain the price of electricity for consumers
during periods of high consumption.1007

On 25 February 2019, the European Union Commission approved French state aid projects by the
French Movement and Energy Management Agency for the aid of EUR1.2 billion. This project will
consist of four floating wind turbine pilot farms that contribute to the European Union’s energy and
climate objectives.1008

On 6 March 2019, the Secretary of State to the Minister of Ecological and Solidity Transition Brune
Poirson defended the climate ambition and movement towards carbon neutrality in 2050 by calling
for a reorientation of public funding to the European Union budget and an increase in private
funding for ecological transitions including energy and economic development.1009

On 25 March 2019, the Secretary of State to Minister of State Emmanuelle Wargon assembled a
“heat and cold renewable” working group that consists of administrations, local authorities and
professional federations. The main focuses of the working group will be to create and develop
heating and cooling networks, ensure their competitiveness, strengthen renewable energy within
networks and innovate tools for design and pilot.1010

On 25 March 2019, the Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State
Francois de Rugy launched a campaign that sends energy checks to low-income households to help
them pay energy bills. The benefit will apply to 2.2 million more houscholds this year, totalling to 5.8
million households. Amounts paid increased by EUR50, reaching up to EUR277 per household.!0!!

On 26 March 2019, President of French Republic Emanuel Macron and President of People’s
Republic of China Mr. Xi Jinping agreed to cooperate to implement measures of the Paris
Agreement, cooperate to ensure the Green Climate Fund is replenished and governed, to ratify the
Kigali amendment to the Montreal Protocol which promotes improvement to energy efficiency
standards in the cooling sector and reduces hydrocarbon use and reorienting public and private
financial flows to combatting climate change. This agreement was made during China’s state visit to
France by the invitation of Emanuel Macron.1012

On 3 April 2019, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition placed the European Sustainable
Development Week, organized throughout Europe from 30 May to 5 June 2019, as a prerequisite for

1007 Regulated tariffs for sale of electricity: The Government takes note of the deliberation of the CRE and confirms that

it will not apply these new rates during the winter, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Marseille) 13
February 2019. Access date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/tarifs-reglementes-vente-
lelectricite-gouvernement-prend-acte-deliberation-cre-et-confirme-quil.

1008 Francgois de Rugy welcomes the agreement given by the European Commission to the support given by the French
State to the 4-pilot floating wind turbine projects, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 28 Febuary
2019. Access date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/francois-rugy-salue-laccord-donne-
commission-europeenne-au-soutien-apporte-letat-francais-aux-4.

1009 Erance pleads for increased climate ambition and health protection at the Council of Environment Ministers of the
European Union, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 6 March 2019. Access date: 1 May 2019.
https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/france-plaide-ambition-climatique-et-protection-sanitaire-accrues-lors-du-
conseil-des-ministres.

1010 £ manuelle Wargon launches a working group "Heat and cold renewable", Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity
Transition (Paris) 25 March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/emmanuelle-
wargon-lance-groupe-travail-chaleur-et-froid-renouvelables/.

1011 Government launches energy checks campaign for 2019, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 25
March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/gouvernement-lance-campagne-
denvoi-des-cheques-energie-2019.

1912 J5int declaration between France and China, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 26 March 2019.
Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/declaration-conjointe-entre-france-et-chine.
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success in ecological transition. Communities, businesses, and citizens are required to complete a
form that indicates how their initiatives involve one or more of the United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals, which includes energy, in order to participate.1013

On 9 April 2019, Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition Francois de Rugy and German
Minister of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety Svenja Schulze reaffirmed their
commitment to implement a to environmental protection and developing an ecological transition.
Francois de Rugy also specifically stated that both countries strongly believe that a measure for
reducing emissions is a well-designed measure that implements price for CO: pollution. This
reaffirmation was made in the context that France continues to hold the presidency of the G7 and
Germany of the European Union.1014

On 16 April 2019, Minister of State and Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition Francois de
Rugy and President of Environment and Energy Management Agency Arnaud Leroy and Minister of
Transport Elisabeth Borne announced nineteen winning communities for the call of low emission
zone (ZFE) projects. More than EUR1.3 million will be allocated between these communities to
study the feasibility of ZFEs as a mean of reducing emissions and to support their
implementation.!015

On 23 April 2019, the government launched a Low Carbon Seal, which is the first climate
certification framework adopted by France. The label is an inexpensive and rigorous framework that
ensures the reality of emission reductions and environmental quality of projects. Local projects that
reduce emissions will be offered this certificate as well, in hopes that it attracts new financers. The
labeling will also allow for communities, businesses, and consumers to consciously support climate-
positive projects without compromising quality and provide compensation for doing so. This label
was built in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food and other governmental and
non-governmental organizations.1016

On 30 April 2019, Minister of Ecological and Solidarity Transition and Minister of State Francois de
Rugy presented the draft law on energy and climate that aims to meet the objective of zero net
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 at the Council of Ministers meeting. More specific goals within the
law include ending coal electricity production by 2022, increasing the timeframe of reducing nuclear
power to 50 per cent by 2035 instead of 2025, appointing a High Council to evaluate the
implementation of these engagements and facilitating the development of renewable energy.!017

1013 European Sustainable Development Week: opening of the platform to participate!, Ministry of Ecological and
Solidarity Transition (Paris) 3 April 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/semaine-
europeenne-du-developpement-durable-ouverture-plateforme-participer.

1014 Francgois de Rugy's visit to Berlin - Joint Statement with the German Minister for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety, Svenja Schulze, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 9 April 2019.
Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/deplacement-francois-rugy-berlin-declaration-
conjointe-ministre-allemande-lenvironnement-protection.

10131 5w Emission Zones: 19 Communities Commit to Clean Air, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 16
April 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/zones-faibles-emissions-19-
collectivites-sengagent-qualite-lair.

1028 Government launches Low Carbon Seal, a tool to encourage and reward local climate action, Ministry of Ecological
and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 23 April 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.ecologique-
solidaire.gouv.fr/gouvernement-lance-label-bas-carbone-outil-encourager-et-recompenser-actions-locales-en-faveur-
du.
1017 Objective zero net emission of CO2 by 2050: Frangois de Rugy presented the bill on energy and climate in the
Council of Ministers, Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity Transition (Paris) 30 April 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019.
https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/objectif-zero-emission-nette-co2-dici-2050-francois-rugy-presente-projet-loi-
relatif-lenergie-et-au.
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France has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards a cleaner, more flexible and
transparent systems.

France has continually demonstrated commitment towards carbon neutrality by 2050, developed
initiatives and subsidies for business and consumers to choose climate-positive products, improved
transparency without compromising quality with the Low Carbon Seal, and cooperated with global
leaders to reduce emissions and transition to cleaner energy sources.

Thus, France receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Amit Dalaya

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transition through combining
growth while decreasing greenhouse gas emissions, and progressing towards cleaner, more flexible
and transparent energy systems.

On 3 December 2018, Chancellor Merkel allocated another EUR500 million for the Cleaner Air
Programme at a summit with local representatives in Berlin. Portions of the funds will go towards
electrifying urban traffic and retrofitting diesel buses in public transport.1018

On 12 December 2018, the Federal Cabinet approved of Act to accelerate the power grid expansion.
Federal Minister Altmaier stated that power grids are essential to energy transition.101?

On 16 December 2018, Germany attended the COP 24 United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Katowice and agreed to take measures to reach the Paris Agreement goals alongside 189 other
countries. Germany pledged to provide an additional EURG68 million to the Nationally Determined
Contributions to assist developing countries in fighting against climate change. Environmental
Minister Svenja Schulze also committed EUR70 million to the Adaptation Fund to support those
affected directly by climate change, through innovative projects. Further, the German government
promised to double its funding for the Green Climate fund to EUR1.5 billion to mitigate adaptation
in emerging economies and implement low-emission systems.!020

On 19 December 2018, AIDAnova —a boat built in Germany that runs on liquefied natural gas
(LNG)- departed on its first voyage. It was developed with funding from the Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy as part of a green shipping campaign known as “Energy in Transport.”
Sustainable maritime transport is an important feature to the Federal Government’s Maritime
Agenda 2025.1021

1918 Another 500 million euros for clean air, The Federal Government (Berlin) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 25

February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/another-500-million-euros-for-clean-air-1557404.
1919 Federal Cabinet endorses Act to accelerate the power grid expansion, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Energy (Berlin) 12 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181212-federal-cabinet-endorses-act-to-acce-erate-
the-power-grid-expansion.html.

1920 concrete steps agreed, The Federal Government (Katowice) 16 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/concrete-steps-agreed-1563250.

1021 Ships ‘made in Germany’: world’s first cruise ship powered by LNG takes maiden voyage, Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 19 December 2018. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2018/20181219-ships-made-in-germany.html.
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On 3 January 2019, The Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI) laid its
funding guidelines for “Clean Air 2017-2020” programme. BMVI is contributing EUR207 million to
the program to retrofit the diesel buses to reduce nitrogen oxide pollution.1022

On 18 January 2019, Angela Merkel delivered a speech at the Global Forum for Food and
Agriculture in Berlin. Merkel commented on the connection and growing research connecting food
and agriculture to CO2 emissions, stating that agriculture will need to play a role in decarbonization
of the economy by the end of the century. As a solution, Merkel recommends precision agriculture to
reduce nitrogen and pesticides utilized in intensive farming.1023

On 21 January 2019, the Federal Network Agency finished the “Ultranet” power line, expanding the
power grid and allowing for wind power from the North Sea to reach a car plant in Baden-
Waurttemberg, ultimately aiding in the production of electric cars.1024

On 22 January 2019, the Federal Republic of Germany and the French Republic signed the Treaty on
Franco-German Cooperation and Integration in Aachen. Merkel stated that the agreement’s objective
is to usher cooperation across many categories including research and education, “as well as
sustainable development, climate and environmental protection.”1025

On 23 January 2019, at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Merkel stated that the way to mitigate
climate change is to compromise and work multilaterally. In accordance to Germany’s plan to
decrease coal and nuclear energy, gas will play more important of a role, and Germany will
subsequently continue importing gas from Russia and possibly the United States of America.1026

On 28 January 2019, The Commission on Growth, Structural Change and Employment stated it
would phase out coal-fired power stations by 2038 or sooner. A total of EUR40 billion will be
provided over the next 20 years to those states affected to assist in ending the use of coal in power
generation. Moreover, the Commission also proposes to establish an Fraunhofer institute for energy
infrastructure and geothermal power with the purpose of decarbonizing the energy sector.1027

1022 «Clean air emergency program”: BMVI lays down new funding guidelines, The Federal Ministry of Transport and

Digital Infrastructure (Berlin) 3 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmvi.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/Suche/DE/Expertensuche_Formular.html?resourceld=12880&input_=12872&
pagelocale=de&templateQueryStringSearch=emissions&cl2Categories_Themen=_&cl2Categories_Themen.GROUP=1&d
ocumentType_=&documentType_.GROUP=1&lastChangeAfter=&lastChangeBefore=&selectSort=commonSortDate_dt+
desc&selectSort.GROUP=1.

1023 Speech by Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel at the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture in Berlin on 18
January 2019, The Federal Government (Berlin) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/speech-by-federal-chancellor-dr-angela-merkel-at-the-global-forum-
for-food-and-agriculture-in-berlin-on-18-january-2019-1572744.

1924 Minister Altmaier: “We have taken an important step in grid expansion,” Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Energy (Berlin) 21 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/20190121-altmaier-we-have-taken-an-important-step-
in-grid-expansion.html.

1025 Speech by Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel at the signing of the Treaty between the Federal Republic of
Germany and the French Republic on Franco-German Cooperation and Integration in Aachen, The Federal Government
(Aachen) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/speech-
by-federal-chancellor-dr-angela-merkel-at-the-signing-of-the-treaty-between-the-federal-republic-of-germany-and-
the-french-republic-on-franco-german-cooperation-and-integration-in-aachen-on-22-january-2019-1572746.

1026 Compromises are acting responsibly, says Chancellor, The Federal Government (Berlin) 23 January 2019. Access
Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/compromises-are-acting-responsibly-says-
chancellor-1573618.

1927 The beginning of the end of the age of coal, The Federal Government (Berlin) 28 January 2019. Access Date: 25
February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/the-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-age-of-coal-
1574864.
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On 29 January 2019, the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy and the Federal Office
for Information Security published a “Standardized Strategy for Cross-Sector Digitalisation of the
Energy Transition” that will help integration of renewables into the grid. The Strategy includes
comprehensive digital communication from the grid operator to the supplier to the consumer.1028

On 13 February 2019, Germany and India agreed to aim for closer cooperation in regard to climate
policy. Germany will assist India in climate action projects by providing them an additional EUR35
million. The funds will be devoted to sustaining forests, grid expansion, managing marine litter and
storage for renewable energy.1029

On 16 February 2019, Angela Merkel made a speech at the 55th Munich Security Conference. Merkel
discussed the Anthropocene, which includes the traces of nuclear tests, exploitation of materials and
climate change in the contexts of global security, highlighting it as an issue. Merkel reaffirmed
Germany’s commitment to investing in Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and phasing out nuclear
energy, lignite and black coal.1030

On 27 February 2019, Germany released its 2019 annual report on research and innovation. Experts
recommend higher taxes on carbon emissions to make clean energy forms more attractive, tax
incentives to promote research and development in small and medium enterprises, more blockchain
technology and start-ups.1031

On 4 March 2019, the Federal Environment Ministry stated it will be proving an extra EUR180
million for electric buses in public transportation. They will be specifically targeting transport that
exceed the nitrogen dioxide limit. In total, the Ministry is spending approximately EUR300 million
on this transition to cleaner public transport.1032

On 7 March 2019, the Federal Ministry for the Environment pledged to open a competence centre
for climate protection in energy-intensive industries. Its intention is to promote decarbonization by
cooperating with research institutions, industry and international institutions. The industries include
steel, cement, lime, metallurgy, and other industries where high emissions are common. The centre
will open in Cottbus later in 2019.1033

1028 Roadmap for smart energy grids of the future, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 29 January

2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019. https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/20190129-
roadmap-for-smart-energy-grids-of-the-future.html.

1029 \rinister Schulze agrees closer environmental cooperation with India, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/schulze-vereinbart-engere-umweltzusammenarbeit-mit-indien/.

1030 Speech by Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel on 16 February 2019 at the 55th Munich Security Conference, The
Federal Government (Munich) 16 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/speech-by-federal-chancellor-dr-angela-merkel-on-16-february-
2019-at-the-55th-munich-security-conference-1582318.

1931 The experts’ recommendations - energy, blockchain and start-ups, The Federal Government (Berlin) 27 February
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/search/the-experts-recommendations-
energy-blockchain-and-start-ups-1585856.

1032 taderal Environment Ministry increases subsidies for electric buses to almost 300 million euros, Federal Ministry
for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/bundesumweltministerium-erhoeht-foerderung-von-elektrobussen-auf-fast-
300-millionen-euro/.

1033 taderal Ministry for the Environment sets up “Competence Center for Climate Protection in Energy-Intensive
Industries” in Cottbus, Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 7 March
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/bundesumweltministerium-richtet-kompetenzzentrum-klimaschutz-in-
energieintensiven-industrien-in-co/.
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On 12 March 2019, Germany pledged more money for the energy shift, even after the end of nuclear
power in 2022. EUR4.5 billion will be made available for the Energy Climate Fund in 2019. The
funds will be used to increase efficiency in trade and industry, renewable energy, building
modernization, national and international climate change mitigation, projects and research, electricity,
compensation for electricity-intensive business and expanding the National Action Plan on Energy
Efficiency.1034

On 13 March 2019, Germany attended the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook (GEO-6) at the
fourth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) in Nairobi, Kenya. State
Secretary Jochen Flasbarth stated a need to have an “environmental policy that hold its own... for
long-term prosperity,” and that there’s a need to “advance the overdue transformational change to
more sustainable consumption and economic practices.” Germany reaffirmed to meet their
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, which would allow for sustainable energy, industry,
agriculture and transportation.103

On 25 March 2019, Federal Environmental Ministry expressed their support for projects for
decarbonization of industry. The ministry will provide funds for decarbonization in the industrial
sector.1036

On 26 March 2019, the Federal Environment Ministry called for project ideas on climate action and
biodiversity. Funded by the International Climate Initiative, the ministry is seeking ideas on how to
decrease emissions and adapt to climate change.1037

On 3 April 2019, the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) and the Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) honoured participants in
innovation efficiency networks. 33 companies that jointly saved 16,4000 tonnes of CO; are pursuing
new approaches to energy management and efficiency, which includes diverse energy sources,
efficient production, green buildings and low-emission mobility solutions.1038

From 3 to 4 April, Germany attended the XV Alpine Conference in Innsbruck, Austria, alongside the
ministers of other parties to the Alpine Convention. The Alpine Convention is an agreement to

1934 More money for the energy shift, The Federal Government (Berlin) 12 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/more-money-for-the-energy-shift-1589036.

1935 yno report calls for decisive action for more environmentally sound economic practices and more sustainable
lifestyles, Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 13 March 2019. Access
Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/uno-bericht-fordert-entschlossenes-handeln-fuer-eine-
umweltvertraeglichere-gestaltung-der-wirtschaft-u/.

1038 £aderal Environment Ministry supports projects for the decarbonisation of industry, Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 25 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/bundesumweltministerium-foerdert-projekte-zur-dekarbonisierung-der-
industrie/.

1037 Eaderal Environment Ministry launches call for project ideas for global climate actions and biodiversity
conservation, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 26 March 2019.
Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/bundesumweltministerium-startet-
ideenwettbewerb-fuer-weltweiten-klima-und-biodiversitaetsschutz/.

1038 Energy efficiency as an engine of innovation: Federal Government awards successful energy efficiency networks,
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 3 April 2019. Access Date: 19
April 2019. https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/energieeffizienz-als-innovationsmotor-bundesregierung-zeichnet-
erfolgreiche-energieeffizienz-netzwe/.
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increase cooperation on climate action in the Alps, a region especially susceptible to climate change.
The Convention aims to make the Alpine region climate neutral by 2050.1039

On 8 April 2019, Federal Environment Minister, Svenja Schulze, and French Minister, Francois de
Rugy, committed to continue Germany and France’s cooperation on climate and species protection,
and their path to climate neutrality. Minister de Rugy stated that they believe a well carbon price will
help cut emissions.1040

On 8 April 2019, Federal Minister of Economics, Peter Altmaier, discussed with ministers from
Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Austria, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Poland, the Czech Republic and the EU Commission about coordinating their electricity market as
they phase out coal.1041

On 9 to 10 April 2019, Berlin hosted a two-day conference that examined the global consequences of
energy transition. The Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue 2019 hosted delegates from 50 countries
and addressed both opportunities and challenges of transition. Federal Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
stated the importance of international cooperation to fight climate change. The task involves ending
fossil fuel usage and restructuring the energy sector.1042

On 9 April 2019, German Deputy Economy and Energy Minister Thomas Bareiss met with
Alparslan Bayraktar and both parties acknowledged strong partnership between both countries to
cooperate in renewables, energy storage and efficiency and have set up four working groups to
achieve better cooperation.1043

On 10 April 2019, Germany adopted its National Reform Programme 2019 to read its agreed
economic financial goals. The programme is designed to address and overcome structural weakness
in the European economy, and includes increasing energy efficiency.!04

On 11 April 2019, the German Advisory Council on Climate Change (WBGU) released its report
“Our Common Digital Future.” The WBGU report states the need for digital transformation to
support sustainability. The digital transformation will aid in research initiatives, such as the
Koperniku projects that are developing “digital, technological and economic solutions for the
transformation of the energy system.”1045

1039 Alpine region to be climate neutral by 2050, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and

Nuclear Safety (Innsbruck) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/alpenregion-
soll-bis-2050-klimaneutral-werden/.

1099 5chulze and de Rugy reaffirm their close cooperation in protecting the climate and biodiversity, Federal Ministry for
the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Energy (Berlin) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/schulze-und-de-rugy-bekraeftigen-enge-zusammenarbeit-beim-schutz-des-
klimas-und-der-biologischen-viel/.

1041 Altmaier: German decision to cut coal is being closely coordinated with our neighbouring states, the Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 8 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Pressemitteilungen/2019/20190408-altmaier-deutsche-entscheidung-zum-
kohleausstieg-mit-nachbarstaaten-abgestimmt.html.

1092 The energy transition is the future, The Federal Government (Berlin) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/the-energy-transition-is-the-future-1599552.

1043 Turkey and Germany to boost renewable cooperation, Anadolu Agency (Ankara) 18 April 2019. Access date: 20
April 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-and-germany-to-boost-renewable-cooperation/1456703.

1044 National Reform Programme 2019, The Federal Government (Berlin) 10 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/national-reform-programme-2019-1599820.

1095 \wBGU report: Digitization as a driver of sustainability, The Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation
and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 11 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/wbgu-
gutachten-digitalisierung-als-motor-fuer-nachhaltigkeit/.
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On 17 April 2019, Germany and Ukraine stated their goal for a German-Ukrainian Energy
Partnership. The partnership would aim at the modernization of the Ukrainian energy sector, and the
expansion of renewable energy and efficiency.1046

On 15 April 2019, Germany voted in the EU Council for stricter fuel consumption and climate limits
for cars and commercial vehicles to cut CO2 emissions. The EU regulation was adopted in the
Council of Member States and Germany approved the regulation. The regulation also sets that CO»
emissions of cars must reduce by 37.5 per cent by 2030. Federal Environment Minister Svenja
Schulze stated that the automotive industry will have reliable conditions until 2030. Manufacturers
will be able to switch production to new drives in reasonable time, which is important for Germany
to remain a world-leading automotive location.!047

On 16 April 2019, Germany opened the largest Baltic wind farm with the capacity to power 400,000
households. Chancellor Angela Merkel states that renewables are now the focus in energy supply and
called for an increase in the building of power transmission lines to promote use of renewables.1048

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to reduce emissions and encourage energy
transitions towards cleaner and more transparent energy systems. Germany adoption of new EU
automobile emission regulations, investments in research and development pertaining to alternative
energy sources, and international cooperation to reduce emissions and promote energy efficiency
highlight its compliance.

Thus, Germany receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Kaylin Dawe

India: +1

India has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and moving towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
energy systems.

On 17 December 2018, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Solar Energy Corporation of India
Limited (SECI) and a French state-owned research entity to further collaboration in the development
of e-vehicles.! Specifically, the French company intends to help SECI develop a charging station
with embedded batteries for e-vehicles powered by solar panels.1950 This initiative would further

10% German-Ukrainian Energy Partnership, the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Berlin) 17 April 2019.

Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Pressemitteilungen/2019/20190417-deutsch-ukrainische-
energiepartnerschaft.html.

1047 schulze: New EU limits make new cars more economical and climate-friendly, Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/schulze-neue-eu-grenzwerte-machen-neuwagen-sparsamer-und-
klimafreundlicher/.

1048 Largest Baltic wind farm does online, The Federal Government (Berlin) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/largest-baltic-wind-farm-goes-online-1601694.

1099 press Release: Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and France in the field of new and
renewable energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi)
17 December 2018. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1556311.
1050 press Release: Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and France in the field of new and
renewable energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi)
17 December 2018. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1556311.
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support the Government of India’s plan to encourage electrical vehicles and minimizing their impact
on electrical grids.1051

On 20 December 2018, the Ministty of New and Renewable Energy announced support for a
recently implemented program called “Waste to Energy” which transforms urban, industrial, and
agricultural waste to energy in the form of Biogas power.1952 Under the program, 184 Waste to
Energy plants have been set up in the private sector which have an aggregate capacity of 315.24
MWeq.1053

On 27 December 2018, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy finalized bids to set up wind
power projects with an aggregate capacity of 8389.90 MW.10>* The Government of India has
promoted wind power projects by providing fiscal and financial incentives such as Accelerated
Depreciation benefits, custom duty exemptions on the parts of electric wind generator, among other
benefits.1055 Technical support has also been offered for potential wind power sites in Chennai.l05

On 3 January 2019, Indian Department of Atomic Energy stated that India and France have made
satisfactory progress on the Industrial Way Forward Agreement, signed in March 2018, to develop
six reactors in Maharashtra, India.1057

On 6 February 2019, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi approved of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy’s proposal for
implementing the Central Public Sector Undertaking Scheme Phase II. This phase entails setting up
12,000 MW grid-connected Solar Photovoltaic Power Projects for use by Government entities.1058
The project is planned to be completed in 4 years and will encourage the domestic production of
solar cells for its usage.!?> The project will allow for direct employment of 60,000 people in the pre-
commission activity phase and around 18,000 people for 25 years in the operation and maintenance

1051 press Release: Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and France in the field of new and

renewable energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi)
17 December 2018. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1556311.
1052 prass Release: Power Generation from Waste, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 20 December 2018. Access Date: 29 February 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1556850.

1053 prass Release: Power Generation from Waste, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 20 December 2018. Access Date: 29 February 2098.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1556850.

105% press Release: Bids for setting up of Wind Power Projects of over 8000 MW Capacity Finalised, Press Information
Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 27 December 2018. Access Date: 29
February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1557495.

1055 press Release: Bids for setting up of Wind Power Projects of over 8000 MW Capacity Finalised, Press Information
Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 27 December 2018. Access Date: 29
February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1557495.

1056 press Release: Bids for setting up of Wind Power Projects of over 8000 MW Capacity Finalised, Press Information
Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 27 December 2018. Access Date: 29
February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1557495.

1957 |ndia-France making ‘satisfactory progress’ on nuclear power plant pact: Government, The Economic Times (New
Delhi) 3 January 2019. Access Date: 10 March 2019.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/india-france-making-satisfactory-progress-on-nuclear-
power-plant-pact-government/articleshow/67368750.cms.

1058 press Release: CCEA approves proposal for setting up 12,000 MW grid-connected Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Power
Projects, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 6
February 2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PM0O=3&PRID=1562963.

1059 press Release: CCEA approves proposal for setting up 12,000 MW grid-connected Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Power
Projects, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 6
February 2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PM0O=3&PRID=1562963.
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period.1960 An additional 120,000 employment opportunities will be offered for the local population
in setting up the Solar Power Projects and in the domestic manufacturing of solar cells.106!

On 7 February 2019, an Expert Committee chaired by Secretary, Ministry of New and Renewable
energy, has proposed a draft National Energy Storage Mission that encourages innovation and cost
reduction in the energy storage sector.!92 Further technical cooperation on energy storage has been
pursued through India’s bilateral agreement, specifically under the India-United Kingdom Energy for
Growth Partnership.1063

On 12 February 2019, the Government of India implemented a number of measures to promote the
rooftop solar program, including providing central financial assistance for sectors connected to the
program, providing experts for the implementation of the program, creating an online platform to
expedite the program’s implementation, and looked into the availability of loans from the World
Bank and Asian Development Bank to fund the project when appropriate.1064

On 12 February 2019, the Government of India announced a plan to promote solar energy usage
among farmers. The plan current involves setting up grid-connected renewable power plants in the
rural area, installing standalone off-grid solar water plants to fulfill irrigation needs, making pre-
existing agriculture pumps solar-power dependent, and helping famers sell surplus power to receive
extra income. 1063

On 13 February 2019, India and Germany agreed to aim for closer cooperation in regard to climate
policy. Germany will assist India in climate action projects by providing them an additional EUR35
million. The funds will be devoted to sustaining forests, grid expansion, managing marine litter and
storage for renewable energy.1060

On 18 February 2019, Argentina and India signed a MoU in New Delhi to boost cooperation in the
sectors of energy between the India’s Department of Atomic Energy, and Argentina’s National

1080 pross Release: CCEA approves proposal for setting up 12,000 MW grid-connected Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Power

Projects, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 6
February 2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PM0O=3&PRID=1562963.

1061 press Release: CCEA approves proposal for setting up 12,000 MW grid-connected Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Power
Projects, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 6
February 2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PM0O=3&PRID=1562963.

1962 press Release: Government of India has been making concerted efforts for Developing Energy Storage
Technologies, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 7
February 2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PM0O=3&PRID=1563308.

1963 press Release: Government of India has been making concerted efforts for Developing Energy Storage
Technologies, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 7
February 2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PM0O=3&PRID=1563308.

1064 press Release: A number of measures taken to popularise Roof Top Solar Power System, Press Information Bureau
Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 12 February 2019. Access Date: 29 February
2018. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1564038.

1085 press Release: Kusum Scheme to Promote Use of Solar Energy Among Farmers Under Consideration: Shri R. K.
Singh, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 12 February
2019. Access Date: 29 February 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1564036.

1086 Minister Schulze agrees closer environmental cooperation with India, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Berlin). 13 February 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bmu.de/en/pressrelease/schulze-vereinbart-engere-umweltzusammenarbeit-mit-indien/.
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Atomic Energy Commission. Both countries are continuing to engage in talks that will boost
cooperation in areas of nuclear power for energy production.!067

On 28 February 2019, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi signed a MoU
with Tajikistan to promote renewable energy initiatives.1968 Institutional cooperation mandated by the
MoU will include bilateral technical cooperation in promoting renewable energy infrastructure, the
development and deployment of new and renewable energy and storage technologies.’0% Other
cooperative efforts may include exchange and training of scientific and technical personnel and
information, organizing workshops, seminars, and working groups to transfer equipment on a non-
commercial basis, development of joint research initiatives, and other projects as deemed
necessary.1070

On 6 March 2019, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change amended the
Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management & Transboundary Movement) Rules to bolster the
implementation of environmentally sound hazardous waste policies.!97! The revision upholds the
principles of sustainable development, ensures the principle of sustainable development are upheld,
and simplifies procedures under the act.'92 A notable change includes the prohibition of the
importation of solid plastic waste into the country in special economic zones.!073

On 8 March 2019, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change launched a new
program called the “India Cooling Action Plan” (ICAP) which reduces the cooling demand across
the country.1074 Cooling demand refers to the demand for energy to reduce the temperature indoors
for comfort.!97> The Environment Minister says that this new ICAP wants to achieve both
environmental and socioeconomic benefits to reduce direct and indirect emissions.!076 The goal is to

1067 India, Argentina sign MoU for Nuclear energy cooperation, Times of India (India) 19 February 2019. Access Date: 2

March 2019. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-argentina-sign-mou-for-nuclear-energy-
cooperation/articleshow/68056022.cms.

1088 press Release: Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and Tajikistan on Cooperation in the field of Renewable
Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 28
February 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1566772.

1089 press Release: Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and Tajikistan on Cooperation in the field of Renewable
Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 28
February 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1566772.

1070 press Release: Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and Tajikistan on Cooperation in the field of Renewable
Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 28
February 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1566772.

1071 press Release: Amendment in Hazardous Waste (Management& Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016, Press
Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 06 March
2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1567682.

1072 press Release: Amendment in Hazardous Waste (Management& Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016, Press
Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 06 March
2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1567682.

1073 press Release: Amendment in Hazardous Waste (Management& Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016, Press
Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 06 March
2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1567682.

107% press Release: India Cooling Action Plan Launched, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 08 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1568328.

1075 press Release: India Cooling Action Plan Launched, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 08 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1568328.

1076 press Release: India Cooling Action Plan Launched, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 08 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1568328.
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promote a decrease in cooling demand across all sectors, reduce greenhouse gas emissions related to
cooling, enhance energy efficiency, and promote the innovation of better technology with a 20 year
time period.1077

On 18 March 2019, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy approved of a program
implementing solar pumps and solar plant-powered grids for rural farmers.1078

On 15 April 2019, the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modji, approved of a
Cooperation Agreement between the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy of India and Ministry
for Energy, Utilities, and Climate of the Kingdom of Denmark focused on strategic cooperation in
the field of renewable energy, with a focus on offshore wind energy.!07 Further areas of cooperation
would include cultivating technical expertise for management of offshore wind projects,
implementing infrastructure to develop and sustain a highly efficient wind industry onshore and
offshore, and programs to ensure the high quality of wind turbines, components, and certification
requirements.!%0 An accompanying letter of intent also established an Indo-Danish Centre of
Excellence for renewable energy in India.!%8! This centre will be tasked to work on renewable energy
resource assessments, hybridization of wind, solar, hydro, and storage technologies, testing, research
and development, and capacity building.!82 These programs will collectively aim to strengthen
bilateral relations between India and Denmark.1083

India has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
energy systems. India demonstrated compliance by funding renewable energy initiatives such as wind
power and solar power projects, implementing programs to transform industrial waste into biogas
energy, providing infrastructure to support e-vehicle usage and cooperating with other nations to
boost energy production and diversify the energy sector.

1077 press Release: India Cooling Action Plan Launched, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of

Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (New Delhi) 08 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1568328.

1078 press Release: Advisory to General Public: Fraudulent websites for registration under Kisan Urja Suraksha evam
Utthaan Mahabhiyan (KUSUM) Scheme, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1569000.

1079 press Release: Cabinet approves Cooperation Agreement between India and Denmark in the field of Renewable
Energy with focus on Offshore Wind Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1570599.

1080 pross Release: Cabinet approves Cooperation Agreement between India and Denmark in the field of Renewable
Energy with focus on Offshore Wind Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1570599.

1081 press Release: Cabinet approves Cooperation Agreement between India and Denmark in the field of Renewable
Energy with focus on Offshore Wind Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1570599.

1082 press Release: Cabinet approves Cooperation Agreement between India and Denmark in the field of Renewable
Energy with focus on Offshore Wind Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1570599.

1083 press Release: Cabinet approves Cooperation Agreement between India and Denmark in the field of Renewable
Energy with focus on Offshore Wind Energy, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (New Delhi) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1570599.
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Thus, India receives as score of +1.
Abnalyst: Andrea Ho

Indonesia: +1

Indonesia has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and moving towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems.

On 10 December 2018, the Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources (EDSM) inaugurated the
Green Energy Station at the General Petrol Filling Station.!8* This new station will also provide a
General Electric Charging Station for electric cars.!085 The minister further commented that he hopes
that other gas stations will fill its electricity needs from renewable sources and that electric cars and
renewable energy should be the focus of future energy policies.1086

On 29 January 2019, Japan’s Ministry of Economy Trade and Industry, and Indonesia’s Ministry of
Industry attended the inaugural Japan-Indonesia Automotive Dialogue. This event took place in
Jakarta, Indonesia and clarified the importance of electric vehicle development to counteract
environmental problems and stem the growth of industries relating to non-renewable energies.!087

On 24 February 2019, the Deputy Minister of EDSM inaugurated solar power street lighting in Bukik
Gadang Village in Sawahlunto City.1988 ESDM reports that the solar-powered lamp is an effective
solution to add light to streets that do not have access to electricity.!08

On 25 February 2019, the President of the Republic of Indonesia Joko Widodo inaugurated a 600
MW Steam Power Plant (PLTU) in Karangkandri Village, Cilacamp, Central Java.!90 This project
marks the ongoing project to bring electrical power to remote villages in Indonesia.!?! Additionally,

198% Minister Jonan Inaugurates SPLU for Electric Cars, 6,500 Pertamina SPBU Asked to Use Renewable Energy, Ministry

of Energy and Mineral Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 27 February
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/menteri-jonan-resmikan-splu-untuk-mobil-listrik-6500-
spbu-pertamina-diminta-gunakan-energi-terbarukan.

1985 Minister Jonan Inaugurates SPLU for Electric Cars, 6,500 Pertamina SPBU Asked to Use Renewable Energy, Ministry
of Energy and Mineral Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 27 February
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/menteri-jonan-resmikan-splu-untuk-mobil-listrik-6500-
spbu-pertamina-diminta-gunakan-energi-terbarukan.

1086 Minister Jonan Inaugurates SPLU for Electric Cars, 6,500 Pertamina SPBU Asked to Use Renewable Energy, Ministry
of Energy and Mineral Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 27 February
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/menteri-jonan-resmikan-splu-untuk-mobil-listrik-6500-
spbu-pertamina-diminta-gunakan-energi-terbarukan.

1987 First Japan-Indonesia Automotive Dialogue Held, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (Tokyo) 29 January 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2019/0212_001.html.

1088 Solar Street Lighting, Able to Save on Sawahlunto City Budget, Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Public
Information Services (Jakarta) 24 February 2019. Access Date: 27 February 2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-
center/arsip-berita/penerangan-jalan-tenaga-surya-mampu-menghemat-apbd-kota-sawahlunto.

1089 5olar Street Lighting, Able to Save on Sawahlunto City Budget, Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Public
Information Services (Jakarta) 24 February 2019. Access Date: 27 February 2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-
center/arsip-berita/penerangan-jalan-tenaga-surya-mampu-menghemat-apbd-kota-sawahlunto.

1050 Inaugurates Cilacap PLTU Expansion of 1x 660 MW, President: End of this Year 99.9% of Indonesia is Electrified,
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 27
February 2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/resmikan-pltu-cilacap-ekspansi-1x-660-mw-
presiden-akhir-tahun-ini-999-indonesia-terlistriki.

1091 Inaugurates Cilacap PLTU Expansion of 1x 660 MW, President: End of this Year 99.9% of Indonesia is Electrified,
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 27
February 2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/resmikan-pltu-cilacap-ekspansi-1x-660-mw-
presiden-akhir-tahun-ini-999-indonesia-terlistriki.
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President Widodo reiterated support for renewable energy projects, like the PLTU, which will
eventually replace the use of fossil fuels.1092

On 25 February 2019, President Joko Widodo implemented a new policy to increase the number of
electricity projects with the final goal of providing electricity to all Indonesia communities.!9?3 These
electricity project will focus on equitable access by distributing Energy-Saving Solar Energy Lights
for the 2,519 villages that do not have access to electricity.!0%

On 12 March 2019, a Japan-Indonesia Energy Forum was held in Jakarta, Indonesia, in order to
persuade Indonesia to capitalize on Japan’s available knowledge on clean energy and related business.
This is meant to both make a positive environmental impact, as well as strengthening bonds between
the two countries through co-development of environmental projects.1095

On 23 March 2019, the Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Ignasius Joan inaugurated several
infrastructure developments in East Nusa Tengarra (NTT) including public solar street lighting,
energy-saving solar power lights, and groundwater drilling wells.10% This development is aimed at
improving both sustainable development and the welfare of NTT citizens.107

On 27 March 2019, the Government of Indonesia announced it was committed to gradually
changing coal fueled energy to renewable energy.108 By 2025, Indonesia intends to use 23 per cent of
renewable energy sources.!” The Deputy Minister of EDSM Arcandra Tahar notes that the
transition from coal to renewable energy sources will be carried out in stages after the economy has

1092 Inaugurates Cilacap PLTU Expansion of 1x 660 MW, President: End of this Year 99.9% of Indonesia is Electrified,
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 27
February 2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/resmikan-pltu-cilacap-ekspansi-1x-660-mw-
presiden-akhir-tahun-ini-999-indonesia-terlistriki.

10931 Four Years of Electricity Growing Fast, President: No More Complaints Byar Pet, Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 27 February 2019.
https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/dalam-empat-tahun-listrik-tumbuh-cepat-presiden-tidak-ada-
lagi-keluhan-byar-pet.

109% 1 Four Years of Electricity Growing Fast, President: No More Complaints Byar Pet, Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources Public Information Services (Jakarta) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 27 February 2019.
https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/dalam-empat-tahun-listrik-tumbuh-cepat-presiden-tidak-ada-
lagi-keluhan-byar-pet.

1095 Japan-Indonesia Government-Private Workshop on Clean Energy Technology to be Held, Ministry of Trade and
Industry (Tokyo) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 23 April 2019.
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2019/0306_001.html.

109 press Release: Improve Quality of Life in NTT, Lighting and Clean Water Become a Solution, Indonesia Public
Information Services Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
https://www.esdm.go.id/en/media-center/arsip-berita/tingkatkan-kualitas-hidup-di-ntt-penerangan-dan-air-bersih-
jadi-solusi.

1097 press Release: Improve Quality of Life in NTT, Lighting and Clean Water Become a Solution, Indonesia Public
Information Services Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
https://www.esdm.go.id/en/media-center/arsip-berita/tingkatkan-kualitas-hidup-di-ntt-penerangan-dan-air-bersih-
jadi-solusi.

1098 press Release: Like other countries, the portion of coal will be replaced by gradual renewable energy, Indonesia
Public Information Services Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 27 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/seperti-negara-lain-porsi-batubara-akan-diganti-energi-
terbarukan-bertahap.

1099 press Release: Like other countries, the portion of coal will be replaced by gradual renewable energy, Indonesia
Public Information Services Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 27 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/seperti-negara-lain-porsi-batubara-akan-diganti-energi-
terbarukan-bertahap.
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fully developed, modeled after the European and Chinese methods.!'% His concern of transition too
quickly is that Indonesia will be unable to compete with competitive export markets if their source of
energy is too expensive.l’! However, Arcandra Tahar reaffirms the strong efforts to convert to
renewable resources.!102

Indonesia has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and moving towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems. Indonesia demonstrated compliance by funding renewable energy
initiatives such as solar power street lighting projects and steam power plants, connecting rural
communities to renewable electrical power grids, and providing charging stations for electric cars.

Thus, Indonesia receives a score of +1.
Abnalyst: Andrea Ho

Italy: +1

Italy has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems.

On 5 December 2018, Italy agreed to offer support to Zambia towards transitioning to renewable
energy sources. Italy has previously cooperated with Zambia by assisting to build the two major
dams, Kariba and Itezhitezhi, that meet most of the electricity demand in Zambia.!193

On 5 December 2018, two government officials announced plans for an amendment to the 2019-
2020 budget which will allow the government to offer subsidies up to EUR6,000 to buyers of low
emissions vehicles and to increase sub-charge up to EUR3,000 for buyers of traditional petroleum
and diesel vehicles based on their emissions. This will apply to cars bought starting March 2019 until
2021.1104

On 13 December 2019, Environment Minister Sergio Costa attended the COP24 Summit in
Katowice, Poland where he engaged in talk with other environment and education ministers,

100 procs Release: Like other countries, the portion of coal will be replaced by gradual renewable energy, Indonesia

Public Information Services Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 27 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/seperti-negara-lain-porsi-batubara-akan-diganti-energi-
terbarukan-bertahap.

101 press Release: Like other countries, the portion of coal will be replaced by gradual renewable energy, Indonesia
Public Information Services Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 27 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/seperti-negara-lain-porsi-batubara-akan-diganti-energi-
terbarukan-bertahap.

102 pross Release: Like other countries, the portion of coal will be replaced by gradual renewable energy, Indonesia
Public Information Services Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jakarta) 27 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://www.esdm.go.id/id/media-center/arsip-berita/seperti-negara-lain-porsi-batubara-akan-diganti-energi-
terbarukan-bertahap.

1103 Italy is ready to invest in renewable energy in Zambia, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy (Lusaka) 5 December 2018.
Access Date: 30 April 2019. https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/retediplomatica/2018/12/italia-
pronta-ad-investire-in-energia-rinnovabile-in-zambia.html.

1104 Italy proposes measures to spur sales of low-emission cars, Reuters (Rome) 5 December 2018. Access Date: 30 April
2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-italy-cars-incentives/italy-proposes-measures-to-spur-sales-of-low-emission-
cars-idUSKBN1041MU.
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international organizations and NGOs regrading better implementing the measures of the Paris
Agreement. He emphasized Italy’s plan to fully eliminate coal in the economy by 2025.1105

On 5 February 2019, officials from Ministry of Environment presented Italian proposal for an
integrated National Integrated Energy and Climate Plan (PNIEC) to the EU commission. The
proposal aimed for a long-term decarbonization goal by 2050. The proposal aims for gradual
elimination of coal in energy production, minimization of environmental impacts of renewable
energy transition, and integration of renewable energy sources in energy production.!’%On 4 April
2019, Environment Minister Sergio Costa announced that the preliminary PNIEC was forwarded to
qualified stakeholders. This consultation will be completed in 30 days, after which comments will be
forwarded to Ministries of Environment, Economic Development and Infrastructure. These
ministries will then draft an “environmental report” which will be subjected to public consultation
for 90 days where Italian citizens will be able to view it to propose “evaluations, criticisms and
modifications.” After public consultation, the report will be finally evaluated and approved by
President of Council of Ministers and then transmitted to the European Union. This process of
consultation with institutions responsible for all environment matters is aimed to increase awareness
and collaboration with all Italian citizens.!107

On 10 January 2019, the Ministry of Energy Undersecretary Davide Crippa issued a statement which
noted that upstream gas and oil activity was “not of strategic importance for the country.” Hence, the
government is planning to block the issuing of 36 permits, including the 3 already-issued permits, to
look for oil and gas in efforts to reduce the country’s carbon footprint.1108

On 14 February 2019, the proposal to issue a moratorium of 18 months on offshore oil and gas
exploration was approved by the patliament. Group of nine oil and gas companies called Per
I’Energia Nazionale has strongly appealed the government to change the moratorium.!109

On 18 February 2019, the European Union announced that 26 European islands have officially
launched their clean energy transition to become more energy self-reliant and prosperous. Among
them are the 3 Italian regions of Salina, Favignana, and Pantelleria.1110

On 5 March 2019, Environment Minister Sergio Costa spoke about the significance of efforts to
achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement at the EU Council of Environment Ministers in
Brussels. He noted that a “decrease in dependence on hard coal and the drive towards energy

1105 COP24, Costa: “We are here to fully implement the Paris agreement, including on environmental education”,

Ministry of Environment and Protection of the Territory and the Sea (Rome) 13 December 2019. Access date: 30 April
2019. https://www.minambiente.it/comunicati/cop24-costa-siamo-qui-dare-piena-attuazione-accordo-di-parigi-anche-
su-educazione.

1108 National Energy and Climate Integrated Plan proposal presented in the EU Commission, Ministry of Environment
and Protection of the Territory and the Sea (Rome) 5 February 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019.
https://www.minambiente.it/comunicati/presentata-commissione-ue-proposta-piano-nazionale-integrato-energia-e-
clima.

197 £yndamental popular consultation for shared management of energy planning, Ministry of Environment and
Protection of Territory and the Sea (Rome) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019.
https://www.minambiente.it/comunicati/piano-clima-energia-avviata-la-procedura-vas.

1108 Italy to block oil and gas exploration permits, Economic Times (Milan) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019.
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/italy-to-block-oil-and-gas-exploration-
permits/67464982.

1109 Italy initiates 18-month moratorium on offshore O&G exploration, KallanishEnergy (Rome) 14 February 2019.
Access Date: 30 April 2019. http://www.kallanishenergy.com/2019/02/14/italian-parliament-initiates-18-month-
moratorium-on-offshore-og-exploration/.

105 European islands launch clean energy transition, European Commission (Brussels) 18 February 2019.

Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/26-european-islands-launch-clean-energy-transition-
2019-feb-18_en.
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innovation” is necessatry to progress towards a low-carbon economic model. He concluded that it
will be crucial to set up regulatory framework, to “create coherence between climate policies and
industrial strategies” and to “support and exploit the potential of research and innovation to the
maximum.”!111

On 12 March 2019, Xebec Adsorption, a provider of renewable gas solutions announced that it has
signed a contract with the Italian Government to build a landfill biogas-upgrading plant that will
produce approximately 5 million cubic meters of carbon neutral Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) per
year, replacing the equivalent of approximately 5 million liters of diesel fuel.!112

On 20 March 2019, Environment Minister Sergio Costa and Minister Di Maio announced the start of
public consultation of the Energy and Climate Plan of 2030. This plan establishes Italy’s objectives
towards achieving measures on energy efficiency and renewable sources to meet the EU Framework
targets and other objectives to maintain energy security and energy market competitiveness.
Proposals of sustainable mobility are also being discussed.!13

On 21 March 2019, Italian state-controlled electricity transmission operator Terna announced that it
would invest into improvements to its power grid in preparation for the shift out of fossil fuels to
renewable sources of energy.!114

On 3 April 2019, GlobalData report on Underground Gas Storage Industry Outlook in Europe to
2023 showed that Italy is expected to add around 249 billion feet’ of underground gas storage
capacity between 2019 and 2023. This expansion is aimed to ensure uninterrupted gas supply during
peak winters.!115

On 15 April 2019, Environment Minister Sergio Costa announced that he is proud of Italy’s
contribution of “putting more ambitious targets on paper” in regard to the new rules of emissions of
carbon dioxide from cars and light commercial vehicles. The new rules state that from 2030 new cars
and vans will generate lower CO2 emissions by 37%.1116

Italy has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and to move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems. ltaly is making efforts to advance towards diversification of energy
sources, reducing carbon dioxide emissions and transitioning towards a carbon-free economy as seen
in legislation and statements at international events.

1 The minister at the EU Environment Council: "Creating coherence between climate policies and industrial

strategies", Ministry of Environment and Protection of Territory and the Sea (Rome) 5 March 2019. Access date: 30
April 2019. https://www.minambiente.it/comunicati/nucleare-costa-sempre-e-convintamente-netto-e-tombale-no.
112 yebec Receives Another Significant Order in Italy, GlobeNewswire (Montreal) 12 March 2019.

Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/03/12/1751796/0/en/Xebec-
Receives-Another-Significant-Order-in-Italy.html.

113 Climate: The National Integrated Energy and Climate Plan was presented to 2030, Ministry of Environment and
Protection of Territory and the Sea (Rome) 20 March 2019. Access date: 30 April 2019.
https://www.minambiente.it/comunicati/clima-presentato-il-piano-nazionale-integrato-energia-e-clima-al-2030.

e Italy’s Terna to spend record sums on grid for shift to renewables, Reuters (Milan) 21 March 2019.

Access Date: 22 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-terna-plan/italys-terna-to-spend-record-sums-on-
grid-for-shift-to-renewables-idUSKCN1R210L.

s Italy increasing underground gas storage capacity, Energy Global (London) 3 April 2019. Access date: 30 April 2019.
https://www.energyglobal.com/downstream/tanks-terminals/03042019/italy-increasing-underground-gas-storage-
capacity/.

1118 500d for EU Emissions Cut, Fundamental Contribution from Italy, Ministry of Environment and Protection of the
Territory and the Sea (Rome) 15 April 2019. Access date: 30 April 2019. https://www.minambiente.it/comunicati/clima-
costa-bene-ok-ue-taglio-emissioni-da-italia-contributo-fondamentale.
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Thus, Italy receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Drishti Thakkar

Japan: +1

Japan has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems.

On 3 December 2018, Japan sent 116 delegates to the 24t Conference of the Parties (COP24), part
of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to take part in important climate
negotiations with the other 14,000 Party delegates.!!'” Japan intends to merge environmental
protection and economic growth, creating a model for other countries to follow.!118

On 17 December 2018, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) announced plans to
implement tracking of non-fossil fuel energy certificates which signify products stemming from
renewable energy sources. This will allow companies to specifically purchase renewable energy power
as opposed to non-renewable energy power.111?

On 25 December 2019, METT announced its backing of the Task Force on Climate-related Financial
Disclosures (TCFD) Study Group’s recommendations to increase green finance with increased
corporate disclosure. METI aims to encourage companies to disclose their plans and efforts for
combating climate change.!120

On 14 January 2019, the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Hiroshige Seko addressed the
International Group of Liquefied Natural Gas Importers, announcing that Japan’s liquified natural
gas (LNG) policies will expand past primarily importing LNG to Japan and will now “support
development of LNG businesses by Japanese companies into rapidly growing third countries, and
growth in the LNG market.”1121

On 25 January 2019, Japan’s Ministry of Environment announced that it will host the International
Carbon dioxide Capture, Utilization and Storage (CCUS) Symposium for Low-Carbon Society. The
purpose of this conference is to put forth Japan’s idea that “not only the extension of conventional
efforts but also new innovation are necessary” to combat climate change. This conference will be
used to demonstrate projects from the CCUS which could decrease COZ2 emissions.!122

On 29 January 2019, Japan’s METI and Indonesia’s Ministry of Industry attended the inaugural
Japan-Indonesia Automotive Dialogue. This event took place in Jakarta, Indonesia and clarified the

"7 \Which countries have sent the most delegates to COP24, Carbon Brief (London) 4 December 2018. Access Date: 23

February 2019. https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-countries-sent-most-delegates-cop24.

118 cop24 Japan Pavillion: Lead the World Forward, Ministry of the Environment (Katowice) 3 December 2018. Access
Date: 23 February 2019. http://copjapan.env.go.jp/cop/cop24/en/.

19 hemonstration Experiment on Sale of Non-fossil fuel energy certificates with Tracking Information, Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (Tokyo) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2018/1217_005.html.

129 \ETI Formulates TCFD Guidance and Declares its Support for TCFD, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
(Tokyo) 25 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2018/1225_006.html.

1121Japan's coming of age in the Asian LNG market, Knect365 (London) 14 January 2019. Access Date: 23 February
2019. https://knect365.com/energy/article/24a50c57-2ab9-4363-90e2-cd368df29762/japans-coming-of-age-in-the-
asian-Ing-market.

122 nternational CCUS Symposium for Low-Carbon Society, Ministry of the Environment (Tokyo) 25 January 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.env.go.jp/en/headline/2392.html.
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importance of electric vehicle development to counteract environmental problems and stem the
growth of industries relating to non-renewable energies.1123

On 14 February 2019, the METI launched the “Subcommittee on Electricity Resilience toward
Decarbonized Society,” which will study the resilience of Japan’s electricity infrastructures and
attempt to incorporate new technologies with the end-goal of a decarbonized future.!124

On 11 March 2019, Japan attended the 4 UN General Assembly on Environment in Nairobi,
Kenya. In addition to adopting the Ministerial Declaration and Resolutions, Japan announced a joint-
project with Stri Lanka and Norway to combat ocean plastic waste.112

On 12 March 2019, a Japan-Indonesia Energy Forum was held in Jakarta, Indonesia, in order to
persuade Indonesia to capitalize on Japan’s available knowledge on clean energy and related business.
This is meant to both make a positive environmental impact, as well as strengthening bonds between
the two countries through co-development of environmental projects.!126

On 26 March 2019, The Ministry of the Environment held the 3+ Environmental Technology
Demonstration Project Steering Committee in order to encourage the development of environmental
technology to aid environmental protection and the industries surrounding it, such as organic
wastewater treatment technology.!127

Japan has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems. Japan demonstrates compliance by implementing technology to incentivize energy
transitions, diversifying the energy sector, engaging in meaningful international conversations to work
towards a zero-carbon emission future.

Thus, Japan receives a store of +1.
Analyst: Llan Hughes

Korea: +1

Korea has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems.

On 3 December 2018, Korea sent 80 delegates to the 24t Conference of the Parties (COP24) to take
part in important climate talks with the other 14,000 Party delegates at the prominent international
climate negotiations as part of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.'128 The

123 First Japan-Indonesia Automotive Dialogue Held, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (Tokyo) 29 January 2019.

Access Date: 23 February 2019. http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2019/0212_001.html.

Y24 METI to Launch Subcommittee on Electricity Resilience towards a Decarbonized Society, Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (Tokyo) 14 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2019/0214_002.html.

125 0 the adoption of the Ministerial Declaration and Resolutions at the United Nations General Assembly on
Environment, Ministry of the Environment (Tokyo) 16 March 2019. Access Date: April 23 2019.
https://www.env.go.jp/annai/kaiken/h31/s0316.html.

1126Japan-lndonesia Government-Private Workshop on Clean Energy Technology to be Held, Ministry of Trade and
Industry (Tokyo) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 23 April 2019.
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2019/0306_001.html.

127 About Holding of the 2019 Environmental Technology Demonstration Project Steering Committee, Ministry of the
Environment (Tokyo) 18 March 2019. Access Date: 22 April 2019. http://www.env.go.jp/press/106589.html.

28 \Which countries have sent the most delegates to COP24, Carbon Brief (London) 4 December 2018. Access Date: 24
February 2019. https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-countries-sent-most-delegates-cop24.
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Delegation was led by Korea’s Minister of Environment Cho Myung-Rae, and planned to focus on
climate finance and their belief that developing countries must start providing greater financial
contributions to Green Climate Fund.!12

On 23 December 2018, Korea released a parliamentary report assuring that the levelized costs of
producing solar energy in Korea will drop below 100 KRW per KWH within 5 years and 84 KRW
per KWH by 2030. The levelized cost includes the cost of acquiring and operating the
infrastructure.!130

On 24 December 2018, Minister of Environment Cho, Myung-Rae, issued the updated Korean
Sustainable Development Goals, which include climate change response, specifically to strive, “to
preserve a clean environment that can be enjoyed by all generations.”1131

On 16 January 2019, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Economy and Finance, Hong Nam-Ki,
announced the plan to add 80,000 hydrogen-powered vehicles to the roads by 2022. The plan is
intended to encompass all aspects of the hydrogen car industry,

On 16 January 2019, the Korea Forest Service and the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)
finalized and signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) pertaining to developing projects that
revolve around renewable energy and reforestation, specifically in including producers of the fuel and
transportation methods, and is a part of a broader strategy to expand hydrogen industries into North
Korea.!32 The GGGI director-general, Frank Rijsberman, stated that this allows Korea to share their
values of spreading clean energy and reforestation to the rest of the Korean Peninsula.!133

On 21 January 2019, Trade, Industry and Energy Minister Sung Yun-Mo spoke to over 150 energy
industry executives at a New Year conference held in Seoul. The Minister stated that Korea would
create plans to use the energy transition to boost innovation and create new jobs.1134

On 14 February 2019, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy released a public notice stating that it
supplied 2,989 megawatts (MW) through renewable energy facilities in 2018. The target figure of
renewable energy production for 2018 outlined in the Government’s “Renewable Energy 3020 Plan”
was 72 per cent lower than the actual amount produced.!13>

1129 5 Ath Session of Conference of Parties (COP24) to UN Framework Convention on Climate Change Concludes,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 16 December 2018. Access Date: 24 February
2019.http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320292&srchFr=&amp;srchTo=&amp;srchWord=&amp;sr
chTp=&amp;multi_itm_seq=0&amp;itm_seq_1=0&amp;itm_seq_2=0&amp;company_cd=&amp;company_nm-=.

130 cost of solar power generation to drop to below 100 won by 2023, The Korea Herald (Seoul) 23 December 2018.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20181223000112&ACE_SEARCH=1.

831 A milestone for the sustainable future, establishing K-SDGs, Ministry of Environment (Seoul) 24 December 2018.
Access Date: 24 February 2019.
http://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerOffset=0&maxPageltems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&se
archValue=&menuld=21&orgCd=&boardld=934470&boardMasterid=522&boardCategoryld=&decorator=.

132\ orea sets FCEV target at 80,000 units by 2022, The Korea Herald (Seoul) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 24
February 2019. http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190116000695&ACE_SEARCH=1.

133 5GGl inks MOU with Korea Forest Service, aims to collaborate on reforestation in NK. The Korea Herald (Seoul) 16
January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.

http://www .koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190116000572&ACE_SEARCH=1.

3%\ inister Sung delivers speech to energy industry leaders at New Year’s meeting, Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Energy (Seoul) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
http://english.motie.go.kr/en/tp/energy/bbs/bbsView.do?bbs_seq n=790&bbs_cd_n=1&view_type v=TOPIC&&curren
tPage=1&search_key n=&search_val_v=&cate_n=3.

35 Chinese Companies Benefit from S. Korea's Push for Renewable Energy, Business Korea (Seoul) 15 February 2019.
Accessed 24 February 2019. http://www.businesskorea.co.kr/news/articleView.htm|?idxno=29133.
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On 20 February 2019, the United States Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Energy
Resources Francis Fannon visited Deputy Minister for Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Yun Kang-Hyeon. They engaged in talks to discuss how Korea and American energy sectors
can increase comprehensive cooperation.!136

On 7 March 2019, Trade, Industry and Energy Minister Sung Yun-mo asked for more investment
and overseas expansion in renewable energy at a meeting with Korean leaders in the renewable
energy sectors, such as solar and wind power companies, at the Korea Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in Seoul.1137

On 19 March 2019, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs hosted Korea-Asia Energy Cooperation Seminar
in Seoul to discuss the power industry, renewable energy industry and infrastructure in Asia, and way
for other countries to work with Korea on future projects.!138

On 19 April 2019, the Director of the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy, Park Jae-young,
addressed a public hearing in Seoul on Korea’s plans to implement safer and cleaner energy, and
stated that Korea will significantly increase its use of renewable energy to between 30 per cent and 35
per cent by the year 2040.1139

Korea has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems. Korea has acted to encourage energy transitions that combine economic growth with
decreasing greenhouse gas emissions both domestically and internationally, invest in renewable
energy and clean technology.

Thus, Kotea receives a score of +1
Analyst: Llan Hughes

Mexico: +1

Mexico has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combines
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent systems.

136 s Assistant Secretary of State for Energy Resources Fannon Visits ROK, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 20

February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320403&srchFr=&amp;srchTo=&amp;srchWord=Energy&amp;
srchTp=0&amp;multi_itm_seq=0&amp;itm_seq_1=0&amp;itm_seq_2=0&amp;company_cd=&amp;company_nm=&pa
ge=1&titleNm=.

37 Minister Sung presides over meeting with Korean renewable energy leaders, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy
(Seoul) 9 March 2019. Access Date: 23 April 2019.

http://english.motie.go.kr/en/tp/energy/bbs/bbsView.do?bbs_seq n=823&bbs_cd_n=1&view_type v=TOPIC&&curren
tPage=1&search_key n=&search_val_v=&cate_n=3.

1138 orea-Asia Energy Cooperation Seminar to Take Place, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) 18 March 2019. Access
Date: 23 April 2019.
http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=320442&srchFr=&amp;srchTo=&amp;srchWord=Energy&amp;
srchTp=0&amp;multi_itm_seq=0&amp;itm_seq_1=0&amp;itm_seq_2=0&amp;company_cd=&amp;company_nm=&pa
ge=1&titleNm.

3% orea raises renewable energy target to 30-35 percent by 2040, The Korea Herald (Seoul) 19 April 2019, Access
Date: 23 April 2019. http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190419000498&ACE_SEARCH=1.
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On 3 December 2018, Ricié Nabhle, the secretary of energy, confirmed the two-year suspension of
the future shale and conventional clean energy contract auctions that were scheduled in the month of
February.1140

On 9 December 2018, the Government of Mexico announced the Fuel Production Plan, in which six
existing refineries of Minatitlan, Salamanca, Tula, Cadereyta, Madero and Salina Cruz will be
rehabilitated, which will increase production of gasoline and fuels. A new maintenance plan,
especially for the neglected plants, will be implemented. The Mexican government also announced
the construction of a new refinery in Dos Bocas.!141

On 15 December 2018, President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador introduced the National Plan to
increase the production of hydrocarbons, which aims to boost oil production to 2 million 400 barrels
per day by 2024.1142

On 20 December 2018, President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador announced that he signed an
agreement with Hydro Québec, owned by the Government of Canada, for the modernization of the
60 hydroelectric plants in Mexico. This deal would reduce electricity prices by increasing energy
production.!143

On 9 January 2019, Secretariat of Energy (SENER) reported that as of 28 November 2018, Mexico
issued 522 permits to import gasoline and 550 to import diesel. After 31 December 2018, SENER
granted 3705 permits to import gasoline, gas, diesel and turbosine.1144

On 26 February 2019, the Federal Electricity Commission invested USD700 million to start up its
thermoelectric plant in Huexca. This plant is capable of of supplying electricity to the entire state of
Morelos. 1145

On 28 February 2019, at the New Energy Policy for the Welfare of Mexico state forum in San
Francisco, Campeche, Secretary of Energy Rocfo Nahle declared that the Government of Mexico
would design a national energy plan through three consultative forums which took place in
Campeche, Tabasco and Tamaulipas, in accordance with the Mexico constitution. He confirmed that
Mexico is working towards transitioning to clean energy as per the law in October 2015 that
mandates 35% of electricity be produced from clean energy by 2024. He also emphasized the need to

0% exico’s energy sector awaits AMLO’s next move, Argus (Mexico City) 03 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February

2019. https://www.argusmedia.com/en/news/1803307-mexicos-energy-sector-awaits-amlos-next-move.
"417he Government of Mexico announces the National Refining Plan that will ensure access to energy and balanced
development, Secretary of Energy (Mexico City) 9 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/el-gobierno-de-mexico-anuncia-el-plan-de-produccion-de-combustibles-que-
asegurara-el-acceso-a-la-energia-y-al-desarrollo-equilibrado?idiom=es.

1142I\/Iessage from the President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador during the presentation of the National Plan for the
Production of Hydrocarbons, Secretary of Energy (Mexico City) 15 December 2018. Access Date: 23 February 2019.
https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/mensaje-del-presidente-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-durante-la-
presentacion-del-plan-nacional-para-produccion-de-hidrocarburos?idiom=es.

HB3AMLO signs agreement with Canada to invest in hydroelectric power plants, The Mazatlan Post (Mexico City) 20
December 2018. Access Date: 30 April 2019. https://themazatlanpost.com/2018/12/20/amlo-signs-agreement-with-
canada-to-invest-in-hydroelectric-power-plants/.

M4 rmits granted by SENER for the importation of petroleum products, Secretary of Energy (Mexico City) 8 January
2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/permisos-otorgados-por-sener-para-la-
importacion-de-petroliferos?idiom=es.

"%>The turmoil behind the thermoelectric plant in Morelos, Justino Miranda (Mexico City) 26 February 2019. Access
Date: 30 April 2019. https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/english/turmoil-behind-thermoelectric-plant-morelos.
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combat hydrocarbon theft and to implement a safe distribution strategy.!'4¢ On 1 March 2019, at the
second consultative energy forum held in Tabasco, the Secretary of Energy affirmed that the
Government of Mexico is working towards generating electricity through clean energy sources. He
also emphasized the importance of technology in transitioning to clean energy sources and affirmed
that Mexico was up to date.!147

On 3 March 2019, President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador announced the termination of the Los
Cardones mine in Baja California Sur.1148

On March 11 2019, President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador announced that MXN358,596 million
will be spent on the production of oil, gas and electricity, in a report of first 100 days in government.
He also reports that MXN7.5 billion was allocated in the restoration of the existing six refineries of
Minatitlan, Salamanca, Tula, Cadereyta, Madero and Salina Cruz.1149

On 21 March 2019, at the Mexico WindPower convention, the Secretary of Energy supported the
need for renewable energy to generate zero-polluting and environment-friendly electricity. He further
disclosed that the Federal Electricity Commission was reviewing the contracts from the electricity
auctions. This delay in the auditing process is to prevent any irresponsible actions that can negatively
affect the infrastructure of Mexican markets.110

Mexico has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combines
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards a cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems. The modernization of hydroelectric plants, acknowledgement of Mexico’s move towards
cleaner energy systems, and transition towards thermoelectric power plants demonstrates Mexico’s
compliance.

Thus, Mexico receives a score of +1.

Apnalyst: Abbishek Trived:

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent systems.

On 21 February 2019, the Economy Minister of Russia, Maxim Oreshkin, met with the Economy
Minister of Germany, Peter Altmaier, in Berlin to discuss the new regulations enacted by the
Parliament of the European Union regarding control and operation rights of the “Nord Stream 2”

1198 New Development Plan a new energy policy for the welfare of Mexico, Secretary of Energy (Campeche) 28

February 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019. https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/plan-nacional-de-desarrollo-una-
nueva-politica-energetica-para-el-bienestar-de-mexico?idiom=es.

%7 The Government of Mexico works to generate electricity and walk towards clean energy, Secretary of Energy
(Tabasco) 1 March 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019. https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/el-gobierno-de-mexico-
trabaja-para-generar-electricidad-y-caminar-hacia-las-energias-limpias?idiom=es.

198 presents the president of Mexico Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador the report of the first 100 days of government,
Secretary of Energy (Mexico City) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019.
https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/presenta-el-presidente-de-mexico-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-el-informe-
de-los-primeros-100-dias-de-gobierno?idiom=es.

199 presents the president of Mexico Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador the report of the first 100 days of government,
Secretary of Energy (Mexico City) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 30 April 2019.
https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/presenta-el-presidente-de-mexico-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-el-informe-
de-los-primeros-100-dias-de-gobierno?idiom=es.

150 Mexico is a pioneer in clean electricity generation, Secretary of Energy (Mexico City) 21 March 2019. Access Date:
30 April 2019. https://www.gob.mx/sener/es/articulos/mexico-es-pionero-en-la-generacion-electrica-limpia-
1958417idiom=es.
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pipeline project linking Germany with Russian Natural Gas, and how these new regulations can be
accommodated within the project.115!

On 4 March 2019, Russian Prime Minister Dimitry Medvedev and Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko
Borissov held a joint news conference whereby they discussed the results of their discussions,
primarily regarding energy.!152 The results of these talks include renewed cooperation between Russia
and Bulgaria for Russian Natural Gas exports to Bulgaria’s Balkan Gas Distribution center, to supply
Europe with a cleaner source of energy.1153

On 08 March 2019, Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs announced that the “Power of Siberia”
natural gas pipeline under construction from Russia to China would open this year.!15* The Russian
pipeline will contribute to the reduction of China’s former reliance on coal.!155

Russia has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine growth
with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions by engaging in bilateral talks, agreements, and construction
of cleaner energy infrastructure to encourage its commercial partners located all across Europe and
Asia. It has made progress towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent systems by expanding its
involvement in the more flexible and cleaner energy forms of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and
nuclear energy.

Thus, Russia receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Nasser Haidar

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that
combine growth decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems.

On 17 December 2018, Saudi Arabian diplomats attending the United Nations Climate Summit
rejected the language used in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change scientific report that
would have accepted the recent important warnings regarding climate change.!15

On 9 January 2019, Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih announced that Saudi Aramco, a Saudi Arabian
national petroleum and natural gas company, will issue bonds in the second quarter of 2019 and will
be listed in 2021.1157

1151 Russia and Germany in talks on tackling Nord Stream 2 project, Financial Times (Berlin, Moscow) 21 February 2019.

Access Date: 17 March 2019. https://www.ft.com/content/7d24961a-35b5-11e9-bb0c-42459962a812.

112 Russia-Bulgaria Talks, The Russian Government (Moscow) 04 March 2019. Access Date: 17 March 2019.
http://government.ru/en/news/35907/.

113 Russia-Bulgaria Talks, The Russian Government (Moscow) 04 March 2019. Access Date: 17 March 2019.
http://government.ru/en/news/35907/.

1154 Russia-to-China ‘Power of Siberia’ Pipeline to Open in 2019, Caixin Global (Beijing) 08 March 2019.

Access Date: 17 March 2019. https://www.caixinglobal.com/2019-03-08/russia-to-china-power-of-siberia-pipeline-to-
open-in-2019-101389328.html.

1155 Russia-to-China ‘Power of Siberia’ Pipeline to Open in 2019, Caixin Global (Beijing) 08 March 2019.

Access Date: 17 March 2019. https://www.caixinglobal.com/2019-03-08/russia-to-china-power-of-siberia-pipeline-to-
open-in-2019-101389328.html.

1156Diplomats Narrowly Avoid Failure At UN Climate Summit, Forbes Magazine (Katowice) 17 December 2019. Access
Date: 19 Feb 2019. https://www.forbes.com/sites/davekeating/2018/12/17/diplomats-narrowly-avoid-failure-at-un-
climate-summit/#4ff3161d5c11.

137s5udi Aramco to Issue Bonds, Reuters (Riyadh) 9 January 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019.
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On 16 January 2019, Minister of Energy announced that at least twelve projects are to be opened for
bidding in order to complete the Vision 2030 programme that aims to diversify the energy sector.
These projects include those that will shift the kingdom’s electricity sector from an oil and gas-based
system to one that focuses on gas and renewable energy.1158

On 20 February 2019, Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih stated that the country expects to reach an
agreement to resume oil output from the Neutral Zone it shares with Kuwait. The Neutral zone is
5,770 square km of land between the two countries that has not been defined upon the establishment
of the border by the Uqair Convention of 2 December 1922.1159

On 22 February 2019, China’s National Energy Administration and Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment
Fund (PIF) announced that they had signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU). The MoU
pledges China’s aid for the PIF to develop renewable energy generation and technologies in Saudi
Arabia throughout the next 10 years.!160

On 5 March 2019, the Chairman of the Renewable Energy Committee in Riyadh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Abdulrahman al-Ibrahim, told Asharq Al-Awsat news agency that Saudi
Arabia’s renewable energy plans aim to boost localization chances and global partnerships with
several developed countries, such as Russia, China, the United States, and European countries.116!

On 5 March 2019, the Saudi Arabian delegation led by Governor of the General Investment
Authority (SAGIA) and the co-chair of the Saudi Arabia-Azerbaijan Intergovernmental Joint
Commission Ibrahim bin Abdul Rahman Al-Omar met with the Azerbaijani Energy Minister Parviz
Shahbazov to discuss issues related to the development of bilateral relations in economic and energy
sectors, aiming to identify new avenues for cooperation and investments. Abdul Rahman Al-Omar
affirmed Saudi Arabia’s desire to invest in the energy sector of Azerbaijan!162,

On 7 March 2019, Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih announced to the Saudi state news agency SPA
that large quantities of gas have been discovered in the Red Sea. Aramco is currently studying
petrochemical projects in order to develop sustainable options.!163

On 10 March 2019, the Ministry of Power presented a concrete plan for the construction of thirty-
five fully equipped solar energy sites. The expectation is that this will not only create one hundred
thousand job opportunities but also help the country provide oil. This action, while aiding the
sustainable resource acquisition still focuses on the production of oil.1164

https://www.reuters.com/article/saudi-oil-aramco/saudi-aramco-to-issue-bonds-in-q2-2019-list-in-2021-energy-
minister-idUSL8N1Z955H.

13854 udi Energy Ministry Eyes 12 Renewable Energy Projects in 2019, Construction Weekly Online (Abu Dhabi) 16
January 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019. https://www.constructionweekonline.com/168727-saudi-energy-
ministry-eyes-12-renewable-energy-proects-in-2019.

159 s3udi Minister sees deal with Kuwait to resume oil output from neutral zone, Reuters (New Delhi) 20 February
2019. Access Date: 20 Feb 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/asia-saudi-india-falih/saudi-minister-sees-deal-with-
kuwait-to-resume-oil-output-from-neutral-zone-in-2019-idUSI8N1XU029.

1160 s3udi Arabia’s PIF signs MoU with China’s NAE on renewable energy, Arab News (Riyadh) 22 February 2019. Access
Date: 23 February 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1456326/business-economy.

1161 https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1619766/saudi-arabia-plans-invest-80-bn-renewable-energy

1162 Azerbaijan, Saudi Arabia discuss energy cooperation, Azernews (Baku) 5 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.azernews.az/business/146788.html|

183 saudi Energy Minister: Large quantities of gas discovered in Red Sea, Arab News (Riyadh) 7 March 2019. Access
Date: 19 April 2019. http://www.arabnews.com/node/1463196/saudi-arabia.

1164 saudi Arabia to produce over 50% of solar energy globally, Saudi Gazette (Jeddah) 03 March 2019. Access Date: 19
April 2019. http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/560864/BUSINESS/Saudi-Arabia-to-produce-over-50-of-solar-energy-
globally.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
196



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

On 12 March 2019, The Renewable Energy Project Development Office (REPDO) of Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Energy launched its second phase of the renewable energy program with seven solar
photovoltaic energy projects that would generate 1.52 gigawatts and direct investments worth $1.51
billion.’¢> The projects would generate energy that can serve 226,500 households and create more
than 4,500 job opportunities during construction, operations and maintenance. The projects include
Qurrayat (200 MW), Madinah (50 MW), Ratha (45 MW), Alfaisaliah (600 MW), Rabigh (300 MW),
Jeddah (300 MW) and Mahad Duhab (20 MW).1166

On 13 March 2019, the Ministry of Energy unveiled Phase Two of the National Renewable Energy
Program (NREP). The program is based on seven solar photovoltaic (PV) projects being developed
which will generate 1.52 GW of energy and gain over USD1.51 billion in investments. NREP’s goals
include diversifying local energy resources, stimulate economic development and provide further
economic stability.!167

On 22 March 2019, the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia hosted the fifth annual “Al-Ahsa
Investment Forum” as part of the “Shargiah Season.” The forum explored the country’s windows for
investment by providing information to key stakeholders and investors. Panel sessions and
workshops comprised discussions on energy, investment and privatization opportunities, looking
into future jobs and assessing vital projects in the Kingdom, next to industrial and agricultural
investments on the rise in Saudi Arabia.!168

On 25 March 2019, the governor of Mecca Province Khalid Bin Faisal Al Saud and Energy Minister
Khalid Al-Falih co-sighed a memorandum of understanding to construct a solar park in the region of
Mecca. The 2.6 GW Faisaliah Solar Power Project will take several stages and will be built in
partnership with the Development Authority of Mecca.116?

On 4 April 2019, Saudi Arabian sources announced plans to issue a multi-billion-dollar tender in
2020 to construct its first two nuclear power reactors and is discussing the project with U.S. and
other potential suppliers.!170

On 18 April 2019, the energy watchdog, OilPrice, reported based on data from the Joint
Organisations Data Initiative that Saudi Arabia cut down on oil exports in order to balance the
market. This initiative was affirmed by the Energy Minister, who stated that his government would
cut production close to 9.8 million barrels per day in March.117!

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that
combine growth decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent

1185 saudi Arabia Announces 7 Renewable Energy Projects Worth $1.5 Bn (Al-Jawf). 12 March 2019. Access Date: June

25 2019. https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1630351/saudi-arabia-announces-7-renewable-energy-projects-
worth-15-bn.

1188 55 udi Arabia Announces 7 Renewable Energy Projects Worth $1.5 Bn (Al-Jawf). 12 March 2019. Access Date: June
25 2019. https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1630351/saudi-arabia-announces-7-renewable-energy-projects-
worth-15-bn.

1187 saudi Arabia reveals details of $1.5bn solar energy plan, Trade Arabia (Bahrain) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 19
April 2019. http://www.tradearabia.com/news/OGN_352154.html.

1188 5019 is a promising year for Saudi Arabia, Saudi Gazette (Riyadh) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/561852/BUSINESS/2019-is-a-promising-year-for-Saudi-Arabia.

1189 55 udi Arabia plans 2.6 GW solar park near Mecca, PV Magazine (Riyadh) 25 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April
2019. https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/03/25/saudi-arabia-plans-2-6-gw-solar-park-near-mecca/.

170 saudi plans to invite bids for nuclear power project in 2020: sources, Reuters (Riyadh) 4 April 2019. Access Date: 19
April 2019. https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-nuclear/saudi-plans-to-invite-bids-for-nuclear-power-project-in-
2020-sources-idUKKCN1RG1LL.

71 saudi oil exports fall below 7 million bpd in February, QilPrice (USA) 18 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/Saudi-Oil-Exports-Fall-Below-7-Million-Bpd-In-February.html.
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systems. Saudi Arabia has taken steps to diversify the energy sector to complete Vision 2030.
However Saudi Arabia has also agreed to renew oil production from the Neutral zone and issue
bonds for a petroleum and natural gas company, potentially increasing its greenhouse gas emissions.

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Sila Naz, Elgin

South Africa: +1

South Aftica has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent system.

On 30 November 2018, the Karoshoek Solar One Project began as a part of South African
Government’s Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement programme (REIPPP);
this will add 100MW additional power to the grid.'’72 On 24 February 2019, Jeff Radebe confirmed
that the REIPPP programme has helped decrease 33.2 million tonnes of carbon dioxide emission
and save 39.2 million kiloliters of water by 31 December 2018.1173

On 3 December 2018, African Development Bank approved a ZAR3 billion loan to develop the
100MW Redstone solar power project. The solar power plant, located in the province of North Cape,
is expected to generate 466 GWh of energy per year, accelerating energy transition and diversifying
energy production.!74

On January 18 2019, there was a meeting held in Pretoria between Minister of Energy of the
Republic of South Africa Jeff Radebe and Minister of Energy, Industry and Mineral Resources of the
Saudi Arabia, Khalid Al-Falih, which aimed to continue discussing a USD10 billion investment
prospect in the South African economy, a significant portion of which will go towards energy.
Discussions revolved around a potential crude oil refinery and petrochemical plant in South Africa.
The two minsters concluded the meeting by signing a Declaration of Intent to cooperate.!17>

On 5 February 2019, South African Department of Energy’s director General for Clean Energy
Mokgadi Modise addressed the South African National Energy Development Institute suggesting
that the country needs to adopt and intensify the use of smart grids to improve its environmental
health.1176

On 6 February 2019, the Minister of Energy delivered in speech in which he outlined South Africa’s
efforts to enhance links between the energy and mining sector. The South African Mining sector is
responsible for more than 38 per cent of industrial energy use, demonstrating a significant reliance on
non-renewable energy sources. He noted the need to de-carbonize the economy and highlighted the

17250uth Africa: 100MW Karoshoek Solar One project goes live, ESI AFRICA (Cape Town) 3 December 2019. Access

Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.esi-africa.com/s-africa-100mw-karoshoek-solar-one-project-goes-live/.

1173 Minister Jeff Radebe: Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement programme, Department of
Energy (Cape Town) 24 February 2019. Access Date: 29 April 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/media-statement-
minister-energy-jeff-radebe-renewable-energy-independent-power-producer.

17AfDB injects R3bn in South Africa’s solar-based power project, ESI AFRICA (Cape Town) 3 December 2019. Access
Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.esi-africa.com/afdb-injects-r3bn-in-south-africas-solar-based-power-project/.
175 Minister Jeff Radebe on meeting outcomes with Minister Khalid Al Falih of Saudi Arabia, South African Government
(Pretoria) 18 January 2019. Access Date: 29 April 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-jeff-radebe-meeting-
outcomes-minister-khalid-al-falih-saudi-arabia-18-jan-2019.

178 Smart grids the answer to South Africa’s energy crisis — says Dept of Energy, The South African (Cape Town) 5
February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.thesouthafrican.com/smart-grids-answer-to-south-
africas-energy-crisis-dept-of-energy/.
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decrease in costs of renewable energy. He emphasized that it is crucial for the mining companies to
engage in discussions with the energy sector to ensure that profitability is not impacted, however, the
focus towards transitioning towards cleaner energy sources is maintained.!!7?

On 24 February 2019, Energy Minister Jeff Radebe announced South Africa’s plans to expand use of
renewable power and reduce climate change, considering that less than 5 per cent of the total energy
produced comes from renewable sources.!178

On 25 February 2019, Energy Minister Jeff Radebe announced that Eskom (South Africa’s state-
owned power utility) has launched a large-scale distribution of battery energy storage systems over
the next three years at the South Africa Renewable Energy and Energy Storage Systems Conference.
This programme will be carried out by one 440 MWh of energy storage capacity, along with
proposals of 200 MW to be released by mid-2019. The battery energy storage systems will assist in
the stable implementation of cost-effective renewable energy technologies, and permit the
decentralisation, modernisation and digitalisation of electric grids.!17?

On 16 April 2019, Energy Minister Jeff Radebe announced that the National Development Plan aims
to install USD5 million worth of solar water geysers in residential areas, which will potentially create
11 million jobs by 2030 in his speech at the Appreciation ceremony in Port Elizabeth.1180

South Aftrica has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent system. The implementation of new solar power plants, battery energy storage systems
and acknowledgements that South Africa must shift to cleaner energy systems demonstrate South
Africa’s compliance.

Thus, South Africa receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Abbishek Trived:

Turkey: 0

Turkey has partially complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combine
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions, and move towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems.

On 14 December 2018, Turkish Atomic Energy Authority granted a limited works permit to Akkuyu
Nuclear to build the second unit of the country’s first nuclear power plant. This permit will allow for

77 Minister Jeff Radebe: Links between energy and mining sectors, Department of Energy (Cape Town) 6 February

2019. Access Date: 29 April 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/speech-delivered-minister-energy-jeff-radebe-
enhancing-links-between-energy-and-mining.

178s0uth Africa Committed to More Renewable Power Radebe Says, Bloomberg (Cape Town) 24 February 2019. Access
Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-24/south-africa-committed-to-
expanding-renewable-power-radebe-says.

1179 Minister Jeff Radebe: South Africa Renewable Energy and Energy Storage Systems Conference, Department of
Energy (Cape Town) 25 February 2019. Access Date: 29 April 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-jeff-radebe-
south-africa-renewable-energy-and-energy-storage-systems-conference-25.

1180 Minister Jeff Radebe: Handover of certificates of appreciation and walkout in Walmer, Department of Energy (Port
Elizabeth) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 29 April 2019. https://www.gov.za/speeches/speech-minister-energy-jeff-
radebe%C2%A0-handover-certificates-appreciation-solar-water-heater.
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the construction and installation works at the unit’s facilities. The plant is expected to meet 10 per
cent of Turkish energy needs. Russia is a major consortium partner for this plant.!8!

On 4 January 2019, the Turkish Wind Energy Association head Mustafa Serdar Ataseven announced
that Turkey’s wind energy capacity is expected to reach 8 gigawatts (GW) with the addition of 600
megawatts (MW) in 2019. Ataseven noted this was due to Renewable Energy Resource Zone Project
(YEKA) and that pre-licences for YEKA wind projects will be finalized at the end of 2019 and plants
will begin to operate within three years.!182

On 22 January 2019, Goldwind completed installing the first 3.4MW wind turbine as part of the
AKSU RES wind power project in Kayseri. This project became commercially operable in February
2019. The installment is a part of the National Renewable Action Plan which aims to diversify energy
sources.!183

On 25 January 2019, Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavunsoglu announced that Turkey would begin
drilling for natural resources in Cyprus. Turkey and the Greek Cypriot government have overlapping
jurisdiction claims for offshore oil in the oil-rich Eastern Mediterranean region.!184

On 2 February 2019, the General Directorate of Energy Affairs website announced plans for a high
school level Energy Productivity contest which would be taking applications until 22 February 2019.
The contest aims to create awareness on energy issues in Turkey and also teach youth about the
needs of the country when it comes to energy.118>

On 2 February 2019, the General Directorate of Energy Affairs website announced the list of
students who gained distinction in the 2018-2019 picture and story competition that was organized
under the purview of the Directorate. The competition aimed to encourage open dialogue on what
sustainable energy means and how it will help future generations understand the planet.1186

On 6 February 2019, the General Directorate of Energy Affairs website released a document on the
National Energy Efficiency Action Plan which reaffirmed Turkey’s commitment to developing and
providing energy alternatives in line with the slogan “Efficient Energy, Powerful Turkey.”!187 The
document outlines plans for new windmill energy plants and awareness campaigns for sustainable
energy usage.

On 18 February 2019, Turkey’s official gazette announced that Turkey approved a 15.3 per cent
annual increase in public expenditure in its energy and mining sectors in 2019, a rise from TRY8.51

1181Turkey’s first nuclear plant Akkuyu gets limited permit for unit 2, Daily News (Ankara) 15 December 2018. Access

date: 10 March 2019. http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkeys-first-nuclear-plant-akkuyu-gets-limited-permit-for-
unit-2-139742.

182 Turkey’s wind energy capacity to reach 8 GW in 2019, Daily Sabah (Istanbul) 4 January 2019. Access date: 10 March
2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/energy/2019/01/05/turkeys-wind-energy-capacity-to-reach-8-gw-in-2019.

1183 \Wind Energy in Turkey: Goldwind wind turbines for a wind farm, Reve (Keysari) 2 March 2019. Access date: 20 April
2019. https://www.evwind.es/2019/03/02/wind-energy-in-turkey-goldwind-wind-turbines-for-a-wind-farm/66313.

1184 Turkey to begin drilling for resources around Cyprus, Cavunsoglu says, ekthimerini.com (Nicosia) 25 January 2019.
Access date: 10 March 2019. http://www.ekathimerini.com/237035/article/ekathimerini/news/turkey-to-begin-drilling-
for-resources-around-cyprus-cavusoglu-says.

1185High School Students Energy Efficiency Competition, YEGM (Ankara) 2 February 2019. Access Date: 9 March 2019.
http://www.yegm.gov.tr/document/2019 vyili_proje_yarismasi.pdf.

1186 5918-2019 list of successful students in the picture and story competition, YEGM (Ankara) 2 February 2019. Access
Date: 9 March 2019. http://www.yegm.gov.tr/document/2018 2019 resim_ve_oyku_resim_yarismasi_v2.pdf.

1187 National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP), YEGM (Ankara) 2 February 2019. Access Date: 9 March 2019.
http://www.yegm.gov.tr/document/20180102M1_2018_eng.pdf.
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billion in 2018 to TRY9.81 billion in 2019. Turkish Petroleum Pipeline Corporation will receive
TRY3.7 billion for ongoing projects.!188

On 21 February 2019, Energy and Natural Resources Minister Faith Dénmez announced that the
Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP) would strengthen Turkey’s position as a key player
in the region’s energy sector. Dénmez also announced that this pipeline, which already delivers gas to
Turkey, would extend to the Greek border in the coming months. Minister Dénmez also stated that
the construction of Trans Adriatic Pipline, which connects to TANAP at the Turkey Ipsala border,
would be complete by 2020, with the first gas from this pipeline being delivered to the European
markets by mid-2020. These announcements were made at the 5% Ministerial Meeting of the
Southern Gas Corridor (SGC).118

On 28 February 2019, Turkish Statistical Institute and Trade Ministry released a report, which
showed a 48 per cent increase in Turkey’s crude oil imports and a six per cent increase in the total
energy import bill in January 2019 compared to January 2018. Crude oil import was 2.18 million
tonnes in January 2019, compared to 1.47 million tonnes in January 2018.1190

On 11 March 2019, Energy Ministry’s annual report stated that Turkey inspected 8,088 mining sites
in 2018, a 24 per cent increase from 2017. The most hazardous mining sites were inspected at least 4
times, as per ministry policies. The report also stated that the ministry has been working to hire 180
new inspectors.!191

On 13 March 2019, the Turkish Geothermal Power Plant Investors Association stated that Turkey
aims to increase geothermal power generation capacity to 2,000 MW by 2020. This is in alignment
with the Renewable Energy Promotion Mechanism by the Turkish government that allows
companies tax benefits and power purchase guarantees until 2020.1192

On 20 March 2019, Turkey and Denmark signed an extension of the existing energy cooperation
between both nations titled Roadmap for Offshore Wind in Turkey. This means that the Danish
Energy Agency will assist Turkey in developing policies, strategies and solution that focus on
offshore wind energy based on the Danish experience with offshore wind. Offshore wind turbines
can potentially generate 7-10GW.1193

On 21 March 2019, Energy and Natural Resources Minister Faith Dénmez announced that Turkey
has discovered high-quality oil in Southeastern provinces of Siirt and Diyarbakir due to ongoing oil

1188 Turkey’s state energy expenditure up by 15.3 pct in 2019, Anadolu Agency (Ankara) 18 February 2019. Access Date:

10 March 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkeys-state-energy-expenditure-up-153-pct-in-2019/1396335.
189 TANAP to strengthen Turkey’s energy position in the region, Daily Sabah (Istanbul) 21 February 2019. Access Date:
10 March 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/energy/2019/02/21/tanap-to-strengthen-turkeys-energy-position-in-
region.

1150 Turkey’s energy import bill up 6 pct in January 2019, Daily News (Ankara) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 10 March
2019. http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkeys-energy-import-bill-up-6-pct-in-january-2019-141541.

191 Over 8,000 Turkish mine sites inspected in 2018, Daily News (Ankara) 11 March 2019. Access date: 20 April 2019.
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/over-8-000-turkish-mine-sites-inspected-in-2018-141804.

1192 Turkey wants to make better use of geothermal energy potential, Germany Trade & Invest (Izmir) 11 March 2019.
Access Date: 20 April 2019. https://www.gtai.de/GTAI/Navigation/DE/Trade/Maerkte/suche,t=tuerkei-will-
geothermisches-energiepotenzial-besser-nutzen,did=2236712.html.

1193 panish experience will help Turkey expand offshore wind, Danish Energy Agency (Copenhagen) 20 March 2019.
https://presse.ens.dk/pressreleases/danske-erfaringer-skal-hjaelpe-tyrkiet-med-udbygning-af-offshore-vind-2849625.
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exploration in those regions. Commercially viable reserve in the field totals up to 2 million barrels in
Siirt and 200 barrels per day in Diyarbakir.1194

On 23 March 2019, the 8% Uludag Economy Summit ended, which hosted 100 speakers and 1,500
business people from Turkey and world-wide. A variety of topics were discussed, including energy.
Turkish Agriculture and Forest Minister Bekir Pakdemirli was also in attendance.!1%>

On 28 March 2019, Qatar Financial Center CEO announced that largescale energy projects,
including financing oil and gas, petrochemicals and alternative energy, implemented in Turkey will be
able to access loans from the USD10 billion capital fund of Qatari Energy Bank, the world’s largest
Islamic energy-focused lender.11%¢

On 26 March 2019, Turkey’s Energy Market Regulatory Authority’s data revealed that monthly LNG
imports reached a historic high at 2.34 billion cubic metres, however natural gas imports reduced by
0.54 per cent in January 2019.1197 Data also showed that crude oil imports increased by 48 per cent in
January 2019, compared to January 2018.1198

On 9 April 2019, Deputy Energy and Natural Resources Minister Alparslan Bayraktar announced at
the 5% Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue in Germany that Turkey aims to invest USD11 billion in
energy efficiency over the next 5 years, which should cut primary energy consumption by 14 per cent
and reduce CO; emissions by 66 million tonnes. He emphasized prioritizing infrastructure to make
the grid more reliable for transmission and distribution in the gas and power sectors and that they
would like to see more “flexible, competitive terms and conditions” on gas contracts as the 4t largest
gas market in Europe. He also stated that Turkey aims to add 10 GW of solar and 10 GW of wind
energy over the next 10 years, as outlined in the Transition 2.0 plan announced in 2017.1199
Furthermore, German Deputy Economy and Energy Minister Thomas Bareiss met with Alparslan
Bayraktar and both parties acknowledged strong partnership between both countries to cooperate in
renewables, energy storage and efficiency and have set up four working groups to achieve better
cooperation.1200

On 10 April 2019, data from Turkey’s Energy and Natural Resources Ministry showed that Turkey
added 445 megawatts of installed electricity production capacity from 100 per cent domestic and
renewable energy sources in the first quarter of 2019. To meet the target of creation of 10MW solar
and 10MW wind energy, the government does not plan to permit new power plants from imported
resources.!201

1194 High quality oil discovered in Turkey’s Diyarbakir, Siirt provinces, Daily Sabah (Istanbul) 22 March 2019. Access

Date: 20 April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/energy/2019/03/22/high-quality-oil-discovered-in-turkeys-
diyarbakir-siirt-provinces.

1195 Uludag Economy summit ends in Turkey’s Bursa province, Anadolu Agency (Bursa) 23 March 2019. Access Date: 20
April 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/uludag-economy-summit-ends-in-turkey-s-bursa-province/1426960.
198 world’s largest energy leader to include Turkish projects, Daily Sabah (Istanbul) 28 March 2019. Access Date: 20
April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/energy/2019/03/28/worlds-largest-islamic-energy-lender-to-include-turkish-
projects.

197 Turkey hits historic LNG import record in Jan '19, Anadolu Agency (Ankara) 29 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April
2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-hits-historic-Ing-import-record-in-jan-19/1433650.

1198 Turkey’s oil imports up 48.1 percent in January, Daily News (Ankara) 26 March 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkeys-oil-imports-up-48-1-percent-in-january-142197.

1199 Turkey set to invest $11 billion in energy efficiency, Daily News (Ankara) 10 April 2019. Access Date: 20 April 2019.
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-set-to-invest-11-billion-in-energy-efficiency-142556.

1200 Turkey and Germany to boost renewable cooperation, Anadolu Agency (Ankara) 18 April 2019. Access Date: 20
April 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-and-germany-to-boost-renewable-cooperation/1456703.

1201 homestic and renewable add 445MW in Turkey in Q1, Anadolu Agency (Ankara) 10 April 2019. Access date: 20
April 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/domestic-and-renewables-add-445-mw-in-turkey-in-q1/1447967.
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On 11 April 2019, figures released by Turkish Statistical Institute showed that the 2017 CO»
emissions totaled to 523.6 million tons and the energy sector accounted for 72.2 per cent of those
emissions. This demonstrates a 140.1 per cent increase from 1990.1202

On 19 April 2019, Turkey and Romania signed a protocol for the Joint Economic and Trade
Committee (JETCO), which aims to improve trade relations between both countries. The JETCO
protocol includes energy, amongst many other topics.!1203

Turkey has partially complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that combines
growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
systems. While Turkey has committed to diversifying the energy sector with investments in
renewable energies, it has also continued to invest in energy sources that could increase its
greenhouse gas emissions.

Thus, Turkey receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Drishti Thakkar

United Kingdom: +1

United Kingdom has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that
combines growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent systems.

On 3 December 2018, 52 United Kingdom delegates attended the 24t Conference of the Parties, the
most prominent United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Chang international climate
change negotiations.'?04 Discussions were aimed at producing a “rule-book” to further work out
details of the 2015 Paris Agreement.

On 6 February 2019, The Department of Business established the Colombian Fund for Non-
Conventional Renewable Energies and Efficient Energy Management (FENOGE) with
approximately EUR13 million to address the lack of electricity that close to 3 million people in
Colombia are experiencing. The aim is to utilize Colombia’s vast natural resources to promote
sustainable electricity within the country and the world.!205

On 1 February 2019, the government launched a EUR3.5 million initiative aimed at making the
nation’s largest cities into “climate hubs,” where research hubs focus on low-carbon technologies,
climate mitigation, and adaptation measures, to ensure sustainable energy practices are viable in the
current structure of how the cities operate. The goal is to aid the aims of the 2015 Paris Agreement
and keep temperatures between the Agreement’s trajectories.!206

On 6 March 2019, the Energy and Clean Growth Minister Claire Perry announced that the
forthcoming Sector Deal would include “ambitious plans to increase the proportion of women

1202 Turkey’s greenhouse gas emissions hit over 526 million tons, Daily Sabah (Istanbul) 12 April 2019. Access date: 20

April 2019. https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/2019/04/12/turkeys-greenhouse-gas-emissions-hit-over-526-million-
tons.

1203 Turkey, Romania sign trade protocol, Anadolu Agency (Istanbul) 19 April 2019. Access date: 20 April 2019.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkey-romania-sign-trade-protocol/1457909.

1204 Analysis: Which countries have sent the most delegates to COP24? Carbon Brief (Katowice) 4 February 2019.
Access Date: 26 February 2019. https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-countries-sent-most-delegates-cop24.

1205K PACT’s First Project in Colombia will improve energy access, Government Website (London) 6 February 2019.
Access Date: 19 February 2019. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pacts-first-project-in-colombia-will-
improve-energy-access.

1206 K Cities to become climate hubs under new scheme, Edie Net (London) 1 February 2019. Access Date: 19
February 2019. https://www.edie.net/news/11/UK-cities-to-become-climate--hubs--under-new--3-5m-scheme/.
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working in the offshore wind sector and triple the number of highly skilled jobs. The deal aims to
cultivate “partnerships between the government and industry on sector-specific issues can create
significant opportunities to boost productivity, employment, innovation, and skills” in support of the
country’s Industrial Strategy, which was implemented to reduce costs, increase productivity,
decarbonize the economy, and grow a skilled workforce.1207

On 7 March 2019, Minister Claire Perry announced the launch of a new joint government-industry
Offshore Wind Sector Deal, which is tasked with helping create tens of thousands of highly-skilled
employment positions, attract investment, and increase the country’s offshore capacity to at least 30
gigawatts (GW) by 2030.1208

On 11 March 2019, The Minister for Africa, Harriett Baldwin has announced new funding to provide
access to affordable and clean energy across Africa. The funding will see GBP30 million added to the
Transforming Energy Access program, which makes the total UK investment GBP100 million,
where it will continue until 2024. The Transforming Energy Access program is stated to be leading
development of innovative technologies, business models, partnerships and skills that will accelerate
access to affordable, clean energy services for households and enterprises in developing countries.120?

On 15 March 2019, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office announced that the Department for
International Development’s Transforming Energy Access programme is investing KSH220 million
in the development of two solar plants in rural Kenya through InfraCo Africa, a Private
Infrastructure Development Group (PIDG) company. Minister for Africa, Harriett Baldwin,
announced the development of two solar plants in Samburu and Transmara, each at a capacity of 10
MWAC. This will allow more people to have access to affordable and clean energy.!210

On 22 March 2019, China Daily announced that the United Kingdom and China have opened a new
research center in Yantai, Shandong province. This initiative will help British wind energy companies
export to China, adding to the British and Chinese economies while contributing to renewable energy
research and development.!2!1

On 29 March 2019, the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy published its
quarterly “Energy Trends” report, which revealed findings from 2018 and 2019. T electricity
generation across the UK fell by 1.4 per cent from before. Coal, gas, and nuclear generation all saw
declines in 2018 and increases in renewable energy generation — primarily from bioenergy, wind,
and solar were recorded.!?12

1207 K offshore wind to provide a third of the country’s electricity by 2030, Cleantechnia (USA) 7 March 2019. Access

Date: 19 February 2019. https://cleantechnica.com/2019/03/07/uk-offshore-wind-to-provide-a-third-of-countrys-
electricity-by-2030/.

1208 K offshore wind to provide a third of the country’s electricity by 2030, Cleantechnia (USA) 7 March 2019. Access
Date: 19 February 2019. https://cleantechnica.com/2019/03/07/uk-offshore-wind-to-provide-a-third-of-countrys-
electricity-by-2030/.

1209 Clean Energy: UK increases aid to Africa. The North Africa Post (Rabat). 11 March 2019. Access Date: 19 February
2019. http://northafricapost.com/28808-clean-energy-uk-increases-aid-to-africa.html.

1210 K aid to give clean energy boost to Kenya. Africanews (Pointe-Noire) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 19 February
2019. https://www.africanews.com/2019/03/15/uk-aid-to-give-clean-energy-boost-to-kenya/.

211 K wind energy firms develop China exports. China Daily () 22 March 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201903/22/WS5c9434e0a3104842260blec5.html.

1212 JK Renewables generate record levels of electricity in 2018. Cleantechnia (USA) 29 March 2019. Access Date: 19
February 2019. https://cleantechnica.com/2019/03/29/uk-renewables-generate-record-levels-of-electricity-in-2018/.
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On 17 April 2019, a meeting held between the Minister of Power, Energy and Business Development
Ravi Karunanayake and the British High Commissioner to Sri Lanka James Dauris resulted in the
implementation of a waste-to-electricity program.1213

The United Kingdom has taken steps to encourage energy transitions that decrease greenhouse gas
emissions with initiatives that encourage research and development of sustainable energy practices.
The establishment of FENOGE demonstrates UK’s commitment to develop cleaner, more
transparent and flexible energy.

Thus, the United Kingdom receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Sila Naz, Elgin

United States: -1

The United States has not complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that
combine growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and
transparent energy systems.

On 03 March 2019, the President of the United States Donald Trump, announced that [the US
government| would expedite approval for proposed Oil pipelines in Texas to gain 30-40 per cent
more [of the world’s Oil Production], during a speech he made at the 2019 Conservative Political
Action Conference.!214

On 05 March 2019, the State Energy & Environmental Impact Center analyzed the impact of rolling
back six major climate change regulations and released a report stating that recent de-regulation of
energy in the United States could boost carbon dioxide emissions by 200 million tons per year.!215

On 21 March 2019, the United States Energy department announced USD30 Million for Front-End
Engineering Design Studies for Carbon Capture Systems, in an effort to reduce emissions from
power plants.1216

On 22 March 2019, the United States Energy Department finalized a loan that guarantees worth up
to USD3.7 billion to finance the continued construction of the Vogtle Nuclear Power Plant in the
state of Georgia.!217

The United States of America has not complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions
that combine growth with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions. The United States, although taking
measures to encourage energy transitions, has not taken steps to combine that transition with
decreasing greenhouse gas emissions.

213 K to introduce waste-to-electricity system in Sri Lanka. Adaderana (Colombo) 17 April 2019. Access Date: 19

February 2019. http://www.adaderana.lk/news/54433/uk-to-introduce-waste-to-electricity-system-in-sri-lanka.

1214 pemarks by President Trump at the 2019 Conservative Political Action Conference, Whitehouse (National Harbor)
02 March 2019. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-
trump-2019-conservative-political-action-conference/.

1215 Trump climate deregulation could boost CO2 emissions by 200 million tonnes a year: study, Reuters (Washington,
D.C.) 05 March 2019. Access Date: 20 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-climatechange-
trump/trump-climate-deregulation-could-boost-co2-emissions-by-200-million-tonnes-a-year-study-idUSKCN1QM2KC.
1218 s, Department of Energy Announces $30 Million for Front-End Engineering Design Studies for Carbon Capture
Systems, U.S. Department of Energy (Washington, D.C.) 24 March 2019. Access Date: 23 March 2019.
https://www.energy.gov/articles/us-department-energy-announces-30-million-front-end-engineering-design-studies-
carbon.

1217 s finalizes $3.7 bln loan for Vogtle nuclear power plant, Reuters (Washington, D.C.) 22 March 2019. Access Date:
22 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-nuclearpower-vogtle/u-s-finalizes-3-7-bIn-loan-for-vogtle-
nuclear-power-plant-idUSL1N219001.
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Thus, the United States of America receives a score of —1.
Apnalyst: Nasser Haida

European Union: +1

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that
combine decreasing green-house gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
system.

On 3 December 2018, 83 European Union delegates attended the 24t Conference of the Parties
(COP24), the most prominent United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
international climate change negotiations.!?!® Discussions were aimed at producing a “rule-book” to
further work out details of the 2015 Paris Agreement.

On 18 December 2018, the European Commission accepted the political agreement on the
conclusion of the Clean Energy for All Europeans package, which combats climate change and
fulfills the priorities that are set by the European Commission, under the presidency of Jean-Claude
Juncker. The rules outlined would help EU energy markets to “include more renewables, empower
customers, and better manage energy flows across EU.” European Commission also addressed that
the next steps are for the texts to be prepared in all EU languages whereby submitted to the
European Parliament for approval. After approval, the laws will go into effect immediately and will
be published in the Official Journal of the Union and be transposed into national laws within 18
months. The commission had previously proposed new rules in order to assist the energy industry in
including sustainable alternatives and change their focus to renewable energy sources.!21?

On 13 March 2019, the European Parliament banned the use of biofuel derived from palm oil in
order to combat the negative effects on that come from palm oil acquisition on the environment. It
results in excessive deforestation, resulting in more carbon in the air.1220

On 4 April 2019, it was announced that access to clean energy in The Gambia is set to be
transformed under a new EUR 142 million initiative to harness solar power and supply clean energy
across the country, backed by the European Investment Bank, World Bank and European Union.1221

On 13 March 2019, the European Commissioner Johannes Hahn criticized Bosnia’s actions and
commitment to international treaties and EU rules in light of Bosnian lawmakers approving a
guarantee for a MAR1.2 billion loan from state-funded Export-Import Bank of China. He said it
raised questions “about the choice of the energy technology as well as about a sound cost-benefit
analysis in a responsible and transparent manner.”1222

1218 Analysis: Which countries have sent the most delegates to COP24? Carbon Brief (Katowice) 4 February 2019.

Access Date: 26 February 2019. https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-countries-sent-most-delegates-cop24.

213 commission welcomes political agreement on conclusion of the Clean Energy for All Europeans package, European
Commission (Brussels) 18 December 2019. Access Date: 19 February 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-
18-6870_en.htm.

12205 | abels Biofuel from Palm Oil As Unsustainable, Bans Subsidies. Forbes (New York) 14 March 2019. Access Date:
19 Feb 2019. https://www.forbes.com/sites/davekeating/2019/03/14/eu-labels-biofuel-from-palm-oil-as-
unsustainable-bans-subsidies/#31142f7c9c9d.

1221 European backing for EUR 142 million Gambia renewable energy programme. AfricaNews (Rabat) 4 March 2019.
Access Date: 19 Feb 2019. https://www.africanews.com/2019/03/04/european-backing-for-eur-142-million-gambia-
renewable-energy-programme/.

1222 £y official criticizes Bosnia's backing of Chinese power loan. Reuters (International) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 19
Feb 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bosnia-eu-energy/eu-official-criticizes-bosnias-backing-of-chinese-
power-loan-idUSKBN1QU1JD.
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On 20 March 2019, the European Commission announced that it is updating its main funding
instrument for nature, biodiversity, climate action and clean energy projects (LIFE). The
Commission proposed a total financial envelope of EUR5.45 billion for LIFE for the period 2021-
2027. This includes EUR3.5 billion for the area of environment, and EUR1.95 billion for the area of
climate action. The final amounts are not yet set.!223

On 26 March 2019, the European Commission accepted the market design rules by the European
Parliament, which marks the finalization of negotiations on the Clean Energy for All Europeans
package. The new rules are designed to empower energy consumers to play an active role in the
energy transition and to fully benefit a digitalized and sustainable energy system in which they also
enable active participation.1224

On 15 April 2019, Commissioner Margrethe Vestager announced the acceptance of scheme that will
support combined heat and power installations connected to district heating networks in Poland,
costing EURS5 billion. It is designed to lower emissions and ensure sustainable practices in the
region. 1225

On 2 April 2019, the European Commission adopted a EUR4 billion investment package for
sustainable energy infrastructures across 10 of its member states. The investment package is made up
of Bulgaria, Czechia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Malta, Poland, Portugal and Romania. The
projects cover a wide range of areas, but most notable is the sustainable energy commitment. With
national funding, the total investment amounts to EURS billion.!226

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to encourage energy transitions that
combine decreasing green-house gas emissions towards cleaner, more flexible and transparent
system. Attendance at COP24 and the European Commission’s efforts to set priorities to include
more renewable sources in the energy markets demonstrate EU’s compliance.

Thus, European Union receives a score of +1.

Analyst: Sila Naz, Elgin

1223 pE programme — Coreper confirms common understanding reached with Parliament. European Commission

(Brussels) 20 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-
releases/2019/03/20/life-programme-coreper-confirms-common-understanding-reached-with-parliament/.

1224 Clean Energy for All Europeans: Commission welcomes European Parliament's adoption of new electricity market
design proposals. European Commission (Brussels) 26 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1836_en.htm.

1225 State aid: Commission approves €5 billion Polish support for cogenerated electricity and surcharge reductions for
large energy consumers; opens in-depth investigation into reductions in capacity mechanism surcharge. European
Commission (Brussels) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-

2150 _en.htm.

1226 commission adopts €4 billion investment package for infrastructure projects across 10 Member States. European
Commission (Brussels) 2 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release IP-19-
1872_en.htm.
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6. Financial Regulation: Tax Administration

“We continue to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building in developing counttries,
including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.”

Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration

Assessment

Country No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance
Argentina +1
Australia +1
Brazil 0

Canada 0

China +1
France +1
Germany +1
India +1
Indonesia 0

Italy 0

Japan 0

Korea 0

Mexico 0

Russia +1
Saudi Arabia 0

South Africa +1
Turkey 0

United Kingdom +1
United States 0

European Union +1
Average Score +0.50

Background

Following the London Summit in April 2009, G20 leaders agreed to take action to strengthen the
reformation of regulation in the financial sector.'??” The G20 Leaders called on all jurisdictions,
cooperative and non-cooperative, to adhere to the international standards in the tax, prudential and
anti-money laundering areas.'2?8 In addition, the leaders urged all countries to adopt the international
standard for information exchange previously endorsed by the G20 in 2004, also reflected in the
United Nations Model Tax Convention.!22?

At the Pittsburgh Summit in 2009, the G20 leaders took action at both national and international
levels to raise global standards of markets, protectionism and regulatory arbitrage.’230 In addition, the
G20 leaders recognized the necessity of an open exchange of information to securing a successful

1227 Declaration on Strengthening the Financial System — London Summit, G20 Research Group (Toronto). Access Date:

11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009ifi.pdf.

1228 heclaration on Strengthening the Financial System — London Summit, G20 Research Group (Toronto). Access Date:
11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009ifi.pdf.

1229 paclaration on Strengthening the Financial System — London Summit, G20 Research Group (Toronto). Access Date:
11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009ifi.pdf.

1239 eader’s Statement The Pittsburgh Summit (Pittsburgh) 24 — 25 September 2009. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.g20dwg.org/static/2009 G20 Framework_for_Strong_Sustainable_and_Balanced_Growth.pdf.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
208



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

global economy.!?3! The focus for the open exchange of information was the improvement of tax
transparency and exchange of information to support countries in enforcing tax laws.1232

In 2010 at the Toronto Summit, the G20 leaders affirmed their commitment to design and
implement a system that would enable the countties to restructure and/otr tresolve all types of
financial institutions in crisis to ensure that the burden does not fall onto the taxpayer.'233 One of the
proposed resolution regimes was effective cooperation and information exchange domestically and
among jurisdictions in the event of a failure of a cross-border institution.!23* At the summit, the G20
established the Development Working Group (DWG), which identified major development
challenges facing developing countries.!?3> Among the difficulties, growth with resilience,
infrastructure, trade, and private investment and job creation were the major challenges.236

At the 2011 Cannes Summit, the G20 leaders published a report titled “Supporting the Development
of More Effective Tax Systems.”1237 The report included terms of transparency in fairness for the
pursuit of a successful tax system design.!?38 The report indicated that investment decisions, both
internationally and domestically, were linked to a strong tax system design.!?? Thus, the report
highlighted the need for a strong tax administration for domestic affairs and resource allocation.1240

In St. Petersburg, at the 2013 Summit, the G20 leaders cited appropriate tax regimes and other
government initiatives as essential to improve the business environment and to stimulate the creation
of formal, and more productive jobs through structural reform.!2#! In addition, the G20 leaders
committed to tackling Tax Avoidance, Promote Tax Transparency and Automatic Exchange of
Information.1?¥2 Through these commitments, the G20 leaders endorsed the Organization of

1231 eader’s Statement The Pittsburgh Summit (Pittsburgh) 24 — 25 September 2009. Access Date: 11 January 2019.

http://www.g20dwg.org/static/2009 G20 Framework_for_Strong_Sustainable_and_Balanced_Growth.pdf.

1232 eader’s Statement The Pittsburgh Summit (Pittsburgh) 24 — 25 September 2009. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.g20dwg.org/static/2009 G20 _Framework_for_Strong_Sustainable_and_Balanced_Growth.pdf.

1232 The G20 Toronto Summit Declaration (Toronto) 27 June 2010. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/to-communique.html.

122* The G20 Toronto Summit Declaration (Toronto) 27 June 2010. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/to-communique.html.

1235 The G20 Toronto Summit Declaration (Toronto) 27 June 2010. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/to-communique.html.

1238 The G20 Toronto Summit Declaration (Toronto) 27 June 2010. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/to-communique.html.

1237 Report by the Platform for Collaboration on Tax to the G20: Enhancing the Effectiveness of External Support in
Building Tax Capacity in Developing Countries, OECD (Paris) 25 July 2016. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/tax/enhancing-the-effectiveness-of-external-support-in-building-tax-capacity-in-
developingcountries.pdf.

1238 Report by the Platform for Collaboration on Tax to the G20: Enhancing the Effectiveness of External Support in
Building Tax Capacity in Developing Countries, OECD (Paris) 25 July 2016. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/tax/enhancing-the-effectiveness-of-external-support-in-building-tax-capacity-in-
developingcountries.pdf.

1239 Report by the Platform for Collaboration on Tax to the G20: Enhancing the Effectiveness of External Support in
Building Tax Capacity in Developing Countries, OECD (Paris) 25 July 2016. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/tax/enhancing-the-effectiveness-of-external-support-in-building-tax-capacity-in-
developingcountries.pdf.

1240 Report by the Platform for Collaboration on Tax to the G20: Enhancing the Effectiveness of External Support in
Building Tax Capacity in Developing Countries, OECD (Paris) 25 July 2016. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/tax/enhancing-the-effectiveness-of-external-support-in-building-tax-capacity-in-
developingcountries.pdf.

1241 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — St. Petersburg Summit (St. Petersburg) 6 September 2013. Access Date: 11 January
2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html#finreg.

1222 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — St. Petersburg Summit (St. Petersburg) 6 September 2013. Access Date: 11 January
2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html#finreg.
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Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) proposal for a truly global model for
multilateral and bilateral automatic exchange of information.'243 They also recognized the importance
of all countries benefitting from greater tax information exchange, and committed to make automatic
exchange of information attainable by all countries, including LICs, and would work collectively to
ensure the capacity is built to support them.!244

At the Brisbane Summit in 2014, the G20 leaders committed to working with developing counties to
build their tax administration capacity.'24> This commitment built on the 2010 Development Working
Group establishment (DWG), and the Multi-Year Action Plan (MYAP) to establish a working
commitment to makes changes necessary to resolve the most significant challenging developing
countries were facing in the development of tax capacity.!?4¢ One of the pillars from the MYAP was
to strengthen “tax regimes and fiscal policies in developing countries to provide a sustainable revenue
base for inclusive growth and social equity, as well as to enhance the transparency and accountability
of public finances.”1247 This summit also called on various international organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, United Nations and the OECD to support the
development of tax systems and tax capacity in the developing countries.!248

In 2018, at the G20 Summit in Buenos Aires, the G20 leaders committed to continue to work on a
globally fair, sustainable and modern international tax system, and welcome international cooperation
to advance pro-growth tax policies.!?* The G20 leaders also welcomed the start of the automatic
exchange of financial account information and acknowledge the strengthened criteria develop by the
OECD to identify jurisdictions that have not implemented the tax transparency standards.!20

Commitment Features

The G20 committed to “support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building in developing
countries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.” There are two components to
this commitment: taking action towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in developing
countries and taking action through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

Part One: Action on Tax Certainty and Tax Capacity

The first component of this commitment signifies that the G20 member must take action towards
supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in developing countries. Tax certainty is a policy and tax
regulatory framework that is created and maintained for a stable and regular tax administration.!251
Tax capacity can be defined to be the maximum tax a nation can contribute to the support of the

1222 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — St. Petersburg Summit (St. Petersburg) 6 September 2013. Access Date: 11 January

2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html#finreg.

124 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — St. Petersburg Summit (St. Petersburg) 6 September 2013. Access Date: 11 January
2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html#finreg.

1245 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — Brisbane (Brisbane) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1116-communique.html.

1248 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — Brisbane (Brisbane) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1116-communique.html.

1247 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — Brisbane (Brisbane) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1116-communique.html.

128 The G20 Leaders’ Declaration — Brisbane (Brisbane) 16 November 2014. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/2014-1116-communique.html.

1249 520 Leaders’ Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development (Buenos Aires) 1 December
2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html.

1239 570 Leaders’ Declaration: Building Consensus for Fair and Sustainable Development (Buenos Aires) 1 December
2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2018/2018-leaders-declaration.html.

1251Trade, Investment, Globalization and Tax Cooperation, G20-Insights. 17 May 2017. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
https://www.g20-insights.org/policy_briefs/tax-certainty/.
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government, and capacity building as a policy or framework aimed at the growth of the capacity in a
nation.'2>2A G20 member is able to take action through multiple avenues to achieve compliance.

A G20 member can take steps towards tax certainty and tax capacity by changing domestic policy to
allocate channels of operation to create tax certainty, allocate funds for the operation of increased tax
certainty, establish engagement programs, and establish a model legislation for implementation in
international rules or standards. These actions act as a model for developing countries and decrease
the likelihood of adverse spillover effects. Another channel for taking action is to engage in bilateral
or multilateral agreements to participate in an international practice of increasing tax certainty in each
respective countty, or in aiding other countries developing an infrastructure in the increase of tax
certainty. These would constitute domestic focused initiatives.

Part Two: Action through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax

The second component is taking action through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax. The
Platform is designed to intensify the cooperation between the International Monetary Fund, OECD,
United Nations and World Bank on tax issues.!?>3 The Platform engages discussions between the
four international organizations on implementation of tax matters, including in the creation of
international standards.’?>* The development of tax systems has emerged as a key development
priority, and address the Sustainable Development Goals.1?5> The aim for collaboration among the
international organizations is to provide support for governments to address tax challenges they are
facing.12°6 The framework for this initiative is to produce concrete outputs in an agreed upon work
plan, and to implement the framework collaboratively through a variety of domestic and international
tax matters.!257

A G20 member can take steps towards compliance by partnering with the Platform on initiatives to
build support in developing countries, or by developing finance programs in accordance with
initiatives started by the Platform to improve tax certainty and tax capacity on countries.

Full compliance entails a member taking efforts to support tax certainty and tax capacity in
developing countries through domestic initiatives and as a member of international bodies. Partial
compliance entails taking action in one or the other area. Negative compliance constitutes failing to
take action in any area.

Scoring Guidelines

4 Member does not take action towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in developing
countries through domestic focused initiatives OR as a member of international bodies.
0 Member has taken efforts towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in developing
countries through domestic focused initiatives OR as a member of international bodies.
1 Member has taken efforts towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in developing
countries through domestic focused initiatives AND as a member of international bodies.

1252 pyblic Revenue and Taxation, Economics Concepts. Access Date: 22 January 2019.

http://www.economicsconcepts.com/taxable_capacity.htm.

1253 platform for Collaboration on Tax (Washington) 9 October 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/platform-for-tax-collaboration.

1254 platform for Collaboration on Tax (Washington) 9 October 2018. Access Date: 11 January 2019.
http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/platform-for-tax-collaboration.

1255 The Platform for Collaboration on Tax, Concept Note (Paris) 19 April 2016. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/ctp/concept-note-platform-for-collaboration-on-tax.pdf.

1256 The Platform for Collaboration on Tax, Concept Note (Paris) 19 April 2016. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/ctp/concept-note-platform-for-collaboration-on-tax.pdf.

1257 The Platform for Collaboration on Tax, Concept Note (Paris) 19 April 2016. Access Date: 22 January 2019.
http://www.oecd.org/ctp/concept-note-platform-for-collaboration-on-tax.pdf.
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Compliance Director: Meagan Byrd
Lead Analyst: Bianca Meta

Argentina: +1

Argentina has fully complied with its commitments to continue to support enhanced tax-certainty
and tax capacity-building.

On 6 December 2018, the Executive Council of Buenos Aires approved Budget Plan 2019, which
includes directives 142 and 143 that introduced significant changes to the province’s operational
gambling framework.1258 The directives introduced 2 per cent tax charge on player winnings from
land-based casino, arcade and bingo operators.1259

On 28 December 2018, Tax Reform Law 27,430, enacted by the Argentine government came into
power.1260 The Law introduces the taxation of indirect transfers of assets located in Argentina and
establishes anti-avoidance rules for businesses with operations in multiple jurisdictions.!261

On 2 January 2019, the Argentine government passed legislation to treat services as if they were
exported goods and, thus, be allowed to collect 12 per cent export tax.!202 The power will remain in
effect until 31 December 2020, and the Argentine government expects to collect anywhere from
USD700 million to USD1 billion during this time.!263

On 27 February 2019, Argentina officially joined Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
(EITT).1264 The initiative will strengthen Argentina’s tax capacity and help tackle international tax
avoidance by creating a framework for dissemination of reliable data regarding the revenues
generated by extractive activities.1265

On 13 April 2019, Argentina attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

128 Argentina Pro Secures Buenos Aires Gambling Restructure, SBS News (Surrey), 6 December 2018. Date Accessed:

22 March 2019. https://www.sbcnews.co.uk/latestnews/2018/12/06/argentina-pro-secures-buenos-aires-gambling-
restructure/.

1259 Argentina Pro Secures Buenos Aires Gambling Restructure, SBS News (Surrey), 6 December 2018. Date Accessed:
22 March 2019. https://www.sbcnews.co.uk/latestnews/2018/12/06/argentina-pro-secures-buenos-aires-gambling-
restructure/.

1260 Argentina Issues Much-Anticipated Regulations on Tax Reform Law 27,430, EY (Buenos Aires/New York), 4 January
2019. Date Accessed: 22 March 2019. https://taxnews.ey.com/news/2019-0044-argentina-issues-much-anticipated-
regulations-on-tax-reform-law-27430.

1261Argentina Issues Much-Anticipated Regulations on Tax Reform Law 27,430, EY (Buenos Aires/New York), 4 January
2019. Date Accessed: 22 March 2019. https://taxnews.ey.com/news/2019-0044-argentina-issues-much-anticipated-
regulations-on-tax-reform-law-27430.

1262 Argentina’s Language Industry Hit by New Export Tax, Slator (Zurich), 4 February 2019. Access Date: 22 March
2019. https://slator.com/industry-news/argentinas-language-industry-hit-by-new-export-tax/.

1263 Argentina’s Language Industry Hit by New Export Tax, Slator (Zurich), 4 February 2019. Access Date: 22 March
2019. https://slator.com/industry-news/argentinas-language-industry-hit-by-new-export-tax/.

1264 €171 Board Approves Argentina’s Application to Join the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, EITI (Oslo), 27
February 2019. Access Date: 22 March 2019. https://eiti.org/news/eiti-board-approves-argentinas-application-to-join-
extractive-industries-transparency.

1265 €171 Board Approves Argentina’s Application to Join the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, EITI (Oslo), 27
February 2019. Access Date: 22 March 2019. https://eiti.org/news/eiti-board-approves-argentinas-application-to-join-
extractive-industries-transparency.
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1266

on Tax. ™" This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. S . . 1267
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Argentina has made some progress towards enhancing its tax-certainty and tax capacity-building.
Argentina has adopted some policies domestically and as a member of international bodies.

Thus, Argentina has received a score of +1.
Abnalyst: Timur Tursunbayey

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied in their commitment to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity
building in developing countries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

On 1 January 2019, the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty Related to Measures to
Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Sharing entered into force.'268 The Tax Treaty is designed to address
multilateral tax avoidance, and assist in resolving tax disputes.!26? This initiative was developed in
partnership with the OECD Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) project.!270

On 1 January 2019, Double Taxation Agreements (DTAs) with countries such as New Zealand,
United Kingdom, Japan, and Poland come into force due to Australia’s implementation of the
Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty Related to Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and
Profit Sharing in Force.127!

On 2 April 2019, the Australian government published the 2019-20 budget which calls for further
measures to combat tax avoidance.'?’2 These measures included increased funding for the Taxation
Avoidance Taskforce in upholding the Multinational Anti-Avoidance Law and the Diverted Profit
Tax until June 2023.1273

On 13 April 2019, Australia attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1266 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1267 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

28 ultilateral Instrument, Australian Tax Office (Canberra) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019.
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/International-tax-agreements/In-detail/Multilateral-Instrument/

1269 Multilateral Instrument, Australian Tax Office (Canberra) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019.
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/International-tax-agreements/In-detail/Multilateral-Instrument/.

270 Multilateral Instrument, Australian Tax Office (Canberra) 22 February 2019. Access Date: 31 March 2019.
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/International-tax-agreements/In-detail/Multilateral-Instrument/.

27 nternational Tax Treaties, The Treasury (Canberra). Access Date: 31 March 2019. https://treasury.gov.au/tax-
treaties/income-tax-treaties.

1272 ower Taxes: Tax relief to encourage and reward hard-working Australians, Budget 2019-20 (Canberra) 2 April
2019. Access Date: 4 April 2019. https://www.budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/download/taxes.pdf.

273 ower Taxes: Tax relief to encourage and reward hard-working Australians, Budget 2019-20 (Canberra) 2 April 2019.
Access Date: 4 April 2019. https://www.budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/download/taxes.pdf.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
213



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report
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on Tax. " This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. S . . 1275
Compact with Affica initiative to improve investment frameworks. =~

Australia has fully complied in their commitment to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity
building in developing countries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax. Australia
has striven to implement many methods to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building
in developing nations through the crackdown on tax avoidance by multinational companies. They
have also implemented many of the OECD recommendations in regard to tax policy via the
implementation of the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty Related Measures to
Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Shifting and hybrid mismatch rules. This has allowed them to be
fully compliant to their commitment.

Thus, Australia receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Wayne George

Brazil: 0

Brazil has partially complied towards continuing to support the enhancement of tax certainty, and tax
capacity-building through a domestic initiative.

On 23 January 2019, Brazil’s Economy Minister Paulo Guedes has proposed taxing dividends and
other shareholder payouts in order to reduce other corporate taxes and boost economic activity.!276
The proposed plan would cut corporate income tax from 34 per cent to 20 per cent.1277

On 13 April 2019, Brazil attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1278

on Tax. """ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. C . . 1279
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Brazil has taken some steps towards tax capacity and tax certainty as a member of an international
body but not through domestic initiatives.

Thus, Brazil receives a score of 0.

1274 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1275 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1278 Brazil considers taxing dividends, shareholder payouts —paper, Reuters (Brasilia), 23 January 2019. Date Accessed:
29 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/brazil-economy-tax/brazil-considers-taxing-dividends-shareholder-
payouts-paper-idUSL8N1ZN4BO

1277 Brazil considers taxing dividends, shareholder payouts —paper, Reuters (Brasilia), 23 January 2019. Date Accessed:
29 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/brazil-economy-tax/brazil-considers-taxing-dividends-shareholder-
payouts-paper-idUSL8N1ZN4BO

1278 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1279 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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Analysts: Timur Tursunbayev and Meagan Byrd

Canada: 0

Canada has partially complied with its commitment to enhancing the support of tax capacity and tax
certainty-building through a domestic initiative.

On 13 April 2019, Canada attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

12 . . S . . .
* This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20
1281

on Tax.
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Canada has partially complied with its commitment to financial regulation, aimed at the timely
implementation of the agreed financial sector reform agenda in line with its commitment on Platform
for Collaboration on Tax through a domestic initiative.

Thus, Canada receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Krishanu Ranwan

China: +1

China has fully complied to the commitment of increasing tax certainty and tax capacity-building.

On 5 December 2018, Director of the State Administration of Taxation Wang Jun said in his keynote
speech at the OECD Forum on Taxation Administration in Paris that China is planning to launch a
new round of tax measures to reduce the burden on enterprises.!?82 The measures plan on including
tax exemptions for technological startups, and small-sized companies.'?83 The aim of the measures is
to promote economic growth, and fuel economic development.1284

On 7 December 2018, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in South China will introduce a tax
refund policy on 11 December 2019 for foreigners staying in China within 183 days and people from
Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan, with a minimum refund amount of CNY500 (USD73) and a refund
rate of 11 per cent.!?85 The money can be refunded in cash or via bank transfer.1286

1280 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1281 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1282 New round of tax cuts extends helping hand to private sector, China Daily (Beijing) 5 December 2018. Access Date:
20 February 2019. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/05/WS5c0713e9a310eff30328f147.html.

1283 New round of tax cuts extends helping hand to private sector, China Daily (Beijing) 5 December 2018. Access Date:
20 February 2019. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/05/WS5c0713e9a310eff30328f147.html.

1284 New round of tax cuts extends helping hand to private sector, China Daily (Beijing) 5 December 2018. Access Date:
20 February 2019. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/05/WS5c0713e9a310eff30328f147.html.

1285 Guangxi to introduce tax refund policy, China Daily (Beijing) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/07/WS5c0a33fea310eff30328fcc2.html.

1286 Guangxi to introduce tax refund policy, China Daily (Beijing) 7 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/07/WS5c0a33fea310eff30328fcc2.html.
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On 22 December 2018, China’s annual tone-setting Central Economic Work Conference concluded
on Friday, with participants agreeing to step up tax cuts and keep monetary and fiscal policies more
accommodating to support growth.!287

On 24 December 2018, A draft law to place taxes on the extraction of natural resources was
submitted to the National People’s Congress Standing Committee for its first review.1288

On 23 December 2018, The State Council, China’s cabinet, announced special individual income tax
deductions on six areas, including children’s education, continuing education, health treatment for
serious diseases, housing loan interests, rent and elderly care.’?8? The new temporary measures will
come into effect along with the amended personal individual income tax law on 1 January 2019.1290

On 25 December 2018, a new personal income tax app, developed by the State Administration of
Taxation, will be up and running in January 2019 to help taxpayers receive additional deductions.!291

On 10 January 2019, Premier Li Keqiang decided in a State Council executive meeting that China will
unveil larger-scale tax cuts and tax exemptions for small and micro businesses.!292 Small and low
profit businesses with an annual taxable income of less than CNY1 million (USD 146,500) and
between CNY1 million to CNY3 million will be eligible to have their tax calculated based on 25
percent or 50 per cent of their taxable income, which is expected to reduce their tax burden to about
5 to 10 per cent.1293

On 11 January 2019, Minister of Industry and Information Technology Miao Wei said that China will
continue to lower the rates of value-added tax levied on the manufacturing sector and reduce its
costs on production factors such as electricity and water.1294

On 15 January 2019, The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) conducted CNY80 billion (USD11.84
billion) of seven-day reverse repos at an interest rate of 2.55 per cent and 100 billion yuan of 28-day
reverse repos at 2.85 per cent to offset the impact of a tax payment peak this month.!2%5

On 3 February 2019, under a decision jointly announced Saturday by the Ministry of Finance, State
Taxation Administration and other governmental departments, people in need who start a business

1287 Tax cuts will be stepped up, China Daily (Beijing) 22 December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2018-12/22/content_37416538.htm.

1288 Draft tax law for natural resources would codify a range of regulations, China Legal Information Center (China) 24
December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/m/chinalic/2018-
12/24/content_37418407.htm.

1289 China unveils special individual income tax deductions, China Daily (Beijing) 23 December 2018. Access Date: 20
February 2019. http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/22/WS5cle2dc0a3107d4c3a002446.html.

12%0 China unveils special individual income tax deductions, China Daily (Beijing) 23 December 2018. Access Date: 20
February 2019. http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/22/WS5cle2dc0a3107d4c3a002446.html.

1291 New app to help taxpayers get additional deductions, China Daily (Beijing) 25 December 2018. Access Date: 20
February 2019. http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/25/WS5c¢218235a3107d4c3a0029fc.html.

1292 \More tax cuts for small firms, China Daily (Beijing) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/10/WS5c3685c9a3106c65c34e38f8.html.

1293 More tax cuts for small firms, China Daily (Beijing) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/10/WS5c¢3685c9a3106c65c34e38f8.html.

1294 China plans deeper tax cuts in manufacturing sector: official, China Daily (Beijing) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 20
February 2019. http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/11/WS5c¢3839d1a3106c65c34e3f16.html.

12%5 China boosts liquidity to offset cash demand for tax payments, China Daily (Beijing) 15 January 2019. Access Date:
20 February 2019. http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201901/15/WS5c3d7951a3106c65c34e490f.html.
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can have CNY12 thousand (about USD1,791) deducted from their families’ annual share of taxes
over three years.129

On 19 February 2019, German Minister of Finance Olaf Scholz advocated on behalf of China at the
Paris Club, during the China-Germany High Level Financial Dialogue.1?7 As a result, both China and
Germany pledged to maintain close cooperation to strengthen communication and cooperation on
implementing the OECD/G20 Tax Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) Action Plan.129%8 In
addition, both China and Germany committed to continue working on the improvement of tax
capacity and tax certainty, while working with the OECD to address tax challenges being faced as a
result of the digitalization of the economy.!2

On 5 March 2019, the government work report was released stating that, starting on 1 April 2019,
the Value Added tax rate for the manufacturing sector will be cut by three percentage points to 13
per cent, adding up to a total cut surpasses CNY900 billion.!1300

On 13 April 2019, China attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1301

on Tax. ™ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. C . : 1302
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

China has taken actions to increase tax certainty and tax capacity by introducing new app for tax
payment, reducing tax for small business and imposing tax on the extraction of natural resources.

Thus, China receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Sophia Bai

France: +1

France has fully complied with its commitment take action towards supporting tax certainty and tax
capacity in developing countries and to take action through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

12% China grants tax benefit to boost employment of the needy, China Daily (Beijing) 3 February 2019. Access Date: 20

February 2019. http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201902/03/WS5c56baefa3106c65c34e8142.html.

1297 Monatsbericht des BMF: Analysen und Berichte. Deutsch-Chinesischer Finanzdialog, Bundesministerium der
Finanzen (Berlin) February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Monatsberichte/2019/02/Inhalte/Kapitel-3-Analysen/3-1-deutsch-
chinesischer-finanzdialog.html.

1298 Monatsbericht des BMF: Analysen und Berichte. Deutsch-Chinesischer Finanzdialog, Bundesministerium der
Finanzen (Berlin) February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Monatsberichte/2019/02/Inhalte/Kapitel-3-Analysen/3-1-deutsch-
chinesischer-finanzdialog.html.

1299 Monatsbericht des BMF: Analysen und Berichte. Deutsch-Chinesischer Finanzdialog, Bundesministerium der
Finanzen (Berlin) February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Monatsberichte/2019/02/Inhalte/Kapitel-3-Analysen/3-1-deutsch-
chinesischer-finanzdialog.html.

1390 Total VAT cut expected to be own 900b yuan, China Daily (Beijing) 20 March 2019. Access Date: 23 April 2019.
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201903/20/WS5c91b046a3104842260b1952.html.

1301 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1302 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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On 5 December 2018, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
announced that its compiled data showed France’s tax revenues from the previous year rose to 46.2
percent of gross domestic product, surpassing Denmark as the most taxed country.!303

On 17 December 2018, finance minister Bruno Le Maire announced that the plans for a new tax on
big technology companies (specifically Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon) would be introduced in
2019 for an amount estimated at EUR500 million.'304 This has been dubbed the GAFA tax.1305

On 19 December 2018, the French National Assembly voted to end tax incentives for adding palm
oil to diesel fuel as of 2020.1306

On 28 December 2018, the French Finance Act for 2019 was enacted and introduced significant
changes to the interest deduction rules and to the favourable tax regime applicable to Industrial
Property income.!307 The Act also made changes to the tax consolidation regime and implemented
new anti-abuse rules.1308

On 1 January 2019, France implemented the pay-as-you-earn tax system where the state deducts
taxes each month directly from salaries or pensions.!3? This was a shift from the previous system
whereby residents file income tax returns based on the previous yeat’s earnings.!310 The government
sent 93 million letters and emails to its citizens to notify and explain the new system.!3!!

On 19 February 2019, OECD representatives, including France, met in Paris to discuss the OECD’s
Global Relations Programme in taxation (GRP).1312 The meeting acknowledged the rapidly changing
international landscape, new challenges posed by the digitalization of the economy, and the
importance of supporting developing countries as they seek to strengthen their capacities in

1393 Government tax takes at record high with France in top spot: OECD, Reuters (London), 5 December 2018. Access

Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-oecd-tax/government-tax-takes-at-record-high-with-france-
in-top-spot-oecd-idUSKBN10411Y.

B3% Erance pushes forward alone with new tax on big tech companies, The Guardian (London), 17 December 2018.
Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/dec/17/france-alone-new-tax-big-tech-
companies-gafa.

3% Erance pushes forward alone with new tax on big tech companies, The Guardian (London), 17 December 2018.
Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/dec/17/france-alone-new-tax-big-tech-
companies-gafa.

13% Erance’s National Assembly ends tax incentives for palm oil in diesel fuel, Transport & Environment (Brussels), 19
December 2018. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.transportenvironment.org/press/france%E2%80%99s-
national-assembly-ends-tax-incentives-palm-oil-diesel-fuel.

1397 Erench Finance Act for 2019: The most important changes affecting businesses, Lexology (London), 28 December
2018. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=584e9d38-77b8-4693-b19a-
2a439b796¢ch2.

1308 £rench Finance Act for 2019: The most important changes affecting businesses, Lexology (London), 28 December
2018. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=584e9d38-77b8-4693-b19a-
2a439b796¢ch2.

3% Erench government on tenterhooks as new income tax regime rolls in, The Local (Stockholm), 2 January 2019.
Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.thelocal.fr/20190102/french-government-on-tenterhooks-as-new-income-
tax-regime-rolls-in.

B0 Erench government on tenterhooks as new income tax regime rolls in, The Local (Stockholm), 2 January 2019.
Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.thelocal.fr/20190102/french-government-on-tenterhooks-as-new-income-
tax-regime-rolls-in.

B Erench government on tenterhooks as new income tax regime rolls in, The Local (Stockholm), 2 January 2019.
Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.thelocal.fr/20190102/french-government-on-tenterhooks-as-new-income-
tax-regime-rolls-in.

1312 statement of Outcomes: Advisory Group for Co-operation with Partner Economies Annual Meeting (February
2019), OECD (Paris), 19 February 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. http://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-global/statement-of-
outcomes-advisory-group-for-partner-economies-february-2019.pdf.
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taxation.!3!3 The meeting had three key outcomes by recognizing the role of the Knowledge Sharing
Platform (KSP) in the delivery of the GRP, launching an e-learning component to the GRP, and
identifying three pillars of the GRP.1314

On 6 March 2019, French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire set out the bill for France’s digital tax
proposal, which secks to levy a 3 per cent digital tax on tech giants.!3!> The GAFA tax would apply to
companies with EUR750 million in worldwide digital revenue and EUR25 million in French digital
sales.!316 France will tax online market places, the sale of data for targeted advertising, and the sale of
targeted online advertising but will not tax direct e-commerce retailing, messaging or payment apps,
and online advertising that doesn’t involve user data.!3!7

On 13 April 2019, France attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

131 . . Co . . .
% This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20
1319

on Tax.
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

On 16 April 2019, France adopted a financial sector bill that establishes a legal framework for
cryptocurrency service providers and initial coin offerings.!320 This bill includes both optional and
mandatory licensing, and also specifies the types of funds that can invest in crypto.!32!

On 25 April 2019, President Emmanuel Macron pledged to cut income taxes while speaking at the
first major press conference of his presidency in Elysee.1322

1313 Statement of Outcomes: Advisory Group for Co-operation with Partner Economies Annual Meeting (February

2019), OECD (Paris), 19 February 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. http://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-global/statement-of-
outcomes-advisory-group-for-partner-economies-february-2019.pdf.

1314 Statement of Outcomes: Advisory Group for Co-operation with Partner Economies Annual Meeting (February
2019), OECD (Paris) 19 February 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. http://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-global/statement-of-
outcomes-advisory-group-for-partner-economies-february-2019.pdf.

B French digital tax proposal puts tech giants on notice, Bloomberg (New York) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April
2019. https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report-international/french-digital-tax-proposal-puts-tech-giants-on-
notice.

318 French digital tax proposal puts tech giants on notice, Bloomberg (New York) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April
2019. https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report-international/french-digital-tax-proposal-puts-tech-giants-on-
notice.

BV Erench digital tax proposal puts tech giants on notice, Bloomberg (New York) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 26 April
2019. https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report-international/french-digital-tax-proposal-puts-tech-giants-on-
notice.

1318 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1319 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

820 Erance adopts new crypto regulation, Bitcoin.com (Arlington) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019.
https://news.bitcoin.com/france-cryptocurrency-regulation/.

B2 Erance adopts new crypto regulation, Bitcoin.com (Arlington) 16 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019.
https://news.bitcoin.com/france-cryptocurrency-regulation/.

1322 At marathon news conference, Macron launches fight back with tax cuts, Reuters (London), 25 April 2019. Access
Date: 26 April 2019. https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-france-protests/frances-macron-offers-tax-cuts-to-quell-yellow-
vest-protests-idUKKCN1S12627?il=0.
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France has fully complied with its commitment to improve tax certainty and support capacity

building for developing countries through domestic initiatives and as a member of an international
body.

Thus, France receives a score of +1.
Apnalyst: Jane Huang

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity
in developing countries predominantly through bilateral development initiatives.

On 16 February 2019, German Minister of Finance Olaf Scholz advocated for enhanced debt
transparency on behalf of China with a special focus on enhanced data exchange within the
Framework of the Paris Club, during the China-Germany High Level Financial Dialogue.'323 Both
countries pledged to maintain close cooperation to jointly cope with and combat cross-border tax
evasion and to strengthen communication and cooperation on implementing the G20/Ozganisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Tax Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Action
Plan.1324¢ Both countries will continue their work to improve tax certainty, and work with the OECD
to address the tax challenges raised by the digitalization of the economy.!3?> Both countries also
pledged to comply with the G20 commitment on tax transparency and automatic exchange of tax
information, as well as on support for tax capacity in developing countries.!326

On 21 February 2019, Germany and Burkina Faso agreed to strengthen their cooperation within the
“Compact with Africa,” which, among other mechanisms, includes action to create stronger and
more reliable sources of government revenue.!327

On 13 April 2019, Germany attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1323 Monatsbericht des BMF: Analysen und Berichte. Deutsch-Chinesischer Finanzdialog, Bundesministerium der

Finanzen (Berlin) February 2019. Access Date: 24 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Monatsberichte/2019/02/Inhalte/Kapitel-3-Analysen/3-1-deutsch-
chinesischer-finanzdialog.html.

1324 J5int Statement of the 2nd China-Germany High Level Financial Dialogue, Bundesministerium der Finanzen (Berlin)
18 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Internationales_Finanzmarkt/Finanzm
arktpolitik/2019-01-18-D-C-Finanzdialog.html.

1325 J5int Statement of the 2nd China-Germany High Level Financial Dialogue, Bundesministerium der Finanzen (Berlin)
18 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Internationales_Finanzmarkt/Fin
anzmarktpolitik/2019-01-18-D-C-Finanzdialog.html.

1328 J5int Statement of the 2nd China-Germany High Level Financial Dialogue, Bundesministerium der Finanzen (Berlin)
18 January 2019. Access Date: 25 February 2019.
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Internationales_Finanzmarkt/Finanzm
arktpolitik/2019-01-18-D-C-Finanzdialog.html.

327 Gute Partnershaft weiter ausbauen, Presse- und Informationsamt der Bundesregierung (Berlin) 21 February 2019.
Access Date: 24 February 2019. https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/pressekonferenz-von-
bundeskanzlerin-merkel-und-dem-praesidenten-der-republik-burkina-faso-roch-marc-kabor%C3%A9-1582980.
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1328

on Tax. ™ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. S . . 1329
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Germany has taken some action towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in developing
countries through bilateral development initiatives and as a member of an international body.

Thus, Germany receives a score +1.
Apnalyst: Katharina Kubn

India: +1

India has fully complied with its commitment to continue promote tax certainty and tax capacity.

On 1 February 2019, The Finance Minister of India Arun Jaitley, announced in the 2019 budget that
the legislative focus would work on stabilizing GST for the next financial year in addition to the
consideration of future road map to GST slabs of zero, 5 per cent and standard rate.!33 The change
in the 2019 budget is aimed at strengthening the tax capacity of the economy.!33!

On 13 April 2019, India attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1332 7 . oo . . .
2 This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20
1333

on Tax.
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

India has taken steps towards tax certainty, and tax capacity domestically, and as a member of an
international body.

Thus, India receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Gayathiri Moorthy

Indonesia: 0

Indonesia has partially complied in promoting to the tax certainty and tax capacity-building through a
domestic initiative.

1328 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1329 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1339 Arun Jaitley: India should have GST slabs of zero ,5% and a standard rate, India Today (New Delhi) 24 December
2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.indiatoday.in/business/story/arun-jaitley-blog-gst-standard-rate-
1416220-2018-12-24.

331 Arun Jaitley: India should have GST slabs of zero ,5% and a standard rate, India Today (New Delhi) 24 December
2018. Access Date: 11 March 2019. https://www.indiatoday.in/business/story/arun-jaitley-blog-gst-standard-rate-
1416220-2018-12-24.

1332 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1333 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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On 26 February 2019, Sti Mulyani Indrawati had mentioned that Indonesia had made tax refund
procedures easier which led to reduction in VAT and PPnBM Revenue.!33* Indonesia has planned to
revise its luxury car tax scheme to improve export of greener cars and establish Indonesia as a
regional hub.1335

India has partially complied to its commitment to promoting tax certainty and capacity building.
Domestic reforms under consideration are expected to increase the tax to gross domestic product
ratio.

Thus, Indonesia receives the score of 0.
Analyst: Gayathiri Moorthy

Italy: 0
Italy has partially complied with its commitment to take action towards supporting tax certainty and
tax capacity in developing countries and through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

On 13 April 2019, Italy attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve Bank
called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

P This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20
1337

on Tax.
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Italy has made little efforts towards complying with its commitment by participating in international
bodies with the aim of improving tax certainty and capacity building in developing countries.

Thus, Italy receives the score of 0.

Apnalyst: Katharina Kubn

Japan: 0

On 13 April 2019, Japan attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

B33 ncreased tax refunds causes decline in revenue, The Jakarta Post (Jakarta) 26 February 2019. Access Date: 26
February 2019. https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/25/increased-tax-refunds-causes-decline-in-
revenue.html.

1335 Indonesia plans tax changes to drive output exports of greener cars, Reuters (Jakarta) 11 March 2019. Access Date:
11 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-autos-tax/indonesia-plans-tax-changes-to-drive-output-
exports-of-greener-cars-idUSKBN1QS118B,

1336 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1337 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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1338

on Tax. ™ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. S . . 1339
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Japan has not taken any action towards tax certainty, tax capacity through domestic initiatives, but
has taken some action as a member for an international body.

Thus, Japan receives a score of 0.1340
Apnalyst: Sophia Bai

Korea: 0

Korea has partially complied to the commitment of increasing tax capacity and tax certainty in
developing countries.

On 11 December 2018, The National Assembly approved a bill to impose a 10 percent value-added
tax (VAT) on technology companies’ digital services ranging from online ads to cloud computing and
online to offline services, which would go into effect from 1 July 2019.134

On 14 December 2018, the National Tax Service sent investigators to Google Korea’s office in
Gangnam, on suspicion of tax evasion by local YouTube content makers sharing ad profits with
YouTube, Google’s subsidiary.!342

On 15 January 2019, the National Tax Service requests foreign workers with earned income in Korea
in 2018 must settle year-end taxes by 28 February 2019 regardless of their nationality and length of
stay.1343 Morecover, Employers will have to submit Report on the Status of Withholding and
Statement on Wage and Salary Payment to National Tax Service by 11 March 2019.1344

On 16 January 2019, in a meeting the liberal ruling party hosted for financial firm representatives,
Lawmakers of Korea’s ruling party suggests an overhaul of the taxation system for stock trading that
currently levies taxes on all transactions regardless of capital gains or losses.!34

On 31 January 2019, deputy prime minister and finance minister Hong Nam-ki said the Korean
government is positively considering bringing down the country’s stock trading tax, aiming to
reinvigorate stock activity.!346

1338 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1339 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1340 Ths non-compliance was determined after a deep search of the following websites: www.oecd.org,
http://www.eurasiancommission.org/en/act/finpol/dofp/Pages/default.aspx, https://www.oecd.org/japan/,
https://www.mof.go.jp/english/, and https://japan.kantei.go.jp/.

B4 Korea to impose digital VAT on global tech giants starting next July, MaeKyung Media Group (Korea) 11
December 2018. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2018&n0=772866.

1342 5 Korea tax authorities conduct tax audit on Google Korea, MaeKyung Media Group (Korea) 14 December 2018.
Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2018&no=777424.

1343 Foreign workers in Korea should file year-end tax settlement by Feb, MaeKyung Media Group (Korea) 15 January
2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2019&n0=30720.

1344 Foreign workers in Korea should file year-end tax settlement by Feb, MaeKyung Media Group (Korea) 15 January
2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2019&n0=30720.

3% Korean ruling party keen on idea of lifting stock trade tax, MaeKyung Media Group (Korea) 16 January 2019. Access
Date: 20 February 2019. https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2019&n0=32995.
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Korea has taken action on tax certainty and tax capacity by increasing tax on technology companies’
digital services and foreign workers’ income and by strengthening tax regulation.

Thus, Kotea receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Sophia Bai

Mexico: 0

Mexico has partially complied with its commitments to continue to support enhanced tax-certainty
and tax capacity-building.

On 31 December 2018, President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador issued an executive order which
granted lower rates for both value-added and income taxes in more than 40 municipalities bordering
the United States.!3*7 The decree will reduce income taxes from 30 per cent to 20 per cent and cut
the value-added tax from 16 per cent to 8 per cent, while also boosting the minimum wage by 100
per cent to MXN 176 (USD 9).1348 The decree is expected to reduce the government tax income
during 2019 by USD6.1 billion.!34?

On 8 January 2019, Finance Minister Catlos Urzua announced that Mexico will cut the tax rate paid
by companies on the proceeds of initial public offerings from 35 per cent to 10 per cent.!3%0

On 13 April 2019, Mexico attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1351

on Tax. ™ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. C e . . 1352
Compact with Affica initiative to improve investment frameworks. ™

Mexico has not complied with its commitments to continue to support enhanced tax-certainty and
tax-capacity-building through domestic initiatives. However, Mexico has participated in promoting
capacity building as a member of international bodies.

Thus, Mexico has received a score of 0.

13% Korean govt to review lowering stock trading tax: finance minister, MaeKyung Media Group (Korea) 31 January

2019. Access Date: 20 February 2019. https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2019&n0=65405.

1347 Mexican President Decrees Tax Cuts for U.S. Border Region, Reuters (Mexico City) 31 December 2018. Access Date:
27 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mexico-economy-border/mexican-president-decrees-tax-cuts-for-
u-s-border-region-idUSKCN10UO0ZJ.

13%8 Mexico Creates Special Zone on US Border to Win Investments, Cut Migration, Business Standard (Monterrey) 30
December 2018. Access Date: 27 March 2019. https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/mexico-
creates-special-zone-on-us-border-to-win-investments-cut-migration-118123000065_1.html.

1349 Mexican President Decrees Tax Cuts for U.S. Border Region, Reuters (Mexico City) 31 December 2018. Access Date:
27 March 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mexico-economy-border/mexican-president-decrees-tax-cuts-for-
u-s-border-region-idUSKCN10UO0ZJ.

1350 Mexico Plans to Cut Tax for Companies Holding IPOs to 10%, Bloomberg (New York), 8 January 2019. Access Date:
27 March 2019. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-01-08/mexico-will-seek-to-cut-tax-to-10-for-
companies-holding-ipos.

1351 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1352 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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Analysts: Timur Tursunbayev and Meagan Byrd

Russia +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment towards supporting tax certainty and tax capacity in
developing countries since the Buenos Aires Summit neither through bilateral initiatives nor through
the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

On 4 April 2019, representatives of the tax administrations of the Russian Federation and the
Republic of Azerbaijan discussed issues of digitization of the fiscal sphere at a meeting of the
working group in Baku. Delegations also discussed ways to improve the quality of digital tax
administration, transfer pricing and audit work.1353

On 13 April 2019, Russia attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1354

on Tax. ™" This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. C . . 1355
Compact with Affica initiative to improve investment frameworks. ~

Russia fully complied with its commitments to continue to support enhanced tax-certainty and tax-
capacity-building through domestic initiatives. However, Russia has participated in promoting
capacity building as a member of international bodies.

Thus, Russia receives the score +1.1356
Apnalyst: Katharina Kubn

Saudi Arabia: 0
Saudi Arabia has partially complied to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building in

developing counttries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

On 2 December 2018, Saudi Arabia and Mauritania signed an income tax treaty.!357 This treaty seeks
to avoid double taxing and improve tax administration in both countries.!3%8

1353 ssues of digitalization of the fiscal sphere discussed in Baku, Russian Federal Tax Service 4 April 2019. Access date:

22 May 2019. https://www.nalog.ru/rn77/news/international_activities/8630332/.

1354 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1355 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1358 This non-compliance was determined after a deep search of the following websites: http://www.gov.ru,
http://president.kremlin.ru/, http://www.duma.ru/, http://www.cbr.ru/eng/,
http://www.mid.ru/mid/eng/BOD_1.HTM, http://economy.gov.ru/en/home, http://rs.gov.ru/en,
https://www.nalog.ru/rn77/, http://www.eurasiancommission.org/en/act/finpol/dofp/Pages/default.aspx,
www.oecd.org, http://www.russiatoday.com, and https://www.rferl.org/Russia.

1357 saudi Crown Prince signs three MoUs during visit to Mauritania, Al Arabiya Network (Dubai) 2 December 2018.
Access Date: 22 February 2019. http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-africa/2018/12/02/Saudi-crown-prince-
holds-bilateral-meeting-signs-MoUs-in-Mauritania.html.

1358 saudi Crown Prince signs three MoUs during visit to Mauritania, Al Arabiya Network (Dubai) 2 December 2018.
Access Date: 22 February 2019. http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/north-africa/2018/12/02/Saudi-crown-prince-
holds-bilateral-meeting-signs-MoUs-in-Mauritania.html.
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On 10 December 2018, Saudi Arabia’s General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) published draft
transfer pricing bylaws for public consultation.!?® The new transfer pricing bylaws follow
international standards that include the arm’s-length principle and documentation standards set by
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Transfer Pricing
Guideline.’3%0 Furthermore, the bylaws introduce country-by-country reporting in line with OECD
minimum standards and represents an important milestone in Saudi Arabia’s efforts to enhance tax
certainty and tax capacity.136!

On 3 January 2019, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus signed a double tax treaty that will enter into force in
March 2019.1362 The treaty includes provisions regarding payments of income from debt-claims,
payments of dividends, and royalty payments.'363 This treaty standardizes the tax policies between the
Saudi Arabia and Cyprus and empowers their respective tax authorities.!304

On 6 February 2019, Saudi Arabia and Albania signed a tax agreement to avoid dual taxation and
prevent tax evasion from taxes on income and capital.”’1365 The treaty would enhance Saudi Arabia’s
network of tax treaties to bolster its tax authorities.!360

On 15 February 2019, Saudi Arabia’s General Authority of Zakat & Tax passed a resolution
approving the Transfer Pricing Bylaws.1367 The bylaws aim to target certain tax behaviors and
minimize tax liabilities based on OECD standards.'3® The bylaws will enhance businesses

1359 sudi Arabia’s tax authority releases draft transfer pricing bylaws, EY (Riyadh) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 22

February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--saudi-arabias-tax-authority-releases-
draft-transfer-pricing-bylaws.

1380 s3udi Arabia’s tax authority releases draft transfer pricing bylaws, EY (Riyadh) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--saudi-arabias-tax-authority-releases-
draft-transfer-pricing-bylaws.

381 sudi Arabia’s tax authority releases draft transfer pricing bylaws, EY (Riyadh) 11 December 2018. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--saudi-arabias-tax-authority-releases-
draft-transfer-pricing-bylaws.

1362 Cyprus — Saudi Arabia double tax treaty enters into force, PwC Central (Nicosia) 4 February 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.pwc.com.cy/en/publications/assets/direct-tax-update-n-3-2019.pdf.

1363 Cyprus — Saudi Arabia double tax treaty enters into force, PwC Central (Nicosia) 4 February 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.pwc.com.cy/en/publications/assets/direct-tax-update-n-3-2019.pdf.

1364 Cyprus — Saudi Arabia double tax treaty enters into force, PwC Central (Nicosia) 4 February 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.pwc.com.cy/en/publications/assets/direct-tax-update-n-3-2019.pdf.

1365 King Salman, Albanian PM oversee signing of 2 agreements, MoU, Saudi Gazette (Riyadh) 7 February 2019. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/558675/SAUDI-ARABIA/King-Salman-Albanian-PM-oversee-
signing-of-2-agreements-MoU.

1366 King Salman, Albanian PM oversee signing of 2 agreements, MoU, Saudi Gazette (Riyadh) 7 February 2019. Access
Date: 22 February 2019. http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/558675/SAUDI-ARABIA/King-Salman-Albanian-PM-oversee-
signing-of-2-agreements-MoU.

3%7 The General Authority of Zakat & Tax Approve the Transfer Pricing Bylaws, General Authority of Zakat and Tax
(Riyadh) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.gazt.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/the-
general-authority-of-zakat-tax-approve-the-transfer-pricing-bylaws.

1388 The General Authority of Zakat & Tax Approve the Transfer Pricing Bylaws, General Authority of Zakat and Tax
(Riyadh) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.gazt.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/the-
general-authority-of-zakat-tax-approve-the-transfer-pricing-bylaws.
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compliance and affect all multinational corporations in the country.!'3? This is a major tax
development for Saudi Arabia and the wider region.!370

On 5 March 2019, Saudi Arabia published its income and capital tax treaty with the United Arab
Emirates which has entered into force as of 1 April 2019.1371 This treaty includes provisions
regarding permanent establishment, sets withholding tax rates, and applies the credit method to
prevent double taxation to enhance tax capacity and tax certainty.!372

On 14 March 2019, the General Authority of Zakat and Tax announced the “Zakat collection
regulations, the Zakat calculation rules for financing activities, the government’s assumption of
responsibility of the Zakat and the Income Tax on Investment in Government Bonds and
Sukuk.”1373 These programs seck to increase transparency between the Authority and the taxpayers
by improving Zakat collection procedures.1374

On 13 April 2019, Saudi Arabia attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary
and Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1375

on Tax. "~ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. S . . 1376
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Saudi Arabia has partially complied to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building in
developing countries through domestic focused initiatives and bilateral treaties but has not engaged
as a member of international bodies including the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of 0.

Analyst: Collin Xia

1389 The General Authority of Zakat & Tax Approve the Transfer Pricing Bylaws, General Authority of Zakat and Tax

(Riyadh) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.gazt.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/the-
general-authority-of-zakat-tax-approve-the-transfer-pricing-bylaws.

B37% The General Authority of Zakat & Tax Approve the Transfer Pricing Bylaws, General Authority of Zakat and Tax
(Riyadh) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.gazt.gov.sa/en/media-center/news/the-
general-authority-of-zakat-tax-approve-the-transfer-pricing-bylaws.

87! saudi Arabia publishes United Arab Emirates tax treaty, EY(Dubai) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Saudi_Arabia_publishes_United_Arab_Emirates_tax_treaty/SFILE/2019G
_000755-19Gbl_Saudi%20Arabia%20publishes%20UAE%20tax%20treaty.pdf.

372 s3udi Arabia publishes United Arab Emirates tax treaty, EY(Dubai) 11 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Saudi_Arabia_publishes_United_Arab_Emirates_tax_treaty/SFILE/2019G
_000755-19Gbl_Saudi%20Arabia%20publishes%20UAE%20tax%20treaty.pdf.

1373 n73kat and Tax" announces the issuance of the Implementing Regulations for the collection of Zakat, General
Authority of Zakat and Tax (Riyadh) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.gazt.gov.sa/en/media-
center/news/zakat-and-tax-announces-the-issuance-of-the-implementing-regulations-for-the.

1374 n7akat and Tax" announces the issuance of the Implementing Regulations for the collection of Zakat, General
Authority of Zakat and Tax (Riyadh) 14 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.gazt.gov.sa/en/media-
center/news/zakat-and-tax-announces-the-issuance-of-the-implementing-regulations-for-the.

137 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1376 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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South Africa: +1

South Africa has fully complied to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building in
developing counttries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

On 11 January 2019, the South African Revenue Service, National Treasury of South Africa and the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) signed a Memorandum of
Cooperation to collaborate in tax policy.’3”7 The memorandum is in place until 2023 and signifies
stronger relations and cooperation between South Africa and the OECD.1378

On 19 January 2019, South Africa enacted the Taxation Laws Amendment Bill and the Tax
Administration Laws Amendment Bill.!137 These bills aim to address tax avoidance through the use
of “collateral arrangements,” anomalies in medical tax credits, and exploitation of foreign trusts to
avoid tax through controlled foreign companies.1380

On 19 February 2019, South Africa’s National Assembly adopted the Customs and Excise
Amendment Bill.138! The bill amends the Customs and Excise Act No 91 of 1964 by empowering the
South African Revenue Service to collect a carbon tax and issue regulative measures to increase tax
capacity.!382

On 20 February 2019, the South African government released the 2019 Budget Review which
proposed to adopt the OECD’s common reporting standard (CRS).1383 The government secks to
adopt the OECD’s model mandatory disclosure rules to address offshore arrangements intended to
evade financial account reporting under the CRS regime and increase tax certainty.!384

On 21 February 2019, South Aftica’s Finance Minister Tito Mboweni delivered his 2019/2020
Budget Review.1385 One of the budget review’s key proposals include a carbon tax of approximately

17 OECD, SARS And National Treasury Continue Partnership to Strengthen Tax Co-Operation, South African Revenue

Service (Pretoria) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
http://www.sars.gov.za/Media/MediaReleases/Pages/11-January-2019---OECD-SARS-National-Treasury-continue-
partnership-to-strengthen-tax-co-operation.aspx.

1378 OECD, SARS And National Treasury Continue Partnership to Strengthen Tax Co-Operation, South African Revenue
Service (Pretoria) 11 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
http://www.sars.gov.za/Media/MediaReleases/Pages/11-January-2019---OECD-SARS-National-Treasury-continue-
partnership-to-strengthen-tax-co-operation.aspx.

1379 south Africa enacts tax amendment bills, EY (Johannesburg) 21 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--south-africa-enacts-tax-amendment-bills.

1380 5outh Africa enacts tax amendment bills, EY (Johannesburg) 21 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--south-africa-enacts-tax-amendment-bills.

1381 customs and Excise Amendment Bill presented to National Assembly, Deloitte (Johannesburg) 20 February 2019.
Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.taxathand.com/article/11130/South-Africa/2019/Customs-and-Excise-
Amendment-Bill-presented-to-National-Assembly.

1382 ustoms and Excise Amendment Bill presented to National Assembly, Deloitte (Johannesburg) 20 February 2019.
Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.taxathand.com/article/11130/South-Africa/2019/Customs-and-Excise-
Amendment-Bill-presented-to-National-Assembly.

383 south Africa: CRS proposals included in budget, KPMG (Pretoria) 12 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2019/03/tnf-south-africa-crs-proposals-included-in-budget.html.

1384 South Africa: CRS proposals included in budget, KPMG (Pretoria) 12 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2019/03/tnf-south-africa-crs-proposals-included-in-budget.html.

138 south Africa’s Finance Minister delivers 2019 Budget Review, EY (Johannesburg) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--south-africas-finance-minister-delivers-
2019-budget-review.
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USD10 per ton of carbon dioxide equivalent starting from 1 June 2019.138¢ In addition, there are
numerous proposals ranging from a review of anti-avoidance measures pertaining to transactions
between a company and its connected actors under the Special Economic Zone tax regime,
investigating a tax on “single-use” plastics, and a new tax on electronic cigarettes and tobacco heating
products.!387 These proposals seck to enhance the government’s tax capacity and presents models for
the region to adopt.!388

On 1 April 2019, South Africa began requiring non-resident suppliers of electronic services to
register for value added tax (VAT) purposes.!3® South Africa expanded definition of electronic
services and began to treat foreign and domestic suppliers similatly for VAT purposes.!3?

On 13 April 2019, South Africa chaired the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1391 o . oo . . .
P! This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20
1392

on Tax.
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

South Africa has partially complied to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building in
developing countries through domestic focused initiatives and has engaged as a member of
international bodies.

Thus, South Africa receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Collin Xia

Turkey: 0

Turkey has partially complied to its commitment regarding the supporting of enhanced tax certainty
and tax capacity building in developing countries, including through the Platform for Collaboration
on Tax. They have implemented some measures to support their commitment to the Platform for
Collaboration on Tax such as agreeing to the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty
Related Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Sharing. They have worked with other

138 south Africa’s Finance Minister delivers 2019 Budget Review, EY (Johannesburg) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 22

February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--south-africas-finance-minister-delivers-
2019-budget-review.

1387 South Africa’s Finance Minister delivers 2019 Budget Review, EY (Johannesburg) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--south-africas-finance-minister-delivers-
2019-budget-review.

1388 south Africa’s Finance Minister delivers 2019 Budget Review, EY (Johannesburg) 21 February 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--south-africas-finance-minister-delivers-
2019-budget-review.

389 south Africa: New VAT registration requirements, non-resident suppliers of e-services, KPMG (Pretoria) 11 March
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2019/03/tnf-south-africa-new-vat-
registration-requirements-non-resident-suppliers-e-services.html.

3% south Africa: New VAT registration requirements, non-resident suppliers of e-services, KPMG (Pretoria) 11 March
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2019/03/tnf-south-africa-new-vat-
registration-requirements-non-resident-suppliers-e-services.html.

1391 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1392 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.
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countries in regard to Double Tax Treaties dealing with issues such as income taxes. On the issue of
tax certainty and capacity they have taken very limited action.

On 19 December 2018, Presidential Decree No. 476 states that payments made for advertising
services provided through the Internet to advertising service providers and also intermediaries for
advertising service will fall under the Withholding Tax liability.13%3 This placed a 15 per cent
withholding tax on payments made to services provided by a nonresident entity or individual.13%4
There would be no tax placed on the payments made for services provided by a Turkish entity.1395
This would affect payments made as of 1 January 2019.139

On 15 February 2019, the Turkish Ministry of the Treasury and Finance publishes communique
No.17.1397 This clarifies the Presidential Decree No. 476 which came into force on 1 January 2019 for
payments regarding advertising services provided via the Internet.!3?8 It says that the withholding tax
would apply to payments made on or after 1 January 2019 regardless of the fact that the service was
provided before that date.!3%?

On 27 February 2019, the Turkish Finance and Treasury minister Berat Albayrak promised reforms
to the tax system to widen it as well as to create a more effective tax system.!4%0 These reforms would
better allow the Turkish economy to better compete on the world stage.1401

On 13 April 2019, Turkeyattended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

BBNew Withholding Tax Liability on Advertising Services Provided Online, Baker and Mackenzie (Istanbul) 20

December 2018. Access Date: 16 April 2019. https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2018/12/new-
withholding-tax-liability

B39 New Withholding Tax Liability on Advertising Services Provided Online, Baker and Mackenzie (Istanbul) 20
December 2018. Access Date: 16 April 2019. https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2018/12/new-
withholding-tax-liability

3% New Withholding Tax Liability on Advertising Services Provided Online, Baker and Mackenzie (Istanbul) 20
December 2018. Access Date: 16 April 2019. https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2018/12/new-
withholding-tax-liability

B3%New Withholding Tax Liability on Advertising Services Provided Online, Baker and Mackenzie (Istanbul) 20
December 2018. Access Date: 16 April 2019. https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2018/12/new-
withholding-tax-liability

1397 Turkey Finalizes Guidance on Withholding Tax On Payments Relating to Online Advertising Services, Thomson
Reuters (Eagan) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/blog/turkey-finalizes-
guidance-on-new-withholding-tax-on-payments-relating-to-online-advertising-services/

1398 Turkey Finalizes Guidance on Withholding Tax On Payments Relating to Online Advertising Services, Thomson
Reuters (Eagan) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/blog/turkey-finalizes-
guidance-on-new-withholding-tax-on-payments-relating-to-online-advertising-services/

1399 Turkey Finalizes Guidance on Withholding Tax On Payments Relating to Online Advertising Services, Thomson
Reuters (Eagan) 28 February 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/blog/turkey-finalizes-
guidance-on-new-withholding-tax-on-payments-relating-to-online-advertising-services/

1490 1 rkish Finance Minister Vows Tax Reforms, Hurriyet Daily News (Istanbul) 27 February 2019. Access Date: 16 April
2019. http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-finance-minister-vows-tax-reforms-141533

Y91y rkish Finance Minister Vows Tax Reforms, Hurriyet Daily News (Istanbul) 27 February 2019. Access Date: 16 April
2019. http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-finance-minister-vows-tax-reforms-141533
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1402

on Tax. "~ This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. S . . 1403
Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks.

Turkey has partially complied with their commitment to the supporting of enhanced tax certainty and
tax capacity building in developing countries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on
Tax. They have agreed to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development’s
Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty Related Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and
Profit Sharing and has worked on Double Tax Treaties with other countries. The implementation of
the new withholding tax on online advertising services though raises issues on their commitment to
tax certainty and tax capacity due to the nature of the tax being placed can lead to issues in regard to
the Double Tax Treaties that they have in force already.

Thus, Turkey receives a score of 0.
Analyst: Wayne George

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom has fully complied to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building
in developing countries, including through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

On 19 December 2018, the United Kingdom and Jersey’s Double Taxation Agreement and Protocol
treaty came into effect.'40* The treaty addresses taxes on various types of investments including on
dividends and profits from “immovable property.”14% This treaty updates British tax administration
with contemporary provisions and enhances tax certainty.1400

On 19 December 2019, the United Kingdom and the Isle of Man’s double taxation agreement came
into force.'07 This treaty replaces the 1955 tax arrangement between the Isle of Man and the UK by
adjusting provisions on income tax, corporate tax, capital gains tax.1408

1402 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April

2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1403 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1408 — Jersey Double Taxation Agreement and Protocol, Given Effect by An Exchange of Letters Signed in London on
2 July 2018, GOV.UK (London) 24 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767849/2018__Je
rsey-UK_Double_Taxation_Agreement___in_force.pdf.

1405 — Jersey Double Taxation Agreement and Protocol, Given Effect by An Exchange of Letters Signed in London on
2 July 2018, HM Revenue & Customs (London) 24 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767849/2018__Je
rsey-UK_Double_Taxation_Agreement___in_force.pdf.

1406 — Jersey Double Taxation Agreement and Protocol, Given Effect by An Exchange of Letters Signed in London on
2 July 2018, GOV.UK (London) 24 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767849/2018__Je
rsey-UK_Double_Taxation_Agreement___in_force.pdf.

1407 yk - Isle of Man Double Taxation Agreement and Protocol, Given Effect by an Exchange of Letters Signed in London
on 2 July 2018, HM Revenue & Customs (London) 24 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/isle-of-man-tax-treaties.

1498 |k — Isle of Man Double Taxation Agreement and Protocol, Given Effect by an Exchange of Letters Signed in London
on 2 July 2018, HM Revenue & Customs (London) 24 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/isle-of-man-tax-treaties.
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On 1 January 2019, the United Kingdom released the synthesized text of the 1990 Slovak Republic-
UK Double Tax Convention, displaying the modifications made to the treaty in accordance to the
Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty.'4? The changes will impact taxes withheld at
source in both countries, “all other taxes levied by the Slovak Republic,” corporate tax in the UK,
and taxes on income and capital gains in the UK.1410

On 1 January 2019, the United Kingdom and Cyrus replaced a previous treaty signed in 1974 with a
new double tax treaty.!4!! The treaty addresses taxes on various investments including on dividends
and profits from “immovable property.”!#12 This treaty replaces the previous treaty with
contemporary provisions and enhances tax certainty.!413

On 3 January 2019, the United Kingdom released the synthesized text of the 2001 Lithuania-UK
Double Tax Convention.!#14 The revised document displayed changes made to the treaty in
accordance to the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty.14!> The changes will impact
taxes withheld at source in both countries, “all other taxes levied by Lithuania,” corporate tax in the
UK, and tax on income and capital gains in the UK.1416

On 6 January 2019, the United Kingdom published the synthesized text of the 2006 UK-Poland
Double Taxation Convention.!*7 The text shows the changes made to the treaty in accordance to the
Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty.'#1® The changes will impact taxes withheld at
source in both countries, “all other taxes levied by Poland,” corporate tax in the UK, and taxes on
income and capital gains in the UK.1419

On 7 January 2019, the United Kingdom and Guernsey’s new double tax treaty came into force.!420
This treaty replaces the 1955 tax arrangement between Guernsey and the UK by adjusting taxes on
capital gains, royalties, dividends, and interest.!421

1499 The | atest on BEPS — 14 January 2019, EY (Washington D.C.) 14 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.

https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---14-january-2019.

119 The Latest on BEPS — 14 January 2019, EY (Washington D.C.) 14 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---14-january-2019.

1 Cyprus expands treaty network as of 1 January 2019, EY (Nicosia) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--cyprus-expands-treaty-network-as-of-1-january-2019.
1412 Cyprus expands treaty network as of 1 January 2019, EY (Nicosia) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--cyprus-expands-treaty-network-as-of-1-january-2019.
1413 Cyprus expands treaty network as of 1 January 2019, EY (Nicosia) 16 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--cyprus-expands-treaty-network-as-of-1-january-2019.
Y% The Latest on BEPS — 14 January 2019, EY (Washington D.C.) 14 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---14-january-2019.

Y15 The Latest on BEPS — 14 January 2019, EY (Washington D.C.) 14 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---14-january-2019.

18 The Latest on BEPS — 14 January 2019, EY (Washington D.C.) 14 January 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---14-january-2019.

Y7 The Latest on BEPS — 17 December 2018, EY (Washington D.C.) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---17-december-2018.

I8 The Latest on BEPS — 17 December 2018, EY (Washington D.C.) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---17-december-2018.

19 The Latest on BEPS — 17 December 2018, EY (Washington D.C.) 17 December 2018. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--the-latest-on-beps---17-december-2018.

1420 yK: Double Tax Agreement with Guernsey in force, RegFollower (Guernsey) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://regfollower.com/2019/01/23/uk-double-tax-agreement-with-guernsey-in-force/.

1421 yK: Double Tax Agreement with Guernsey in force, RegFollower (Guernsey) 23 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://regfollower.com/2019/01/23/uk-double-tax-agreement-with-guernsey-in-force/.
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On 10 January 2019, the United Kingdom launched a new disclosure facility called the Profit
Diversion Compliance Facility.!422 This facility aims to investigate multinational enterprises that have
used cross-border arrangements that have resulted in artificial reduction in UK profits.1423 This
initiative attempts to increase the country’s tax certainty and capacity while presenting a new tax
extraction model for other countries.!424

On 11 January 2019, the United Kingdom’s HM Treasury signed a tax treaty protocol with Israel.1425
The new protocol updates their 1962 tax treaty and includes modern rules to protect against tax
avoidance.1420

On 17 January 2019, the United Kingdom and Israel signed an protocol to the 1962 income tax
treaty between the two countries.'#2” The protocol updates the preamble and provisions on
permanent establishments based on Base erosion and profit shifting recommendations.'#?8 It also
adjusts various definitions and provisions from the previous treaty to enhance tax certainty and
capacity in both countries.!42

On 6 February 2019, the United Kingdom’s HM Revenue & Customs began issuing letters to
businesses that may have a liability to diverted profits tax.!430 The initiative attempts to settle possible
liabilities with lower penalties without an official enquiry and ensure that businesses are reporting the
appropriate amount of British profits.!43!

On 7 February 2019, members of the British Treasury Department met with KPMG tax practitioners
in Silicon Valley to discuss the proposed digital services tax.!432 The proposal seeks to levy a tax on
social media providers, search engines, and online marketplaces that derive income from British user
participation to increase tax capacity.!433

1422 K Tax Authority launches Profit Diversion Compliance Facility, EY (London) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 22

February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--uk-tax-authority-launches-profit-
diversion-compliance-facility.

423 UK Tax Authority launches Profit Diversion Compliance Facility, EY (London) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--uk-tax-authority-launches-profit-
diversion-compliance-facility.

1424 UK Tax Authority launches Profit Diversion Compliance Facility, EY (London) 10 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.ey.com/gl/en/services/tax/international-tax/alert--uk-tax-authority-launches-profit-
diversion-compliance-facility.

1425 UK, Israel sign new tax treaty protocol, MNE Tax (Hillsdale) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://mnetax.com/uk-isreal-sign-new-tax-treaty-protocol-32018.

1426 UK, Israel sign new tax treaty protocol, MNE Tax (Hillsdale) 22 January 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://mnetax.com/uk-isreal-sign-new-tax-treaty-protocol-32018.

127 protocol to Tax Treaty between Israel and the UK Signed, Orbitax (San Francisco) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.orbitax.com/news/archive.php/Protocol-to-Tax-Treaty-between-35928.

1428 protocol to Tax Treaty between Israel and the UK Signed, Orbitax (San Francisco) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.orbitax.com/news/archive.php/Protocol-to-Tax-Treaty-between-35928.

1423 protocol to Tax Treaty between Israel and the UK Signed, Orbitax (San Francisco) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 22
February 2019. https://www.orbitax.com/news/archive.php/Protocol-to-Tax-Treaty-between-35928.

130 VIR issuing letters to businesses that may be diverting profits, Out-Law (London) 6 February 2019. Access Date:
19 April 2019. https://www.out-law.com/en/articles/2019/february/hmrc-letters-to-businesses-diverting-profits/.

31 HMRC issuing letters to businesses that may be diverting profits, Out-Law (London) 6 February 2019. Access Date:
19 April 2019. https://www.out-law.com/en/articles/2019/february/hmrc-letters-to-businesses-diverting-profits/.

132 Her Majesty’s Treasury Department Discusses the UK’s Proposed Digital Services Tax, KPMG (Santa Clara) 11 March
2019. Access date: 19 April 2019. https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/us/pdf/2019/03/tnf-wnit-uk-marl1-
2019.pdf.

133 Her Majesty’s Treasury Department Discusses the UK’s Proposed Digital Services Tax, KPMG (Santa Clara) 11 March
2019. Access date: 19 April 2019. https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/us/pdf/2019/03/tnf-wnit-uk-marl1-
2019.pdf.
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On 12 February 2019, the United Kingdom enacted the UK Finance Act 2019.1434 The act includes
provisions that regulate non-resident companies’ corporate tax on gains from the disposal of all
forms of British land, an anti-profit-fragmentation rule that prevents British businesses from
avoiding British tax by arranging their taxable business profits to entities in territories with
significantly lower taxes than in the UK, and measures that ensure non-British resident companies
that operate property business or have other British property income will be charged to corporate
tax, rather than being charged to income tax.!43 This act will improve tax certainty and tax capacity
by targeting taxable business profits in the country.143¢

On 13 February 2019, the United Kingdom ratified the “Double Taxation Relief and International
Tax Enforcement (Austria) Order 2019.”1437 This treaty with Austria will replace the 1969 tax treaty
and update provisions on income and capital tax between the two countries.!438

On 19 February 2019, the British Department for International Development committed GBP47
million to improve tax systems in developing countries.!*? GBP10.3 million will go to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which operates the Tax
Inspectors Without Borders Initiative (TTWB).1440 TIWB is an OECD and United Nations
Development Programme initiative that supports developing countries in implementing international
tax standards by sending British experts overseas.!#4! The British government’s support aims to help
countries enhance tax certainty and capacity and leave them less reliant on aid by creating the
appropriate environment for foreign investment and increasing investor confidence in investing in
developing countries.!*#? In addition, the World Bank’s global tax programme will receive GBP7.4
million to aid developing countries to build effective tax systems.!#43 The African Tax Administration
Forum (ATAF) is being given GBP4.2 million, and the UK will provide two tax experts for four

3% UK Finance Act 2019 Receives Royal Assent, Orbitax (San Francisco) 12 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February

2019. https://www.orbitax.com/news/archive.php/UK-Finance-Act-2019-Receives-R-36327.

435 UK Finance Act 2019 Receives Royal Assent, Orbitax (San Francisco) 12 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February
2019. https://www.orbitax.com/news/archive.php/UK-Finance-Act-2019-Receives-R-36327.

%38 UK Finance Act 2019 Receives Royal Assent, Orbitax (San Francisco) 12 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February
2019. https://www.orbitax.com/news/archive.php/UK-Finance-Act-2019-Receives-R-36327.

37 The Double Taxation Relief and International Tax Enforcement (Austria) Order 2019, The National Archives
(London) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/255/introduction/made.

38 The Double Taxation Relief and International Tax Enforcement (Austria) Order 2019, The National Archives
(London) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 22 February 2019.
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/255/introduction/made.

139 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

1490 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.
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systems.

142 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.
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years to help ATAF’s member states build an effective organisation.”#4 GBP 2.25 million will go to
the “intergovernmental forum for mining, minerals, metals and sustainable development to tackle tax
avoidance in the mining sector.”!445> GBP1 million will go to the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
tax administration diagnostic assessment tool, designed to offer objective assessment of the health of
key sectors of a country’s tax administration system.!#4¢ Moreover, GBP13 million will go to IMF’s
Africa regional technical assistance centres which support African countries to build capacity in tax
administration, and public financial management.!*7 GBP2.6 million of the funding will support
boosting tax revenue.'#48 The Institute for Fiscal Studies will receive around GBP5 million to develop
tax policy analysis in four developing countries and a research fund to increase knowledge of tax
administration in developing countries.!*# Finally, GBP3.7 million will go to support the Platform
for Collaboration on Tax.!*0 UK extensive efforts will support developing countries with the
knowledge and money needed to bolster the international tax regime.!4>!

On 4 March 2019, the United Kingdom signed a fiscal treaty with Spain.1452 The treaty aims to
combat tax fraud and money laundering through the British overseas territory of Gibraltar.1433

On 13 March 2019, the Chancellor Philip Hammond delivered the annual Spring Statement.145 The
Chancellor announced efforts to explore value-added tax (VAT) reform projects that aim to simplify
and improve the VAT tax system.!45> Furthermore, the UK reiterated its support for helping
developing countries by investing GBP18.25 million of Overseas Development Funding over the

14 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.

Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

195 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

1496 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

Y47 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
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systems.

1498 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

1499 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

150 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

151 £47m support for developing countries to improve tax systems, Accountancy Daily (London) 19 February 2019.
Access Date: 23 February 2019. https://www.accountancydaily.co/ps47m-support-developing-countries-improve-tax-
systems.

1452 Spain signs Gilbraltar tax deal with Britain, AAJ News (Karachi) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.aaj.tv/2019/03/spain-signs-gilbraltar-tax-deal-with-britain/.

1433 Spain signs Gilbraltar tax deal with Britain, AAJ News (Karachi) 4 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.aaj.tv/2019/03/spain-signs-gilbraltar-tax-deal-with-britain/.

1454 UK Sets Out Upcoming VAT Reform Initiatives, Wolters Kluwer (Surrey) 5 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.tax-news.com/news/UK_Sets_Out_Upcoming_VAT_Reform_Initiatives_ 97057.html.
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next six years. This funding will be used to improve the efficacy of tax administration systems to
maximize revenue through knowledge sharing and support.145

On 28 March 2019, the United Kingdom launched a consultation on draft measures to prevent abuse
of Research and Development (R&D) tax relief for small or medium-sized enterprises (SME).1457 The
draft proposes a limit on the payable tax credit that can be claimed by a company to reduce abuse of
tax relief programs and increase tax certainty.!438

On 1 April 2019, the United Kingdom’s double tax treaty with Lesotho came into effect.145* The
treaty contains definitions of permanent establishment, regulations on withholding tax, and
provisions on the exchange of information and mutual assistance in collecting taxes.!460

On 1 April 2019, the United Kingdom made the Making Tax Digital program (MTD) into law.!4¢!
The program ensures that value-added tax (VAT) registered businesses earning more than
GBP85,000 will keep their records electronically and submit their VAT returns using MTD-
compatible software.42 The program seecks to help businesses pay taxes more effectively and
increase tac capacity and tax certainty.1463

On 13 April 2019, the UK attended the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the IMF to help members improve domestic resource mobilization, including through
collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.'*** This was in
conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20 Compact with Africa initiative

. . 1465
to improve investment frameworks.

On 15 April 2019, the United Kingdom launched a consultation on the Transposition of the Fifth
Money Laundering Directive.!4¢¢ The consultation invites views on the government’s efforts to

1958 No Safe Havens 2019: leading internationally (London) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 25 June 2019.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/no-safe-havens-2019/no-safe-havens-2019-leading-
internationally#building-tax-capacity-in-developing-countries.

1457 Preventing abuse of the R&D tax relief for SMEs, GOV.UK (London) 28 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/preventing-abuse-of-the-rd-tax-relief-for-smes.

148 Preventing abuse of the R&D tax relief for SMEs, GOV.UK (London) 28 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/preventing-abuse-of-the-rd-tax-relief-for-smes.

1459 yKk: Double tax treaty with Lesotho takes effect, RegFollower (Dhaka) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://regfollower.com/2019/03/08/uk-double-tax-treaty-with-lesotho-takes-effect/.

1489 k. Double tax treaty with Lesotho takes effect, RegFollower (Dhaka) 8 March 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://regfollower.com/2019/03/08/uk-double-tax-treaty-with-lesotho-takes-effect/.

1461 Making Tax Digital becomes law, GOV.UK (London) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/making-tax-digital-becomes-law.

1462 Making Tax Digital becomes law, GOV.UK (London) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/making-tax-digital-becomes-law.

1463 Making Tax Digital becomes law, GOV.UK (London) 1 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/making-tax-digital-becomes-law.

1464 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1465 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1466 Transposition of the Fifth Money Laundering Directive, GOV.UK (London) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transposition-of-the-fifth-money-laundering-directive.
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adhere to international standards set by the Financial Action Task Force.147 The program aims to
prevent exploitation of the financial system for money laundering and terrorist financing activity.!468

The United Kingdom has fully complied to support enhanced tax certainty and tax capacity building
in developing countries through domestic focused initiatives and has engaged as an active member of
international bodies including the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

Thus, the United Kingdom receives a score of +1.
Analyst: Collin Xia

United States: 0

The United States has partially complied with its commitment on enhancing tax capacity and tax
certainty-building.

On 13 April 2019, the Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee chaired by Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve Bank
called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1469

on Tax. " This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

Compact with Africa initiative to improve investment frameworks. The US is a member of the
. 1470
countries that have been called upon.

The US has taken actions aimed at the timely implementation of the agreed financial sector reform
agenda in line with its commitment on Platform for Collaboration on Tax as an international actor.

Thus, US receives a score of 0.
Apnalyst: Krishanu Ranwan

European Union: +1

The European Union has complied with its commitment take action towards supporting tax certainty

and tax capacity in developing countries and take action through the Platform for Collaboration on
Tax.

On 19 December 2018, the European Commission issued a final decision on the Gibraltar tax system
after analyzing 165 tax rulings.!4’! The Commission concluded that on tax authorities have only

1467 Transposition of the Fifth Money Laundering Directive, GOV.UK (London) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transposition-of-the-fifth-money-laundering-directive.

1468 Transposition of the Fifth Money Laundering Directive, GOV.UK (London) 15 April 2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transposition-of-the-fifth-money-laundering-directive.

1469 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

1470 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
ninth-meeting-of-the-imfc.

Y71 Gibraltar and the battle against the European Commission for their tax ruling practice, Tax Justice Network
(London) 4 January 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.taxjustice.net/2019/01/04/gibraltar-and-the-battle-
against-the-european-commission-for-their-tax-ruling-practice/
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granted five illegal tax rulings and that Gibraltar’s tax ruling practice was not in breach of EU state
aid rules.1472

On 15 January 2019, the European Commission presented a proposal to gradually adjust the voting
procedure for EU tax law adoptions from unanimity voting to qualified majority voting.!473 In
qualified majority voting, a qualified majority is reached if 55 per cent of Member States vote in
favour and the proposal is supported by Member States representing at least 65 per cent of the EU
population.'474 The EU stated the reason for the proposed change is that the need for unanimous
agreement makes progress difficult and limits the potential of EU taxation policy to support a well-
functioning EU internal market.!47> Taxation is one of the few EU policy areas that requires
agreement by all 28 national governments before being approved, meaning that any tax proposal by
the Commission can be blocked if one country disagrees.147¢ A change to qualified majority voting
will likely bring faster tax changes, including those on big tech companies.!477

On 15 January 2019, the European Commission pushed back plans to end individual member states’
veto power on the introduction of a proposed tax on digital revenues by five years to 2025.1478 The
digital tax was proposed in March 2018 by the EU’s executive arm, and aimed to impose a 3 percent
tax on online revenues of big digital companies.!*”? The progress on digital tax is blocked by some
EU states, thus pushing back the 2020 deadline from the initial draft proposal.1480

On 11 April 2019, Spanish European Commissioner Miguel Arias Cafiete said that environmental tax
matters across the EU should be decided by a majority vote.!#8! This follows the publication of the
latest report by the European Commission on the state of the energy union, which monitors progress

72 Gibraltar and the battle against the European Commission for their tax ruling practice, Tax Justice Network

(London) 4 January 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.taxjustice.net/2019/01/04/gibraltar-and-the-battle-
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April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://meta.eeb.org/2019/04/11/european-commission-moves-to-make-it-
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Y77 A new fight over tax is starting to boil over in the EU: Here’s what you need to know, CNBC (New Jersey), 5 April
2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/05/a-new-fight-over-tax-is-starting-to-boil-over-in-
the-eu.html.

1478 £y Commission pushes back plan to end veto on digital tax to 2025, Reuters (London), 15 January 2019. Access
Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-tax/eu-commission-pushes-back-plan-to-end-veto-on-
digital-tax-to-2025-idUSKCN1P91Q1.

1479 £y Commission pushes back plan to end veto on digital tax to 2025, Reuters (London), 15 January 2019. Access
Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-tax/eu-commission-pushes-back-plan-to-end-veto-on-
digital-tax-to-2025-idUSKCN1P91Q1.

1480 £y Commission pushes back plan to end veto on digital tax to 2025, Reuters (London), 15 January 2019. Access
Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-tax/eu-commission-pushes-back-plan-to-end-veto-on-
digital-tax-to-2025-idUSKCN1P91Q1.

1481 European Commission moves to makes it easier to tax polluters, European Environmental Bureau (Brussels), 11
April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://meta.eeb.org/2019/04/11/european-commission-moves-to-make-it-
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made on the transition towards clean energy.!#82 This also follows the Commission’s proposal to shift
from unanimity to qualified majority voting.1483

On 13 April 2019, the EU observed the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the International Monetary and
Finance Committee, where Chair Mr. Lesetja Kganyago, Governor of the South African Reserve
Bank called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help members improve domestic resource
mobilization, including through collaboration with other partners of the Platform for Collaboration

1484

on Tax. " This was in conjunction with welcoming the IMF’s continued support for the G20

. C . : 1485
Compact with Affica initiative to improve investment frameworks.

On 24 April 2019, the European Commission announced it aims to eliminate taxes on a broad range
of activities linked to the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP).148¢ CSDP ranges from
multinational exercises to capability projects flowing from the union’s two-year-old Permanent
Structured Cooperation (PESCO) framework.1487

The EU has complied with its commitment take action towards supporting tax certainty and tax
capacity in developing countries and take action through the Platform for Collaboration on Tax.

Thus, the EU receives a score of +1.

Apnalyst: Jane Huang

1482 . . . .
European Commission moves to makes it easier to tax polluters, European Environmental Bureau (Brussels), 11

April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://meta.eeb.org/2019/04/11/european-commission-moves-to-make-it-
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1485 Communiqué of the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the IMFC, International Monetary Fund (Washington, D.C.) 13 April
2019. Access Date: 19 April 2019. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/04/13/communique-of-the-thirty-
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1486 European Commission proposes tax exemption measures to facilitate common defence efforts, Jane’s 360
(Brussels), 24 April 2019. Access Date: 26 April 2019. https://www.janes.com/article/88061/european-commission-
proposes-tax-exemption-measures-to-facilitate-common-defence-efforts

1487 European Commission proposes tax exemption measures to facilitate common defence efforts, Jane’s 360
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7. Food Security: Malnutrition

“Building on the G20 Food Security and Nutrition Framework, we reaffirm our commitment to
tackling the challenges of food security, which is crucial to achieving a world free of hunger and all
forms of malnutrition.”

Buenos Aires Leaders’ Declaration

Assessment

No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance
Argentina +1
Australia +1
Brazil +1
Canada +1
China +1
France +1
Germany +1
India +1
Indonesia 0
Italy +1
Japan 1
Korea +1
Mexico +1
Russia 0
Saudi Arabia +1
South Africa 0
Turkey +1
United Kingdom +1
United States 0
European Union +1
Average +0.80
Background

The G20 first discussed food security at the 2009 G20 Summit in Pittsburgh. There, G20 leaders
called on the World Bank to support the Food Security Initiative, an initiative started by the G8 at
the 2009 L’Aquila Summit, to increase access to food, fuel and finance.!*8 To fulfil the G20
Pittsburgh commitment to food security, the G20 leaders at the 2010 Toronto summit launched the
Global Agriculture and Food Security Program. The leaders committed to “exploring innovative,
results-based mechanisms to harness the private sector for agricultural innovation.””148?

The G20 introduced the Multi-Year Action Plan on Development, which had an entire section
dedicated to food security, at the 2010 Seoul Summit. The plan outlined ways to increase investment
and financial support for agricultural development and to enhance access to food, nutrition and crisis
prevention. The two-part action plan on food security included enhancing “policy coherence and

1988 520 Leaders Statement: The Pittsburgh Summit, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 24-25

September 2009. Access Date: 2 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2009/2009communique0925.html.
1489 The G20 Toronto Summit Declaration, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 27 June 2010.
Access Date: 2 January 2019.

G20 Reseatch Group / 26 June 2019
240



2018 G20 Buenos Aires Summit Compliance Report

coordination,” “mitigating risk in price volatility” and enhancing “protection for the most
vulnerable 149

In 2011 at the Cannes Summit, G20 leaders welcomed the Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and
Agriculture presented by the Agriculture Ministers in Paris on 22-23 June 2011.141 The objectives of
the Action Plan included: “(i) improving agricultural production and productivity, (ii) increasing
market information and transparency, (iii) reducing the effects of price volatility for the most
vulnerable, (iv) strengthening international policy coordination and (v) improving the functioning of
agricultural commodity derivatives’ markets.”492 This was done in an effort to promote food security
and encourage sustainable economic growth through the increase of agricultural production.!43

G20 leaders continued to emphasize their prioritization of food security and nutrition at the 2013 St.
Petersburg Summit, reaffirming their commitment to the 2011 Action Plan on Food Price Volatility
and Agriculture. The leaders also partook in a seminar on “Food Security through Social Safety Nets
and Risk Management” where they exchanged ideas on the best practices to follow, while the G20
Agricultural Chief Scientists held their second meeting.!494

At the 2014 Brisbane Summit in Australia, G20 leaders announced their commitment to the G20
Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) Framework. This framework supported their commitment to
poverty eradication and development, economic growth, increasing productivity, incomes and quality
jobs and job creation through investment in food systems. Four underlying themes of the
commitment are: nutrition, smallholder and family farmers, women and youth.!4%>

At the 2015 Antalya Summit, G20 leaders adopted the G20 Action Plan on Food Security and
Sustainable Food Systems. This action plan summarized the views and recommendations of the
Agriculture Ministers on how to best implement the objectives of the G20 FSN Framework. These
actions included promoting responsible investment in agriculture and food systems, improving
market transparency for food security, supporting, fostering sustainable productivity growth, and
reducing food loss and waste. Furthermore, the G20 leaders repeated their pledge to implement the
2011 Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture.14%

In 2016, at the Hangzhou Summit, G20 leaders reiterated their commitment to food security,
nutrition, sustainable agricultural growth and rural development through the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The leaders also announced the first G20 Agricultural

1490 5060l Summit Annex II: Multi-Year Action Plan on Development, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto

(Toronto) 12 November 2010. Access Date: 2 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2010/g20seoul-
development.html#food.

191 Cannes Summit Final Declaration — Building Our Common Future: Renewed Collective Action for the Benefit of All,
G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 4 November 2011. Access Date: 3 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2011/2011-cannes-declaration-111104-en.html.
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G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 4 November 2011. Access Date: 3 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2011/2011-cannes-declaration-111104-en.html.

493 Cannes Summit Final Declaration — Building Our Common Future: Renewed Collective Action for the Benefit of All,
G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 4 November 2011. Access Date: 3 January 2019.
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2011/2011-cannes-declaration-111104-en.html.

149% 520 Leaders’ Declaration St Petersburg, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 6 September
2013. Access Date: 6 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2013/2013-0906-declaration.html.

1495 570 Development Working Group Food Security and Nutrition: Implementation Plan of the G20 Food Security
Nutrition Framework, G20 Development Working Group (Antalya) 2015. Access Date: 1 January 2019.

14% 570 Action Plan on Food Security and Sustainable Food Systems, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto
(Toronto). Access Date: 1 January 2019. https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000111212.pdf.
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Entrepreneurs Forum, the Good Practices on Family Framing and Smallholder Agriculture, and the
Global Agriculture and Food Security Program.1497

At the 2017 G20 Summit in Hamburg, G20 leaders pledged to “increase agricultural productivity and
resilience in a sustainable manner, while aiming to protect, manage and use efficiently water and
water-related ecosystems” in order to achieve food security. Furthermore, they produced the G20
Initiative for Rural Youth Employment and put emphasis on strengthening cooperation on
information and communication technology (ICT) in agriculture and supporting the Agricultural
Market Information System. These initiatives were meant to help markets function better to reduce
“food price volatility and enhance food security.”1498

Commitment Features

Building on the G20 Food Security and Nutrition Framework adopted in 2014, the G20 reaffirmed
their commitment “to tackling the challenges of food security, which is crucial to achieving a world
free of hunger and all forms of malnutrition.”

This commitment requires G20 members to comply with three components that were outlined in the
2014 FSN Framework, on which they must continue to: 1) increase responsible investment in food
systems, 2) increase incomes and quality employment in food systems and, 3) increase productivity
sustainably to expand the food supply.149?

Part One

The first part of the commitment, increasing responsible investment, refers to investment from the
private sector which is supported by public investment, to grow agri-food enterprises. This growth
requires investment in research, innovation, infrastructure and human capacity to strengthen food
system value chains. Access to financial services and land for women, youth and smallholder farmers
is also an important part of this component due to the impact such members can have on food
system opportunities. By mobilizing investment, food value chains can be developed, and
employment opportunities increased. As well, the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems are significant principles for
G20 members to follow and promote. Possible actions that can contribute to full compliance
include: promoting infrastructure investment by public-private partnerships for food value chains,
increasing development finance and overcoming agricultural market failure in developing countries,
supporting G20 initiatives such as the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program, implementing
the CFS Principles or increasing the value and decreasing the cost of remittances reaching rural
areas.!500

Part Two

The second part of the commitment, increasing incomes and quality employment in food systems,
refers to investing in labour market policies to allow smaller stakeholders, such as, youth, women and
smallholder farmers, to develop the necessary skills to continue in food systems and earn a proper
income. Investing in the labour market can be modernization through technical advice, increased
market access, building infrastructure or vocational training programs. These improvements can also

1497520 Leaders’ Communique: Hangzhou Summit, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 5

September 2016. Access Date: 7 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2016/160905-communique.html.

1498 520 Leaders’ Declaration: Shaping an Interconnected World, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto
(Toronto) 8 July 2017. Access Date: 7 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/2017-G20-leaders-
declaration.html.

1499 570 Food Security and Nutrition Framework, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 16 November
2014. Access Date: 1 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/g20 food_security _nutrition_framework.pdf.
1300 570 Food Security and Nutrition Framework, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 16 November
2014. Access Date: 1 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/g20 _food_security _nutrition_framework.pdf.
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facilitate the transition from the informal to the formal economy, which will contribute to earning
higher incomes. G20 members can fulfill this component through sharing experiences on
modernization in rural and agriculture sectors through labour market planning and programs,
supporting human resource development programs to promote participation of smaller stakeholders
or ensuring access to risk management services for those who are more vulnerable to food
insecurity.!301

Part Three

The third part of the commitment, increasing productivity sustainably to expand the food supply,
refers to substantial investment in research, development, innovation and technology. Especially, this
investment needs to fully engage smallholder farmers and ensure market access and productivity for
this group. As well as investment, focus on the conservation of biodiversity is vital for the quick
development of global food systems, through nutrition policy initiatives, among other innovations.
G20 members can fulfill this component through working together on research, development and
innovation, conserving and sustainably using biodiversity to better crops and foods or continuing to
implement and adapt the G20 FSN Framework.1502

To achieve full compliance, G20 members must meet the requirements which fall under all three
components of the 2014 FSN Framework to: 1) increase responsible investment in food systems, 2)
increase incomes and quality employment in food systems and, 3) increase productivity sustainably to
expand the food supply.

Scoring Guidelines

The G20 member does not increase responsible investment in any of the three key areas: to
increase responsible investment in food systems, to increase incomes and quality
employment in food systems and to increase productivity sustainably to expand the food

supply.

-1

The G20 member has obtained partial compliance by taking action in at least one of the key
areas: to increase responsible investment in food systems, to increase incomes and quality
employment in food systems and to increase productivity sustainably to expand the food

supply.

The G20 member has achieved full compliance by taking action in all three key areas: to
increase responsible investment in food systems, to increase incomes and quality
employment in food systems and to increase productivity sustainably to expand the food

supply.

+1

Compliance Director: Sonja Dobson
Lead Analyst: Ivana Yuen

Argentina: +1

Argentina has fully complied with its commitment to tackle the challenges of food security, which is
crucial to achieving a world free of hunger and all forms of malnutrition.

1301 520 Food Security and Nutrition Framework, G20 Information Centre University of Toronto (Toronto) 16 November

2014. Access Date: 1 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/g20 food_security_nutrition_framework.pdf.
1302 570 Food Security and Nutrition Framework, G20 Information Center University of Toronto (Toronto) 16 November
2014. Access Date: 1 January 2019. http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2014/g20 food_security_nutrition_framework.pdf.
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On 3 December 2018, Minister of Agriculture Luis Miguel Etchevehere and Russian Deputy Minister
of Agriculture, Ilya Shestakov, signed an agreement on Fishers and Aquaculture to develop
mechanisms that foster aquaculture sustainability and conservation, and counter illegal fishing.1503

On 3 December 2018, Minister Etchevehere and president of Sinograin, a Chinese state company,
Deng Yiwu signed an agreement to promote Chinese-Argentinian oilseed trade and improve soybean
quality.1504

On 10 December 2018, the Ministry of Agriculture announced an agreement with the Maize and
Sorghum Association of Argentina to develop highly productive maize in Misiones and Cortientes,
Argentina. This collaboration aims to supply South Brazil and support self-sufficiency amongst rural
farmers by increasing crop production.!5%

On 13 December 2018, Minister Etchevehere and general manager of EDUCAR, the State Society of
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Technology, Liliana Casaleggio, agreed to develop
and implement new technologies for phytosanitary and agricultural machinery training. This
collaboration aims to improve productivity by enhancing the good agricultural practice training
experience of farmers.1500

On 14 December 2018, President Mauricio Macri announced the National Plan for Equality of
Opportunities and Rights, which aims to promote gender equality. This program involves women in
distributing the National Agricultural and Livestock Census and creates a rural women’s working
group to analyze the gender equality policies that target them.!507

On 15 January 2019, the Government of Argentina announced it will spend ARS500 million to
purchase and renew domestically produced fishing boats to improve productivity and strengthen the
fishing value chain.1508

From 17-19 January 2019, the secretary of the Government of Agribusiness, Luis Miguel
Etchevehere, attended the Global Forum for Food and Agtriculture in Berlin.1509

1503 Argentina y Rusia firman un convenio de cooperacion de pesca, Ministerio de Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires)

3 December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-rusia-firman-un-
convenio-de-cooperacion-de-pesca.

150% £tchevehere firmé un convenio con la empresa estatal china Sinograin, Ministerio de Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos
Aires) 3 December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/etchevehere-firmo-un-
convenio-con-la-empresa-estatal-china-sinograin.

1505 Agroindustria y MAIZAR acordaron desarrollar maiz de alta productividad en Misiones y Corrientes, Ministerio de
Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 10 December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/agroindustria-y-maizar-acordaron-desarrollar-maiz-de-alta-productividad-en-
misiones-y.

1308 - man convenio de desarrollo de TICs para capacitar en buenas practicas en el uso de fitosanitarios, Ministerio de
Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 13 December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/firman-convenio-de-desarrollo-de-tics-para-capacitar-en-buenas-practicas-en-
el-uso-de.

1507 Agroindustria participa del Plan de Igualdad de Oportunidades y Derechos, Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo
(Buenos Aires) 14 December 2018. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/agroindustria-
participa-del-plan-de-igualdad-de-oportunidades-y-derechos.

1308 £| Gobierno anuncié financiamiento por $500 millones para la compra de buques pesqueros nacionales, Ministerio
de Produccién y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 15 January 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/el-gobierno-anuncio-financiamiento-por-500-millones-para-la-compra-de-
buques-pesqueros.
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On 30 January 2019, the Ministry of Production and Work passed a resolution to include private
road repair associations, in regions affected by natural agricultural disasters, as indirect beneficiaries
of the National Fund for the Mitigation of Agricultural Emergencies and Disasters. The Ministry
recognized the importance of maintaining rural roads to prevent waterlogged fields, crop destruction,
and reduced agricultural productivity.!510

On 7 February 2019, Minister Etchevehere and Minister of Environment and Public Space Eduardo
Macchiavelli signed an agreement to support rural farmers by including and promoting their products
in the markets of Buenos Aires. This initiative aims to increase farmer profits by 15 per cent while
decreasing consumer costs by 30 per cent.1511

On 12 February 2019, the Government of Argentina contributed ARS885,500 to construct
greenhouses and irrigation infrastructure. This aims to improve the productivity and income of small
horticulturalists and fruit farmers in the Argentinian Traslasierra Valley.!512

On 15 February 2019, Minister Etchevehere and the Inter-American Development Bank launched a
contest for innovative solutions to food loss within agri-food value chains.’>!3 This aims to improve
farmers’ market access and agricultural efficiency.!514

On 18 February 2019, Minister Etchevehere and India’s Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Parshottam Rupala agreed to share knowledge and technology to further agricultural productivity and
innovation, while countering the effects of climate change.!5!5

On 27 February 2019, Minister Etchevehere announced a resolution allowing the use of a new
soybean strain jointly developed by Chinese company, Dabei Nong Biotechnology, and Argentinian
company, INDEAR. This strain is herbicide, drought, and pest resistant.151¢

1309 £t chevehere participa del Foro Global para la Alimentacién y la Agricultura, en Berlin, Ministerio de Produccion y

Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 17 January 2019. Access Date: 5 April 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/etchevehere-participa-del-foro-global-para-la-alimentacion-y-la-agricultura-en-
berlin

519 Ministerio de produccioén y trabajo secretaria de gobierno de agroindustria Resolucidén 32/2019, Boletin Oficial de la
Republica Argentina (Buenos Aires) 1 February 2019. Access Date: 5 March 2019.
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/#!DetalleNormaBusquedaRapida/201062/20190201/sistema%20nacional%20para%
20la%20prevencion%20y%20mitigaci%C3%B3n%20emergencias.

1511Agric:ultores familiares comercializaran sus productos en las ferias y mercados de CABA, Ministerio de Produccion y
Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 7 February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/agricultores-familiares-comercializaran-sus-productos-en-las-ferias-y-
mercados-de-caba.

12 Eondos para produccion horticola y viverismo en Traslasierra, Ministerio de Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 12
February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/fondos-para-produccion-horticola-
y-viverismo-en-traslasierra.

1313 Concurso de soluciones dirigidas a reducir pérdidas y desperdicios en la cadena horticola argentina, Ministerio de
Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 15 February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/concurso-de-soluciones-dirigidas-reducir-perdidas-y-desperdicios-en-la-cadena-
horticola.

1514 5s Bancos de Alimentos se suman al Concurso #SinDesperdicioHorticola, Bancos De Alimentos Argentina (Buenos
Aires) 13 February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.redbda.org.ar/single-post/2019/02/13/Los-Bancos-
de-Alimentos-se-suman-al-Concurso-SinDesperdicioHort%C3%ADcola.

1515 Argentina logra la apertura de importantes mercados a la India, Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo (Buenos Aires)
18 February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-logra-la-apertura-de-
importantes-mercados-la-india.

1516 Argentina aprueba un nuevo evento biotecnoldgico para soja, Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 27
February 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-aprueba-un-nuevo-
evento-biotecnologico-para-soja.
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On 1 March 2019, Minister of Science, Technology, and Productive Innovation Lino Barafiao and
the director general of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, Manuel Otero,
sighed a letter of intent to develop the South American bioeconomy. They agreed to share
knowledge in this sector, and develop workshops, research programs, and an online platform.!57

On 6 March 2019, Minister Etchevehere declared a state of emergency for the provinces of
Mendoza, Santa Fe, Tucuman and Santiago del Estero. This enabled Argentina’s Emergency Law
mechanisms to minimize the effect of the damage caused by extreme weather to producers.!18

On 8 March 2019, the Secretariats of Agribusiness and Environment and Sustainable Development
issued Joint Resolution 1/2018.151° The resolution defined principles and recommendations to
improve safety controls for phytosanitary products, which are used to prevent and control diseases or
pests. The aim of this resolution is to improve regulations for safe and quality crops in Argentina and
ensure sustainable production of food.1520

On 12 March 2019, Minister Etchevehere signed a declaration of commitment to provide young
agricultural school students with access to the latest technological innovations, through training and
professional practices. This initiative aims to promote innovations and new practices in the agro-
industrial world.!>2!

On 13 March 2019, Secretary of Family Farming, Coordination and Territorial Development
Santiago Hardie met with his Brazilian counterpart Fernando Schwanke to discuss the agenda for the
next meeting of the Mercosur Family Agriculture Specialized Meeting and agricultural policy
management for Family Farming.1522 Secretary Hardie and Secretary Schwanke agreed to “continue
working to achieve conditions that facilitate joint public policies to promote technical cooperation,
innovation, access to markets and trade between both countries,” by focusing on addressing the
challenges of climate change for small farmers and increasing cooperation.1523

1517 . / . . s . / .. . . . .
Se firmo una carta de intencion para el avance de la Bioeconomia, Ministerio de Educacion, Cultura, Ciencia y

Tecnologia (Buenos Aires) 1 March 2019. Access Date: 4 March 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-firmo-
una-carta-de-intencion-para-el-avance-de-la-bioeconomia.

1518 Agroindustria declaro la emergencia agropecuaria para Mendoza, Santa Fe, Tucuman y Santiago del Estero,
Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 6 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/agroindustria-declaro-la-emergencia-agropecuaria-para-mendoza-santa-fe-
tucuman-y-santiago.

519 produccion sostenible, un compromiso de todos, Ministerio de Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 7 March 2019.
Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/produccion-sostenible-un-compromiso-de-todos.
1520 produccion sostenible, un compromiso de todos, Ministerio de Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 7 March 2019.
Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/produccion-sostenible-un-compromiso-de-todos.
1521Agroindustria fortalece el vinculo de las escuelas rurales con las tecnologias de innovacidn agropecuarias,
Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 12 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/agroindustria-fortalece-el-vinculo-de-las-escuelas-rurales-con-las-tecnologias-
de.

1522 Argentina y Brasil analizan acciones para fortalecer la Agricultura Familiar, Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo
(Buenos Aires) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-brasil-
analizan-acciones-para-fortalecer-la-agricultura-familiar.

1523 Argentina y Brasil analizan acciones para fortalecer la Agricultura Familiar, Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo
(Buenos Aires) 13 March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-y-brasil-
analizan-acciones-para-fortalecer-la-agricultura-familiar.
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On 15 March 2019, Minister Etchevere announced funding of ARS4,843,503 for 15 productive
projects serving small and medium dairy and citrus producers in the province of Entre Rios, to
reduce technological gaps.1524

On 19 March 2019, Ministry Etchevehere met with the Minister of Environment and Agtriculture of
Denmark Jakob Ellemann-Jensen to discuss cooperation on sustainable agro-industrial
production.!525

From 18-21 March 2019, Argentine Agribusiness Government Secretariat technicians Roberto Barcia
and Florencia Berruezo led a workshop on Regulation in Africultural Biotechnology in Cuba, under
the Argentine Fund for South-South and Triangular Cooperation.!52¢ Topics discussed were confined
release and biosafety of genetically modified plant organizations, monitoring trials in confined fields,
risk assessments, global adoption of biotechnological crops to strengthen Cuba’s agrobiotechnology
regulatory system.!527

On 4 April 2019, Vice President of the World Meteorological Organization Celeste Saulo and
National Institute of Agricultural Technology President Juan Balbin signed a technical cooperation
agreement that pledged to strengthen a network of radars which will improve climate and
meteorological observation. The agreement aims to ensure the delivery of agroclimatic information,
which is vital for efficient decision-making among producers.!528

On 9 April 2019, the Secretary of Government of Agribusiness announced an investment of
ARS4,235,888 for three projects that boost the value chains of quinoa, camelids and Andean crops.
These projects aim to benefit 98 rural families of Rinconada, Cochinoca, and Yavi, through strategies
for competitive yields while improving the living, marketing and production conditions of the
agricultural sector.152?

1524 Etchevehere entrego fondos para agricultores familiares en Entre Rios, Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo (Entre

Rios) 15 March 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/etchevehere-entrego-fondos-
para-agricultores-familiares-en-entre-rios.

1525 Argentina estrecha lazos con Dinamarca para una producciéon de alimentos sostenible, Ministerio de Produccion y
Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 19 March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-
estrecha-lazos-con-dinamarca-para-una-produccion-de-alimentos-sostenible.

1526 Argentina lidera una capacitacion en Cuba sobre regulacion en biotecnologia agropecuaria, Ministerio de
Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 21 March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-lidera-una-capacitacion-en-cuba-sobre-regulacion-en-biotecnologia-
agropecuaria.

1527 Argentina lidera una capacitacion en Cuba sobre regulacion en biotecnologia agropecuaria, Ministerio de
Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 21 March 2019. Access Date: 1 May 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/argentina-lidera-una-capacitacion-en-cuba-sobre-regulacion-en-biotecnologia-
agropecuaria.

1528 INTA y SMN: asociados para potenciar la climatologia agricola, Ministerio de Produccion y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 4
April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019. https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/inta-y-smn-asociados-para-potenciar-la-
climatologia-agricola.

1529 vertiran mas de 4 millones de pesos en las cadenas de valor de la quinoa, camélidos y cultivos andinos de Jujuy,
Ministerio de Produccién y Trabajo (Buenos Aires) 9 April 2019. Access Date: 18 April 2019.
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/invertiran-mas-de-4-millones-de-pesos-en-las-cadenas-de-valor-de-la-quinoa-
camelidos-y.
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On 10 Aptil 2019, Argentine Ambassador Daniel Chuburu proposed a wotkshop/seminar to
demonstrate Argentine skills and expertise in agriculture and agro-business in Dhaka. This initiative
aims to build a bilateral relationship between Bangladesh and Argentina to ensure food security.!530

On 16 April 2019, Secretary Hardie led the Specialized Meeting on Family Farming to discuss
improving sustainable development for family farmers, small producers, organizations and rural
institutions in Argentina.!>3!

Argentina increased responsible investment in food systems through its collaborations with private
companies, such as EDUCAR. Argentina increased incomes and quality employment by promoting
the products of rural farmers in Buenos Aires and improving agricultural training programs.
Argentina increased productivity sustainably to expand the food supply through its cooperation with
Russia for sustainable aquaculture.

Thus, Argentina receives a score of +1.
Analysts: Ivana Yuen and Cheryl Cheung

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to tackle the challenges of food security, which is
crucial to achieving a world free of hunger and all forms of malnutrition.

On 5 December 2018, the University of Sydney launched the Soil Tech Project in collaboration with
Andrea Koch Agtech, AGRIVision Consultants, and Farmlab. Funding for this project was
provided by the Australia government through their Smart Farming Partnership. This project will
develop “improved soil sampling techniques, better visualization of available soil data, a farm-level
weather forecasting application, and better soil management strategies.”1532

From 17-19 January 2019, Australia attended the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture in
Berlin. 153

On 18 January 2019, National Science Agency Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO) and Digital Agricultural Services launched the Rural Intelligence Platform,
which uses satellite and other information sources to present the risks associated with rural lands in
Australia. This aims to help potential agricultural i