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The agricultural education system in France : 
a pillar for the agroecological project

In France, vocational training is delivered in 806 agricultural colleges, ranging from 
secondary education to higher technical diploma.
Higher education in agronomics, veterinary sciences
and landscaping involves 17,000 students is delivered in 18 public and private institutions 
providing training to Master’ s and Doctorate levels (PhD).

Besides a training mission, the agricultural educative 
system is also involved in applied research extension, 
rural development, inclusion of young people into the 
society and job market and international cooperation

Agricultural colleges located within France

It considers the need of developing new skills for the French agroecological project, 
which is a pillar of agricultural policy in France :
▶ A new thinking framework to integrate uncertainty and complexity
▶ More capacities to observe, to design new solutions based on natural process and 
 to experiment them

Since 2014, agroecology is a driver for the agricultural education system,
through a specific action plan  « Enseigner à produire autrement » - 
« Teaching how to produce differently »

● Transition in 191 public educative farms (18,900 cultivated ha)
  ▶ Every farm is involved in the Agroecological project 
   (reducing the use of pesticides, antibiotics, promoting organic farming…)
  ▶ More than 60% develop organic farming and 22% of the whole surface is managed 
   under organic farming (+74% since 2013)
  ▶ 64% of the farms are active participants in working groups of farmers towards 
   reducing the use of pesticides
● Renewal of diplomas & pilot projects for innovation in teaching practices through 
 multidisciplinary teams 15 pilot colleges produced innovative teaching materials 
 and methods which are now available for all.
● Involvement of educative farms in multiactors projects or thematic networks, 
 with researchers, extension services, farmers, local authorities, … 50 public educative 
 farms are involved in R&D projects.
● European cooperation : coordination of Euro-EducATES project (Erasmus+) on 
 “Teaching agroecology in the transitory period” with partners from 5 European countries.

Some major outcomes of the action plan “Enseigner à produire autrement”

● Encouraging initiatives from the learners: they are welcome to get involved in 
 transitions related to agroecology and to communicate about it
● Continuing the renewal of diploma and get the whole educative community being involved
● Continuing transition of educative farms and educative processing plants: as educative 
 assets, they have to be inspiring examples for the future 
● Spreading agroecological approach, skills and tools towards rural and agri-food players

And now …
A new plan for deepening the dynamic with 4 major guidelines :
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● A national food conference that brought together all stakeholders, 
 from July to December 2017
● Divided into two broad work areas:
  ● creation and distribution of value,
  ● healthier, safer, more sustainable and affordable food for all.
● Leading to:
  ● a national roadmap for food 2018-2022
  ● a law

To complete the legal framework, the Government asked each agricultural and food sector 
to write its own strategy as a concrete mobilisation for the success of how to reach 
1°the creation and share of value and 
2°Healthy, safe and sustainable food and reachable for every one
35 road maps for the different sectors i.e. beef, milk, wine, fruits and vegetables, seeds…
with the objectives to improve the quality of the products (including through indications 
of quality and origin), product range segmentation (build on specific specifications to 
add value to the products) and how to improve exportations.

the French National Food Conference
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● A national food conference that brought together all stakeholders ; the farming and 
 fisheries world, agrifood companies, retail distribution, consumers, institutional catering, 
 elected representatives, social partners, actors in the social and solidarity economy and 
 in the health sector, NGOs, charities and international food aid, banks and insurance 
 companies:
● 5 months of work
● 14 thematic workshops with more than 700 participants 
● 1 public consultation with more than 156 000 views
● 17,000 contributions
● 74 territorial events

After the national food conference: which actions ?
1/ interbranch organisations prepared strategies for the transformation 
of agricultural and food sector

2/ a law for balanced commercial relations into the agricultural and food 
sectors and for a healthy and sustainable food, enacted on November 1st 2018.
The law must clarify contractual relations into the agricultural and food sector, between 
each actor, all along the supply chain by reversing contractualisation, from the upstream 
to the downstream, to reduce unbalanced negotiations between producers and retailers. 
The aim is to build a fair price for the farmer, taking account of production costs. 
It also includes measures to strengthen the sanitary, environmental and nutritional 
quality of products and to promote a healthy, safe and sustainable diet for all.
● Two parts:
a ) Enabling balanced commercial relationships in agricultural and food sector. 
  �Giving assurance for food sovereignty by maintaining production capacities and 
  fair incomes;
b ) Strengthening  sanitary, environmental and nutritional quality of products to provide 
  a safe, sustainable and quality food.
  Giving guarantees to all consumers to get a safe, sustainable and quality food and 
  reducing social inequity.
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■ Main provisions of the law
Enable farmers to have a decent income by better distributing the value

Improve health and environmental conditions of production

Strengthen animal welfare

Promote a healthy, safe and sustainable diet for all

Reduce the use of plastic in the food sector
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